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PART XII: POFULATION

1 General
The populstion of Cuba, numbering 5,870,854 us of May 1953 (ses
Table 1), is of heterogeneous compositicn and ie distributed unevenly
throvghout the Island. ¥rom sarly Spanish eolonial days to the pres.
ent, the growth of population in Cuba has, to a large extent s paral-
leled the &evelo:xnent of the sugar industry; and the raciel composi-
tion reflects the successive waves of lgborers -- Negro slaves,
Chinese contract laborers, snd, more recently, immigrants from other
izlands of the Antilles -- brought to Cube by the white population
to work in the caneflelds and sugar mills. '*

Tae 1933 census enumeration, Censos de Foblacidm, Viviendas y

Electoral: Informe Genarsl, is the most recent detailed statistical

source svailable on the population of Cuba and was the principal
source used in ypreparing this report. Although the data are old and
changes in sbeolute numbers obviously have occurred since 1953, the
relative :gopula,tion structure probably has pot changéd significantly
in terms of distﬁbution, raclal composition, employment, and literacy.

XTI, Distribution

A relatively bigh population density prevails in reglons of
bimins and hills snd a corvesponding low density in mountainous re-
gions and areas of cosstal swamps. The actual density ranges from

187.2 persons per squarve kilometer (L84 persons per sguare mile) in

B Bo(eR-E.T .
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s Habepa Provinee to 23.5 persous per sguare kilometer (61 persons
per sguare mile) in Camagliey Province. Well over 50 percent of the
total population resides in Oriente'a.nd 1a Habans Provinces (31 per-
cent and 26 perceni, respectively), and 21 percent is concentrated
within the Havana metropolitan arvea.* (See Map 1.)

Even though the Cuban economy is primarily agricultural, 57 per-~
cent of the ﬁopnation rasidss in urban zones and onljr 43 percent in
rura.i areas. These figures, hovever, are somewhat wisleading because |
an urban zone, For purposes of the 1953 census enumeration, was de-
fined as "a populetion center of 150 inhsbitants or more which has
electrical, medical, legel, and recrestional services, or which is
located in close proximity to and is Punctionally relsted to enmother
population center having these services.” Thus many of the so-called
urban zones are little more than workers' settlements situated in |
Tursl areas where agriculturally-oriented activities (such as the
operaﬁon of sugar milis sund the intensive cultivation of tobacco)
require an sbove-aversge concentration of workers. The rural popu-
lation as designated in the census enumeration ‘consists mainly of
families residing in 1solated dwellings on fincas (farms) rather than
in settlements. |

Considering the urban population as a whole‘, 35 percent lives

in cities of 100,000 or more inbasbitents; 23 percent in cities of

¥ The Havana metropolitan area includes the urban zones of La
Babana, Msrianao, Guansbacoa, Santiago de 1as Vegas, Regla, Bauta,
and Sants Mar{s del Rosario municipios.

-2
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25,000 to 100,000 ichabitants; 20 percent in citles of 5,000 to.
25,000 inhebitants; and 22 percent in u;ban ‘comnnmities of less then
5,000 inhebitents. Clusters of urban centers are in evidence pax-
ticularly along the route of the Central Highway and in proximity to
the cities of Le Hsbana, Sentiego de Cuba, and Santa Clara. (See '
Table 2 for & 1listing by province of urban centers with 1,000 or
more inhabitents and Map 2 for the geographic distribution of urban
centers by relative size.

IITI. Raclal Composition

Racially the popuiation of Cuba consists of vhites, Negroes, mem-
bers of the yellow race, and mestizos., The white population 1n Cubé
is predominantly of Spanish descent, end the ye:).loi population is al-
most entirely of Chinese descent. As defined for purposes of the
1953 census enunnerafion the term mestizo is spplied to persocns of
mixed race - whether white-Negro, white-yellow, or Negro-yellow.

The total purber of persons emuerated as of a white-yellow or Negro-
yell&w racisl mixture was statistically inﬂi@iﬂca’nt‘ a8 compared
with the large mumber of white-Negro mestizos.

Persons of white skin constitute nearly T percent of the total
population and ars about evenly divided between urban and rural
dwellsrs. Mestizoa and Negroes together cdmprise 26 perceunt of the

| total population (14 percent and 12 percent, respectively), and
persons of yellow skin constitute approximately 0.3 percent of the

population. Somewhat more than helf the mestizos end Negroes reside

“ 3 -
; S5~E=~C-R<E~T
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_ Table 2-NUCLEOS URBANOS DE 1,000 HABITANTES Y MAS, POR PROVINCIAS: 1953

1 - et ppe—
. 8125: CIR'RPF!?-U'I (4]0) -
: Poblacién Gsleos urbanos gtl\lgén 4 o8 Poblacién
T\;‘ LAS VILLAS—Cont, ORIENTE
4,042 Central Maria.. 1,008 ||De 100,000 y més:
4,866 Central Narcisa, 1,051 | Santiago de Cubs ......ccusend 163,287
4,018 Central Viotoris. 1,190 |{ De 50,000 » 100,000:
1,478 Cifuentes 2,208 G 671
3.018 57,873
“ Congojas. 1.080
6,146 Ban Antonio de las Vegas.... 1,512 Cormlillo.... 1,123 [|Dse 25,000 & 50,000:
250 Ban Antonio de Rio Blanco 2,308 4,679 Mansanillo........ccocmeranenns 42,252
Ban Falips....coescooo 1,383 2,210 Paima Soriano... - 1421
Santa Crus del Norte. . 3,537 4,791 Viotoria de laa Tu: 20,431
042 Santa Maria del Rosario.... 1,824
,228 X 4,712 ||Da 10,000 & 25,000:
8,548 Tapaate. ... 1,431 1,135 anes 20,257
,780 Vereds Nueva 1,007 1,041 Barcos. 11,459
146 WAIAY....vcorerrrrnne 1,252 1,107 Bayamo 20,178
1,752 8an Luis 11,110
,740 MATANZAS 3,701 -
181 De 5,000 a 10,000:
162 ||De 50,000 a 100,000: Manaoas............ 2,515 ADtilla....iiriiinirinssnnnereenioon 8,481
, 284 DSBS, ...0rvceeererseeneerensrrece: 83,016 Manicaragua. . 3,903 Caimaners. 5,847
,070 Madta....... . 1,349 Campechuela s 5,536
43,750 Matagu4. 1,214 Central Chaparra. ,804
S04 Maysjigua.. 2,950 Central Delicins........ 840
007 15,755 :
,811 10,444 Meneses.............
589 Poza la China
A3 uemado de
5,244 ancho Veloz
512 6,863 Ranchuelo..
887 6,041
684 5,351 Rodas. ..o,
038 Rodrigo...
905 BSan Antonio de las Vueltas
2,048 Ban Diego del Valle.............
788 3,166 Ban Fernando de Cama-
608 1,036 TOILOA. ...ovieremrnreresnaesrenssesens
602 .. 1,245
Bolondr6n 3,444 San Juan de los Yeras
8anto Domingo
Calimete. 2,260 Bitiecito...
De 100,000 y mis: Ci S, 1,103 Taguasco.
La Habana.......ueioiriennenns 785,458 2,183 Tunas de
Muari 219,278 288
De 50,000 & 100,000: 1,031 Yaguaramas.......oveerreeenene 1,008 Cayo Mambf, 1,353
Ban Miguel del Padrén y| Zaza del Medio, . 4,252 Central Jobabo.. 3,248
BUB TODATION. ..covvoerirerecrons 60,881 Central Espafia.... 1,600 Zulueta 4,254 Centrsl Las Cafias. 1,083
Central Mercedes. 1,192 Central Mabay.. 2,405
De 28,000 & 50,000: Central Tinguaro. 1,212 CAMAGUEY Central Maceo... 1,433
baocoa. " 82,490 C.éspede! ............ . 1,003
29.226 Cidra (Sants Ana 1,463 |{De 100,000 y méda: Central Manatf..... 2,818
Regla....... 28786 ) COMARBOY..o.overmrssririssrerns: 110,388 Centra] Miranda 2,188
' Coliseo........ 1,765 Central Preston. 3,827
De 10,000 & 25,000: Guareiras.... 1,122 ||De 25,000 a 50,000: Centra] Rio Cau 8,174
Boute 8 20,000: Giira de Meaou 1,187 Ciego de Avila.. ..  BB,178 Central Romelie 1,088
11,518 Juan Gualberto 2,670
18,718 Limonar.. 3,801 ||De 10,000 & 25,000: Central Balvador.. 1,520
1963 Florida.....coveccrercmaninnnnns 21,159 Centra] 8an Antonio 1,300
18'051 Los Arabos. 1,090 Moré6n.. . 18,620 Central 8an Ramén, 1,087
1 /251 M::me 2,560 Nuevitas, 12,390 Central Santa Cecilia.. 1,101
0,974 Marii........ . 2,605 Central Soledad 1,246
Ban Antonlo de Caberaa.... 2,300 ||De 5,000 a 10,000:
Ban José de los Ramos. . 1,269 Centra) Elia 5,447 Central Taca}6 1,208
7,111 Varadero. .o merresiensnconn. 2,640 5,889 Central T4namo 2,032
0,582 2,686
5,945 LAS VILLAS 7.021 ?,igg
5,765 ||De 50,000 a 100,000:
Cienfuegon.. 57,991 Chracorro.. 2,442 ! 2,004
5,291 Banta Clara. 77,308 Ceballos... 1,406 Dos Caminos del Cobre...... 2,278
5,738 Central Baragu 2,287 Entrada de Holguin. 1,203
5,872 ||De 25,000 a 50,000: Central Cunagua.. 1,879 Fray Benito..., 1,450
5,078 Placetas 25,228 Central Lugarefio 3,135 Guamé 1,500
Sagua Is Grande.... 26,187
Sancti-Spiritus, 87,741 Central SR 1,326 G 2,507
8,880 d . 1,314 Guars.. 1,362
3,819 |[De 10,000 & 25,000: 1,943 Guisa... 2,387
1,684 Cabalgudn.. 15,309 1,173 Juan Vi 1,302
2.02343 . 4,410 Jutinict............ 2,370
3,046 Xingaton 1,160
2,638 4,191 La 1,818
2,108 1,876 Los 1,103
2523 ||De 5,000 & 10,000 1508 Minea 468 110
s e B, & 10,000 f nna de clto... f
1808 || Agusda de Pasajeros........| 5112 ueyelto
: Fomento.. 7,852 4,503 8,074
1,428 Guayos, 5,509 1,020 1,985
3,775 Palmirs.... . 6,261 1,787 2489
1032 ||  Bante Iaabel doias Lajas..| 8362 . 4,583 1,615
iﬁ YAQUAIAY....crvenrerecrerrrrniernes 5,191 Jiqui 1,185 1,835
De 1,000 & 5,000: Jdoaro 1,411 1,104
1,227 Abreus, e 1,682 Kinston Barrio.....comv 1,448 2,108
1,184 2,223 Majagua 2,289 2,020
8,976 1,314 Minas 3,827 1,085
4377 3,286 Piedrecitan. .. 1,619 Tiguabon...... 1,288
2,149 1,239 ]
3,667 Veguitas 2,014
4,458 1,408 4,008 1,444
4,402 3,445 2,781 3,340
1,008 408 8,378 1,812
8,203 1,418 1,804 2,182
4,082 1,167 1724 1421
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in urban areas, vhereas 89 percent cf the persons of yellow skin are

~anrepntrated in uwrban aress.

Table 3

(See Tables 3 and &.)

Racial Composition by Provinces

Pipar A=l ' . \
_Race Rio Ls Hobans Matanzes Les Villas Camsgiey _Oriente
White 357,252 1,iBh,Lk93 307,230 8u9,a4k2 k83,405 1,062, gﬁls
Negro 63,463 176,601 47,622 oh, 628  81,55L 261,443
Yellow 368 3,005 1,216 1,657 1,835 2,576
Maatizo 27,339 168,704 39,712 84,635 51,462 k1,253
rotal  LuB,ke2 1,536,803 395,780 1,030,162 618,256 1,797,606
Table b
Urban and Rural Populstion by Race in Percentages
Pinar del

Rio 1a Habans Matenzas  Las Villas Camegiey ~— Orients

Race Urban Rursi|Urban Rural|Urban Rurall Urban Rural Urban Rural]Urban Rural
Yhite 32 68 90 10 53 b7 bs 55 50 50 38 62
Negro L1 59 97 3 T 23 T2 28 | k2 538 L8 52
Yellow  TO 30 9% b 83 17 92 8 | 83 i7 76 24
Mestizo 45 55 98 2 8t 19 |69 3 56 Ll 39 61

Although widely distributed throughout Cuba, the proportion of

‘people defined as colored (Negroes, mestizos, aed Chinese) to whites

varies considerably by province and municipio. (See Meps 3, b, 5; 6,

7, end 8.) Approximately 66 percent of the colcred population is

concenirated in the provinces of Oriente and La Habans..

SR 'R

FBo R BT
Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP79-01009A002500020002-1



Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP79-01009A002500020002-1
S-E-CuReEaT

Of the pure Negro population, 36 percent reside in Orieute
 Province and 2h percent in La Habana Frovinee, Within Oriente Prov-
' ince the heaviest concextration of Negroes (55 percen;c) o;:curs in
six municipios in the Santiago de Cuba-Guanténamo region, and in
' 1a Habana Province more than 80 percent is comcentrated in the Havana
metropolitan area alons.

Of the mestizo population, slightly more than 50 percent lives
in Oriente Province and snother '&;0 perce;xt in 1a Habena Province.
in Orienmte Province the mestizo populabion 1is dispersed fairly
widely throughout the agricultursl areas, vhereas in la Habans Prov-
ince more than 66 percent is concentrated im the Havana metropolite.n
ares.

The Chinese reside inv the Mger‘urben areas of the eountr&, vhers
ﬂzey operate small businesses such as groceries, restsurants, laune
dries, and truck farms. Fifty-six percent of the total Chinese popu-
lation 18 concemtrated in La Habana Province and 15 percent in
Oriente Frovince. The Chinese constitute more then 1 percent of
the local population only in the munlcipios of La Habana, Isla de
Pinos, and ﬁueva Paz in La Habana Province and of Alto Songo aand
Guenténamo im Oriente Province. A significant aspect of the Chinese
minority is the dlsproportionate sex ratio, with 90 percent 61' the
Chinese populé.tion being male. The Chineee commmnity includes s
lsrge number of Cubsn wives -~ both legsl and common-law. Presum-
gbly the children of these uvnions are reported as mestizos in the

census enumeration.

.5 -

BB CuReE-T
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The native Indian population of Cuba was almost wiped out by the
early Spanish conquerors, but amall nuzbers of mestizos with marked
Indisn physical characteristics are encountered in the rugged mown-
tain regions of Oriente Province. Presumably small numbers of Indisns
swrvived in theee remote areas and intermarried with local white and
Negro settlers.

IV. Rel n

Statiatical data are not available on religious affiliastion, but

the Roman Catholic religion is predominant.

V. Occupational Structurs

The total labor force as of May 1953 was comprised of 2.1 mil-
iion perscns, or 5b percent of the population aged 14 years or more.
The active lsbor force numbered sbout 2 million persons who were em-
ployed in some occupation during the year prior to the census enumera-
tion. Many of these people had only seasonal employment, however,
and were either unemployed or underemployed during the off season.
Apyroximately 83 percent of the lsbor force was of the mele sex, and
only 17 percent was female.

More than 60 percent of the labor force resides in urban zones.
Thiz situation is explained in part by the seasonal migration of
workers from urban gones to the sugar centrals during the grinding
season and back to the citles during the off season and in part by
the officiel classification of bateyes (residential areas associated
with the sugar mllls) as urbsn zones.

o B o

S.;.;Er: CI-RWE‘”T
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Slightly more than 41 percent of the active labor force vas em-
ployed in agricultural work as of 1953. Although the agricultural
population was distributed widely throughout the country, the lar-
gest concentrations of vworkers were in the two provinces of Oriente
and Las Villas, vhich accounted for 37 percent and 22 percent of this
occupationml group, respectively.

Personse eﬁployed. in service activities comprised the next lar-
gest occupationsl group (20 percent of the sctive labor force), and
move than 50 percent of them were concentrated in 1z Hsbana Provinece.,

The manufacturing industry employed 17 percent of the active
labor force in 1953. Le Habana Province accounted for 38 percent of
this occupationel group, and most of the remainder was located in
cities of 25,000 or more inhabitants in various parts of the country.

About 12 percent of the active labor force was epgaged in con
merce, snd, as in the mﬁnﬁf&cturing industry, about 40 pereenﬁ of
thiz ocoupstionsl group wes concentrated in la Eabana Province, with
most of the remainder in verlous cities of 25,000 or more inhgbitents.

Utilities, trensportation and commmications, and the construc-
tion indusiry together employed smother 9 pexrcent of the active labor
force, ‘In each of these enterprises approximately 50 percent of the
workers vere concemtrated in La Habana Province.

Of the rem&ining 1 yercent of the active labor force, mining ac-
counted for 0.5 percent. The other 0.5 percent wes exgployed in un~
specified ocoupations. Slightly more than bhalf the mincrs were eme

ployed in Oriente Prowince, with the largeset concentrations in the

Mayar{ and Jiguen{ mining areas.
o T =
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Percentage figures Por the distribution of population by occupation

. are given for each of the six provinceé of Cuba in Table 5.

Employment of Active Labor Force by Province

Table 5

Percent
Type of Pinar del : _ ]
Enployment Rio Ls Habgna Matanzas las Villes Ceungiley Orlente
Agriculture 62 10 46 52 5 57
Marufacturing i2 21 18 i7 15 13
Construction 2 6 3 2 2 2
Commsree 8 15 10 10 10 10
_ Transporta-
tion, com-
munications 3 8 5 4 5 Y
Services u 36 16 1 13 2
Other 2 -3 2 1 1 2

Wages in Cuba are generally bigh compered with those of other

- cotmtries in sinmilar economic clycumstances.

Weges peid in the lar-

ger enterprises gemerully run well ebove the legal mcmﬁhly minimm

of 60 pesos (§60.00). Pey rates, however, vary considerably between

componies within a given industry sud between general éa.tegories of

industry. Wages paid in the sugar industry represent a fixed percentage

of the Government's estimate of the average price of sugsr for the con-

Ing yesr.

wages are then adjusted retroactively %o conform with the higher

In the event thot the average price exceeds the estimate,

average price.

Data on prevailing wmges or earnings are not published by the

Myhan Gavernment. Table & gives some indication of comparative wage

-8 -
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| Table 6. Selected Pay Rates in Eavana in 1955

~ (Excerpted from Forei

Lebor Information: Labor in Cube,

U.S. Department of Labor, May 1957)

Employer and Gecupation

Wages or Belaries
{in pesos or dollars)

Lowest Highest Average

10 leading companies 1/

Messengers and office boys » « . -

Simple office work, such as mimeo-

graphing =« o o o o ¢ o o o o o

Stenographers, chiefly Spsnish

language « « o o s o v = o
Secretaries, bilingual . « .« .
Accountantse .« « = o 2 o o o o

Unskilled laborers . « « « « o
Mechanics, third class . . « .
Mechanics, first class - » . .
Construction industry
Bricklayers, concrete~form car-
penters, and rodmen . . o »
Helpers and laborexrs . <« « = -«
Cuban Electric Power Co.
Welders « « o o « o o o «
Tronworkers o« o » o o o o
Reinforced steel workers .
Helpers of skillled workers
Iaborers « o« « o o o o o o

& ¢ e © ®
@ a9 @2 @ @

United Fruit Co. &/
Stevedores and winchmen . . o
Tally clerks, longshoremen,
tractor operators . « s+ o o
Foremen, geperal « « « o « » o

©

13

°

-

v

2 ° B & °

o o ] o )

5

Monthly retes, .o
8 90.00 $27.00 .00

110.00 227.00 151.00

120.00 330.00 187.00

200.09 385.00 296.00

187.00  k97.00  308.00
Hourly rates 2/

071 1007 "%
.99 1.46 1.20
1.25 1.83 1.45
- 3 .

- _y uh‘?

- - 1.09
- - .90
- - o )
- — 060
- - A7

Daily rates 2/

- - 9.56
- - 8.60
- - lh'oll

1/ Companies engaged Iin mnufaéturing, utilities, petroleum, and banking,

pri;::cipal]y in Havana. Only 9 companies reported on manusl workers. Data
exclude Christmas bonuses and sick-leave allowances.

2/ Including the 9.09 percent allowence for 48 hours® pay for b4 hours®

work, but not including vacaticn pay.

Minimum wage rates establisbed in 1949 and still accepted as the current

going rate by unions in the industry in 1955.

4/ HNovember 1954 rates. Overtime rates are double those listed. Source:

Foreign Service Report Fo. 229, Havana, September 20, 1955.

-0 -
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rates paid in 1955 by 10 leading companies in Ls Habana for a variety
of jobs. In February 1958, it was reported that several of the pay
rates listed had been increased 7 to 10 percent above the 1955 level.
The regular workdsy is 8 hours and the workweek is 4t hours, but
a workweek of 56 hours is suthorized in the sugar industry during the
harvest season. Industries, offices, end c_oxmnercial establishments
generally are closed on Sundeys. During June, July, and August, shops
that are normally open on Saturday must give employees 1 free day each
week in addition to Sunday. Banks have had a 5-day vworkweek since 1948;
and many offices, perticularly in larger establishments, have followed
their exsmple. Govermment offices are usually open from 8:3 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. and 5 days per week.
VI. Literacy
Literacy is relatively high in Cuba. Of the totel populstion aged

10 years or more, T6 percent was reported as literate in the 1953 census
emumeration. Some disparity was shown between the wrban and rural
population, however, with 88 percent of the urban population reported
as literate as cpposed to only 58 percent of the rursl population

(gec Table 7).

Table T

Percentage of Literacy by Province

Pinar del .
Rrio Is Habapa Matanzas Las Villas Ceamagiiey Oriente

Total population
(aged 10 years

or more 69.2 ©0.8 £0.8 . T5.2 72.7T 64.7
Urban population 8.3 92.5 88.5 85.% 86.2 8.2
Rural population  61.8 TL.h 69.1 6.3 58.5 50.3
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A further percentage breskdown of literacy by mualcipio is provided
in the 1953 Census, but the municipio figures do not differ signifi-
cantly from the province flgures in most cases.

Literacy data by racilal group were not included in the 1953 Census.
Fragmentary information on the Chinese community, however, is avail-
eble from another scurce, dated December 1950. Moat of the Chinese
are literate in their own language. Cantonese is the dialect spoken
almost exclusively by the Chinese colony in Cuba. HRearly all of the
Chinese speak some pidgin Spanish. The degree of proficiencj in
Spanish varies from very poor to very good, but generally cnly those
who learn it when they are young become fluent. Most of the Chinese
colony can read Spanlsh, but cannot write i1t, sprd a few can read

some English.

- 11 =
5-E-C-R~-E~-T
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