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Bafore adjourning its longust sespilon te date, the UN Gemeral Asaembly
took "interim" action on Morea end Palestinpe, two items which will un-
doubtedly come bafore the Assewhly apain. Cver Soviet bleoc opposition,
the 0A racommended recognition of the Secud Government as the only legitimate
Korean administration and extended the 11fe of the UN Korean Commission.

This Commisaion will supervise troop withdrawel and attempt a rapprochement
between the northern and scuthern regimes. In its final hcurs, the Assembly
passed a watered-down Palestine resolution astablishing a thres=power
conciliation commission. After approving tha Declaration of Human Rights
end the Genocide Convention, the GA postponetd until April consideration

of its only remaining major problem, the Italian colonies. - Heanwhile, in
Weshington, the ambassadors from the five Western Union powers and Canada
opened discussions with the US on the Atlantic Pact. As the third UNESCO

(::} Gonference ended in Beirut, UNRSCO emerged with a new leadership and a

more pro-Western orientation.
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A Gh_unable to relicve East-West temsion. The Pards GA was dominated
throughout by extreme tenslon between the Western Powers and the Soviet
bloe, which the UN has eonspicucusly falled io relieve. Althouph the
ldwological isolation of the USSR, as evidenced by the voting record, was
more pronounced than at any previous session, the GA apain demonstrated
1ts powerlessness directly to shaps the couras of world events. Where,
however, military forees outside the UH were sveilable to contain Soviet
aggression,the Asserbly could, a3 on Greece rngd ¥orea, add to them tre
bscking of world opinion. The GA, rejecting Sowlet, views, also pgave its
approval to the Western thesis on atomic woapens and conventional armaments.
The 8lav bloc's concentration on dilatory tactics succeeded in prolonging
the session end retarding its prograss, but, despite the almost unlforn
rejection of ita avery proposul, the USSR pave fiv sign of intending to
quit the ON, ' :

While the UN seermed to have no pat solution for the world®s difficuities,
Ahe indisputable fect rerains thut so long as the top representatives of
the preat powers meet to exchange epithets, the subjects of these powers
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ars not, compelled to exchanes anvthine rore lethal. The GA served to bring
~ha danpars 1o world noace undar s mercileass searchli ght. During the

wenry moiths of talk at the Paieis de Challleot, more econstructive discussions
Aora untardsy betwean ihe militery leaders of the Western world looking to-
waad bhe formation of & weat recione! wnaet of Atlantie povers under the
vaeirs of the U Charter. Sinoh rervional naocte are degigned to perfor: the
Tuneticn wideh, it had originaidy heen hoped, would be carried out b 2 UN
pailews foree, The Asserhiv debetec w3y have halped to expose the need for

“hia sltermetive.

ub TRocanises ralesiina fnit ageomnii. Last minute GA adoption of
i aleosl. conpletaly amasovinied regeiution on Paladtine reflects Aarembly
nwiliingmess to define (as in the 1947 vartition resolution) the terms
of" any solution which would work only if imposed by the UN and a consequent
decision to perrit the situation to work itself oubt along the linss of tha
axisting Israeld fait accompli. After events had vpretty well run their
ceurse in Palestine, the GA finsily adopted a aimple resolution calling on
Araba and Jews to coneiliata. This action was predieated on tha beliaf
that military and political reselitias in the Foly Land would lead the
ccnibending parties to some modus viwendi. Such realities are (1) the
denmonatrated militsry power of Israel: (2) the abscrption by Tranajordan
of Arab Palestine; and {3) the weskness and disunity of the Arab Leagum.
The estinate of the situation glven to the Commons by Winston Churchiil

~ should 8180 exert some influance on a faw of the pro-Arab diehards.

now that the issembly has acted. the chances that the Security Council
"8y recormend Israrli admigsion to the UN ara improved. While final action
ca itas application mupt await the raccnvening of the CA in April, the moral
1ffoet of a favorable SC racommandaticn might aid the work of conclliation.

SC action on Indonesta likaiy. The precipitons breaking off, by the
Hetherlands, of iis Indonesian negctiation groetly increases the possibility
that the dispute will Be refaerrad to the Security Council. An 8C meeting
cau hardly be avoided desnite the pro-dutch Belgian representative's
prasidency. With the SC ncheduled to adicurn about 16 December and the
complexion of the Council Aue %o chanpe in favor of the Republic on
1 Jamery, it would saen advanta: soue t0 the Duteh to have SC consideration

completed prior to that time.

Because of the sariocusness of the situvation, the Council probably will
net repeat ite previous ®hot-potato" treatment by which it, plagued by more
urgont problens, repestedly tos=zed the matter back to its Good Officen
Comnitiee. Despite *¥representations now being made in Paris by NWetherlands
officiale** an SC maiority ray he axpacted to advocate s moderate resclution
both reaffirming the status ouo lines and strengthening the Comrittea's
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funetions to include conciliation -- & solution far ghort of the roported
*#Indonesian desire for &n injunetion against further Duteh ‘#policéd action®
and for arbitral powers for the present Good Offices Committea.**  Barring

a Freach or Soviat vato, such a resolution would gain the ssvan 8 re~
quired for passage. Stromg opposition to any SC action will no doubt be
voloced by France and Bolgiwum, but a French vato 1g only antiecipated on some
strongly pro-Republican resclution. Neamnhile the Soviet-Dkrainian position
remains en onigna. In the past, the Slav bloe has sbstainad on the ground
that the resclutions did not go far encugh. As the upholdar of all enti-
colonial nationalist aspirations, the USSR will probably advocate somo
strong anti-Dutch action which will » 88 bofore, fail to raceive the requisite

mtirher of votes.

.o-.

Rojuvenated UNESCO may work mora closely with Western Powera. The UN
Fducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is erorging from ita
Third General Conference with a new leadership and with a set of working
programs reflecting the more coordinated participation of its Western
members. The election of the enerpetic, practicel~minded Jeime Torras-
Bodet (Mexico) as Director Gemersl, in place of the quixotde Julian Huxley
(UK) , now affords Western UNESCO members, long critical of Huxley's isolated,
idealistic "projecta", an opportunity to harness the Organization to -
activitias more related to Western policy objactives. Representative of
this new trend are the Conference's ingstructions to the new DG: (1) create
8 cultyral liaison service among Middle Rastern nations; (2) establish a
UNESCO regional office in the Western Nemisphore ;3 (3) work more closely
with the Military Oceupation authorities in Germany and Japen towards
distribution of UNESCO publications; and (4) esteblish effective liaison
with labor elements in countries requiring educational reconstruction.
Furthermore, by replecing Czechoslovakim with italy on the Fxecutive Board,
the Western rembers of UNESCO have affactively reduced the capacity of the
Egatern European members (Czechoslovakia, Poland aned Hungary) for obstructing

these aims.

- ) o=

Prospacts for US-UK~French dismantling agreement. Discussions being
held in London between representatives of the US, UK and France concerning
the Humphrey Committee report on the retention of cortain German industriel
plents originally schedulad for disrmantling have encountered French resistence

- on the faniliar grounds that an increase in Gorman productive capacity

represents a threat to French security. BPritish cbjections, basad primarily
upon censiderations of political relations with France and other IARA members,
have bean less vigorous. Although the US has reiterated that it favors
continued destruction or delivery of plants 3n the "prohibited and restricted
industries® not necessary to meet egreed production levels and that 3t does
not at present favor raising the 10 » 700,000 ton cailing on German steel
production, i1t has not completely allayed French fears, especially in
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regard to the latter, This iz indiocated by Franca's unwillingness to
egrae 10 the retention in Germany of more than one~half the mumber of
stoal plants recomuended by the RCA repcrt as advisable to implement the
Buropean Reoovery Program. Despite initial opposition to tha Hunphrey
@ Committee proposals, howswer, the UX and France are willing to retain 119
¥ and 121 plants raspectively a8 against the ¥CA request for 183 plants,
Y In spite of the strength and persistemce of French fears of ‘future Garman
~ aggrossion, the extent of agresment o far attained on the question of
plant retention seens to indicate thst a _substantial accaptance of the
US position may be obtainad as = result of further nggotiations.
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Maxico "Paace and Democraqy naress imple SOR_peage offensivg.
The Latin American Congrass for Pemee and Democracy, schaduled for Mexico

City in January 1949,
Hemisphere to the call

is the first orgenized responee within the Western
far nationdl congrasses in support of "lasting

peace and democracy™ issued at the August meeting in Wroclaw of the Soviet-
oriented World Congress of Intellectuals. Ite integral relationship to
Communist strategy in other parte of the world ie indicated by the

prominent orgeniging roles assigned to the Arpentine Communist Rieardo
Erquin, liaison for the Cominform on the International Cormittae in Defonse
of Peace, and to the Csech diplomat, Adolf Hoffmeismtsr. These two, currently
associated in Paris, lald the groundwork for a Latin American "Cominform®

in secrst discussions with the Argentine .Communist leader Vitorio Codovilla
during the 1947 UNESCO Conference. Tho participation of CTAL leaders in
preparations for the impending Congress (reportad in LA Weekly, 7 Docember
1948) lends substance to the report that the Congress will set up local
- labor "conmittnes for peace and democracy" to promote the Communist objective
of denylng oll and other war materiels to the US and UK. Howaver, it can

be axpected to deal with ratters extending bayond such reglonal objectivas
and 4o call for support of a Soviet~sponsored disarmament program against
contimued "Anglo-Anerican warmongering. !

<@ 0 o

an pr d. With the GA apparently willing to
accept any da facto settlement agreenble to the Arabs and Israelis s Gone
solution of the thorny Jerusslem problem short of full internationalization

- may eventually occur. **As the US Comeul Generel in Jerusalem points ocut,
the first requisite for an effectively internationalized Jerusalem is a
strong international police force and the UN appears unilling to provide
elther the force or the necessary funde. Racogniging UN unwillingmess to
coprce either Arabs or Jews into accepting this plan, the Consul Genarsl
suggestis, as a practical solution, (1) dividing the oity into permanent
Areb and Jewich areas to be incorporated into Trensjordan and Israel;
(2) demilitarizing Jorusalem; (3) allowing u Jewish corridor to the coast;
(4) establishing a UN commission in Jerusslem to protect the Foly Flaces,
medinte any disputes and supervige common services; (5) paseing an SC
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resolution calling for irmediate sanctions aguinst any party viclating

the abovs provisims.®* Such a soluticn ripht appeal to loraal, vhich
has long opposed intarveticnalisation of Jarusaler, and might be aoquiesced
in by frunsjordan. It might, bomaver, be opposed Ly the Vatican and trose
staten favoring full Smternaticonl contral over a oSty of suoh ayrbolic

signi ficance.
- ) - v
: « Tha recent Tecroric Cormission for Asia
and the Far Fagt (PU Tenon at lapetons, Augiralia providad threa

‘eignificant developrente: (1) repatition of the Asiatic effort to secure
B backing for a %arshall Plan® for Asin to be davaloped by FCAFE; (2)
another clash hotwsen coloniel and anti-coloninl ponars, which come to a
hoad over the seating of the Indonmsian Republic; end (3) repeated Soviet
efforts to axploit this cleavege by ucing TCAFE as a gounding board for
anti~imperialist, anti-US propsgande. So far, ECAFE activity, not yat for
the mosi part boyond the -ddagcussion stage, saems priverily designed to
sccure US financlng of a sizable industrisl development scheme. The Asiatic
countries, pointing to tha Marshall Plan for Furope, are insistent upaon
obtadining aimilar US econcwic sid and their :aneuvers will continue to
plague the US. There is somo danger thet US inebility to sllocats. at
least some of iis resources to the Asiatic nations will result in increased
sntl-Hostorn santiment among these countries ang give credence to the Soviet
O ECAFE propaganda line that the imperislist Vestern nations seek to keap the
Aslatic economy in a ®aemi-cclonial” stote. . _
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