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[JTERHATIONAL ORGANLZALIONS DIVISION L

JLEKLY SUITARY 40, 18 AL
For week ending 9 lay 1950 Voluwne III
The internatioial lieek

Txtensive spade work preparea the ground for the London meetf-
ing where the British, French and U5 foreign ministers will acsess
the western position in the cold war and discuss future courses cf
action. As world opinion registercd general oppositlon to Hoover's
suggestion that the UN would be beiter orf s7ithout the USSR, SYG
Lie plamned to visit lloscow in an erfori to restore UN effectivencses.
lleanvhiley; following Arab rejectiol, lerael unconditionally accelt-
ad the Palestine Coneciliation Comm:ssaon nroposal to combine media-
iion with direet negotiation betwecn the partiles- On the inter:
national labor front, increased agtivity by Communist seamen arnd
portworkers in the Far East foreshaudowed early ioplementation of
the Communist-WFTU plan to disliocate Pacifie shipping.

S

ICFTU to orgzanize latin American regjonal organizatlon. The
£all or winter 1950 conference wnich the Free Trade Undon Confedera-
tion (ICFTU) is planning for non~Communist trade unions in the
Apmerican Hemisphere will probably wvitnuss the formation of o region-
a1l ICFTU organization for latin America., The anticipated inclusion
of the Congress of Industrial Organizatlons (CIO), reflects the de~
sire of the ICFTU leaders to attract the participation of Latin
American labor elements, such as the (exican vorkers Federation
{CT!Y), which have been reluctant to join a regional organization
too exclusively identified with the AFL., The prospects for a broad-
1y representative reglonal organizatlon are further improved by the
expected adherence of Brazilian iavor, which has hitherto not par~
ticipated actively in regional labor activities.

This developrnient assumes marticular significance in the light
nf recent indications of increased woviet interest in Latin American
labor., Despite the relative loss of infiuence of Loobardo Tole-
dano’s CTAL during the past year, the USSR has demonstrated itg con=
tinuing determination to exploit discoatents in this area by: (a)
subsidizing renewed WFTU activity in latin America; (b) nroroting &
Tlexico City conference of oil woriers unions to form a TUFTU Petroleun
Jorkers International; and (e¢) attemnting to send top Soviet WFTU
officials to last month's sonfererce of the CTAL in liontevideo,
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W‘fotcs to combat such woviet activities would be substantialiy
strenzthaned by the forration of a strong and comprehensive Iatin
American free labor convedzration under ICFTU leadership. '

Trusteeshin for Ezigggg .« Sentiment 1is groving -

ariong some members of the UN ommtfsmn of Inquiry (UCOTi) for
a direet UN trusteeship over Erltrea without partition. Guateralz,
previously an unequivocal supporter of imredlate independence, is
backed in this new proposal by Pakistan and possibly by Burma.
South Africa and llorway, the remaining UICOIIINQ members, are likely
gg sgg Sit partition of the territory, along lines favored by the

a

The Guateralan provnosal caiis for direet Ull supervision for a
ten-year period prior to independence, ith a Ull-apveinted adminis-
trator and an eight-rerber advisory council, simllar to that fune-

tioning in Libya. Under this nlan, thwrc would be ro cession of
territory to Ethiopia, but the lat,er s claims wopld be partially
net by the establishment of free port zones in Assab and 'assawa.
UNCOUINQ's divided report mny furnish an opportunity for Itzlv and
Ethiopia, as the two partleu nost directly concerncd, to renew dis~
cussions looking torard a rutually agreeable solution ~hich the s
and UK could suprort, and thich might win General Assembly szpnroval.

r.nlan oppnogcd. LXercs idens dooveris proposal that the
(198} be reorgﬁnlzed without the US or its satellites has brought

extremely unfavorable world-wide reactiona l'ost press and offiecial
corment deplored this nlan or any tendency to divide the world
irreparab13 by degtroylng the principal remaining meeting ground for
Bast-lest discuscions. 1luwen editorial sentiment felt that foreclag
the USSR fronm the UN would constitute a long step toward war., ¥Yugoe
slavia indicated it would be in a difficrlt position as the soJitary
Communist state in a rwvampud U4 and could remain a member in such
circumstances only if the Soviet Lloe had withdrawn on its own
initiative, The Yugoslavs, however., cormented that if Communist
China were a merber and did not withdraw with the USSR, Yugoslavia's
position as a merber would be strongthened, The unfavorable re~
action to the proposal to split the Ull nay inerease public suppert
for Seeretary=-General Lie's efforts in iioscow to seek common ground
on which to revitalize the Ull in nhopes of attenuating the cold wars

Lo <i1@ United lations Special

Committee on the Balkans thCOB), established in October 1947
rnay be discontinued at the next sesslon of the General Aﬂqnmbly
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w the Departient of State coiwiUbrs oo oi LI Ureek situation vew
madhs gquiescent until the end of July the Cormilttes should report
o Lhe Goeneral Assembly cthat the threoats $o the politieal inde-
pendence ana territorial integrity of Greece 'thich the GA resolu~
Llon was  designed to rwet no leonrer exist and that it therefore
~agomends the discontinuance »f the Committee, It is probable
Lilat U8 support ol such a recormendation would corvand sufficient
votes to abolish UUSCOB.
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COISUNIST PLiiS FOR A PACIFIC SUIPPING TIE-UP

The formulation of a "plan of action" for dislocating ship~-
ning in Pacific, australian and Southern Asian ports has recently
been reputied as one of the najor results of the Hovermber, 1949,
Peiping Conference of the World Federation of Trade Unions. Dur=-
ing the conference the Soviet WFIU Assistant-Secretary secretly
zave orders for Communist vort and transport Trorkers to vrevent
the fiow of military equiprent from western Countries by tying up
teap' convoys reaching norts in these areas. Loecal Corrunist
workers are to concentrate first on shipments arriving at Caleutta,
Saigon and Brisbane 'vhile the Chinese Communist unions take similar
action against ships docking in lLongz Kong and Singanore. To
organize rorker supnort sufficient to rake these dircectives efTec-
tive, independent strile corrittecs are to be annointed, ith Ine
structions to devise antiw~rar slogrns and to build a revolutionary
trade union novenent,

ilthough it is too early to assess 'vith any degree of accuracy
the capabilities of the .FIU's Peiring Bureau for implementing such
a vplan of action, the irport:nce which the USCR attaches to it 1is
reflected in evidence of on~the-spot Soviet direction and financlal
aid., A Soviet Foreign Office official attached to the Legztion 1a
Bangkok is reportedly in char-e of enecial funds which will be dis-
bursed from Bangkok and possibly through Indian banks and "trust-
worthy" representatives in Hong Kong. These operations wilil probably
be suprorted by Comrunist-infiltrated rort and transport -vorkers
organizations like the powerful long Kong Seamens Union and the
Australian Seamens Union., Clandestine aid may also be offered by
Compunist-led raritire unions in sore US -orts.

US and other Western labor organizations have recently initiated
plans for combatting this blow at 4llied shipning in the Pacific.
During its last meeting, the 53~-nation Free Trade Union Confederation
(ICFTU) decided to send a delegation to Sovtheast Asia and India to
strengthen its contacts with non-Comiunist 1abor in these areas.

The departure in the near future oi a group of US labor leaders cn a
similar mission will enable US labor to take independent action to
corbat groving Comrunist influence in the Far East. The success of
sueh counter-efforts, hovever, ril! be limited by theilr belated tim-
ing and by the substantlial headway ~hieh the WFTU and the Chinese
Corrunists have already nade in rany of the Southeast Asian countries.
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