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Assexably votes electoral reform: ‘i he government party’s iong-awaited
ciectoral reform bill, now in the final stages of being enacted intc law.
sepresents a landmark in the dovelocoment o the Turkish Republic. The
nill cbvicusly will not guarames Tarkey free elections on the Western
modet. Neveriheless, it does represani i major step toward a more
democratie system=-a poiat ygcognized by the priacipal opposition party
in affording the measure its suppori in tha Assembly. By providing for
seeret ballots, openly counted, and for judicial supervision of the voting,
the bill promises that this ysar's alections will be characterized by

2 degree of freedom virtually urnihinkaoie five years ago, when President
Inonn first broached the idea of a muiti-party system in Turkey. All

. in all, the imminent enactment of tha bili offers remarkahble avidence
that Turkey’s leaders, dospits theiy rears about their Suviet neighbors,
are going ahead with their gradusi extension to the opposition of greater
opportunities for attempting ¢C unsaeat them by constitutional meaps.

AL

Saweidi’s statement of poiicy: Prime Minister Tawiiq Suwsidi’s recent
epunciation of policy tends to contirm the suspicion that Muri Said is

still pulling the strings. in part, Suweidi’s statement represented semti-
ments zlmost any Irngi prime minisier would express: the usual iip
service was paid {0 such desiderata &3 improved health standards,
highway construction, and education, and in & patent effort to speed a
$aworable deciston on the pending IBRD loen application Suweidi approved
ihe establishment of a Development Board fo carzy out projected economic
improvements. Two key poimts in the declaration, however, indizate that
2 harmonious working reiationship exisis hatween the two leaders. The
stregss placed by Suweidi om his determination to strengthen Iragi (ias

with the UK echoss a poiak of view 1ong associated with Nugi, who (perbaps
coincidentaliy) is now in London, ostensibly on private business. Suweidl s
tledge to maintzin friendly reiations with other countries, “gspecially

sar acighbors,”” implies fhat Nuri’s +spiretion for union with Syria

wiil receive discreet government cupport aven though o whiriwind court-
ship is not on the books. A guestion remains, htwever, as to how long
Suweldi will be willing 0 head the (sem with Nuri exlling signals from

{the bench--or how long furi witl e ontistied with Svweidi as his fiald
captain.
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The nimiable Spadawi’ Bechu sazdawi. e joreliost poititical lesder

iy Aripoiicanis, is 2 most agreealie oen on the subject of Libya's

farare g@mmmem. The cthers direcily concerned with this subject

ﬂw‘:: iguind 16 a2 controversial ong. Bgyot backs a unitary state, belisv-
wgg chat s dominasion by Cyvenaica &0 be wertad. The Emir of

& vranaica bas been gquiied as approvipg the British and French plans

»o ostablish three separate und s¢mi-adionCinous governments with 1

Libya, but he recently indicuiad to UN Commissioner Pelt that 3 unitary '

state, with himseli at the helm, woukd 2ot be distastefunl. For his part,

Peit opposes implomentation o thase steps at the present fime, on the j

gvound that the UN has called for the Libyans (o work oot the problem

ihemssaives, cven though he considers a federated state the only practical

solation in the long ran. Despie these substantial differences of opinion,

however, Szadawi has managed wilhia & spen €f some two weeks L0 express

agreement with the BEgymeians, the Emir, Pelt, and ihe British Administra

ior for Tripoiitania.

Saadawi bas since altempeea to explaia his opparent multipuicity
of vicws as resuliing from imerpreier trouble. Howaver, his difficulties
probably stem mors from & desiye to champion Arab interests without
coming oul 00 strongly in favor of ibe Zmir, whom Sasdawi considers
3 British puppet. Saadawi’s expianaiory statement that he favored three :
separate adminisirations which might eventually bo united under the
Epoir suggests that he realiv waate a federation in Libya--though one
Invse encugh to prevent bis being overshadowed, as leadar in Tripolitania,
by Prime Minister Omar Mansour of Qyrenaica, who would probably be
the Emir’s choice as head of 3 Libyan Cabinet.

AGHANISTAN

Pakistan hits back: The Atghan Govornme o is 56w discovering that

its open attempis (0 subvart Pakistan’'s border tribasmen under the
banner of an mdependm*& s Pushioonistan’’ have opened the way to what
roay prove to be tar more effective sitacks on s own position. In
counitering Afghanistan’'s propagunds among its tribeamen, Pakistan

has includend in its appsal their (ribel brechren across the horder, O
whese loyaity the stabiiity of tha Alghan Government ultimstely depends,
and there is mors iBan 3 suspicics (hnd the Pakistanis hope that a change
off government in Kabut might vitinately cesukt. An addifional unsetil-
wig factor {or Aighanislan !‘: the rivalry belwesan two highly ambitious
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winnal Defensd, who probaciy esn nd on the support of the army,
i che aotuie Minster o Nacione B wyy, Abdul Majid, who is
rrosdy admired by Kabuwd's young iaigllsituals and probably could
marshal move pepular support than Deud. Fhouald elther teibal wargst
oz ihe Duud-Majid rivalry procwuce o s svolitionary sitaation, Pakistan
yousiel vrobably attempt to assist vo poves Hmin Yan, ovtlawad haif-
hipiher of ex-Ring Amanucilain, or tha lazrat Sablb of Shor Bagaar,

Afghanistan’s leading mutla- -cither of ¥ihom could be expected to
SaCurE considerzbie popuiar backing.

vy vmir IN BRIRE

The recentiy pRopossd amalgs GLon - uk, Surkish police and gendazmerie
wonid undoubledly simpliy & coriusde adin Mistrative sikuation i long
swanding. There hus aever besn any pieclse line of demarcation between

¢ duties of the twe foToes wad, 1o zadliion, the gendar merie has bech in
he dubisus position of having fts peacetims doties supervised largely

rw the civilizn Ministry of the Iraericr, despite that fact that it remained
ynder the general ordses of the Gene -3l S1aff and wus pald and squipped

by the Mintstry of Hational Defense. Unification of these two securliy
crganizations mey well resun. in Ui sibicvement of greater ccomomy 25
well as efficiency.

£CA o'ticials and the Tuikish Ambussados i ngton have agrecd
DO 3 tormela wherehy Couner pax unds, wpplied o specific projects
~oproved by BCA, may te uiilized 0 reduce wad even eliminate an
imated deficit of 155 miflion Turkich liras {about $55 million) in
the Turkish budget for 1950-61. Tha principal remaining difficulty
srizes srom vhe tact that thess prejects hive not been submitted to, or
wprroved by, BCA i3 advance of passage of the budget by the Nutionni
Assembiy. The govermmen is pfesumably hopefuily assuming that it
FHY be abis (0 sutisly BCA requirameanis by the submission for approval
At a mumber of projects {¢.g. for economic cehzbilitation and debt
reduetion) during the course ol the coming Turkish fiscal year.

& L 3

Sale of Jast yeor's Tyrkish tobucey crop contrited af satisfactory
prices and in gend volume Totlowing opening of the Black Sea region
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conpaac. 1f the Black Sea regien sales and those in the Marmara
cagion {(which have not yst bagun) turn ow to be as good as those in
ihe Acgean Sea ared, the yaar 1950 should prove o be an exceilent one
iry ‘Yurkey’s principal oxport commodity.

x = k3

Balace-Cabinet relatives in Bgypt sre yunning into troubled wategs.
The cabinel, flovting the Xing's wignes, is preparing retroactive legis-
1atiom which would permiv the ouster ot Sanhouri Pasha, a Saadist and
King'z man, as President o the teare «ouncil. Another point of conilict
bas arisen from the King's derand that waid Minister of the interior
Sorageddin continue the ban ob the Mosiem Brotherhood unless it
changss its name and abandons politics entirely. The Brotherhood s
refusai o promise anything leaves Serageddin a choice between further
ankzgonizing the King and alieratiyg the Meslern Brotherhood, which
strongly supperied the Watd in the stections. Although neither of these
issues appesr to be major ones, ey roey terminate the shaky Farouok-
Wafd ‘‘honevmoon’” which has axisied since the January elegtions.
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