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Weekly Intelligence Summary No. 67

SECTION 1. SUMMARY OF TRENDS AND DEVELOPMENTS

25X6A

The Czechoslovak Govermnment has reportedly bamned all sport fiying
in powered sircraft in an attemps to prevent the increasing number of
escapes to the West by militery and civilian pilots. (Iten No. 2, B)

Recent Yugoslev attempts bo establish direct air esonnections with
the West mark ancther step in Tito's current tactic to estrblish closer
Western ties ss o countermesasure to the increasing Cominform pressures.
{Item No. 3, A)

The letest development in the sgitetion for s tummel under the
English Charnnel was a meeting held on 25 April under the asupicos of a
orivate French parliammentary group which is studying this project.
Thile it is reported thet the parliamentarians favoreble to the projsct
ney reise the guestion on their own initiative during the Buropean Conm
sultative Assembly session &t Strasbourg, little progress is likely ume~
less more powerful sponsorship develops in the UK and France.

{Iten No. 4, B)
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SECTION IX. CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS
25X6A CTYIL AVIATION

The Crechoslovak Govermment hasg repartedly benned all sport flying

in powered aircraft in an attempt To prevsnt Lhe increasing nunber of
escapes bto the West by militery and eivilian pilobts., It is believed

that the present bvan {the third since the Communist coup in Pebrusry,
1948) will not be lifted until new and more severe ragulations ars ine
posed on sport flying, and until & special action committee of bhe
Czecheslovak Aeroclub haz been appointed to review the political backe
ground and affilistions of all private pilots. The fsct thet Czechoe
slovakia has been forced to renew the prohiviticn on gport (lying re-
fleots the failure of ground and air detachments o»f +the Hazional Security
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Corps (SNB) to prevent sir éscapes. Although poor Czechosliovek come
munications make interception difficult, thiz failure to cope with
the provlem may also stem from political wareliability of the SNB
itaelf, (Cenfidentiat}

Recent Yuposlav attempis to establish direct air connections with
the West mark another step in Tito's current taotis To ostablish closer
Western ties as a countermsssure to the increasing Cominform pressures.

Having repeatedly prsssed Italy for an agreement on commercial air
services, the Yugoslava have now approached the UX with en official P
posel to reopen negotiations toward a Ui~"ugoslev air transport agreew
menta Although air nepctiations held with the UX in 1947 wera abortive,
the VK has indicated its willingness to digcuss such an agrgement on
the condition, which was accepted by Yugoslavia, %hat simultsneocus
negotiations be held with the US. {Buropean representatives of Pen
Americen Alrways believe thas Yugoszlavia may soor grant their Gomp any
landing rights in Belgrade.,) Yugoslavia has alsc initiated aiv dige
cussions with Switzerland with a view %o reaching an sgreement on
reciprecal air services between Belgrade and Zurich,

These overtures are probebly metiveted by the Yugoslav desire:
(8} to secure assistance in rehabilitating Tuposleaviats civil air trange
port systam; {b) to facilitate commsreisl gxchanges with the West; and
(¢} to guarentee av air exit to the West in view of the possibility that
Yugoslavia’s present sole air route via Budapest and Pregue may be closed
Lo the Yugoslav airline s a result of the recent deterioration of Yugow
slav-Hungarien eir relations {See T4 Weskly He, 64). {Socret)

SURFACE TRANSPORTATYON

The latest development in the agitation for a turnel under the
English Channel {See TG Wesk.iy Wo. BBJ wes @ meeting held on 25 April
under the auspices of a private Fresch parlissentary group which is
studylng this project. The cost of a channel turnel has been estinated
at 3200 million, with a five year construction period. Proponents of
the tunnel anticipate that = toll system would meke the bunnel larcely
self-liquidating, snd hope et the UK, France, snd other continental
countries will contribute to the cost.
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e vecent neeting was attended by parliamentarisng from Great
tritain, Belgium, theo Hetharisnds, Switzerland, snd Italy, all re-—
porbedly tunnel enthusissts. After electing Senator Denvors from a
channel district {Department du Nord) to the Conference cheirmanship,
the delegates heard an address by the President of the Federation
Internationale de la Routs {Internationel Road Federation), which is
reportedly the prime mover Uehind the twnnel preject. A resolution was
passad requesting the British and PFrench Bovornments to consider the
chennel project and to submlt it to the sppropriste organs of the
Brussels Treaty Group end the Council of Burope.

fiilitary and c¢ivil suthoritics in the United Kingdom have net vet
defined their abttituds towards the tummel and the Prench CGovernment has
shown no official interest. dhile it iz reported that the parliamon-
Harians Tavorable to the project way raise the guestion on their own
initintive during the Hurcpean Consultative issenbly session ab
Surssbourg, 1ittle progress is likely unless more powseful sponsorship
develops in the UK and Fraass. {Secret)
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