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Ghibgck

Yhunder on the right: ‘fne pitspesiive centrist cealliiion

igd by the 03-year old Ropublicen revolutlomary hero, Genoral
Plastiras, 1s encountering bitter opposition from rightist

circles, The three center leaders, Venizelos, Papandreou,

and Plestiras.-who zppear assured of ithe suppori of soms

55.60 percent of the 250 members of the new Parliament--have

agreed on & wderats program which apecifically recognlizes

the constitutionsl positicn of the Crown and promises a contlin.

untion of a firm pro-Western and anti.Communist policy. These
guavantees, however, have nol allayed rightist, and specifi. |
cally Palace, distaste for Plesstiras, vhom Xing Paul sees as f
a traditional foe of monarchy, & petentiasl Communist appeaser, |
end a rivel for the strong-mun role the Kilng has envisaged

for imrshal Papagos. The Paisce has already mede an unsuc-

cessful attempti vo enlist S support in thwarting the forma.-

tion oi' the centrist bloc. The King may still try to delay

the appointwent of a Plastiras Government until just belore

the convening of Parliement on 30 Merch in the hope that

the delay wmight weaken the coalitlon materislly, thus neces-

sitating new elections in which Papagos could participate.

The centrist leaders, wiv ssem prepared 0 work ian
harwony on imporvaat nationa! policles, could axpect ada-
quate initisl syport {rom Perliament. Thelr coalitlon,
however, would probably hecome increasingly subject to
undercutting, not only from the right wing which, led by
the plurality Populists, wil: control some 30.35 Percent
of the Chanmber, but also from the Communists, who wilil
probably be able to influene2 about 10 percent of the new ;
deputies, lmciuding perhaps a small but signlficant fraction i
of Plastiras® own backing., In their attempts to frustrate !
and divide the coalition, tle opposition mey ba able to take |
advantage of external pressures on the government. The wage-
price issue, vwhich might well furnish the government’s
first real test in view of the receni sharp rise in Iiefls-
tionary tendencies, provide: a particularly good opportunity
for a joint onslaught oo the government by the right wing,
which dominates the top trade union leadership and the Com-
munists, who are currently attempting to encourage labor
snrest . The failure of & canirist government under thils or
any other of the numerous post-wvlection stresses would
ajwost certainly leave Greece withont any otiheor viable
governmentel combination within the present rYarlisment. New
elsctions would then be an lmminert Probabillty, this time
under a sejority system of voting =0 that a "strong” govern-
wani could more easily be formed.
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Gogiitlon rumors: Currenl rawol: oy aa impending coaliiion
of the opposition Democraitilc Paxty (DP) ard the ruling
People‘s Republican Party (PRF) probably deserve little
zredence, &t least for the present., Some grounds for a
possible regrouping of Turkey's two major parties does exizt.
Democratic leader Celal Bayar, for exemple, probably feels

a2 certain semnse of frustration over occasional defections by
some of his more active supporters, who accuse him of arbitrary
ieadership and lack of emnti-govornment vigor, and over the
zdeptness with which the PRP moderates have enacted and teken
the credit for legislation the DP hes demmnded; he might

well feel more comforteble enacunced in the cabinet alongeide
Deputy Prime Hinister Erim and other PRP moderates than with
some of the morve flery gentlemea 1ln his own group. Aas for
the PRP, there is even less in common between the moderste
wing snd such disherds as ex-FPremier Peker than between Bsyar
and the malcontents who bhave been dropping out of the DP;

a coalition of the moderate elements in both parties migat

" make good politicsl semse. Novertheless, the factors militat-
ing against o coaliilon apnesr thus far to be coapelling.

With tho elections nov expected to take place im May., Bayar
would hesitate at this late dante to risk the almost certaln loss
of' much of the DP support he has built up, while the PRP
soderates, mindful of the advantages of having a smwoothly
operating political machine at their dlsposal, may well be
wore inclined to party regularity than ever. Perhaps all
concerned my prefer to wait and seca hov the electloms go
before declding on the sdvantages or otherwise of any pos-
sible re-alignmanis .

[ EBANOY

The asssult on Hiad Sulh: The unsuccessiul atienpt on the
Tite of Prime Minister Ried Sulh made on 8 March can pro-
bably be taken as symptomatic of the general dissatisfaciion
vith tkhe governmeni, even though the motives of the would-

be assassin have not besn definitely established as political.
Opposition to corruption and dictetional methods of the en-
trenched Lehanese Government has been increasing, and various
olements have unsuccessfully edvocated a general political
house-cleaning and the holding of new elections. The lnpability
of the various anti.governmen: splinter forces to form e
united front hes left the oppnsition particularly ineffective,
however. Although Sulh's assailant is reportedly a member

of en illogai orgenization, tae Syrian Popular Party, members
of other groups may aiso bz terpted to resort to violence.
The Lebanese Goverameni's expected offorts to cighten antl-
opposition controis wiil prokably only mske the political pot
bhoil more violentiy.
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Anvi-Ethioplan group aisintegraving: Hecemi wiwlesale
defections from the ianti-Ethiopian) Eritrean Independence
Bloc leave the organized independence movement at a fraction
of its former strengih. In part, the falllng away of pro-
independence elemwents reflects e growing realization that
the Italians,vho are backing the indepondence movement, would
srventualily dominate an indsependont Eritrea-.an idea as dis.
tasteful to nationalists a® union with Ethiopie. The defec-
tions, however, minly represeunt a beiiel that some sort of
union with Ethiopia is now lnsvitable; the majority of the
Indepsendence Bloc have decided to jump on the Unionist band-
wagon, hoping 1o salvage some ¢oncessions from Ethlopis
through a comproumise plan. Representatives of the new Liberal
Unionist Party, composed of Copts and Moslems who sSplit
from the pro-independence Liberal Progressives, have already
been in Addlis Ababas for several wseks reportedly securing
concessions from the Ethioplan Government; they are sald to
have agreed on somsihing similer to the U federation plan
suggested during the last Genersl Assembly. '

Although the majority oi &ritreans sppear to favor a
ioose form of federation with rthicopisa sa a workable compromise
nlan, the UN Commission of Inquiry appears to¢ be too violently
split to come out with & unanimous recommendaticn to ihatl
effect; the Guatemalan and Pakistanl representatives favor
independence, and the Norweglan, Scuth African, and Burmese
representatives favor some form of uwnion with Eihiopla. Ia
any esvent, however, it will be up to the GA to mske the flnal
decision, and a greet deal of pressure can be brought to
bear between 15 June, when the Commission must dellver iis
findings, and Septewber, when the GA mests. Dezplite the
Commission's possible split recommendations, & compromise
favorable to Bthiopia is sti1ll likely to be reached in the Gi.

ThA

Razrmara and the premiership: YThe spreading belief of many
Iranisns--that their country’'s economic woes call for stronger
leadership than can be found armong the shopworn group of
politicians who have thus far roteted in office--was strikinzly
illustrated when 35 members 0f the Majlls recently called on
Chief of Staff Rezwara Lo urge him to seek the premiership.
G:eneral Razmers, wio has recenily been proclaliming that
drastic economic, socisl, and administrative reform 1s the
only alterpmative ©to revolutlsn, gave the desputles & non-
comnittal reply despite his previcus assertion that he could

bring order out of clisos within six wonths; in view of the rzported
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woposition of the Sheh to uis wrizdasy ‘u Januery, when he
indicated his avallabiiity to heed the government, 1t 1s
uniikely that HKezmara will make eny dlrect attempts to seek
wiie prewiership. Indeed, there is considerable question as
to how he i'its into the political picture: despite his
sefopmist statements, nis wost bitter oppoOnents are the
iiberel elements of the Dr. Mosssdoq groun, and hla present
support mey well come from conservetive mombers of the ruling
class more interested in checking the curvent dilsintegration
in Iran thaet in cerrying throuzia the long-range reforms
Razmara has advoceted. Neverthe.ess, densnds for & "strong
sen’ will undoubtedly incieese ualess something drestic is
done to improve Iran‘s economic lot, and (&s Razmera muy
well hope) the course of evenis may eventuaslly lead the
Sheh to bring his chlef of staff to powsr.

CHDTE L FAE LYPAN
Nehpry under fire: trime Muilster Meiru's conduct of indla's
affairs is evidently ercounterirng strong opposition from
both within and without the government. Recent reports
indicate that Deputy Frime Minister Patel, supported by a
na jority of the cebinet, llas bacome sharply critical of
seversl major aspects of curpreni Indian policy. reportedly
charging that Nehru bas: (1) tossed away the potented bene-
fits of closer tles with the Ud and UK in the unrealistic
hope that India might achieve lusting friendship with Com-
mmist China and tie USSR as well; i2) falled to make a
sufficiently determined effori Lo come to terms with Pakistan;
and (3) frightened away forelgn and domestic lnvestors with
the spectre of soclalisnm at a time when India has urgent
»need of privaete investmenits above and beyond the funds the
governwent itself can obtalin. Heanwhile, Nehru is being
prossed to take a pore welligerant atvlitude toward Pakistan
by extremist antl-Moslem elements, noivably in West Bengal
ard swong the Sikh and Punjabi refugees.

These outeroppings or cpposition Lo Neiliru do not presags
his fall from power. ratel’s group, despite the sweeping
nature of its criticisms, has leen atiempting to persusde
the prime wminister rather than to displace him, and, in
general, Nehru seems assured ol remaxining the outstanding
aingle influence in the countm™ unlsese some catastrophic
development completely discrediis the Indian Governument.
Nevertheless, this doulls atiani on his policies has un-
doubtedly sheien & usan wic had hoped that his lsaderahip
would be accepted ot oriy witaln ndis dut throunghout Asia.
His current mood is appsrenbly ¢ue of frustration and

SN
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indecision: although he privately concedes Fatel’s contention

thet Indie has no real triends he stuobornly refuses to change

2is foreign policy, and although e asseris thet capital has

nothing to fear from his government hs fails to support legis. :
inklon which would make those asgurances convincing. 5

That a poweriul group in the canlinet favors a more
reaiistic policy--a view wilch evidently stems Irom ihe sober
fears of the business community about continulng politlcsl
and economic tepsion--gives promise tnat & more stable and
more pro-Western Indin mway evertually emerge. Untll and
uniess Nehru can be persuaded to come 1o terms with FPatel's
Zroups, however, the present intra-governmental disseniion
will dissipate the energles of India's leaders and will make
the government more vulnerabie than ever Lo pressure from
those who oppose any compromise with rakistan.

==
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The Bengal situstion: Excitement over the situation in Bengel,
éurvently the rocal point of tension between india and Pakistan,
agems to be decreasing for the moment. Indla, which at ome
point appearsd to be seriousty considering the stationing of
troops 30 that they could easily be sent across the border

to protect Easi Bengal Hindus, hes sent some additiensl troops
into the Calcutta area but appears thoroughly aware of the
grave military e&nd international cchsequences whilch an lnva-
aion of Pakistan would entall. Frakistan, for its part,
realizes that it would heve liitle chance of wirnning the war
which would ensue. :

st A i AU R
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The two Bengals, however, remsin a source of almest
certain disturbance. Over populstion, the existence of large
peligious minorities in both provinces, and the effects of
sconomic warfare on their inter.cdependent economies provide
s, strong basis for social unrest; In addition, the Bengalls
are a people noted for & volatile temperamont smi & predis-
position toward violence. Thus far the persecution of Hindus
has apparently been more widosprcad than the mlirestment
of their lNoslem counterparts acrouss tne border, and resentuent
is strongest among the West Sengel Hindus. The principal
danger, consequently, is that new anti-Hindus outbreaks in
Iast Pakistan mey not only provoxe new retaliations in West
Bengal but slsc enable the Bengasl leaders and various reac-
tionary Hindu groups to bring strong preasure for interven-
tion on the part of the indlan Government. There are &
number of West Bongali groups wizh irridentist aims in Bast ;
B.ngal vhich would welccume such &n opporiunity o press for i
action, and it is even possiblc unsat soxe of their menibers i
might act as agents provocateurs . !
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The Turkish Legation in Sofia hes just been handed a strongly
worded Bulgarian note 1ip which the Turks are reportedly de-
nounced for thelr alleged failure to safeguard Bulgarlan
representatives in Turkey and for their generally scsndalous
attitude” in the metter. Obviously, it will be difficult for
the Turkish Government to continue in its current attitude

of forbearance toward Bulgaris; the langusge of the note .
ieaves the distinct impression that the Bulgarian Governmsnt

is aiming, 1f pot at a totai break in diplomatic relations,

at lemast at the recalil of Turkey'’'s rspreseutatives in Bulgaria.
in order to avold obliging the bBulgarians, however, the wily
Turks might temporize by once again suggesiing that difference:
between the two countries be reierred to the Internationel
Gourt of Justice for adjudicaticn.

b 2

In according de jure recognition o lsrael, the Turkish
Government undoubtedly hopes Lo promote peace and stability
in the Near and Middle Fast. ¥he Turks are realistlic eacugh
to reslize that their Arab neighbors will not promptly follow
Turkey's lead. However, Iran hss just decided on de facto
vecognition of Israel.end the Turks mey well expect that
other states of primarily Moslem population may follow auit.

25X6A #
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Yonsion in the Jewish community or Ipeq may case if the Hegent P
signs a pending bill which legalizes emigration, on condition
that nationnlity is forfeited and no wore than 50 dinars -
{$140) is withdrawn by any emigre. The prospect ol tnus .
sterting life efresh in Israel will probably not appeal to ‘11;
the more settled majority of the Jewich commmnity, psrticu-
larly since the governmen: ha&s recently relaxed a regulation

@rohibitin% Jews from disposing of property valued at over 2,000
iinars{$5,600). Neverthelese, thes blll does provide a wey

for meicontents to depart without resort to deception and

bribery, and the effect on the morale of the Jewlsh community i
in general should be & salutory omne, i

4

Poor Iragi-Egyptian relations--more tne ruie than the excep-

tion since the war--bave again been underscored by twe recent

incidents. When Irag prevented e "Misr” plane from continu.

ing from Cairo to Tehran, Egypt retallated by grounding an

Traq civil plane. Last week the cgypclan Foreign Minisiter
reised another issue when he stated that igyptian school
yeachers would soon be withdrawn from irag, ostensibly be- :
cause Egypt needs their services, but actually because Egypt :
is displeased with Irag's foreign pollcy. DBehind these .n-
cidents, stands a long-term rivelry for power In the Arab S
area. At the Arab League wecting in Cairo last fall Egypt

proposed a general ‘collective securicy pact,” meinly to

thwart the development of an enlerged Hashimite kingdom in

which Iraq would be the dowminant influence. Irsq in turn,

was eager for the repiacement oi the Zgyptian Secretary-

General of the Arab League, Azzam Fasha, and the establishment
of an entente involving the Fertile Crescent nations alone. .
The recent fall in Basghdad of the Jawdat Government, whose -
relations with Egypt were on a teirly cordisl basis, and the
subsequent formtion of a pro-Nuri Cebinet terminated a brief -
honeymoon. It is unlikely that any firm friendship can be

developed between the two countries, however, as long as

basic rivalries remain unresclvec.

2 5X6A S - 5
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Prime Minister Oper Mansour Kexnia of Cyrenaics has resigned
Following chacges by thu advisovy Cyroneican Retilonal Gouncil
+hat he was guiity ol ropressive actlons and "old style“

{1.0., Murkish) methods. The Emir plans to welt for the

new National Assembly o oominase a new prime minister, fol-
iowing the elections goneduled Cor £0-25 March. It 1o 4if.
Picult to see hovw the Assembly can be elected and meet by

its schedunled date OX 28 March, however, in view of the complete
1ack of elsctoral mmchinery ené e wdern coumunicatlons systeii.
As a result, Cyrenaica mey be without a prime minister for
jonger than the Bmir expacis.

=

%3 policy toward iran sadsu pecarvyy abtibscked during & Mg jlis
dobete on the program of the beed Government . Deputy Ashileni
7adeh, an ex-Qavamisi, acoused Premier Saed of placing Iran
1p an entagonistic position Lorard the USSR by surrendering
iranian independence o Lha U3 without vreceiving o single
soncessicn. He also expresssd Lhe siews of a number of Majlls
wembers who wish to stcp tone #GlG Teneran relay of VOA, Dby
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sccusing the U5 broadcasting unit of attempting to create
diporder in Irvaan. :
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Incressed pro-Soviet activity has been notsd in several

speas of iran. Mertial law has been estabiished in the
Gurgan area (adjoining Turimen HBR), where a group of f£ifty
Porsians and Turkmen has beeh arrested on charges of espionage
snd subversive activities. At Shahi in the Casplan Province
of Vazandersn eight Tudeh agitators have besn arrested. In
Knorassan, the US Consulate at NMeshed reports that an increase
in leftist activity has been marked by the appearance of
naveral leftist newspapers and ol a new Soviet-gponsored

party (HIZB-AZADKHAH, party.of Yreedom lovers). A well-placed
US observer visiting Aheyarz, seat of Iran's oll industry and
an important trensportation center, reports that Communist
inf'luence 1s also spreading there.,

.

Suspicion of US participstion 1n Alrican affairs was evidenced
at the inter-goverumentel African T.ensportation Conference
recently concluded in Peris. Uelegetes from the states

baving African dependsncles showed &n unwillingnees to dlscuss
ECA  suggestions for a couwprenensive survey of transportation
needs in Africa south of the Sahara, apparently in the belief
that acceptance of an ECA proposel for such a survey would be
used by political opponents as @vidence that the & 13 dictat-
ing in the affairs of thelr overseas territorles.

.
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