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“ECRET |

25 april 1366

fabject: Bowmd Demege Aspessment of the B2 Mircion Agninst Pu 8ia Pese,
11 Aprdl 1966

1. e 3-52 sir strike op 11 April 1966 sgeinst » segment of

13 Gic Tass betveen the Toss boréer ~pd Don Bal Dink, Fortk Vietacs
did pot result in the interdictiom of route 15 for s eignificently
greater pericd of time then thet stinined from previous sir strikes oa

the peos by Tighter hZwoabere. Anslysis

of post striie photogrephy of 12 April revecied S

seperate rood eute on A 2500 foot sectlom of route 15, end ebout 167
pev bomb sraters in the teorget arez.® In adAition, there 1s o potsidlae
1snds)dde sdjecent to the morthevmmcct rcsd cut. The poor guxlity of
the photogrephy preciuded more Setelled readout. Pretinipsry soalycis
of photogrophy cbtained on 14 amd 1T April showed route 15 to be
cervicestls porth »f the terget ares and sume svidence of vehiouley

£. The oaly offective interdfotion vaggalted Prom S5 separste rosd culs,
viich could De =nd apperemtly vere repsired im o short period of time.
Although sn ectimeted 25,000 rublc yards ” af exrth were displeced Ly the
totel musber of bowt erctere (189) in the target wves, ;rodably mo more
tha 10 percent of thia cmewunt of displacement rasulted from the 5

youd guts. out of 1,309 bowbs dropred (sbout 600 toms), oaly I°

boubs vere fuzed for ¥H-hour deley. for
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Aspuming ccms delay befure the start of repeir work because =7 the

Salsyed-action bombs, it is sctimmted thet & crew of £33 leburers ueing
haad tools could bave the 5 road cuts repeired 1o 8 to 10 bours.

comnt practics four Communist truck

{eelfic o begin driving on

of reute 7 snd Mu 0ie Pess In Lucs bas shown trucks winding through
the cretered sections of these roads while they were belng regaired.

» mmmm’s recelvsd

wntdl 21 Apetl 1566,

% Assuming an Aversge of 10 cubic yards of earth wes displaced in

ok Lol wreter.

Approved For Release 2992/08,1,1:

b : CIA-RDP78S5021 49R00020020}}003-4

nis

25X1

25X1




Approved For Release 2002/08/16 : CIA-RDP78502149R000200200003-4

Lan
P

Post-striks phoiegraphy of the second B-52 mlsslcn agalas: M
Gia Pass, carvied our o 7 &@ru.? rsveaisd thet amliftary wraiiie was
flowing agatn w~ichia 24 hows. Although the precise szisas of denis.
of e Fass Trom the eariier B«32 sirike ou 11 April 18 A0C Rnowm, it
418 oy result in an apprecisbly longer interdicitoz time. Is the
days batveen the ivo B-52 mlsslonsg repeated avmed raconnaisssases sirikes
ersaied additloaal temporary cuss, Heverthslisss, ithe route has resalsed
trafficebie. The aversge aovemsinl of wueks through Mu Jla le 25 per
duy, whish reguires 2 totel frasel: tise »f sbout one howr. The rapldlity
ef sepalyr wd ths ablily of ithe Horih Vielnamese o0 compenssiz for
temparary delags to maintain ibe iov of loglstie sugpiles to the VO, PAVE
shovs the relative foeffeetivemess of cwrrent laserdietiom afiorts,
using sianderd HE weapouna.

Flosily, ve note ihat th: Burih Vietpemese have izico s aumber
of measures W sharten refuperaticen iises at Mu Gla, ans sre budldliag
as sliernative route which wl.: subswsailally sugment cxiziis; rond
ecapanily w laes.

The 27 Apeil Attsck

1. The 27 Agril attess vas cooeentraled U & targe: arua coveriag

2 milee of route 15 cne asd & balf miles morth Of the Be52 sirike of

M ""’f =
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Bl

ey

Approved For Release

25X1




Approved For Releape 2002/08/16 : CIA-RDP78502149R000200200003-4

See map.)
11 April. /The ordsance axpendsd OB Jpr taTsph Sotelilzd 1L wOons

{360-750 pound bomwbs sad 360 - 1,000 pound bombs). Minciy bubs had

dnlayed fuses, helf of them sci for s heurs sad the remaiase

14k hours. Post striks photo rsghy of this mission obisined 3 howrs
sm‘mam, shoved 11 separate rosd cute on rewle 15, » towal
of 170 bowd craters in the ‘argel sresm, snd 67 boad sraters oulside.
Gaiy 32 of the bowb craters very on the rosd {teelf (:‘ém photo).
Fhotosraphy ohtained st 0930 hours the following moraing, 28 April,
shoved that the roed wvas gpen sad vehicle tracks inficated dRat
traffic had already moved through the pmes,

2. The operstioss assded 16 restore the reed W uscskle condi-
tion coasisted of £illiag the bomdk cralars to origtaml gzreds by using
stoekpilod materisis snd debris from tha eraters sdjacent to the rosd.
&tmymﬁa&ur@ttmm;w}m,gmz»%ﬁ&
shoulders .zw:@ina from O=3 feet. The surface 1 of satuwral savrih,
vhich makes 1% & melatively cimple mastar o resiors the road 40
prestrike condicien by the wse of amsevialas from the crsieras. The
il road cuts dlsplaced ao more than 3,000 eubic ysrds of sarth. The
time teble of Commmist countermessures 1o the P52 zirike provably
vas a8 follows:

Q100 ~ Alr striks

U730 - 1900 Road visesd, 56 repair work scluaily is prograsc.
Men ond trucks movad o the dasaged avead. petountion of
daiayed sction bosbs alrsaly in progress. Prepurationy
undervay o Begis repsirs 1o the rosd bed alter sigatfell.
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Y900 - O7G0 Detonation of delayad actlon hombs compiated.
Laborers, with the uid of wmﬁs to move fill ssierisl,
enge in repat: fzg the road by dackfilling sad caugacting
the 32 bomb crasars. Hight photography laksn as Q1o
howrs sbowed the roed biocked buil meny itrucke in the ares
iadieaiing repeir work ia progress. Hstimated time of
campletion - OTCO hours, 20 Agrii.

3. The Be=52 strike on 11 April agsiast Mu Gia Pasz 414 et rogull
in the inwerdietion of reuwte 15 For & significently greatar peried of
time then ihe ssrike os 2T April. Although ithe exmet time Lraffie
started moving i not xaown, phovoraphy shoved thatl Routs 10 ia e
target avea was trafficable .ithin 3 days after the il Aprili strilke.
The road throughout Mu Gle Pags hed besn contimually struck Beiween

11 end 26 April By Bolling Thunder and Sleel Tiger armed reconns
sissions creating additional tmgporsry road cute, delaylng rejelrs
and desirayisg truck traffis, but ik road remalsed traflicsble.

s, Cosmunist advance plaaning o sintaigze the 2ffscis of alr strikss
s fscinded the develogment o provedures to repair romd cuts rapldly.
Bngineering troops and conseripied looal workers are statiomo? in semi-
permBGent ogkps in and sdjacent o ihe pass. ey o643 e assombled
aad moved o the damesed sections within 1-3 hours after the strike. In
addition, ztoekpiles of materials suwh a8 crushed stone and Lmgbey ara
éisiributed throughout the Pasg ares a% strategle petats. Great priority

03',
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is placed wpon meintenance of through traffic at valserabls polaits
meeh as Mo Gde Pass. Ceatlngeary plannlag by the Boruh Vietnamew
eadoubiadly Saclvdes ta pracifcs oF premuturely eipioding dalayed
sotion bombe by wsing dyssmite oharges or by firing saciadrcralt or
mortar shells into the bombs. I ithe deimyed action bowmbe feil iu
the sede apparcal pRitern on Bs 27 April strike as t2r otal ovduance
dropped, ouly about 5 delayed acilon bombds would have & be 40 datovated,
& reintiveiy fast operatios.

5. Beglunlag with the Deesaber 1365 pause ia the tambing of
Borih ¥ictasn, sdditional workers sad eonstruetlion eguigment heve buen
aseligned 1o the Mo Ola Pass erea. Soeporte Indicate the possible presence
of sagioser cissesie of 2 PAVY rogimsnts and local workers comseripted
for road saintenance axd brid. e rogair. We eatimmie i1ht ihere &re
3,000 ea lnesr troeps snd snoiber ;3,000 civilien parsonne. stationed
withic 8 toa mile radiue of the target. We estimale that sbese forcos
Bave approxiastely six medius sized bulldozers, and &t leest 27 three-
ton trucks avaliabls Sur we o the rapalr snd malutessnce of M Gls
Fass.

6. Ac average of nearly 25 trucks per day, =ach sarcyiaz shout
3 vons of supplies, Is esilmated 0 Bave moved south ithrough Ma Ois
Pues durlng the proesent dry seasss {rom 1 December throudn 5 Apell.

ievel of traftic bas varied oo a0nih to meath frel 4 hizh oF
about 35 lrucke per day o lecember and January 10 sboat 17 in derch
and the firsl part oF Agrii. Afier the Tirst 3-52 strike of Mu Jla Pase,
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traffic during & 4-day period vas reporiad to hava averaged 25 gouth
bousd trucks per day. A comvuy of 25 trucks traveling et 10 miles
per howr and spaced shout 245 et spast, could transit ihe Pass ares
iz slighily more ilen Ove Bowr. Hemce, 17 the psss is open sboul ome
pour & day, e present leval of treffic can be accomuadated.

7. Althouch seither of thr swo BeSZ nitacks against Mx Cla Pass
stopped tralfie for approciabls lengibs of time the Norih Vistaamese
ere takisg edditional messures, Thers are strong isdications ihat
GANM's are piansed »s sdditicoal proteciion Jor the pass.

&, The Communists, &s pari of ao overall program of dewelaping
alternass routss o offset potaxtial imterdletion of the pregent

iaftitration routes in laos, ars 1o the late stages of construction
of smother border erossing rosd thal vill act as en alteranie e ibe
pomaacts routs 101 in North Vietass with route %1l iv laos sewih of

W Gia Fase. The segment her bosn ausbered routs 312 in lace and
route 137 in Horid Viewnsm. It bas beoa undar consiiruciiom, over
soustaisons teTrals, sipce =arly Jusuary and is prolmdly useshbie for
itmited through traffie now. (Sse atiached wap.) Parts of the route
have been extensively camouliazsd, undowdiedly to susurs contioued
movesant of traffic from the vicinliy of the ueng Ihe forry in Nerth
Vietnam i& the laotisn fafflcration astverk. In sdditios o Wpsssing
the Bemviiy bombed aress of rouie L) and 12, the road zocs arcund roule

23 and the aoribers part of route Jii whieh ia some arcss 1z relstlvely
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will dondele the copadility of msistaiaofar &t lesst the esent jevsl

of Lraitis sty laos.

Approved For Release

2002/08/16 : CIA-RDP78S02149R000]

200200003-4

25X1

25X1




