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's elactions: Tha naticnal election sehsduled for 5 March--
Greece's first since 1946--wiil probabiy fall to establish the leader-
ship of any one party Or grouy, with “ha result that a new election
may be cailed for in a pelativaly few months. The majority of the
voters will probebly gravitate, as in the past, oward the two established
major parties, the centrist Vanizelos Liberzls and the rightist Tsaldaris
Populists. Under the proportional represantation system being used, ‘
however, the welter of smaller partidc z180 in the race will probably
divide up a sufficiont number of the 250 sepis at stake to prevent any
single party from foyming a subinet By itseif. Inasmuch as the old
Libaral-Populist coalition witl be hatd to ravive, the result is likely
6 ba the most intense politicai mancuyering sean in Groeee since its
itberation.

Unless the left-of -centar Plo.g’ iras- Tenuderos group makes
oo serivus an inrcad, the Liberals inay suoplant the Populists &s the
largest singie party, since Populist leader Tsaldaris is handicappad
by recent defections from his party aad by dissatisfaction with his
leadership on the part of other politictang whose belp he might need.
Although Venizelos may be abie to gain the cooperation of two or
three minor groups close to bis Liharal Party, and thus have a slightly
bettar chance tham anyona elsa (o dorTm a working coalition, nd single
party leadar stunds out 23 @ logizal chcice for the premiership. Among
the minor parties which the post-siociion cabinst will have to take
inko aceount, the most important basides that of Plastiras is the moder-
ate rightist Papandreou group. In addition, » considerable segment ‘
of popular support will go to & holf dezen lassar groups, ranging from
" that of the extreme rightist Manindskis 0 Softunopounios’ “Democratic
Front'' at the eft adge of the legal gole. The maneuvering of any of .
these groups may have 2 eritical infizence on the balance of power. I
such 2 situation succeedad in prevaniing uy sfisctive and reasonably
stable government from smarging, tha King weuid probably not wait
iong before calling for 2 new =laeftion in which he would urge Marshal
Papagos to participate.

CYPRUS
n moderptes onosis siznd: As ooresul of Communist pressure of

for grezter mililancy on the cunion vivh Gresce” (anpslis) issus, the
Cyprus Church as leader o the ol movement ROW Sedms sager to
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reach a compromise with Great Britain, Archbishop Makarios has
announced his willingness to sccept any British promise to give the
island its freedom after ten years; at the same time he has rejected
the Communist proposals to sand a united delegation to the UN and
European capitals to spread gaosis propaganda, and as a face-saving
alternative he plans (0 sead his own delegation to Western Kuropean
capitals alome. Meanwhile thera are indications that both Greace
and the Cyprus Church would be agraazble to British retention of
military bases and perhaps to British proteciton of Cyprus, if gnosis
should bacome a reality. While the < hureh is exposing itself to the
change of being less militant than the Communists on the issue, it
would gain considerable loeal prestige a2t Communist expense by now
obtzining a definite commitmant for the futvre, since immediate union
is out of the guestion. The Turkish Government, oppoesed to any
change in the states quo 7t this {ime, might well be less strongly
opposed 1o & definite pledge which sezvad to postpons the issue for
the next critical decade. In that period Communist influence in
Cyprus may ba expectad to decline as the colonial development pro-
gram increascs economic stability and ralsaes the star {argd of living
and as Cyprict political matorify is improved with greater literacy
and more experience in interim sei£~§@vernrnen&. {In ths same period,
meanwhile, the uncertainities ¢f the Greek situstion might be largoely
resoived.) While the British have recently reiterated their position
that the issue is entirely closed, the more conclliatory altitude of the
Church may persuade them that & fresh approach, in the nature of a
new offer of limited lceni self-government, might be desirable.

ERITREA

The riois in Asmara: The recent flaroup of Meslem-Christian viviencs
in Asmara--evidently touchaesd o°f by the murder of a minor Moslem
ofticial by pro-Ethiopian bandits and an sattack on his funezral procaession
by Christian Copts--2dds new fucl to zn already tepse situation. Hitherto
the principal cause ¢ unrast in Eritrea has baen political, with the pro-
Ethiopian Copts ranged wgaindh the pio-indopandance Moslems and
Italians. Recent repoiishevaver, indicate that ths Moslems have
defsctad from the independemce bloc, spparently fearing Italian as

much 25 Ethioplan domination, and this latest instance of Copt viclence,
directad against & group whose political objectives are now unelear,
may in part represent an effort Lo inlaence the UN Commission of
Inquiry now in Asmars. Maanwhile, the Iiniians have nod becn idle in
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supporting the Independence hinc, and, with Moslem-Copt fealing at
fever pitch, the sfiuation is liksiy to be turbuient for some time to
eonae. ,

IRAN

Inigrnal security dangegs: Several leading lranian figures have
recently asserted thai poputay unrest generstad by Iran’s depressad
scenomic sttuation and spurred om by he pro-Soviet Tedeh underground
is veaching threatening propo:tions end may scon get out of hand.

They include Chiel of Staff Ranmara, who ¢ontends that the situation
has daveloped to & point where (he army cam no longer contain Tudeh
resurgente, since the underly ng cavse is widespread econemic distrass,
and that he would hesitate to count o the commeon soldier, who is
drawn from the masses. should a popidar surga of resentment against
the government develop. Moriover, the Orianial Secretary of the
British Embassy belleves thet the Tudeh Party is now in a position

at least to attempt = coup Petyt and U8 Ambassudor Wiley considers
the situation dangerous.

These statements caneot be entively discounted even though
Razmara and other Irsnian lerdsrs may be exaggerating their fears
in an attempt (o gain direct UP support. Ssrious distress and uarsst
are Known to exist in certain sensitive arsas. The Tudeh Party has
increased its activities in spite of the fact that it has bsen cutlawed
and is operating under conditions of mertial law- ~indicating inability
of the army to cope with at levst this phase of subversion. In the
ilght of what tangible avidence s aveiloble, howaver, Razmara dogs
seem o be overstating the immediaey of the subvarsive danger. The
Tudeh Parly, while it has shown undculted signs of vitality in recent
mooths, bas still to demonstrits its readingss to move on from the
printing press to the picket line or the barricade. In the absence of
general resistance to the government’s aothority, it is difficult to
beiiave that the armed forces, assistad as they could be by the tribes,
would prove unazble (o ratain control.

The current state of affairs, ndoethelass, does represent 2
challenge fo the lraniaa Government, Economic pressure shoold be
somewhat lessened by summer when the ftrst offects of Seven-Year
Economic Development Program operutions should be felt and the new
crops will be in. Unless extraordinry relief measures are taken
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before then, however, the governmerd may be cenfronied not only
I with sporadic local protests but also with a growing reseniment
(/ amoing the population and a faliing awsy of large number of thosa
! who have hitherto sapported the regime because of their belief in
its promises of economic reform. Moanwhile, the Tudeh Party,
which already appears to be getting Jisancial as well as moral sup-
port from the USSR, wili undoubtedly capitalize on this situation.

INDIA-PAKISTAN

The Bengal issue: The recent communal disturbances in Bengal are
at the moment overshadowing even the Kashmir dispute in their
effect upon India-Pakistan reiations. Thus far the axtent and mmmediate
cause of the disturbances are not eniirely ciear, 21theugh it is known
- that lives have bsen taken and property destroyed first in East Bengnl
and then in West Bengzl and that a limited exodus of the minority com=
munify has occurrad in both proviness. Whatever the facts of the-
situation in Bengal itself may be, however, the subject of communal
rufbresks there has aroused viclest {esilngs in New Dethi which
have now beet echoed in Karachi. Quoting an Indian official in East
Bengal to the effect that fear for their survival might lead to attempts
af mass migration by the province's 12 million Rindas, high officials
of the Indian Government hive goie on to express both concern lest
widasprend eommunal vicience fesuil throughout India and their resent-
L ment over the Pakistan Prime Misister's yefusal either to tour the
H provinces in personr with Nehry o (¢ permif joint commissions to do
‘ - 8o. Pakistan af first dismissed Iadis’s Bengal proposals as unnecess
sary, recommending cimply that both governments take steps to pre-
P vent fupther emigrarion.  However, Prime Minister Lisquat Ali
. Khan has now roportediv jolned ihe controversy with a statement
| assarting that India has been guilly ¢ provocative lies on the Bepgal
issue and warning that i India wanis war she will Yind us fully pre-
pared.”’ Ii is possible, as suggesied by Britizh cbservers, that
indiz may be delibersiely oversiaiing the gravity of the sifoxtion in
order to embarrass Pakistan in the UN Security Council deliberations
on Kashmir, and the restivaness among East Bengal’s Hindus may
have been beightened by agenis of ihe indian Council for the Protecticn
of the Rights of Minorities. Neverthelsss, {eelings on the subject--
particutarly or Indin part -« are saffiziently intense to make the
issue a potentially explosive ¢no.
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NOTED "N BRIEF

Aithough it constitutes 3 very great ta-den on i severely strained )
economy, the lnrge (approximately S183 mitiien) 1950-51 Ministry of
National Defense budgat appropristiog has baen approved by the :
Turkish Grand Nations: Assemoly. The politicaliy realistic Turks ; 1
ohviously still feel that thely posilien in relution to the USSR is
inseccure, and that the comipuid assemption o heavy delense ¢osise-
despite substantial US aid--is 48 necessury in the coming year as

it has been in the past.

#* * *

in spite of contipuing tension katween Turkey and Bulgaria, which
recently led the Turkish Forsign Mindster fo suggest the possibility
of ciosing Turkey’ s consular ciflces i Bulparia, Turkey has so far
made po move i¢ follow US laad in breaking diplomatic relitions.
The Turks regretted thae Bulgarian acilone made such 3 move on the
part of the US necessary, bocause It aoparcntly farthered a Soviet
plan to sliminste US observers from v stellite countries. Since
Turkey is the only nation closoly assriutad with western demoeracies
which has & commen border with Busgaria nnd still matntains
diplomatic relstions with that state th: Turks may hesitate to braak
off those relations until xiter naking 1 caroful estimate of how much
information might thereby be fosi.
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The appointment ¢f Husein Ala in Prime Minister Saed's new cabinet

to the post of Foreign Minister, should result in 2 more realistic

approach on the part of Iran in its relations with the US, espacially

in its efforts to obtain grester US aid. Having represented his govera-
 ment in Washington for many yzars, Ala is conversant with US policy

and procedures. He is, moreover, a close advisor of the Shah,

* & »

The election of Reza Hekmat tn the precidency of the recently elected
Majlis by % strong majority over pro-British deputy Taheri and the
election of Hasan Tagizadch to the presidency of the Senate augur
poorly for favorable action on the AIOC agreament. The Shab is insist-
ing that (hbe agreement be prescnted without prior attempt to obtain
further concessions firom the British, apparently in order to give

the mattsr a ‘“‘parliamentary aiving’’ ard to slace the responsibility

{or rejection of the agreement on the Mijlis.
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