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WARNING
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the National Defense of the United States
within the meaning of the espionage laws,
Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the trans-
mission or revelation of which in any manner
to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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ACTIVITIES OF U.5. NATIONALS IN AWTARCTICA

BY TEOIGNATED ARFAS, 1819-1957

Epraworg

TR

;

Fart T of the present report lists U.S. expeditions to and relited
U.8. activities in deslgnated aress of the Antarctic continent and zarby
islands. For the purpose of this study, Antarcitica has been divided into
nine srees, desigrated by the letters A through I, respectively as iniicated
on the accompanying msp {(Map 25971). The avreas bave been delineated on
the busle of the type, intensity, and duration of activity by U.S8. aablonsls.
Expeditions that operated in more than one area are referred to undrr each
of the areas in vwhich they operated.

¥or each of the expeditions, briefl informmtion is given on the 3stes,
sponsorship (whether private or official), the nsme of the leader, ths
ngmes of the more importent vessels, names of any bases occupied and
length of occupatlion, gencral arveas explored, type of scientific or sther
activities carried on, original detailed mapping published as resul: of
the expedition, sny alr photogrephy secured, and territorial claims aade
on behalf of the United States by expedition members.

Fart IL is a chreonological listing of alil U.S. expeditions, with

refersnces to the sress in which each oporated.
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Vorpoise and Sea (ull sailed south and east vie Scuth Shetland Islonds

w0 point off Tip of rFalmey Fenlusula. ILandings mede f._rcm' Se= Gull on
Deception Islend.

1641-42: Private sealing expedition under Williem H. Smyley in
vessel Ohdo. Visited South Shetlend Islands, west coast Palmer Peninzuvla,
Falmer Archipelsge. Obtained minimum temperature reading for Deception
Islard from thermometer previously left by British Chanticleer Expeditlon.

1912-13: Private vwhaling expedition to South Georgle under

Benjamin D. Clevelsnd in vessel Daisy. RQobert Cuchman Murphy engegsd in

pesural history studies and charted Bay of Isles.

1920-29: Jolnt British and U.S. expedition sponsored by public and
privete organizations lead by Sir Hubert Wilkins in vessel HBeltborii..
Picneered use of sirplane in Antarctica. Reconnasissance flights in
vicinlty of Ieception Island and soutlward along east coast Palmer
Feninsula. Limiged number o oblique s%ill photographs and motion
plotures taken

1929-30: Joint British and U.5. expedition lead by Sir Hubert Vilkin

i A 943

In Williem Scoregby and wanling vessels. Willism Scoresby went

fLeception Islsnd soublwardi to west of PFalwer Perndnsuls coast as far oo

s (ALY UL YRR .
57Pha' g . 78930 |, Mroplave flights made along west coest, over Pelrer

3

nivauisa, snd southward.

Privete sxpedlition under Idncoln Ellsworth in ship

Byatt Eexrp {second Elleworth expedition; see Arves I for flrst expedinion).
Fialte zl)«.cclptioug Snow Hill and Bundee Isiands. Plane for projecisd
Prans-fntarctic fight took ofF from Snow HEll Ysland but foreed o

wern heek by bad wegtl
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1932-36: Tuird Ellsvorth expedition in @Q@&Eﬂ@ﬂg@. Trans-Antarctic
#3ight mede from Dundee Isiand %o Bay of Whales {(Boss Sea oy ) vis
Palmer Penjngula, Fovember-December 1935,

19k7-l8: Ronne Antsrctic Research Expedition sponsored by publis,
private, and official agencies, under Cdr. ¥inn Ronne, USHR, iu shi§

Port of Beaumont. Planes of expedition made 2 flights north of Antarciic

Circle, main arem of operations wes southward.

1956 to the present: U.S. Ravy Operation Deepfreeze (U.S. Antarcihic

operations of the International Geophysical Year). Two sircrafs Flown
from Sovth Americs down east coast of Palmer Peninsula to Ellsworth
Station at the head of Weddell Sea, stopping en route on islands off

Palmer Peninsula, December 1957.
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fres B: Palwer Peninsuls south of Antarctic Circle, Alexander I and
Chercot: Islands, and other areas from 40% 4o 90°W and southw:m'd %0
82%.

1929-30: Joint British and U.S. expedition under Sir Bubert Wilkins,

e e S S st

Flane flight around Charcot Islend made from Willism Scoresby. Although

sponsors of expedition included U.8. orgenizations and individuals,
Vilkins dropped dccument claiming the isiand on bebalf of Great Britain.

;g§§:§§;' Third Ellsworth expedition. On trans-Avtarctic flight,
Ellsvworth passcd over Ares 8. Intermittent oblique photogrephy, later
used in mafﬁng reconnaissance maps of 3 sections of Area B. Unofficizl
claim made by Ellsworth on behalf of the U.S. extended eastwerd to 80%,
thus 1ncluding prart of Area B.

1939-k1: United Stetes Antarctic Service. Official cxpedition

under Rear Adm. Richard E. Byrd, USN (ret.) in ships Bear of Qskland and

North Star; East Base under commend of L. Cdr. Richerd E. Black, USER,
establizhed at Stonington Island, Marguerite Bay ares, operated thepe
¥arch 1940-March 1641, Flights along cast ccast of Palmer Peninsuls
southward to T4%S, over Alexsnder T and Charcot I¥slands, snd along

George VI Sound; secured oblique mepping photography. Sledge journeys
along George VI Sound, into interior plateau of Palmer Peninsula, syd
along ecast coast to ?loiO'S, during vhich sstronomic fixes were Gaken.
Weather station maintsined on interior pleteau. Geologieal, meteorologicsl
and other investigations conducted. Personnel of expedition deposited

or alr dropped documents meking claims on behslf of the U.8. st 18

- . o] 0Lt
locations between 6878 and 7h718 8.
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;;gé;gz: U S. Havy Opervation Highjump under Rear Adm. Richerd B, Byrd
and.Rear Adm. Richard H. Cruzen, USK, in ships of Task Force 63. Eastern
group under Capt. George J. Dufek in 3 ships cruised to west of Palmer
'Feninsula_in Januery - February 1947, plane flights over Charcot and
Alexender I Isliands secured trimetrogon photographyf Do;umﬂnts making
cisims on bebalf of the U.S. dropped at 7 points on or near the northsrn
portions of the 2 islands. |

1947-43: Ronne Antarctic Research Expedition. Reoccupled former
East Base of 1.5. Antarciic Service, Stonington Island, March 1647 -
February 1048. Seismological, metceorcloglical, geophysical, tidal, and
coswic-ray observatlons carried out at base. Trimetrogon mapping photo-
graphy coﬁsring boﬁh coasts of Palmer Peninsula from sbout 66°S southward,
Alexander I and Charcot Islends, Robert English Coast westward to 79QW.,
Orville Escarpment southward to Mt. Hessage, and along edge of Filchner
Tce Shelf to about 40°%. Astronomic fixes to provide ground control for
photography secured by landing planes and by two sledge journeys, ons to
George VI Sound and another, in company with British personnel, along

east coast southward to the Bowman Feninsule to about 7508. Weather

stations in support of flight operations meintained on interior platesu
of Palmer Peninsulas and at Cape Keeler on esst coast. Ronne nade & claim
on bebalf of the U.S. to =ll the territory lying betwecen 30°W and 88°W
and 73°5 and 82°.

1987-48: U.S. Havy Operation Windmill under Cdr. Gerald L. Ketchum

in icebreskers Bdisto end Burton Islend. At the end of expedition, chips
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visited Margueriﬁe Bay; assisted in freeing Port of Besumont of Ronne

expedition in breaking way through Neny Bay.

1956 4o present: U.S. Navy Operation Deepfreeze under command of

Rear Adm. George A. Dufek in ships of Wavy Task Force 43. In Jenuary
1956, & Navy aircraft made iranscontinental flight from MchMurdo Sound
(Area E) via South Pole to Weddell Sea and return. Ellsworth Staticn
under initial compand of Capt. Finn Ronne established on shelfl ice étv

1§ 1
+7°23'8 - 41°07 W on 25 Janusry 1957. Before this, Staten Ieland anc.

Wyandot had progressed westward along Filchner Lce Shelf to point acer
Bowman Peninsule, the pleaned site for Ellsworth Station, but were then
Porced to retire to site finally chosen. Scientific program oi IGY
carried on at stetion. In December 1957, fiights made by two gircersi’t
from South America down east coast of Palmer Peninsula %o Elisworth
Stablon Lo cngage in elecbionic-coniroiled wappiog. Hloteriand of

Fllsworsh Station penetrated by tractors.
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C Por the U.8. By act of Congress, 16 June 1912,

i to present & gold xedel to BEllsworth "o

vid one hundred and dwentiesh meridians west...” zod for his servicos o
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fiights nade to Walgresn Coest, Thurston Fernlusuls, dnd Serapn

ive explorstory flighte made from Little Americe IIY¥ to points in

darie Byrd ILand, 4 of them resching or exces 2ding I Mdﬁgw obligues oy %
vhobogrephy secursd. Three surface pariles to Fosdick Mte., EHal ¥Floo:

Range, and Edsel Ford Renges,. respectlvely. BioEmg eal, gfo’””*cnm,

tiong carried out and &stronamic ines

cosmic-ray, andé suroral obse

L,_:
f‘s
i—‘-»

secured. Document making g for U.8. placed on slope of Mb. Grac:
McKinley: other cloims documents poesidbly leff elsevhere.
19k6-h7:  U.S. Cperztion BEighjunp. Plares from the sastern

group of Task Tovee G0 under cummnd of Cupt. George J. Dufek photogr:ined

coast from sbout 100 N* to 12 W Jaauary 19%7 photography compiled 1.0 pre

lminery base ailrchsrts at the scele ol 1:305,000 publisked in 194G,

shout: 20 claim sheets dropped by air crewmen on these fllghts. Planeo
Trom central group undsr Resr Adm. Richard ¥. Cruzen, based st Bay of
whmles, secured trimetroson mapping vhotography of much of novthwcﬁur~
Marie Byrd Land and some aress scubheast of Roes Lee Shelf. Ssveral

claims documents dropped.

1955 %o present: Cperstion Deepfraese. Flaces of Task Foree 43

7

lew aver western and sou ﬁzw ' portions of Ares €. Byrd Stetion undesr
initial dirsction of G. &, Poney establizhed in December 1956 - Jonuas oo 1097

at 80%S - 120% by traotor @ Ffrom Zittle fmerice ¥; aix drops of

rogrew. cerrvied on.  Tractor jJourners

o~

aupplics znd men. IGY sole

made to other portions of Marie EByrd Land.
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chart of conat.
1653-5h:  Boston-Melbourne voyage of ship Oriental under

Coot. John J. Heard., Dlscovered Heard Island.

e

expedition, under Capt. E. .

1855-56; Private seed

Capt. Frenkiin F. Smith in chips Corinthian and Leurens and 4 hende

Fode first landings on and oapped Eeard Isiand. ard Island e

cteupied by sealers for wore than 20 years after 1856.

1857: Private sssling expedition under Cept. Henry Rogers
Zoz.  First wiotering ‘on Beerd Islend.

193%-39: Fourth Ellsworth expedition. Wyatt ¥arp skirted
Ingrid Crristensen Joash and fwery lee Shelif. Several landings and

astal i’ﬁgms made. Jaouery 1939, plsae took off from maygin of ite

ey

. , - ey O 0 g e
shelfl cast of Vestiold Hills; flew southward to 7278 - 7Y°E, where
) . P - - . PO
Ellsworth dropped documant clalwming for the W.8. the area south of T4

to & distance of 150 miles ¢n elther side of his line of fiight and 15U

s

milles south of his southerwmncset point.
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