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SHAO-KUAN EXPLOSIVES PRODUCTION AND PROBABLE ‘AMMUNITION
LOADING PLANT NEAR SHAQ-KUAN [CHU-CHIANG), CHINA

SUMMARY

~ Recent good-quality photog;'aphy revealed
an explosives production and probable ammu-
- nition loading plant northwest of Shao-kuan (Chu-
chiang), China; an associated revetted storage
area is located nearby. This installation had
previously been identified, on. the basis proor-
quality photography, as the Suspect Amniur’litiop_
Loading Plant near Chu-chiang.. Although con-
struction activity was still under way in
- some portions of the installation were.’

probably operational at that time,

 DESCRIPTION OF FACILITIES

The Shéo—kuan_ Explosives Production and
Probable .Ammunition Loading Plant is located
8.5 hauti¢al miles (nm) northwest of the town
of Shao-kuan (Chu-chiang), China, at 24-53N
113-29E (Figure 1). The.plant is situated in
a bend of the Wu Shui (river) and E;overs an

‘area of approximately 3 square nm on the east
- bank.’ ) o ’

Collateral information indicates that in
a chefnical plant located north-
west of Shao-kuan and overtly known as a
- coal processing plant was reportedly produc-
ing [ <o raw ma-
terials shipped in.via a newly constructed rail
spur._ _1/° Although the location of the reported
chemical plant -resembles that ofthis;explo_siiles
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FIGURE 2. SHAO-KUAN EXPLOSIVES PRODUCTION AND PROBABLE AMMUNITION LOADING PLANT, CHINA,

Table 1. Structures at Shao-kuan Explosives Praoductiori'and Probable Ammunition Load{rig‘P‘lanz
. (Item numbers appear on Figure 3}
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a'significant resemblance .between the
facilities of the 2 plants is not apparent on
the most recent photography. '

A previous roport bascd on poor-quality
photography presented construction progress
and layout ~details as of_ 2/
Rzcent good-quality photography, including that
of has provided a&dition’al details,
measurements, and the interpretations which
follow. ) , :

plant,

The -installation consists of the following
sections: a secured plant containing 2 parallel
explosives production lines and adjacent prob-
able ammunition loading buildings, a secured
revetted storage area for explosives, and a
housing area (Figures 2-.-and 3). . Support
structures are located near the secured plant.
A small walled compound east-southeast of the
plant may provide additional support facilities.

Table 1, which is keyed to Figure 3, presents
the dimensions of various structures at the
installation, and color coding of the line draw-
ing of the plant la‘yout (Figure 3) md;cates con-
struction progress.

The sections 7of the installation ‘are inter-
connected by roads. The main Shao-kuan/Chen-
hsien railroad passes -2 nm to the east of the
production area, but there are no rail spurs
in _the plant vicinity. The nearest rail-to-road
transfer point appears to be located along the
main railroad 4.5 am southeast of the installa--
_tion at a small village -at 24-52N 113-33E.
No unusual -rail cars have been observed in
the area. . \ -

Earthen dams have been bu11t at various
locations throughout the site to stabilize the
terrain and to serve as reservoirs.

.is no evidence of the mining nor of the pro-
cessing of coal.
are apparent.
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EXPLOSIVES PRODUCTION AND PROBABLE
AMMUNITION LOADING PLANT

The Explosives Production and Probable
Loading Dlant is secured lby a
fence and isolated from the agricultural areas
to the northeast by a second fence. GatehousesA
are located at the 'main entrances, and’ guard
towers are scattered throughout the area. The
principal pléﬁt entrance is-marked by a circu-
lar flower bed with a star-shaped interior
design. Related support buildings are situ-

ated outside the security fence.

The plant contains 2 parallel explosives
production lines. The northern line consists
of 11 revetted structures interconnected by a.
covered passageway and 6 unrevetted structures,
2 of which are connected to the passageway.
The revetted structures on the eastern end of
the line are small gable- -roofed ‘typical ex-
plosives product1on or loading buildings. A
farger structure at the western end of the line
is connected by pipeline to a small structure
outside the reverment. The southern pro-
duction line is similar to the northern one,
but’ somfiewhat smaller. It _consists. of 8 small
revetted structures, 7 of which are inter-
cormected by ‘a covered passageway, and 5
other structures, 2 of which are connected to
the passageway. The alighrﬁént and type of struc-
tures in both production lineés resemble the .

-layout for the manufaéture of an” intermediate-
type explosive such as black powder; however,

the preoduction of g
explosives cannot be discountea. It
probable’
used for ammunition loading.

initiator or bursting-type
is also
that some of these structures are

A plant support area is located -duts_ide
the secured area and immediately west of the
plant; this contains an open Storage aréa and
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several storage and support buildings. A
’rectangu}ar reservoir isi located on a hilltop
north of the plant. Probable underground
pipelines lead from the reservoir and nearby
pumphouses to the rlver, the plant, and the
Housing Area.” A boilerhouse with an ad-
jacent smokestack and several support build-
ings are situated east of the plant area.

Ground scarrmg throughout “the area of
the plant:indicates contmumg consrructlon, but
someé of the older buildings are probably oper-

C : 7

‘ational; .

REVETTED STORAGE AREA ! R
The Revetted Storage |Area is located about

4,000 feet southeast. of the plant.

The area'is

! Y .
secured by a perimeter fence, strategically

placed guard towers, and a guardhouse at the
_single entrance. A cxsfern is .1ocated near
the entrance. Wirhin the secured area are 12
revetted bulldlngs, 2 reécently completed re-
vetments, 2 areas of congtructlon activity, and
a reverment which contamed a building in -
I but was empry in _ The
average height of the revetments is 20 feet.

The storage buildings az;e small gable-roofed

typical explosives-storage buildings with single

I

covered entrances; no. roof ventilators are‘

visible. .
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HOUSING AREA

The Housing Area is located about 3-,500'

It contains
the following structures: a large administra-

feet east-northeast of the plant.

tion building; 7 multistory housing Vbuilc‘lings, _

1 of which has been under construction since

6 smaller barracks buildings, 25X1D -

2 of which were recently constructed; a ve-

. hicle shed; and several other support buildings.

Borrow pits for fill dirt a%wsxble 1mmedlate1y
northeast of this area.

POSSIBLY RELATED SUPPORT AREA .

The Possibly Réla d Support Area con-
taining a . rectangular ‘walled compound is ‘lo-
cated about 5,000 feer east- southeast of the
plant. On early photographlc coverage of the
site this’ area résembled a construction camp.
It could or1g1nally have- been used to -house
prisoners and may now be an agricultural stor-
age area. The walled compound has guard
towers_at 2 corners and another on 1 side.
The cornpound formerly contained several
small buildings which have been razed; ‘the most
recent photography reveals w1th1n the walls a

" large recently constructed storage building, a

similar building - under construction,
smaller building&~.
located outside the wall.
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