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VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST BLOODBATH: MYTII OR RiALL1Y?

From time to time controversy arises as to whether the Viet-
namese Communists would perpetrate a bloodbath if they succeeded
in gaining control of South Vietnam. The controversy has arisen
again in the pages of the press because of an essay by one D.
Gareth Porter, a young graduate student at Cornell University in
Ithaca, New York, known for his anti-Vietnam war views. The essay
once again tries to dispute the well established fact that the
North Vietnamese leadership in the mid-fifties conducted a blood-
bath in liquidating great numbers of opponents of their regime
during a "land reform'" at the time. There have been other 'Porters"
in the past who have similarly tried to discount or minimize the
fact of past Commmist bloodbaths and the possibility of future
bloodbaths.

The chief argument of ''revisionist' historians like Porter
rests on the idea that the exact number of persons liquidated is
in doubt and cannot be proved. By this logic, Stalin's wholesale
liquidation of veal and imagined oppositionists during his land
reform in the early thirties can also be called (and indeed for
years was called) a myth by the Porters of the time since the
exact number of his victims was in doubt and could not be verified.
In a way, it comes down to a 'numbers game'': how many hundreds
or thousands have to be arbitrarily murdered before one speaks
of a bloodbath?

Other arguments of the revisionist historians are equally
specious. They cite mistranslations and misinterpretations of
North Vietnamese official pronouncements concerning such matters,
but it is hard to see how their '"corrected" translations are a
warrant for believing the massacres did not take place. Also,
while discounting voluminous non-Communist testimony and research
as anti-Commumist "propaganda,' they, at the same time, typically
take North Vietnamese accounts, for example of the land refomm,
at face value. They ignore the undisputed fact, acinowledged
even by the Commumist regimes, that their mass media are used
primarily to influence opinion i.e. to propagandize, and only
secondarily to impart factual information. Distortion of facts
and out-and-out lies by Communist mass media as well as in official
precnouncements of various kinds are familiar phenomena. While
it is quite legitimate to re-examine the historical record, it is a
patently unsound research practice (to put the most charitable
view on it) to accept only the Communist version as being correct
and either to ignore contrary views resulting from serious
research, or denigrate them as mere ''anti-Commmist propaganda.'
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The revisionist historians' arguments are examined closely
and at length, and effectively refuted in a New York Times Magazine
article of 15 October 1972 by John S. Carroll, a U.S. correspondent
for many years in Vietnam and now Washington correspondent of the
Baltimore Sun. Revisionist views are also challenged by a number
of other persons eminently qualified to address the problem by
virtue of their first-hand experience in Vietnam and talks with
numbers of North Vietnamese who fled South from the land refom
terror. Their views, expressed in letters to the editor of the
Washington Post, as well as Carroll's investigation, are attached
nereto. See especially also Washington Star columnist Crosby
Noyes' succinct and persuasive statement.

Reproduced as an attachment also are two sections of a book-
let, The Vietcong Strategy of Terror by Douglas Pike, one of the
ranking experts on North Vietnam and the Vietcong. In these
sections he recounts carefully the 1968 mass murders by the Com-
munists in Hue, and painstakingly catalogues cases of atrocities
by Vietnamese Communists between 1960 and 1970. This record of
Commmist terrorism is supplemented by the attached newspaper
accounts of Communist atrocities since the begimmning of the invasion
launched last March. Taken together, these public accounts
provide a reliable and fairly comprehensive record of Communist
terror from which each reader can decide for himself what would
most likely happen in the event of a Comrunist takeover of South
Vietnam. ‘
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5 NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE -
i 15 October 1972 ;
| AFTER WE GET_OUT, WILL THERE BE A BLOODBATH IN.SOUTH VIETNAM?
» BY John S. carrau , o 1 quickly at what is being  House. Yet there is, in sup-

- . What would happen if the United States cut off
all the guns, buliets and bombs the Thicu regime
‘needs to survive? George McGovern, who promises
‘to do just that if given the chance, has a scenario.

First, President Thieu and his colleagues would
¢clear out of Saigon. A coalition would emerge which
would initially embrace all the major elements on

- South Vietnam's richly vaciegated political land-
scape and then ncgotiate a merger with the North,
Yes, thereiwould bhe bloodshed. Perhaps, McGovern
says, scverdl hundred people might be assassinated.

This opinion was not teached casually. It is
grounded in a number of current writings in the
press, plus scholarly publications and memos from
:such adthorities as Prof. George McT. Kahin, head of
the Southeast Asia program at Cornell. Taken
together, it is n fascinating body of literature, one
which attempts to uproot much of what pre-Nixon
- Admindstration historians bclieved about what hap-
pened dn a similar situation—the Communist vic-
tory in' North Victnam in 1554,
 This ‘revisionism has come as a response to
President Nixon's strident warnings of a blood-
bath in South Victnam. It was, as we shall sce,
developed hastily, and then eagerly seized upon
by well-meaning writers, lawyers and politiclans
who wanled to believe that -pulling the plug on
the Saigon Government would be morally inex-
pensive, il not free. Today at least one of the
principal assumptions on which the revisionist
history rests is not even believed by its own|
author. Others arc demonstrably false.

All this ig interesting for the effect it could have
on the cleqﬂ(m and, in turn, the effect on foreign
policy. Pcerhaps the voters, after weighing the
bloodbath of continued war against the probabl
smaller Qlundbath of .a Communist take-over, will
choose tlie latter. But they should do so with eyes
open. THé choice should be painful.

As a pro- or anti-war issue, 'the bloodbath
theory must naturally be considered along with
‘other questions, such as the human cost of th
bombing of North Victnam and the possibility that|
the Saigon Government will ultimately crumbie]
with or without our sunport. Taken alone, the
bloodbath argnment says something about th
. use of “history” in politics. Nixon uses thé mos
extreine accounts of past killing to predict futur
mayhem. McGovern, in spite:
of his careers as historian and
Vietnam spokesman, sweeps
the whole problem under the
rug by subscribing to shaky re-

Investigations of the past de-
signed to reach predetermined

. conclusithpproved For Release 1999/09/

Before dealing with the

revised. Nixon argues that
a Communist victory would
bring death to “perhaps one
million marked for assassina-
tion because they fought
against North Vietnamese at-
tempts to conquer South Viet-
nam.” He bases his argument
on captured Communist docu-
ments, broadcasts and publi-
cations which speak of “blood
debtors;” “tyrants” and “re-
_actionaries” and on the belief
that the Lao Dong (Commu-
nist) party of Vietnam has al-
.ways consolidated power with
the use of executions and
terror. The Nixon Administra-
tion cites any number of in-
cidents, such as the Vietminh’s
1945-46 “coalition’ period, or
current reports of atrocities
in hamlets captured since the
North Vietnamese offensive
began last spring. But for the
most part Nixon aides rest
their case on two events: the
“land - reform” program in
North Vietnam after the Com-
munist victory in 1954 and
the - mass executions in the
South Vietnamese city of Hue
in 1968, .
What. took place after the
1954 take-over depends on
which expert one consuits,
Speaking last ‘year to the
American Society of News-
paper Editors, Nixon told of
“half a million, by conserva-
tive estimates, in North Viet-
nam who were murdered or
otherwise exterminated. . . .”
(Nixon's estimates vary. His
speeches suggest that he
considers it bad luck, or per-
haps bad politics, to use the
same number twice. On the
number of Catholics who fled
the North in 1954, for ex-
ample, he has used 1.5 mil-
lion, §50,000 and 800,000, in
that order. He is headed in
the right directinn; the cor-
rect number is gencrally be-
lieved to be 600,000 to 800,-
100.) The President's estimate
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to be
White

er fthan almost
found outside-

any
the

port of his underlying point,
an impressive body of writ-
ing which says there were,
indeed, executions on a mass
scale in  which so-called
“land - reform” tribunals ad-|
ministered death penalties,
often on the basis of death
guotas for each village. For
example:

Robert Shaplen, the re-
spected  New Yorker corre-
spondent and author of sev-
eral books on Southeast Asia,
including “The Lost Revolu-
tion,” estimates that between
40,000 and 50,000 people were
killed during the land-reform
period.

Hoang Van Chi, a North
Vietnamese intellectual who
fled in 1955 and is now In
Washington with the Apency
for International Develop-
ment, has written that 100,000]
died following a Central Com-
mittee order raising the death
quota from one to five per|
village.

Prof. Gérard Tongas, &
French Vietminh sympathizer|
who stayed in North Vietnam
until 1959 and develcped a
loathing for the regime,
wrote that 100,000 died un.
der a formula of one execu-
tion per 500 inhabitants,|
“which meant easily an aver-
age of 5 or 10 per village.”

P. J. Honey, a British au-
thority, writes that ‘“hund
dreds of thousands of patent-
ly guiltless people were done|
to death in- the most cruel
fashior. , . .

Anita Lauve Nutt, now a
Rand Corporation consuitant,
says that as an official in the
United States Embassy in Sai-
gon in the mid-nineteen-fifties
she handled *“stacks” of red
ports from Vietnamese fami-
lies whose relatives were
killed in the land reform.

Similarly, Robert F. Turner|
a researcher at  Stanford's
Hoover Institute, writes that

ORI iewea

witnesses from “widely scat-
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‘tered parts” of North Viet-
nam, including two who
had actually heen judges in
the tribunals. His conclusion:
“Whether the actual blood-
bath was 300,000 or 500,000
~-it \is quite clear that a ma-
jor purge did occur and that
the casualties numbered in six
digits.!"

The' late Bernard B. Fall,
one of -the few scholars to be
held in high regard by doves
and hawks alike, wrote:
“While jt is obviously impos-
sible to’ give precise figures,
the bestieducated guesses on
the subject are that prob-
ably clode to 50,000 North
Vietnamese were executed in
connection with the land re-
form, and that at least twice
as many were arrested and
sent:to forced labor camps.”
© What is the revisionist re-
sponse to such a barrage of
testimony? There are several

counterarpuments, the first
of which is:
Political reprisals  after

1954 against those who had
sided with the French sim-
ply ncver happened.

This is the contention of
an articlp published in 1969
In  Chriétian Century and
wlidely repeated. The authors,
D. Gareth Porter (a junior
colleague of Professor Kahin
at Cogaell) and Len E. Ack-
land, rely on the absence of
evidence of a bloodbath in
reports of the International
Contrnl  Commission, the
peacekeeping organization
set uv by the Geneva Confer-
ence in 1954. “International
Control. Commission (I.C.C))
reports,” the authors begin,
*while izlot definitive, give us
a reasonable account of the
situation in North Vietnam
after the 1954 accords.” On
this slender reed, the authors
base their conclusion that
nothing resembling a blood-
bath taok place then.

The publication of the

Christian Century article was

& case of rare timing. On
Nov. 3, 1969, only two days
before, Nixon had piven a
hard-line television speech in
which he raised the blood-
bath specter, (This time th
figures  were

dered” and “hundreds of

thousunds™” dead in “slave
labor camps.”) Those who
- wanted to refute the Presi-
dent made enthuslastic use
of the Christian Century
findings. Reports of the
I.C.C. were soon being hailed
as authoritative  accounts
of the post-1954 events in
North Vietnam. The argu-
ment, couched in language
almost identical to that in
the Christian Century, was
used in quick succession by
Professor Kahin (New York
Times Dec. 6, 1969), Tom
Wicker (The Times, May 12,
1970y, and Clark Clifford
(Life, May 22, 1970). 1t also
turned up in a bonk called
“Atrocities in Vietnam:
Myths and Realities” by Ed-
ward S. Herman. it was the
lead-off argument in a study
prepared by two Washington
lawyers, Charles E. Hill and
Frank W. Lloyd III, and in-
seérted into The Congression-
al Record on Aug. 28, 1970,
by Senator McGovern. The
argument was used as recent-
ly as Sept. 23 of this year,
thlg time in a column by
Clayton Fritchey on the op-ed
page of The Washington Post.
Apart from the iC.C.'s
structural infirmities — it was
the cold war in miniature
with Canada on one side, Po-
land on the other and a nerv-
ous India at the fulcrum——
thire are several weil-known
reasons why the land-reform
deaths ‘never turned up in
the L.C.C. reports. One is a
lepal end run the Hanol
regime made around the
Geneva regulations. By early
1955, the regime had made a
very significant change in its
laws to allow political re-
prisals to be carried out in
the land-reform tribunals—a
part of the civil administra-
tion which the 1LC.C. could
not touch. Wilfred Burchett,
the pro-Hanoi Australian cor-
respondent, who would cer-
‘tainly be the last journalist
to fabricate unfavorable sto-
ries about North Vietnam,
wrote that the legal changes
were “partly made necessary
by the ‘no reprisals’ clause
in the Geneva Agreements.

ished an
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People's Tribunals with judg-
ments pronounced by the
properly constituted provin-
cial courts.”

One needs only the most
casuat familiarity with the
1.C.C. to appreciate the ab-
surditv of considering its re-
ports a “reasonable account.”
Bernard Fall provided two il-
lustrations in an article in
this Magazine (“How the
French Got Out of Vietnam,”
May 2, 1965). In North Viet-
nam, the L.C.C. attempted to
inspect Haiphong's Catbi air-
port, the largest airfield in
the country, but permission
was denied on grounds that
Catbi “belongs to a private
flying club.” That was the
end oi that investigation. In
South Vietnam, Fall recalled
askinz an Indian LC.C. offi-
cial about a U.S. aircraft car-
rier which was clearly violat-
ing the rules by unloading
warplanes—within sight of
Saigon’s main thoroughfare.
He was told "that "‘officially
[emphasis Fall’s] we have not
been informed of the pres-
ence of the aircraft carrier””

Recently I spoke by tele-
phone with Gareth Porter, co-
author of the Christian Cen-
tury .article which popular-
ized the LC.C. argument. He
said then he was soon com-
ing out with another article
to prove Nixon wrong, but
this one would be based on
different evidence. He ac-
knowledged that the original
I.C.C. approach is weak: “I
don’t think ’'d want to base
the argument on the I.C.C. re-
ports at this point.,”

The second thrust of the
antibloodbath argument is as
follows:

There were executions but
they were connected with
land reform-—not with the
Communists’ assumption of
power.

This theme, one of Senator
McGovern's favorites, has
been sounded apgain and
again in the literature of the
revisionists. To pluck out one
example, the Hill-Lloyd
study, which Senator McGov-
ern put in the Congressional
Record C?tends

reform. The

oA SAARG020d

deaths “actually took placein -
connection with Hanoi's ei- ;
forts to mobilize the local

peasantry and redistribute to |

peasants land held by langd-
holders, not as planned re-

prisal for pre-1954 activities -
nor to eliminate potential op- .

position and consolidate coft-
trol.” McGovern recently re-

peated much the same state- |

ment, adding that the killings |

occurred two years after the
Communists came to power,

There can be no serious
doubt that the land-reform
courts were used for
poses beyvond land reform.,
The excesses, which eventu-
ally stirred rebellion among
the peasantry, even included
executions of people who
were neither landowners nor
collaborators with the French.
Bernard Fall writes that “the
lack of real
(those who indeed could be

iandowners .

pur-

classed as such had of course -
fled southward in 1954 and .

1955) compelled Hanoi to put

on trial as ‘reactionary land-

lords’ men and women who
were by no stretch of the

imagination rich landowners. -
. . In the hands of pro-Pe-

king leaders such as thg party
secretary, Troung Chinh,

every village felt compelled

to produce its ovn ‘quota’ of
such reactionaries. Perhaps
50,000 were executed.” Is this
really land reform?
Professor Kahin goes: be-
yond most others in contend-
ing that the deaths were:dis-
tinct from the take-oves not
only in concept, but also in
time. He repeatedly ingists—
in the face of writingswhich
include a textbook he himself
edited — that the deathk did
not take place for moreithan
two years after the end of
the war. In his Times article,
for example, he criticizes:Nix-
on for an “appalling misun-
derstanding of what actually
happened,” and then gocs op
to demonstrate his own mis-
understanding by stating: “It
was in the fall of 1956, more
than two years after the Ge-
neva Armistice that violence
occurred on a significant scale
in the north.” In another ar-

) 59 far as to mis-
quo e"‘Pogctm ?;minger on the

timing although Buttinger ig° |
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admirably clear on this point.

Buttinger and other histori-
ans believe the deaths began
‘not two years after the take-
over, hut in some provinces,
slightly before the 1954 vic-
.tory and, after a hiatus to
stem the southward flow of
refugecs, again in 1955. The
violence!was slowed by the
regime in the summer of 1956
when wi&espread unrest be-
came apparent, but the change
in policy!came too late to
prevent the peasant rebellion
that fall—ivhich, it should be
pointed out, took a pood part
of the North Vietnamese 325th
Division gput down,

A @Ird theme runs through
the tevisionist arguments:

The number hilled way
probably only 10,000 to 15,
000-~and that may be high.

The  influential Christian
Century article uses the 10,-
000-15,000 figures and at.
tributes them to Buttinger
However, it is also pointed
out that Buttinger's “sympa-
thies lay. with Diem,” as if to
suggest ;that he may have
been overstating the misdeeds
of the Nﬁrth

Among  the historians who
are most respected in this
country, fButtingcr provides
the lowest estimate—and the
lowest by far, as we have
seen. It is a fraction of the
figure used by Bernard Fall
and Robert Shaplen and a
smaller: fraction still of the
figures ' provided by Gérard
Tongas,: Hoang Van Chi,
Robert Turner and P. I
Honey., It should be re-
garded as a minimum not a
maximuni. There is and prob-
ably never will be any way
of knowing the extent of the

killing in North Vietnam or
the exact manner In which it
was carried out. There Is no
doubt, however, that a great
many people died. If the Com-
munists take control in South
Vietnam and do not execute
large numbers of pcople, it
will be a very rcal departure
from past practices. If by that
time there are exccutions, it is
doubtful that anyonc would
be able to
again, even know about them
for certain.

Another popular theme of
the revisionists is that the po-
tential victims are elements
Vietnamese society might well
be better off without:

General Thieu and his as-
sociates are the ones who are
threatened.

. Sen:‘;tor. McGovern himself
has probably done more than
anyone else to spread this be-
lief. Again and again he has
declared that the sacrifices
in Vi"tnam have been for the
purpose of saving Thieu. Re-
cently he said on television
that if Thieu and “some of
his friends feel endangered”
they could be granted asylum
in the United States. As for
less fpromment South Viet-
namese, he has explained what
happgns when the Commu-
nists,iattam power:

“When they take over a
village. they don’t assassi-
nate’ the people there. They
set up a school and a road
system and a tax system,
They 'just move in and take
over. They don’t kill the peo-
ple, even though the village
may have been indifferent or
hostile . . .

Again, consider the land-re-
form tribunals, Many people
did not live to enjoy those
roads and the schools and the
peoph§ executed were nat
generals and prime ministers.

To suggest that the
bloodbath primarily threatens
Thieji, Ky, the militarists,
corrypt politicians and other
unsavory characters is mis-
leading. One must  assume
that "the big operators have
taken out life insurance poli.
cies in the form of emergen-
cy escape routes and Euro-
pean bank accounts. What the
bloodhath theorists are talks
ing about is the litcrally mil-
lions of people who have
.openly supported the Govern-
ment by working as civiliang
in the national, province, dis-
trict, village or hamlet ap-
paratus, or in the military,
or for the United States.

Having cleared away the
debris from the first wave o

what is shaping up as the

T

new wave, again started by
Gareth Porter of Cornell, Por-
ter has now circulated his
new paper, which attacks the
bloodbath theory as being
based on “propaganda and
careless  scholarship,” and
then, relying on the party
newspaper Nhan Dan and
other official North Vietnam-
ese publications, concludes
that only 800 to 2,500 persons
were executed during the land
reform.

Porter contends that, for
one thing, Hoang Van
Chi mistranslated North Vi-
etnamese documents and
speeches. The most serious
case, he says, is Chi’s trans-
Iation of the 1956 speech in
which Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap
discussed the mistakes com-
mitted in the land reform pro-
gram. Giap admits that the
party ‘‘executed too many
people " according to the Chi
translation—but Porter says
this should have sald merely
that there was an “unjust
discipiining of innocent peo-.
ple.” Chi also says the speech
contains an admission that of-
ficials “‘resorted to terror.”
Here again Porter says the
translation is wrong; it should
have said, *"used excessive
repressive measures.” These
are two of eight examples.

At best, Chi seems guilty
of failing to explain that his
transiations are not literal.
At worst, his work is “fraudu-
lent,”” as Porter asserts. But
even if one reads Giap asg
translated by Porter, it is
hard to believe that he isn’t
using elliptical language to
describe terrible events. Chi,
and others who speak both
Victnamese and English, say
that ioose translations are
frequently used in dealing
with Lao Dong party jargon,
which is often euphcmistic.
“Unjust disciplining” does
mean executions, they say,
just as “excessive repressive
measures” means terror.

There remains one other
disturbing aspect of the
Porter paper. After criticizing
others for making use of
propaganda, he repeatedly re-

proved #or Release 1 QQQIQBIOZaceCIAr-\RIDWGHO‘»MMA@ﬂGZ

official Hanoi publications for

the truth. He refers to these

sources as “officlal documen-
tary evidence,” or “the actual
historical record.” In these
impressive-sounding  sources
he has found little evidence
of a bloodbath. Hanol has
not accused itself of murder;
therefore, it is innocent.

Apart from the historical
arguments, McGovern bases
bhis antibloodbath faith. on
his judgment of what the Com-
munists intend to do today,
not what they did 18 years
ago.

In July of 1969 he said his
then recent visit to Paris had
been helpful in making /this
assessment. “When 1 suggest-
ed to Hanol and N.L.F. (Na--
tional Liberation Front) dple-
gations that some Ameridins
fear a bloodbath during or
after an American wm!
drawal,” he said, “they res

_ plied that just the opposit

would happen-—the killm
would stop . . . as for re-
prisals against those Victha-
mese who have stood with
our forces, they said that it
would be in the self-interest
of any regime to try to br Pad-
en its support and unify the
country, which would cal{not
for reprisals but accommada-
tion.” e
This August he said, {Any
administration coming zinto
power has to consolidate dts
position with the people, %
don’t do that by just wi
spread killing and terror;;, "%
With the notion of a benév
olent, all-embracing coalﬁ!on,
McGovern has come up with
a particularly Amertcan § Iu-
tion Lo a Viethamese pr
lem. Franklin D, Rooseveleﬁs
part of our tradition, hpt
theirs. K

It is true that Ho Chi Minh
himself publicly repudiated
the excesses of the land-re-
form program, but the repudi-
ation was not necessarily
sincere. It was made in 1956
at the time of the peasant
revolt, and was thus ex-
pedient. Writing about the re-
pudiation, Ralph Smith of #he
University of London con«
cluded that the results of the

OO 2 e come.

thing “no one in the party's

n)
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Politburo can seriously have

wished to change.”

The Administration’s reply
the
Vietnamese Communists have
changed their ways is simple:

to those who say

Laok uat Hue. :

“We saw a prelude of what
would happen in South Viet-
nam when the Communists
entered the city of Hue last
year,” Nixon said In 1969.
“During their brief rule there,
there wasg a bloody reign of
terror in which 3,000 civilians
were clu%ed, shot to death

and burig
Thens,':

States

in mass graves.”

re several detailed
sz of the Hue Killings.
The dhe best liked by the
White House is by Douglas
Pike, an officer of the United
Information Agency
who has written extensively
on the N.LF. He concludes

that in addition to the initial
executions of civil servants,
police officials, military men
and community leaders, there
was an ominous phase dur-
ing which the Communists
thought they could hold the
city forever, and set out to
shape it to their liking.

“Orders went out,” Pike
writes, "to round up what one
prisoner termed ‘social nega-
tives' " Pike estimates that 2,-
000 died in this period, in-
cluding a significant portion
of the intellectual community.
He describes the destruction
of a prominent “commmunity
leader” and his family. Not
only was the man executed,
but sg were his wife, his mar-
ried son and daughter-in-law,
his young unmarried daughter,
a male and female servant,
their baby, the cat and the
goldtish,

It Pike's analysis Is sound,

the events in Hue portend
brutal souial engineering un-
der a Communist regime.
The counterargument to
Pike comes from Len E. Ack-
fand, the co-author of the
Christian  Century  article,
who lived in Hue during 1967
and returned after Tet to re-
construct the occupation in
Gia Hoi, a precinct of 25,000
residents. )
Ackland agrees that there
were some blacklist Kkillings
at first. He writes that during
the first week and a half, the
deaths included executions of
people “'as examples” for fail-
ing to report as ordered to
meetings, as well as killings
of selected individuals “be-
cause they had been particu-
larly unpopular with Hue'’s
population.” The mass deaths
came, Ackland goes on, when
the Vietcong wecre being
pushed out of the city. Sud-

denly “re-education” lists be-
came liquidation lists. Ack-
land concludes that the deaths
were a result of the destruc-
tion sown by an army in re-
treat.

"Whether the Pike study
proves that Communist rule
would be a bloodbath, as the
Nixon side insists, may be
open to debate. Yet in reading
the Ackland study, which tries’

‘to refute this idea, one can

hardly be encouraged by the
treatment accorded the peo-
ple of Hue, even prior to the
“army in retreat” period. Is
there any reason that those
killed for not showing up at
meetings, or for being “par-
ticularly unpopular,” would
bhave fared any differently if

.the Communists had con-

trolled the entire country and
hot just Hue? “A revolution,”
Mao Tse-tung once said, “is
not a dinner party.” B i

i
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CROSRY S. NOYES

Communis

ts Wouldn't Be Meic

CPYRGHT

1t s verg reassuring indeed
to he inforqed by a varicty of
Washinglon” armehalr experis
on Viclnam that predictiong of
a “bloordhath” i the Commu-
nists takeover inthat country
are a'myth that need not be
taken ser{pusly by anyone.

This canvenient [finding —
which is ‘made in support of
Georpie McGovern's proposals
{o surrender South Vietnam to
Communist rule — holds that
President Nixon had it all
wrong when he estimated in
1971 that perhaps o half-
miltlan peaple were extermi-
nated by the North Vietnam-
cso after they tonk over from
the French in 1954,

St another Vietham
Yscholnr,” one Gareth Porler
of Cornell Unlversity, has
come forth to challenge the
authorlty for that estimate, s
origin, he says, was a hook
vmnshcd In 1964 by a North

fetnameso cxile named
Hoang Van Chi which was fi-
nanced hy the
with “'frandule v
tion” and is a “tolally unrclia-

=

ble account, the intenfion of
which was plainly not histori-
cal accuraey, bul propaganda
agalnzt North Vietnam L, '

Hoang Van Chi himzelf, who
now works for the training
conter of the State Depart-
ment, admits that his fifrure of
a hal-mijlion casualtics was
“just a ghess — anestimale
that nobody could figurc.” And
so it is concluded by the avm-
chair experfs that the whole
idea of a bloodbath in the
South is a fake and a myth,
concocted for propaganda pur-
poscs.

Well, on this basis, we have
been living quite a while with
a numher of myths.

We can only pucss, for ex-
ample, at how many Jews
were exterminaled in Germa-
ny under Hitler's Third Relch.
There is no ono who can lell

ot within a few million or so

ow many Russians were lig-
uldated by Joseph Stalin dur-
ing the 1030s. There nre no
reliable figures — and much

P e AR 002

as the Cotnmunists consolidat-

L\‘l ;,ll,’\ll.- P"W\..I LLLIRE D M
trics — or how many wilhin a
factor of 10 in Biafra and
Bangladesh,

One may wonder, {oo, just
how relevant what happened
In North Vielnam oflcr 1934
may he to what would happen
in South Vietnam il the Com-
munists look over there. How-
ever many were exterminaled,
it might be peinted out {hat
these were people who elected
to remain under the Commu-
nist repime, Under the terims
of the Geneva agreement with
the French, anyone who want-
ed to lcave North Vietnam {o
live in the South was free Lo do
s0. And neariy 1 raillion, ont of
a population of 15 millinn,
elected to leave their hoines,

In 1934, then, o Cii Minh
was consolidating bis hold on a
popiilation presumahly solidly
united hchind him in his fight
apainst French coloninl rule.
Many others in addition to
Hoang Van Chi have reached
the conclusion that he did not

i CTRRERLaTAGaA

Policy Commitlce (a report,

A dncidentaily, birhly critical of

notes that:

“Those who opposed his rule
were  kiifed. Al least 50,000,
perhaps  as many ag 100,000
were slauphiered. A peagant
uprising was put down brutal-
ly. Small Iandowners — many
of them wilh only a tiny frac-
tion of an acre—were treated
as though they were nhsenlee
landlords: They were shol,”

In any evenl, a Conumunist
takcover in the South loday
would be a far different propo-
silion. Alfer some I8 years of
bitter war and hundreds of
thousands of easualties on
both sides, the population in
the South is overwhelmingly
anli-Communist, It will resist
a Communisl Lakcover as long
as it has lhe means to do so.
And the Communists—who ale
rcgdy have wvsed every con-
ccivable form of hrutality
against unarmed civilians in
this war—will most certainly
not be suddenly mereiful in
their moment of victory,

Q%&\sz:lldg q;p\‘!'hn nggllﬁg‘

be expeeled. A far more rele-

iful in the Swth
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vant porfent s what happenead
in Hue In the course of the 1968
Tet offensive, The Comnmunist
forces held Lhe vity from Jan,
31 to ¥eb, 24 that year. And
stitl . loday, mass praves are
belug discovered {hat g0 far
have yielded more than 3,000
civilinns who had been
clubhed or shot to death,

Tho same thing on nlesscr
seale has happened n eounts

less villages theonphnut Sonth
Vietnam where the North Viet-
namess have temporarily tak-
en over control, The Commu-
nists have pravided f{ar loo
many demonsteations of thele
techniques of poprilation con-
trol in Vietnam and clsewhere
to permit any illusions about

what would happen if they

came {o power in Saipon.
To he suee, Uhe armechair ex-

perts who proclaim that pres

dictions of a Mondbath in Viet-

nam are a myth don't have
much o worry ahout, 3f their
predietions lurn out to be re-
grrettably inaccurale, they will
be a comforiable 8,000 miles
away from any unpleasant-
ness. And it is very unlikely
that anyone will be able to say
with real assurance how many
were killed,
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Gen. Linsdale Replies

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

had fully expected to live the rest of their
lives on the land of thelr homes. Most had

r| The Washington Post of 12 Seplember, 7

: peoplefdled In North Vietnam's Iand refor

| killed by troops and being starved to deat

I was shocked to read the eruel statemoegt
of D. Gareth Porter, a Cornell student, l}

——y ¢

claims:fhat 1t 15 2 “myth” that {housands 4

I~

prografis, Tis claim is a cruel one heeause
altempts 1o mnke “non-persons’” of th(gi
sands of Vietnamese farmers who wa

1

=

Er)

through some savage hell, Ineluding gottig

only hecause they wanled some basic soci
Justice from the authorities plnesrd av(
thein by Hanol's Politbure,

I admit that I was unfashionable in ti
way I pot my own information ahout th
subject, I talked wWith survivors of .thes
bloodbaths of North Vietnam's “land re¢-
forms.” They were farmers who hnd stayef

T2

anly pmall farms by Amcrican stondavds,
to 10 or 12 acres. By the mockery of
)eople’s courls” aystem, ‘they were
guilly of owning land and were dis-

brouzht in to help the police evict them, The
farmars foucht back with sticks and stones
and Hoces, which were no mateh for the fire-
powerjof the troops: Thousands dicd.

Thi$ was the farmer's revolt of North Viet-
nam fghat came out of the North Vietnamese
Iand fJrogram of the Fall of 1956, With farma
idle 3h the years following this revoll, there
was pleat searcity of fond in the faym arcas
of North Vietnam and the Tolitbure, desplie
all off its rhetorie, did little to relicve {he
suffedng. Thousands mote died of starva-
tion. Isurvivers tricd to flee out of these
tragic areas. Tord hlocks were sct up by
troopd. and police to keep them in place,

ared to escape and, after incredibly danger-
ogs journeys overland or by smail boat, man-
azed to reach South Vietnam.  °
If any Amerienn scholar Is sufficlently dn-
terested In the truth, he ean collect many
hundreds of cye-witness storles from ‘t‘hc
survivors now living in South Victnam. The
suryvivors represent the whole spectrum of
the Vietnamese social struclure and its var.
ted roligious helefs, not just a few dis-
placed, wenlthy Catholies nx some prnIpn-
zondints have pietured from a distance, ‘'wo
villages where T know there are survivors
of the land reform hlondhaths of North
Vietnam -ave Gia Nghia In Quang Due ;md
1Tn Nay in Bien léoa. IU's no great trick toé_gct
to cither from Saigfon, . =
. 1 now sgadly awalt the day when seme
American student, under what npparently_
are current standards for our schn!n;ghlp,
will try to make simllar “non-persons” of the
American farmers who fourht at Lc-.xgmton
and Concord, :

in North Yictnam after the great exodus df
' J 0 I bid
' refugees from the North in 1854-1935 an Many|were stopped. Others, however, man-
4 _
WASHINGTON POST '
3 October 1972 CPYRGHT
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR <
. :
7,07 T - . ‘
b ! o R g el ./70 " o A ~
; / (3 [\f ET':[E, .I; I:"wi LN I 6 ’; ,":,F,\ L T NS B o~ ; . 8
] SR L R A P R T s e ST
Y wmd Icjernt Focls et I that such Jand - K i
§os - wners were well aware that such land i : ; y -
,‘ Gc‘nr‘ral Lenadale's Totler (Sopl £ pan. Would  he  confiscated, except what was publu}:lztc‘(ll at‘}};;e tlrrtle}..and f.heir‘ Stof wa.
é i.-!:sx.fu.:'a(mfx and d‘.-r'.m(_lr.n of evidenee by Sceondly, the “people’s courts” did not -cationé‘l\‘ewg From \;jctnam:' (D"’f;y]s'gg;s]
!. l.hv(lln l.ma}y r;m.m.u fnr__(hc :‘xclrnum.‘(r‘ahon.'s confliseate land; they only tricd Tandlords on they reported that “hundreds were l'njurcc
! :lr“(“,lcl“(,l?lcy o7 & massive “bloodbuil” in specific charges. The landowners weve not, by Viet Minh rifle butts and bayonets befor
i }\gt(h ’\‘wlmvm dunng the la_nd reform oro-  In fact, “found guilly” of owning langd, as {he 2day revolt wes criel ,fy»" The {1 o
! g,lam‘: t{ut it dool, raire serious questions-  Lansdale alleges. ,.::;d,',"ro}‘\ dl,,(,‘vl{], \}'li-i;-lxul“'{r:[»é:;]c ,:f,“u";’,;’.'
lnn)oqslé bzm‘li?‘ f[:x(:(\::} ‘lelcc?f\rlll}:lr JC:E;?IE;;\OH of the As far the ".I"“"C'JS revoll,” which Lans- a:r‘ tﬂm‘(:fm‘g }\i; n';n'n (‘l‘c'a?im‘xv. t o
. 1 ;-l uf'. i ‘ . dale trys to link with the confiscation cf The same s {ruae for his story of mass
l: the first Pldcel. ’L}‘\c owner of 1(31 or 12 - land during the land reform, it occurred in slarvalion for scvernl ycars following t‘}{é
; :‘:;l:bzu\ci();:;g lll[;ltlhimcio'f'lm/{ 'imlxll)ﬂ]'clml t'u;]m'. November, 1956 -more than three mionths Innd reform in North Vietnam, A 1%*0:1(
R s land in 1933, olding of that  after all the land had been redistributed and  efaedre o Tty ' Yice pr "
! Tt ! ! ; 1y Schnaiege rice production
| ;ng'p'pﬁgfflﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬁm n"’ﬁ?&ﬂ'ﬁ%‘&i?s%'}" 99%/0&[@2‘1@@14&R@WQH&MQ@&QW&&&WQLZMinly no friend
| to severs ' e tn : e villagers who allegedly escaped from. of North Vietnam's government—admiited

I tenants, sinee It was too much {or

Nghe Al.l province and made their way to

that thete had been a “small but sigpifjeant

G o~
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breakthrouzh” in rice production in 1955,
rather than slarvation as Lansdale charges.
‘The gencral's ignorance of the hasic facts
of the land reform is easily explainad, since
he was less Interested In learning the fruth

.than he was in creating a false impression of
;the North Vieinamese government’s inten-
tions through the use of “false propaganda”

cdiing his opecrations in North Vietnam in
1851 and 1945,
' D. GARETH PORTER,

Resrarch associate at Cornell University, .
aned nuthor of a mnpogranh characterizing
the Marth Viefnsmese blood bath as a *“‘myth."”

Ithaca, N.Y.

Academically Unsound

It was verly casy for me {o understand as 1
rcad Mr. Pérler’s paper {hat he has never
experienced {he real world in Communist
Vietnam in which I have lived. Of particulor
significance in this regard is his patent re-
fusal to aclept any statement as valid unless
he could “find supporting “evidence” in
“Nhan Dan,” the official organ of the Lao
Dong Party%of North Vietnam. That is tanta-
mont Lo saying that if the Communists chose
not to record it — it did not happen and
that cverything they have recorded is (rue.

On the olhor hand, It wos not cany to un-
derstand why A, Porler fails fo realize thet
a basic refuirement of acadeniie rescarcl js
to look for information from as many
sources as Possible, After all, eommon sensd
would dietale that as far as any tolalitaviany
regime such as Norlh Vietnam’s Stalinist
“neoples - dictatorship” 1is concerned, one
<hould not overlook the facts brought oul by
the opposition papcrs whenever available,
And concerning the Land Reform in North
Vietnam,  opposition papers abounded in
Hanol during the Hundred Flowers Move-
ment when ralative frecdom of the preds
was toleraled. It is sad that this very valui-
ble snurcc'f‘of information was npparcntlg
neglected. "

Most deplorable of all, however, is thai
in his pergpnal and untruthful attacks on
me, Mr. Pgrter is enpaged not in an aca-
demie purs#it in scarch of the truth, bul in
a thinly veiled attemipt lo distort history
while also sceking {o draw me inte a politi-
cal polemic during a U.S, presidential elee-
tion campatzn, T will have no part of it! I
came to this land in search of peace and I
do nol wani to beecome involved in ihe
process of an American election. Through-
out my life, 1 have always tried to avoid vol-
ftics and. I do not now intend to enfcr the
polilical arena with Mr, Porter or anyone
clse. :

In my book "From Colonialism to Commu-
nism,” I narrated what I witnessed in North

Vietnam . .,
HOANG VAN CHIL

The writcr is course chairman in Sozrthcnft
Asia orientation at the State Dcpardment’s
Washington training center.

Blood-Debt Lists

the U.S. Embusay in Saizon. T followed the
North Vietnamese and Vietcongz rvadio and
press, read thousands of classified captured
docunicnts, interviewed seores of important
North Vietnomese and Vicleong defeclors,
and traveled widely {hroughout the country
Investigaling incidents of Vietcony terror-
ism. I have discussed the “land reform”
bloodhatl with Dr. Chi, with Norlh Vietnam-
ese defeclors who witneased the program in
various parls of the country, and with fwo
scnior delectors who actively parlicipated in
the campaign as “People’s Courl” judges
and Communist party members. T have found
nothing in my numerous inlerviews with
witnesses to contradicl Dr. Chi's excellent
accounl’, ..

In my conversations with witnesses from
widely seatlered parts of the DRV, T have
concluded that the total number of deaths
from the “Pecople’s Courts” and the “policy
of isolation” (which in spite of Mr. Porter's
ignorance very clearly did take place) aver-
aged somcthing over 3 per cenl. Whether
the actual bloodbalh was 300,000 or 500,000
—it is quile clear that a major purge did
occur and thal the easualties numbered in
six digits. This conclusion is also shared by
P. J. Honcy—a British scholar gencrally zon-
sidered to be the most knowledgeableWesl-
ern authority on North Vielnamese aflairs
—and by Gerard Tongas, a French professor
who prior to 1959 probably had more {ree-
dom of movement inside North Vieinam
than any other Westerner and most Viel-
namesc, "

Porter eharizes “there was nn sueh paliey
of isolating fawmilins, even of those Iandlords

. senteuced for sorigus erimes do i the land

reform.. "I 1T ieris right, iy did North
Virtnamese D.l:ase Minislee Vo Npuysn
Giap express his concern afier the “land re-
form™ by noting *We showed no indulgence
towards landlerds who participated in the
Resistance, treating their children in the
same way as we ftreated the children of
other landlords.” (See Nhan Dan (Hanoi) 31
October 1956). ’

“Nhan Yan” :. . featured in ils issue
number four (5 November 1956) an article by
Nguyen Huu Danz which noled that the
"agravian reform” had “left innocent chil-
dren to die of starvation.” This was the nul-
icy of isolation which Dr. Chi discusses, and
Chi is right when he notes thal this part of
the “land rcform” produced the majority of
the casualtics. The Lao Dong Parly knew
that these children, old peoplc, end other rel-
atives of “landlords” (and certzinly a large
pereentage of those excrcutod were In na
way true landlords) would be unlikely to
support the regime after having scen theip
relatives murdered by the “People’s Courts.”
Rather than allow potentially hostile =hil-
dren to grow up and challenge the pariyv's
leadership, the children were forced to
starve to death. ’ .

About 18 months ago, a friend and I got
{ngether a group of the most scnior defec-
tors of the Vielnam war. Owr group in-
cluded three North Vietnamese army colo

guage {ranslation of an article Mr. Porter
had wrilten, suggesting that there would be
no blocivativ and dengirs that laree nom-
bers of civilians had bern execwied by the
Comnunists in Hue during the 1353 Tot Of-
fenrive., We wanted {o soe how these real
“experts”—men vwiio belween them had ver.
haps 80 years of Communist pacty member-
ship and experience—would reacl. Every
sinzle one of them said that Porter was
wrong. They spoke of the “Blood:Debt” hsts
which the Vietcong have been making of
their “enemies.” 1 knew of these lisis, be-
cause T had personally read dozens of. cap-
tured documents from all over Boulh Viet-
nam giving instructions on their prepara-
tion. We asked North Vietnamese Army
Colonel Tran Van Dac (also known as “Tam
Ha"), how many South Vietnamese citizens
were on the lists. Ile estimated there were
between three and five million names on thé
lists, and Dac’s estimate was conlirmed b¥
the other defectors. Colonel Dac mentioned
some of the people who are likely tarsets:
all village and hamiet officials {clected or
appoinied), and government officials at
higher levels; policemen and soldiers; mem-
bers of religious and political organizations;
defectors; people who have worked for the
Amcricans on for other foreigners; land.
lords; and people who are directly relaled
to any of the above. This last point is impor-
tant, because it was on this basis thal so
many children and old people were starved
in North Vietnam. Dac's list has been ecorrab-
orated at least a dozen times by capturved
Vietcong directives and other documents
concerning the “Blood-Debt” lists. . . .
It would be nicc if Mr. Porter's assess-
ment of the situation was related in sgme
way to reality, It would be nice if the United
States could just abandon South Vieldam
and be eanfident that peace would returd) {o
that part of the world, The history of Viet-
namoese communiim-—the bhetrayal and exey
cution of thousands of non-Communint gl
tionalists during the 17205, 30s, and 48§
the “land reform” mazsacre of hundreds gf
thousands of “class cnemies”; the assassing:
tions of tens of thousands of non-combatants:
in South Vietnam: the Hue massacre~-dges
not support such an optimistic conglu
sion. Nelther do the thousands of capiudigg]
Communist documents, the statemen!s™ie
high-ranking defectors and prisoners, ¢ thy
public statements of North Vietnamesa Corde

munist leaders. ) :
- . ROBERT F. TURNER, =
Rrsearch Assoclate, Hoover Institutlon,

Stanfofd, Calif.

A Neat Shell Came

Your columnist, Clayton Fritchey, has
played a ncat shell gamce before vour reader
audience in this morning's (Sept. 23) op-ed
page. He slarls out with what could be sum-
marized as ‘Ladies and Gentlemen, I'm going
to talk about the foolish notion that if the
N. Viets ever took over in the South they
would massacre thousands’ and then substi-

meeine 1 Approved:-fron ReIeagﬁhﬁﬁ'ﬁiﬁéﬁfﬂsﬁwmﬁﬁ;ﬁ. 18&6%&3@% iﬁiﬁw olﬁnxl»]:lfeir: back

North Vietnamese Affairs Division ol ile don the Corumunist cause in the entire war. g
Joint US. Public Affairs Office--a bravel of Yye showed these men a Vietnamese-lan: 4 the nolion Is that they would do any such

in the 60's, it's a myth. You sce how foolish
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thing in the South, Ladies and Gentlemen?”
“Could Mr. Fritchey be induced possibly to
fnvestigate the details of the Hue rthassacre?

" ERRETT C. ALBRITTON.

i

Bethesda,

Vietcong Terror

Your svtictes rancsvning domae Lo Tlana,
and to the North Vicinamese peopie e me
teresting and comaplete, Mosl penple eobhlor
the terrible desbiuction thal has oo vrred
and is. ceenrring in Lhoth Vietnnne 10 doe
seam stranse hovever, how Hule news s

printed in your paper concerningt the actions
of the Nort™ Vietnamicse and the Vieteonz,
1 was fortunate enouzh Lo have lived fer

several rewrs with the Vietnamese people in

a small community aboul a hundred miles
south of Balgon, A typiesl Vigteang effort to
“reunify” Vietnan would be a 20 kilo charge
of explosives in the fish market, effectively
eonverting 20 or 30 houscwives and children,
Since the school was such a large target, it

became the recipient of Vietcong propa-

ganda — in the form of mortars and rocsels,
North Vietnamese patrels promoted elec-
tions by tyving up half a village chiel at e

end of hiz villare and the other half about

PN i
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today and tomorrow. 1 do not suppori the
“eve for an eye” theory but find it difficull to
understand the glossing over the fuact thit
the North Vietnamese are in South Viel
nzm that most South  Vietnamese. dou’
vant them there; thut the Victconp is a rev
o'utionary movement attempting to over
throw the elected government.

Another simple solution ta this compli-
cated problem would be for the North Viet
namese to remove troops frem Southetn
soil, stop financing the Vietcong, and cont
ply with the accords which they ‘signed in -
19854, .

KARL L. MAHLER.

KEW YORK TIMSS CPYRGHT

10 Aum’gqt 1972

The stories zo on endles:ly, yvestevday.
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‘Vietﬁa)m ese Tell of Gr

Ry JOSEPIL B. TREASTER

Tpeetal 19 The New York Time

BONGSPN, South Vietnam,’

im Life After Communists Came

horthern  Binhdinh  provide a
arc picture of how the Com-
munists would probably pro-

AUR. 6— when the Communs
Ists came a lot of people here
wero very happy,” the bony-
jawed oltl farmer sald bitterly.
“Only now, pcople have had
their eyes opened. The Com-
munists made nice speech-
es. But Inok at what happened.”

In the necarly three months
that the Communists held un-
challenged enntrol of Bonpson
and the rest of northern Binh-
dinh Province on the central
coast, this quiet farming region
was transforgred into a harshly
regimented work camp, many'
of iis people say. .

In numerous  interviews,
people who lved through the
occupation have told of public
executions,. groups of people
being led faway, forced fabor,
enormously  high taxes, stift
controls on everyday travel be-
tween hamlets and mandatory
pightly political lectures.,

Time to Shape Area

From the end of April until
Inte July the Communists cons
trolicd the northern part of the
province without interference
from Saigon troops and they
were thus able to hegin shaping
the repion in their own mold.

Locnal. Communists replaced
tho Saigon government, ham-
let and village chiefs and im-
mediately began working  on
plans to  defend and  fi-
nance their communitics. They

In the view of some Amer-

| {ean—alliciala—tho—ouen to_ia

e ABETSVEY For

vedy in the initial stages of a

omglete take-over in South
am,

intelligence officials say,
o 500 Saigon government
lals have been killed and
hot 6,000 are being held in
v prisons In the forbid-
ling] Antao Valley, which for
has been A Communist

illides and arrests were car-
fed |in a dispatel in The New
orl{ Times last FPriday. Amonp

ictims in the exccutiens
several policemen who
ad |worked as counterintelli-

e Communists when they
over, those interviewed
h]di atedi The area had a long
histpry of Communist aclivity
and| many of the pcople had
knojvn members of the Com-
murfist organization for ycars.
lSo e ceven had rclatives fight-
ng

hanfls of the Communists had
beed few and blurred by time,

Caclier Sortles Recalled

Oh the other hand, cveryone
vividly remember  the
destructive sorties through the
villqres by American and South
Viethamest troops with their

ith the gueerillas, Memor-!
les |of mistreatment at  the!

In| the three months since!
Commumists moved in, al-'

{

Olherwise, -though, to the
pea ant? here as in some other
of rura uih Vietnam,
ms\éﬁ%ﬁﬁgg
motk a name than a reality,

The local officials represent-

INE SNIZON proviged very e
services and many of thase, the
residents say, could be ob-
taincd only by a bribe, Some-

times there were nasty scenes -

with petty officials throwing
their weight around. But the
officials did not bother to en-
force most of the laws and thc?"
rarely tricd to colicct the smail-
taxes on income and property.
The high levies imposed by Saly
‘gon on importers and manu-
ifacturers reached the peasants
[in the form of higher prices for]
'fertitizer and canned milk. So!
ithey complained about higher
‘prices, not taxes,

Residents were suppostd to
tell officlals when they were
traveling from one village to
‘another, but often they did not
and nothing happened, Onhee in
a while there would be a po-
liticat lecture. Attendance was
a matter of choice,

Men between the ages of 18
and 39 were eligible for the
draflt, but bribes and false iden-
tification papers kept some in
their rice fields.

Sweeps In Villages

Sometimes there were sweeps
through the villages by Saigon
troops or policemen, and pco-
ple who were suspected of hav-
ing somcthing to do with the
Comamunists were taken away.
" it, hike rlmost everything done
~ the Saigon Government this
conoeted much less In the
¢ ntrvside than in the cities,

{'nder the Communists there
w.r¢ no bribes and no short
cuta around regulations. The
Communists meant  business
and they used death to bhring
home the point dramatically,

fe Thi Hong, a thin, deli-
cate-boncd  woman  with  al-
mond cves, tells how one cven-

Ing in May she and her neigh-

CIEREBAZEHLISA0ED 20

tive offica by the Communist
o ¢adre, A militia platoon lcader

an

brought hefore the group, de-
nounced as “criminals” and, as
the frightened villagers
watched, shot dead.

Next, Mrs. Hong sald, the
Communists  pointed to 20
people in the crowd—hamlet
chicfs, members of the village
council and policemen — and
said they had committed crimes,
too. These people, she said,
were told they would be pun-

‘prison and were led away. Mrs.

{shed with 20 to 30 ycars in

Hong sald her husband, the
chiet of Thailal hamlet, had
been taken away carlier.

Many Such Stories

As Saipon Government
troops disrupt the Communist !
occupation, many Sstorics like
Mrs. Hong's arc being told in
refugee camps, along the road-
sides and in the hamlcts abane
doned by the Communists,

Under the Salgon Govern-
ment, the pcople had paid
scarccly any taxes, But Phan-
Ty, a 45-ycar-old farmer with
dark, wrinkled half-moons un-.
der his weary cycs, said the!
Communists demanded half husg
annual crop of about 400 poundsi:
of rice. Nguyen Thanh Buong.
said he was taxed more tha
onc-third of his crop. Somc
wives of soldicrs and poveryys
ment officlals sald they hag
had to sell thelr jewelry a
other belongings to get enougt
tice to meet the Communists’
demands, ‘ ,‘2
I In addition to the heavy tax,
‘each family was ordered to set
‘aside a pot of "rice for the
‘combatants.” Whenever the
‘women prepared to cook rice
they were supposed lo sct aside
a handful from their sacks In
this pot. Every two weeks

&%ﬁ%daouéd come around‘

The strongest men and wom-!
en were forced to carry rice
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and asmmunition fong distances.’
Phan Ty, for example, said he,
was gived two Zn-‘)‘ound sacks
of rice and marched for 15
days-—inlo Laos, he thinks,
Mr. Buong was assigned tg.
dig trenches. The Communist
plan, as he understands it, was
to conpect every hamlet and
subhamlet with trenches so tht
the “libaration™ soldicrs could
mave picat distances, unde-
tected and safe from hombs a

artillery.) The trenches  also
formed ai parl of the hamlet:
defense system. In some in-
stances the people were also or
dered to string American-made
wire alongithe roadways. !

Alterlong, backbreaking days
of work without pay, the vil.
ligers hag to sit through even-
fng  polftical mectings, The
people of Binhdinh are no more
politically minded than other
Vietnamew: peasants and those
Interviewed  Indicaled  they

found‘;;he long mectings horinp
and tiresome. Sometimes, after

.the meetings, the prople were

told toligo out and dig more

Arenches;

The political fectures were,
described. as  unsophisticated:
and ranthling, more an oppor-
tunity far cadres to pour out
their enthusiasm than an in-
doctrination Into Communist
political thought. In seme cnscs
the scsslons amounted to a
Communist-hamlet version of
an cvening news report.

Coopceration Asked

"They Informed us of thelr
victorics in liberating  the
country and asked us to coop-
erate with them so that the
cotintry could he totally libe
erated,” one man recalled,

“They said the country had
been Mberated from the dom-
Ination: of the Americans,” he
went on. “They said, 'Now you
arc a citizen in a Uberated area.
You have to coopcrate with
the liberation forces to liberate

RT3

the rest of the country'.

At onc mccting, 8 young
mother - recalled, the people
were told they could cooper-
ate by "sending your sons to
join the revolutionary forces.”
¢ There apparcntly were some
volunteers, but many pcople
snid they knew of youths who
had been given no cholce but
to lser\m in Communist meilitary
units, ‘

Glels Taken Away '

Pham Thi Doa, a lively 19
year-old girl with a broad,
open face and sad eyes sald
that she and fivo girl friends,
who had worked on bases of)

the Americag First Cavalry Di-
p ravedvalgﬂr
0
I3

vision (Air
those forced oin the Com-

. make me po spend 20

She gave this account in bro-
ken Lnglish:

“In Aprit VC come to my
house and take me aw:ﬁy. They

ys for
Indoctrination, They teach me
how ta use weapon~—M-16—
how to lean weapon, how to
crawl on ground and shoot.
Also how to throw hand pre-
‘nade. They also show us how
ito plant mines.”

Miss Doa, who sald she cs-
caped after two and a half
months with the Communlsts,
is now being held with the
other young women In a gov-
ernment camp- for defectors in’
Quinhon, After being screened!
by intellipence officers, they
will probably be released, But
one said that she did not know
where her family was now and
that she was not ecager to leave
the camp.

Some Are Favored

While relatives of the Com-!
munisgls were given preferential.
freatmient and sometimes asked
fo participate In the admintse,
tratior of the hamlets and viis
lapes, relatives of Saigon Gove

/IO TR R
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ernment soldiers and officials
were  reparded  with suspl-
tlon and somctimes were re-
‘quired o attend special indoc-
trination scssions, :

Le Thi Licu, another girl in
the Quinnhon camp, said that
she and some of the others who'
were forced into Communist
military unils were also re-
quired to attend extra political,
classes.

Half way throuph a five-day
political course In Bongson, she'
said, the Communists asked ’fori
valunteers to atlend a higher:;
level class, Then, instead of tak-:
Ing the volunteers, they took
those who had not velunteered,

One of the first things the
Communials did was o collect
the identification cards issucd

Relcass:THalIbaH:

of papnlation control, Ameri-
cnn officialg sav, and may have

been an indication that they
lanned
dentification papers,

Chanpe in Currenty

The Communists also told
somo Fenpln that hepinning on
Aup, 1, currency of the Saigon
Government would be worth-
less anrl that new mohcy woula
be issued,

Shortly after tho South Viets

namese recaptured DBongson,
Licut. Col. Don Stovall, an Am-
crican adviser, showed a sheal
of crisp green and purple bills
bills that he said Govern-
ment troops had recovered, The
hills bpre this legend, “The
Central' Bank of China prom-
ises to pay the bearer on de«
mand at its offices here 50 cus|
tom gold units. American Bank
Note Co. Shanghai, 1930,
+ In many hamlets people who
ywanted to visit another hamsl
‘let or villnge had to get a
pass from the Jocal Communist,
security office. On the pass,
was written the person’s name,
and description and a comment’
on his connection and appar-
ent attitude toward the Com-
munists and the Saigon Gov-
iprnment. The pass also included
lthe time and date of depart-
wre and the expected time of
jreturn. One woman said_that
the passcs she saw in Dinh-
binh hamlet were. signed and
stamped by village, district
and province level officials,
Somo people sald they regarded
the passes ns  “too  much
trouble,” and simply stayed at
home.

Movements Blocked

The Communist sccurity
force maintained checkpoints
between the hamlets and some
troops wcre assigned to the
Phiucu Pass south of Bongson
1o prevent people from leaving
the occupled area.

“Many people tricd to leave
Bongson, but as soon as they.
rcached the Phucu Pass they
were told by the liberation,
forces to go back,” one man
sald. “We were not punished.
We were just told to go back.”

As anolher clement in their
population-control propram.the
Communists told some people
{hey had to return to their na-
tive hamlets, Huynh Thanoh, a
‘gnarled man of 81 with a shock
of white hair, said that even
though he had lived in Bong-
aon for seven Yenrs he was ofr-
dered 1o move two mlles away
to Dinhbinh, where he ‘was
born. He ripped down his house
and had just finished rebuidling
it in Dinhbinh when Govern-
mcnt troops returned and {lat-
tened it with bombs,

!
i
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\pressed many people wil'h th_c_ir

to Jssuc their own’

ithirtics said he know of no
‘random looting. He said that
when he returned to his home
after hiding in a ficld durinf; the
initial fighting, “All our belong-
ings were there, Thers was not
a chicken lost, not a cucum:
ber.” ,
Houschold Conflscaled s

In a number of icported in-
‘stances, however, the Commun-
ists confiscated entirc . houscs
lholds of Saigon government
iofficials, They went a step far-
ther with Do Dam, the chief
of Laikhanh hamlet, sccording
‘to his neighbor, Nguyen Thanh
Buong.

Mr. Buong said that alter My
Dam had been taken away, all
his belongings, including a four-
horsepower pump and hiz. mo-
torcycle, were carted off. The
Communists told his wife that
they understood Mr. Dam: had
received 50,000 plasters from
the Salpon Government in pays
ment for his crops that had
been damaped by defolip-
tion. The Communists said they
believed the clalm had beon .
false and demanded that Mrs,
Dam turn over the monsy, tQb
them. She did. . c

In Hoaiduc village the Com=
munisty insisted that the people
show proof of ownership af
thelr bicycles. “No one cowld
-prove anything,” one man said,
““so we just lost the bicycles.”’
' In the nearly four wegks
isince Saigon troops starteda
.counteroffensive to  recopjure
‘north Binhdinh, roughly
130,000 people have braken
away from {he Communistge

Many Unable {0 Leave

Allied officlals beileve thero
are still more who have bed
unable to get away. But they
feel that scveral thousand haya
chosen to stay with the Come
munists. '

I belleve many fled to the
mountains nnd most of the)
were relatives of the libpgas
tion forces,” said onc mop in
Phumy. He added that in trgln
ta convince people to go Wiy
them, the Communists had sajdk
“Maybe the troops who com$
back here will not be Sould
Victnamese but South Koreatg
They are very touph and bloods
thirsty and if they come they
wlicil kill everybody, youny and
0 -"

some Amcrican officlals be-
liave that the cxperience with
the Communists. will  swin
many people behind the Sat-
gon Government, But some of
the most astute South Vietna«
mese in Saigon say that the
people may show less. of a
commitnent than cver, 1Lmshcnl
0@1@0@‘91(;;2(!:' path by two
armles, neither of which can
they depend upon {or security,

JARSUIPHLL. UG Hahdie It

LLLE
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A man in Phumy refugeo
center explained the peasants’
situation this way:

“When the "natlonalists' coma
they claim they are the fove
cenment and when tho ‘liber-
ation' forces comn they claim
they arc.also the povernment.
So both sides are our govern-
ment, Both sides have guns.

*To answer your question,
"Who is to hlame for ail the
suffering? We don't know, You
have a better position to know
‘than us.”

i Finally, the question, "w‘l.ﬂch
‘government to you prefer?

'™ And the slmple answer, “Our
presence here shows out

DAILY TELEORAPH, London
7 Septamber 1972

have: been killed as part of Viet Cong policy ™~

CPYRGHT

The human cost

of Communism
By Sir ROBERT THOMPSON =~

| Since the start of the Vietnam war thousands of innace

)

nt civilians

HY, 4nvasion of South Vietnam
carlier - this ycar and the
intense but stifl inconclusive
fizhting of the past five months

-draw attention once again to the

human cost to the Vietnamese
people of the continuing war, 1
am not heve referring to battle
casualties which, though terrible,
can at least he  regarded as
"Jegitimate” in war, Nor- am
Includjng  these refugeers who,
though tgmir- plitht may be tragic,
alive. . South

are’ at Jeast still

| Vietnam * has had, in fact, a re-

markable - record over the years
in coping with refugees and has
maintained it yet acain in respect
of the 750,000 who fled before the
jnvader from the Achting zones,
What should most concernd us fa
the number of civilians who have
been  Intentionally killed in hoth
halves of Vietnam, and those who
may yet dic in the. future ag part
of the human cost of Communism,
The Wealern consclence s immedi.
ately  pricked by an  Ametican.
committed atrociiy, such as My
Lad, el by clvilion  casualtics
cotised by the bombing ol the
Notlh (though such casualties aro
now far less than during the 1965
08 hombing campaign because of

the development of the extremely

aeenrate laser-guided bomb),
Little or no attention, however,
mid certainly no equivalent roport.
log, haa heen devated 1o similar
int Cong ny North Vielnameso
ntrm-iﬂm whith have occurred on
s seale which makes My Lal and
the caswaltics from hambing of tho

North alpost insignifl cant €pme
parlson, Approve Por'RéfEas

These have not occutred hecause
of rome  abereation, accident or

B 11 T4 o LA T8 T T T (G T

They hava occorred, both seloc
lively and Indiscriminately, as a
matter of deliberate policy.

At the time when  Janot com.

plained of six civillan. casualtics as

a result of the first American raid
ot the North after the invasion
homim,  her tpoops were  firing
122tmm rockeds indiscriminately into
Salgon and Phnom Penh, killing
more than 10 tiues thal number,
Hev artillery and mortars  have
ponnded An Lo, Quang Tri and
muth of Kontum, including their
hospitals, to rubble. They would
have done the same to Ilue, if
they could have got within range,
without any ednsideration whatso-
ever For the clvillan population.

_Hanei's Russian  130mm  guns
titeenlly  shredded  the  civilian
refupee  columng  flecing  from

Quang Tri in NMay and killed or
wounded aver 20,000 af them. This
was  the most calenlated act of
bulvheey duping the whole war,
Suvch tacties, rambined with 36,000
seleetive ussassiations in the past
12 years, are designed, throuch
teveov, o soften the will of the
people te resist.  ftunal is faith
fully  following Mao's  mlamouns
divtnm that there should be no
concern for " slupid seruples about
benavolence, righteousness and
morality in wae.” i .

Everyone has heard of My Lai,
but who has heard of Cai Be,
wlhere the Viet Cohg, after. its
capture, lingered only to murder
the wives and children of «ll the
loral militia, or of the Montagnarvd

ST

wotten and ciildren?

‘Most people have .heard of the
massacres at Hue in 1968 where
the Viet Cong and' North Vieb-
niamese, after its capture, executed
5,700 people (as assessed from tho
mass  graves found; afterwards),
hut who knows that in captured
documents they gloated over these
figures and only. complained that
they had not killed enough?

These Incidents were not the
work of undisciplined soldiers act-
fng in vinlation of instructions, but
part of a ruthiess, deliberate
policy designed to break a people
who would not stherwise bend to
their will, ! N Veen
Too red for Fulbright .

'The world cannot plcad lgudr.
ance, because it has all been well
documented (from almost entively
Communist sources) by Dr Stephen
Hosmer tn a book on * Viet Cong
Repeession ™ (their own word) and
by Douglas Pike in his bvok on
“The Viet Cong. ‘The evidente
has now been authoritatively put
together in a compendium propated
for a United States-Scnate Cottte
millee—surprisinely, - the  Coms
mittce on the Judiciary (the meat
was ohviously too red for Senator
Fulbright and the Foreign Affairs
Committee), ‘

The question as to what - thd
bloodbath would have been if the
invasion had succeeded is fast hed
coming hypothetical,
are distressing implications for tha
future if Scnator McGovern f4

e RN - THA REMRZIR0119AAR0d200 1902 fars a0

would have been several hundred

throwers Incinerating more than
250 Aaper ] i

But there

i A
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that Mgure tn well over a million

exccuted, |

nam wr'{c on  the Commun

ts’

22'May 1972
Liberalio&;ﬂommunist Siyle !
20,000 EIVILIAN

CASUALTIES, MORE ,
THAN 700,000 HOMELESS !

SAIGON

are paying a tenible price to be
“liberated,” ‘

Presicdent Nixon, wsing figures sup-
plicd by the U, 8. Mission: here, said
on May 8 that 20,000 civilians have
heen killed or wounded in the cur-
rent Communist offenstve,

Actually, wo one knows for suro
what the figure is. The feeling is that
it ts probably higher,

The Red offensive, especially in
the Narthern Provinees of South
Vietnam, has created a massive refu-
geo problem. More than 700,000
persons have left thelr homes to seck
|safety.

Communist torrorism also is up, In
the first 35 days of the offensive,
ahout 650 persons wore nssassinated,

i S0 s peomel bty e i of tho war may ond dEh” ot it

if the Noeth is to diges L 3 im that the forecasts are cx- a LUiL.. .

;'hm: it must eliminate all those §§;cratcd, but in Hoi Thanh vil- with. their lives.
at every level who have plaved 300 alone, in sorthern Binh Dinh When asked in an_interview if
any positive part n its delenes, not rovince, after jts capture by lhe the. possibility of a bloodhath Bad
{“ﬂt in the armed forces but also VA 3rd Division in May this been exaggerated he replied: |'It-
n thotvillages.. year, a hamict chicf and 47 other could hot be ekaggerated. It will

Thete has been no mass up-  villagers were buried alive—and happen” - Asked whether wdrld
rising in support of either the Viet this in an arca which maay opinlon WOHM deter it, he laugked
Cong or the North. The people of American journalis\;s.haéc WI‘IH(I‘.H tand s;'nd:'t’\’v;ltu; would (l])t; u;}n nhr]i
At ’ . off as being pro-Viet Cong. n 0 report jt? happened In
;E?Vieg}nhsgrlrﬁ'['?éhtmg (f)olr thhe&";' that case, what would have hap- thngm and tobody cared. ou
more ¢ en. as at An Loc wih  Pened in the thousands of pro-  Americans would not be here to
convincing resolution. The eon.  Kovernment villages? see it. Once out, you would nefer
ateror m!,[l:ﬂd not hope to hold and Fortunately: we have more re. ~ fome back, lt’\&'ould just happen.
govern sich a country without a “hﬂb)es and a&tl}g)ritalivccs;)grrccs l\I\qzlhd \\(}DJ?:&H;! ) Lk do:;’snt ¢ m
hathion ive than Senator McGovern. Col Tran rasn Wh oing on here rifrhi
m%‘e’ghl:;téort‘hi m::‘scs(;g(c‘:tzaliﬁ. simi- Van Dac, a North Vietnamese now. . . ;
1at cltcu ;.tmropq in Soviet Russia oﬂlco}: w}e‘o defocted after 24 ,vc?rg FDIS]H"(“.QR]I}"S!‘[ ﬂmughb the thoupht
ThiZa twhe AT in the CGommunist party, state of a Dloodhath may be, it is mera
523»95:-3&33‘?& rté'f‘;w:,':-'sgmﬂ that the. Communists, if they wing  dlstuthing to: think, as Doudds
20 million aid 34 m‘ﬂlio’nl igut' will slaughter up to three million Plke exprossed itl “The Cdm.
tloser to home In North Vietnam' Sn‘mhl [etg{amc%h and ar}:‘othlcr mumn:;s in"\’h'f(t;mn~nt wotﬂlﬁcrc pte
b e . . ¢olonel, Le Xuan uyen, who de- a sildneh” . Senator overn
?gxze@vgmﬁo? q%sghetﬁf?;"’%‘a{& fected after 21 years, stated that  would call it peaces 1
are . .over. 500,000 killed and Ve million people in South Viet. '
3.
CPYRGH.: . NE#S AND WORLD REPORT CPYRGHT

_Vic'l_n:ugcsc Tolng, W the South :

1,200 wounded and 2,100 kidnaperd,
There were reports that Viel Cong
exceution squads killed hamlet of-
ficinls in arcns where the North Vict-
namese Army was in strength. Viet
Congt agents replaced them,

Of those kidnaped, some probably
were pressed fnto service ns porlers;
Pme were “recruited” at gunpoint,
thers may have been slain,

There was a breakdown in nonmal
w and order in some localitics,
outh Victnam has about 2,000 pe-
ce stalions. During the offensive,.
early one tenth of these were either
verran or abandoned, mostly in
he northern regions,

Enemy sabpers and Allled war-
anes combined, for different rea-
s, to destroy 49 bridges, Portions
£ 15 major highways were torn up
y mines or bombs, N
In Quang Ngai Province, there
s what one American official de-.
ribed as & not untypical event:|
cal force Vict Cong sappers
urned 15 villages to tho ground,
Chirty thousand persons were osti-

—

mated to have lost their homes, ,
The fury of combat in Quang Tri
Province made it difficult to dis-
tingnish whether losscs were from|
convontional warfare _or from tor-|
rorism. But officlals belicve terrorists’
alono destroyed homes that had
“housed at least 10,000 persons.
. Enemy attillery, firlug indiscrim-:
inatoly into beleagucred Quang Tri
City, took a heavy toll. During the
four days before the city fell, 3,000
shells a day raincd down, According
‘to Defense Seerctary Melvin Laird:
i"Then, on the Jast day, they put
{4,600 rounds of artillery on that
civilian population center.” - '
At An Loc, 60 miles from Salgon
tand under siege almost from the
start of the invasion, 35,000 rounds
jof cnemy artillory have heen pourod
into a 2-mile-square aror~another
civilian center. Reported Scerctary
Laird; "They sprayed artillery intn
those civilian centers fust ag if they
were using a water hose.”
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WHEN REDS TAKE OVER—

* THEIR STYLE OF “JUSTICE"
SAIGON
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*But in the provinces of Binh Long,
north of Saigon, and. Binh Dinh on the
¢entral coast, virtually every enemy-
occupied village has a tale of horror,

Officials give these examples:

Recurring reports of atrocities com-
milted against South Vietnamese
caught up in the early days of the
Communist invasion are for the first
time being documented by official Al
lied investigations.

Villagers freed by advancmg South

Vietnamese troops tell of murders, ex:

ecutions, kidnapings and impressmant

irte Co—=—u=igt 200 E27ES.

Tre mvidence so far ciscgses nao
consistent pattern in the enemy's
campaign of terror, In Quang Tri Prov-
ince, South Vietnam's northernmost
mglon few mstances of Communist

" FAR EAQTERN E
CPYRGHlTong on CONOMIC REVIEW

Bs 3 June 1972

Th Binh Dinh Province, a Commu-
nisforganized ‘'people’s court”—with
30( villagers farced to participate—
conficted a group of .government
workers and policemen of being "‘en-
emies of the people.’”” As many as 45
perfons were executed, and the others
sentenced to life imprisonment.

dn eyewitness said "those con-

them and then bayoneted the bodies
"many times."

~Another 45 officials and soldiers
were reported to have Meen buried
alive in Tam Quan district, .

The Viet Cong are said to have be-
headed a policeman in Bong Son vil-
lage and strung up his body in front
of the military-police headquarters to
avenge the death of a Communist
soldier,

The full scale of terrorism may never
be known. In Binh Long Provmce, for
instance, the protracted fighting for An
Loc has made it impossible to deter-
mine the fate of many government em-
ployes. Says one official:

"We may have to replace 40 per
cent of the officials in Binh Long. We
sumply do not know how many were

ake

[}
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ystem so as th mect the requirements

F‘ORNGN -devll pressmen have been
admit{ed to Hanoi and can visit,

Haiphong and selected areas of “indis-
criminate and barbarous” US bomb:
ing. (lt has been sagaciously — if cyni-
cally — remarked that any army gene.
ral would prefer the enemy to drop
boinbs -on schools and hospitals than'
on his advancing, column; or war sup-
phcs )

- So far, however, there have been no
bylincd reports from Quang Tri or the
South Victnamesc hamlets which have
been “liberated” by the North Viet-
namese invaders. We await even Party-
blessed reports of the “tumultuous
welcome™ accorded the liberators by
those villagers who did not flee and
whose fato and futurc femain a gnm
riddle. -

This decent Interval — if the sick

jest is permitted — between liberation

and propaganda is incvitable, but the
still unwritten local storics can be re-
constructed from the $pecific orders
and directives Issued by the Victcong
Security Agency of tho Central Office
for South Vietnam (COSVN) in Hanol,
These docunients are available in
abundance; their authenticity is un-
doubted; thelr message is a warning for
the possible Miture as well as an in-

direct r;:&mt on the unwritten present.,
“As ppﬁmvedvﬁmﬁdi‘al

hasic dlrccnvu dmhrcq "'wc must dc-

gase 1

[ iepressig and purging undesirable
Jements apd prescrving power”
“Repregsion™ s a cover-all for
bublic triafs, exccutions and imprison-
mént, terrpr and revenge. Decisions on
ife or depth are vested in the Party
kadres whp dig in after the army has
hlown thfough. There are delicate
ynonyms| and amusing Annamese
ling phrascs for the customary death
chtence by a people’s court. That
formal juggment in Vietnamese isdiet
- "to cndf the existence of.” But it can
be translajed more humanely ~ for the
car — as yu Iy tai cho: “to solve a pro-
birm on [he spot.” And in hearty so-
clalist idigm — which might have made
Marx scrdtcli his haemorrhoids in em-
barrassmgnt — the message of demo-
cratic jus|ice can be presented as “to
cancel,” ['to sleep with the worms,”
“to punigh severely,” “'to go diving for
shtinp,” |"to punish with a fully: ex.
tended arm,” “to fced him copper
candy.”
A typkal security directive for the
Que Son|district stipulates: “Each arca
of activify should cstablish a record of
reactiongrics who should be arrested.
Specific |cases must be submitted to
courts {dr trial. Death penaltics will be
given by the court to heighten thc
ngngc of the rcvoluhonarbmovcmcnt

LA

nism or [ascism, what's the difference?

BT evont94AGTAEE Sl £

(issucd to liberators operating in the
Sa Dec special zone) that “a general
specific norm must be set for success-
ful eliminations": two to seven execu-
tions, and 15 to 20 “warnings” in each
sub-ward; *“death quotas™ of two to
five, and 10 to 30 “warnings” for de-
signated city inner-areas.

To facilitate court procedure, death
sentence forms, already spproved,
signed, stamped and scaled, have been
distributed to commissars of the
liberation forces, leaving convenicrit,
blank spaces for the names and crlmcs
to be legally filled in. :

Errors, the Party bravcly conccdcs,
do occur.™'For instance,” one penitent
provincial report discloses, “in some
arcas we killed entire families, tecns
agers and cven fricndly personnel. We
have put_ more emphasis on killing
than on indoctrination of culprifs.
Conscquently, this has badly affect’:d
the prestige of the Party.”

Finally, if we lack reports of the
current people’s trials in the liberated

villages around Quang Tri, we have the. |

testimony of Bui Cong Tuong, a Viety,

cong defector, who was chicl of Pro« |

paganda, Culture, Teaching and Educa.
tlon for Ben Tre and who reports a

“purge movetne¢nt” trial in Tan Hao |

village:
“] had to write down dlﬂ'ercnt mo-

e ‘
oAt T

—
pp—

death sentences |,
condemnations |

had to be read to the people, and T had |

o
1 1
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to write them in such manner that
they would be approved by the peo-
ple. The condemnation had to stir the
people 36 that they would shout, ask-
ing for the death sentence...The
condemned were immediately shot
and buried In a mass grave. Their fami-
lies were not allowed to bury them.”

NEW YORK TIMES

4 Auvgust 1972
{

EnemylIs Said to Execute
HundredsinSouthVietnam

Allied Officials Describe Slayings ok
Government Aides in Binhdinh ~—
T housands Reported Imprisoned

CPYRGHT

SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Aug, 3 — Allied Intellipence of-

CPYRGHT

By JOSEPII B. TREASTER

Special to The Hew York Times

ing over South Victnam by
force.

1

Such violence, these officials

say, especially would be ex-
pecled if a Communist victory
were “sudden and decisive.”

i Other American officials,
;however, say that history
would suggest that a sudden
and decisive victory “just isn't
in the cards for either side.”

These officials feel that If
the North Vietnamese Commu-
nists were eventually to gain
control of South Vietnam
through a gradual political sct-
tliement, they might well adopt
a conciliatory attitude toward
their former opponents in
hopes of uniting the country,

But thoss who most firm
subscriba  to the "bloodbat
theory” are convinced that any
kind of enemy take-over would
result in the execution of many
officials In the Government in
Saipon.

Some Americans with con-
siderable expecricnce in study-
ing North Victnamese and Viet-
cong affairs say that they have)
been surprised by the particus!
larly harsh tactics of the Com-

Prople who have escaped

[~ TIcials say that Communist po-
litical officers have publicly ex.
ocuted hundreds of Saigon Gov-
ernment officials and Impris.
oned thousands during their
occupation of Binhdinh Prov-
Ince, on the central coast of
South Vietnam, ' .

The allled officlals say that’
they have confirmed the deaths:
of about 250 persons through!
eyewitness greports and have’
additional Yinformatlon that.

RIS
{\&i‘r..’ﬁ':f‘;:\x_x

The New York TimeesAuy, 4, 1972

fleads them strongSAPFANGY
jthnt the total number of dead

__ix abant 500

Fave  pinpointed three large
prison | camps in the rupged;
Anlao fvalley of central South;
Vietnags, which are said to
hotd nﬁout 6,000 persons, the
offlcia¥ say. '
The| main  victims  of
the endmy were said to be ham-

let and village chiefs and their
deputlds, pacification workers,
policerhen and militlamen, But
teache}s, doctors, nurses and
'minor hdministrative staff work-
'nrs, af§ well as some soldiers,
wero §mong Lhese reported im-
prisonpd.

Lengthy interviews with peo-

pla wijo lived in northern Binh-
i uring the nearly three
of unchallenged Com-
~ occupation generally

rated the findings of
elligence officials,

unar New Year offen-’
hen, according to allied

4, more than 2,600 pcople’
illed. |
Amcerican officlals see
eported  executions  in
h as a sample of the

e

nists succeeded in tak-

Tomsts—iT-finhdinh  province
which has a] long history of
party aclivit )
Revengf Suggested

They suggqst that some of
tha reported Killings may have
v inspired by a sense of
revenpe tow former party
'mcmbcrs whq, for one reason
ior another, hhve worked with
|thc Saigon GoJdernment in recent
’years. Anothef possihility, they
say, is that the reported
killings represpnt some sort of
Interparty conflict, perhaps be-
tween northefn and southern
factions.

While a fewW executions havé
been reported in the  other
arcas capturef by the North

Vietnamese {n{ their current of-
fensive, there|has heen nothing
of the magnitpide of the events
reported in Bihdinh.

This 1s so, huthoritative offi-
cials say, bechuse the districts
in Binhdinh {q! rather suddenly
— in a few ¢ays as compared
with a few wWeeks in Quangtrl
Saigon Govern-
wore “caught in

[>%

>3

place.” .
After the [fall of northern
‘Binhdinh  Prqvince in Aprily
nearly three months passed be.
fore Government troops tried
territory. Thus,

out their pro-
grams in soge dctail among
the more thah 200,000 people
of the region|| ‘

In most of fhe other captured
areas, the fighting never fully
s
however, in

north of Anjoc, and that is

LRDPROO 1948000 G IRMIA: 2 "

ecutions were reported.

where some of the other €x-

Hundreds Shot to Death

The encmy gunned down sev-
eral hundred South Vietnamess
civilians who tried to flee from
their control in Quangtri Prov-
ince, the northern most prov:
ince in South Vietnam, and
they used the same tactic at
Anloc, but apparently killed
fewer civiliana there.

American  intelligence  of-
ficials belicve that these slay-
ings were more likely to have
been the outcome of local bat-
tleficld decisions than the te-
sults of high-level policy, as
the reported executions ap-
parently were, . .

Government troops began to
disrupt Communist programs in
northern Binhdinh with a coun-
teroffensive late in July, With-
in two weeks, Saigon's troops
had re-entered the principal
town in each of the three
northern districts — Hoalnhon,
Tamquan and Hoalan—and had
encountered little resistance. In
the last scveral days, though,
the enemy has becn striking
back, and large sections of the
area remain contested.

The territory In  northeim
Pinhdinh was captured by

North Vietnamese repulars,
But after they had secured the
arca they withdrew and left
administratlon of the “liberat-
ed" communities to local Cora-
munists, some of whom had
been living in the mountaing
for years, :

' [Instaliation of Officials

l The Communlsts are belicved
to have instailed chiefs and
administrative staffs in cach of ;
the villages and 138 hamlets |
in the threa districts. :
According to allied intelll-
gence officials and residents of
porthern Binhdinh  provincg
this is how the Communisly
procecded: =
Communist security officers
had compiled dossiers on ev-crri
one in the region. They quickiyil
classificd the population into
several catagorics according to
physical capabilities, finnnciaa
position, occupation, age ane
.relationships to the Communisty
and the Government in Saigom.
Those who had worked di-
rectly for the Saigon Govern-
.ment  were brought before
“peoples’ courts,” denounced as| -
“tyrants,” and condemned to]
death or sentenced to prison.
Relatives of the Communists
were often offered jobs in the
administration of the hamlet,
while relatives of Government
employes were watched closaly,
restricted in movement and

12




Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A000200110001-2PYRGHT

In organizing the “people’s
courts,” the Communists would
assemble 30 to 40 persons to
the .entire hamlet of several
hundred. The courts wers held
durlnF the dadv and the night,
usually outside administrative
offices or schools but somo-
times on a road or in a tice
field,

‘Frozen With Fear’

Sometimes the residents were
urged to join In hurling charges
against the accused. But in
other casﬁ a death sentence
was read while -the people
stood—in the words of a farm-
er—"frozen with fear.”

In many: cascs, thers were
fewer than half a dozen vic-
‘tims In the, reported executions
in Binhdigh. This is in contrast
to the killings in Hue during
Tet, v\gmn scores of people
lwero herded together and shot
as the”‘Communists apparently
tried {9 eliminato the entire
commyfiity of Saipon Govern-

ment gégorkcrs and anti-Com,

munist leaders.

American intellipence offl
clals say that the Communistsi
appear to have been generally!
more “selective” In their kill-
ings In Binhdinh than in Iue in’
11968, intending them as “abjeat
‘lessons™ to discourage future
cooperation with Saigon and to
reinforce loyalty to the Com-
munist side.

For this reason, the intelll-
genca officials say, only the
worst “tyrants” were killed,
Others were given stif{ prison
terms ranging up to 30 ycars,
and still others wera required
only to attend intense political~
Indoctrination courses for- a
month or so, where they were
expected to learn that the sal-
vation of the Victnameso lay
in Communism,

Despite the general pattern
of small-scale executions re-
ported, the intelligence nf[lcialsi
said that they had sketchy de-
talls on a few mass killings.
For example, they say, on May!|

1% in the evening, 100 GOveIm

‘ment officials were ¢ orgcd to
have been killed and buricd in
‘Andong hamlet.

‘ In another Instance, 42 po-
dlcemen and Government work-
jers, including an officer, Tran
Van Luc of Dinhbinh, were said
to have been shot to death on
the outskirts of Vinhphun

hamlet at about 9 P.M. May 27.
They were reported burled in
a sandbar nearby.

Riflg firs was the most com-
mon method of killing, but in-
telligence officials say that a
hamict chief and 48 other vil-
fage and hamiet officials and
soldierrs were buricd allve south
of Tanthanh hamlet somegtime
In May. .

They also said that a police-
man, a pacification worker and
an assistant village chiet hag
been stabbed “many times™
‘with a hayonct affixed to &

rifle after they had been shot
befors 1,000 people at the Afe
phong village sports stadium

May Z0. —
| On May 21, the Intclligenqe
officials say, an unidentifiqd
South Victnamese military ppe
liceman was ‘beheaded in Bonje
son and his hody was hangdd
in front af the military-poligs
station there.

Accarding to allied Inteljl
gence officials and northen
‘Binhdinh residents, the chargps
that brought the death penally
were usually vague hut refleqt-
eq the Communists’ puritanidpl
nyture and their intolerants.
for “crime” against their own
paople,

Thepsa who died were repofts
cdly accused of taking bribgs,
violating  unmarried womdgun,
making love to wives of “revo
lutionary cadre,” capturing apd.
killing “legal agents of the rgve.
olution,” and providing inlgre
mation to the “encmy.” Soma,
were reporied also cited Jas.
simply “corrupt” and "dome

ineering™ over the people.

American intcllifedce olfic
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TVietnam: CPYRGHT
‘Shoot Him!
Said the
People

SAIGON—On the evenfng of May

inh province on the central coast of
konth Vietnam. Allied officials say
¢y have eyewitness reports confirm-
Ing the denth of about 250 persons
thnd other information leading them to
‘Eeliove that the total number of deaths
‘I In the vicinity of 500. In addition,

» officlals say, escapees have told
hem that about 6,000 persons are be-
ing held in prison.

Some American officials here regard
the reported exetutions in Binhdinh
province &s an examplé of how the
Communists would behave {f thty Sic-
céoded i taking over all of Sofith Viet-
| nam. Many of the officials say that the
term “bloadbath,” which has been used
by President Nixon iIn describing such

; T e Lo s tyTa 10y
500 pegple in the hamlet of Binh-
¢huong fin northern Binhdinh province
and recited a list of “crimes” they said
hnd been committed by Npuyen Xuan
Phonp, the Social Affairs Commissicn.
er of Haaiduc .village. As Mr. Thong,
his arms tied behind him,, krelt on
the road that runs throagh Binh-
chuong, the chairman of the Hoaidue
People’s  Revolutionary  Committee
asked the crowd: “Is this man worthy
of heing shot dead?”

According to an eyewitness report
recelved hy American intelligence offi-
¢lals and made public last week, the
peopla - reptied: "Shoat him  dead”
Thercupon & youth stood in front .of
Mr, Thonp and put three rifle bullets

into his chest. . .

Mr. Phong was one of several hun-
Hred Saipon Government officials re-

| imoniths that they had unchallenpged
' Ltentsolod the porthemm part of Richs

ported to have,been execut t
Bommunits, dORPEAVRG dfiRel

n cventusilly, i3 too ernotionally
tharped and probably is not what
fvould happen. “But I don't think any
beasonable person doubts that there
rould be a Iarge number of South
Vietnamese  Government  officlals’
killed,” one American officlal’ saidy
''d say it would be a few thousand.” f
The widcspread feeling is that aftef!
take-over the Communists would bl
elective In their killing, us they -pens
tally appear to have heen in Dinhdinh,
tnerlean specialists in Morth Vietnas,
sse nd Vietcong affairs say they
wort' . expect the Communists to po,
‘{ier key officials who had becn par<
iculatly eifective opainst them and
ho appeared reluctant to cooperats,
ith tie new government. The idea
ould br to pet rid of the trouble-
akers and jmpress others that they
ad better snap ino line, as dpptars to

@

'you would also have the revenge

artar’ M

e ARSI S ATanrRiE 79-01194A000200110001 -2

that in the past aveek they have red
celved information that somo Commu
nist operatives have been dircoted to
“eliminaie” Saigon Government - offl
clals who might be able to dentif
them in the event of & cease-fire, The
targets would be primarily members off
the South Vietnamese intelligence serv
ice and national police. 1
The Communists in the Vietnam we
have always employed terrorist, tacticsy
aiming at eliminating specific leadery
to weaken the Government side and
at times, tossing random hand grenadef
to intimidate the population hnd dig-
courage them from standing with thp
Government, ' i
According to allied officlals, therp
was & -surge in terrorist incidents
across the country with the start g
the North Viethamesc offensive in latf
March. By the edd of July, 2,762 Sou
Victnamese civilians and officlals wege
reported to have died In these ing!

dents. The total for all of last yedt.

was 4,000, down from an average |

about 6,000 for each of the thrge

earlier years. .

.By comparisén, - the number p
deaths in Binhdinh may secem smajl,
But there; ns would probably be the
case in any noncontested area, randop
torror might have had a nepatife

effect for the. Communists. Instead,,

{h the “liberated arcas,” the Commie
nists carried out their killings with
tieliberate calculation, hoping to mage
gach one an objoct lesson. .
. . . =JOSEPH B. TREASTHR
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No Semblance OF Trial orenr
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are glvea an indoctrinativa
course of 10 days ln one
month while thase with <atl;
Lommor gt art v o ek
from one immont: 10 1hres
mornths, ) .
Dien sald the NVA/VC for.

. ¢es caplured a tolal of 5,000

and- - 3,700 cadres. Of that
pumber, 1.000 miiitia men

1,700 In Bf

! . By QUANG MINH

1
|

Ived, belfore Nhan decidod
n 1954 to go to Narth Viet.

Dinh and lo dismiss (hesC a§

The NV VG forces  wha the result of small towi}

occupied nérthern Binh Dinh gossips and hutreds,
execuled

& lotslof 1,700 mili- = 1y potice  authoritic
tia and ggdre personnel and .00 1ho records,»
have £ centrated some 7,000 gressman sald when asked if
moreifp the An Lao and A8 5 )y has been made of thi
Huu adfpas. execuljons.
Confrary lo earlier reports  pion” makes frequent visity
tahlcrri;;:?:sd tl;-::s fﬁ“::""“cfv_o: lu his cpnstituency; he arrl
summérily cxcru_!t?:dm:s ut;g_" ved ‘“’.9"‘5" vgo from hi
were fingered by the VO with }T’; ‘:J“i‘ﬁnif: :ﬁis‘ nne' o
AT T o P R T S T 10 o S ma

| e e R LI B
same instances by being . . :
. . cutions in [loai An  wiicrd
buried alive. ¥ N

s as moro than a scora of  civil
This was disclosed Wedncs- gorvaals wero sirung wp by

day L.y Depu'y Le Van Dien, thefeet and their throats cut,
congressman from one of the
norlhern Binh Dinh districts,

in an interview in the Lower .
House. ' . tho VC equivalent of Provind

[)cpu|y Dien’s revelations co Chiof l"Blhh Diult as
woro considered significant Nguyen Xich Nha» whom he
in view gf reports in tho descrined as his  «boson
Weslern Zpress lending to friends when they partod _111

S R

«Bosom “Friend»

minimize the scope of Com. Yearsagos .- .

According to : Dien, -Nhan
was #: hamlet * .cadro- in|
Dioh Bfnh, wherothey both

munist atrocities during their
occapatian of n rihern Binh

the conf

Deputy Dien also identilicd -

L

ham. Dien said ;they went

o schoul togethar,

Dien said Nkan returned
o the province about two
rears ago. They haven't scon
ach other since Nhan left
he hawmlet 18 ycars-ago.

Dion also disclosed that

Ibcal administration. This is

Nily is political indoctrina.
tlon which they . 'call «trals

any of the VC eadres in the
ceupled areas in tho provin-

e are women who also left
outh Vieinam in_ {954 and

ave returned with the NVA
nvasiaon {oveoes.
I PR,

- gt~
- wid 4

ind aoltion
When the NVA/VC forces

¢cupy an arca, liey imme-
ialely try lo erganize - the

olluwed by mobilization of
rocurement of: supplies
nd the third and last actie

ing.» .
According to Dien, govern-;
1ent militia sand cadres who'

fuse political indoctrination
ro killad outright ; cadres

1700 cadres wera  execus’

and An Huu
. He seid (hat a grou.s
“such etraincess wes
lastweek by an
Jhelicopter operutions

of women were raped
he NVAAVC during the
nafion of northern Binb
O TEI CPYD + €153 AR fiet Gt 4 FETH
ose one of two lasksy
her supplies or ¢boost
b morales. :

n talked to three women
who|choso to «boosls irqap
mordle, They sald thcy weras
assigned to n house whergat
an appoinied time, NVARVC
troops cawe in and violated
then). (

Di¢n said that ss a rosul,i
of t&ese atrocitles, the peqs

byt

gt

Zuti
15 cl
to ga
troo]
Di

ple Yf Binh Linb todey ang

munjst.y o :

Ith pro.Communist leanfogs

«noyf absolutely : nnll—Coxﬁ
&

WASHINGTUN STAR
14 Aupust 1972

Massacre in Binhdinh

i Lits Ul

It is a fervently held articie of liberal
faith that if the United States will just
get out of Indochina, all will be sweet-
ness and light among the Vietnamese
pcople, North and South, Communist
and non-Communist. Those who chant
this doxology lgnore the execution of
thousands of Vietnamese and flight of
tens of thousands more when the Com-
munists took over in the North in 1954,
They lgnore the mass graves containing
the bodies of more than 2,600 South
Vietnamese clvilians murdered at Hue
during thp Ly
should have 1o difflculty whatsoever in
glossing over the.less numerous casual-

UIIC ITIOT ¢ L
terror which has taken place at Binh-
dinh province on the central coast of
South Vietnam, the past three months.

Binhdinh fell quickly to the North
Vietnamese In early April and it was not
until July thatSaigon’s forces launched
a serious effort to retake it. So the Com-
munists had plenty of time. There was
1o need to hurry, as there was in Hue in
1968, when Amcrican and South Viet-
namese forces counterattacked within
days of the city’s fall,

Accordin

aved PolvREkelise 19994091025

tol mmgencc rcfort,s and

lAa-diD, AR 3401 1944060
the Communists were extreniely me-
thodical, Thev rounded up hamiet and |

5
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village chiefs, pacification workers part and

) ; , po- parcel of Co ¢
. licemen, militiamen, teachers, doctors, tion” since the war b:g‘::\“ nIlIs\t ;Aibera,.
nurses, clerical workers, literally anyone four and a half years, nearly 25,000 g:@;ﬁ

who had had any conncction with Victnamese cl
the mese clvilians and officlals h
f;elggt“e d“igg;’::;“gf{ng?plﬂ courts" g‘;’;ﬂ;ﬁ%&ed b:cfl t&e North Vietnamese
e T an
many as 500) and shipped ;ﬁsﬁﬁ,ﬁj‘x There have, of 0°3r;: leb('.e Cong.
5600 others off to “people’s prisons” i1 pr e Al e B e e 1 ot
N remote areas of the Communlst__held prcpared to maintain thgtne who is Stu‘
: Anlao valley. Most of those kill takeover in South V a Communist
\ ently were executed by rmgecfii-amp;;tr- lead to o bloodbath Ofl;:nam would not
others were burled altve bcnea&id ub is simply ignoring the e :;{dm' dimensions
hacked to pieces. ’ or A politiclan like Senato: ng; ‘g iy
None of this represents any new de- who advocates a quick and cGovern,
1faarture in tactics on Hanol's part. Aslde imlmcrican withdrawal {rom gg&:r:s;::
From he ez mssacre e Mokl o sy o Binnlnn provine 1 s
f ' uring the 196 nhdinh pro
CPYRGHT Tet offensive, the murder and klduapmg where -the policies he agvozg;:z ?oﬁg

of South Vietnamese offickals h lead those who b
asbeen  the U ave placed their trust in
nited States. Vhelr trust in CPYRGHT

e B
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'Defector Tells of Massacre by g“‘k"fl;‘:gféﬂlggggi | [ women and ctllren -

E - ¢ : e e A State Depactment press;
nemy at Quangiri SRR | I King, said the
spectal to The New Yotk Tieest v -n I(wSCLcre ‘W 85:;$§;{€§0th \ggélhs: ‘weree' '

et} ' | probably closer to the highet

: "ON. South Vielnam, i amese Communisty com' W o e WY
: v sidefed them to be followers of : f v
Scpt, 8—A dctecto 2 knemy. That 13 w]]y UICY all \0 CL’Dle'tS .
North Vietnamese Arm sald to- to bo killed” . ' composed malnly of women,
day that his unit had gunned e ambush was widcly re- re Ol'ted , cbildre‘n and older people. .
gg;;;&} rcr:vﬂ;gr& “é%?{n‘fmpé?n??n fod as it was taking place, ; p L He sald another column of
, ) . some newsmen supgested ' | : i '
Sk ekl LT S o s 2 SR A
p y . 4 q {nadvertently because 5 = i i :
g,;\r?ngﬁla ;Cilt.y; in late April and ”i had mingled with flecing ?\‘(l)m::%ti:\r;;tcﬁp&“tt?:.r;?lalgt?z:
. giers. . L
Tha defector, Le Kuan Thuy, 1 response onr pewsman's in the carlier incident. ‘
?ﬁc’?;:lsdcﬁycﬁvgoa :;Silto-gg;srs'i | dubstion today, - Private Thuy! ~ According to official reporls
ator in a battalion of the a24th} (] d: “The elvitians and the mik-, ;:’,gﬁ;veg&: y ‘Bgn?atlgtebbcl‘;?{é;
North Victnameso Division, was ry were somstimes seonraty d Maij ’1'1 bert F. Sherid
o onted {his morning at 8 *omotimes together, But all and Maj. Robert F. Sheridag
el press conlerence in thel Yafi to be destroyed by ordet ‘ olt ihe U.8. Marine Corps sald.
tional pregs center hero by gffthe North Victnamese Cone %)my }!l\ﬂd dSGCI;. lhg clviliaps
2mcc;s of the Si?tl?‘hl Vlctn?m- nists because they were flecs rought under fire 8y 130-mm.
dse nnyts political warfare} fnb south toward the encmy.” artillery shells fired over thelr
cpnrtmgn. o to b rF“ August a spokesman_for . heads  with delayed-action
n “c’d“"— ?‘Ptp“”‘: 7 % he ‘“ s United States Department fuses.
];_ffpﬁfs " S{ﬁ ctm;\? ! ‘é’“’ﬁlg ol Stato described the incident The {wo Marine advisors
wy SR at his unit had} lak “A deliberato North Viet gaid that “literally shredded
ng Yl the refugee colurmm.” )
#jt was the worst sight 1
have ever seen,” Malor Sherl-

matntained an ambush position

along Route 1 south of ouangtrl] |cfvitians.”
dan rcporttzd; “{t was A nias-
gacre.). i

figure .of 2,000 noncombatants,

o

‘Washington

stimated 1,000 to 2,000 Sout
jetnamese dicd Jast April.
o 30 in whal was described @
s1a deliberate North Vietnam
ese Army massacre of helples
civilians.” |

The. action was said to havjl:
taken place near the
Chanh River bridge on Route
when  thousands of refuge
flecing from Quang
caught In lhe open by €o
munist artillery fire.

€

i s 3t e L1 SteBep oy
 ntur ! , | as man
'c‘,‘,‘;"’{"n, capturcd the province| |4 2,000 persons had been

#gur unit commander told us ]
that those who moved sonth- stimated the dead at betwed
;ﬁr‘;{ erp our enemy.” Private; | $00 and 600, Private Thuy sal

\l X i

wall vehlcles, civilian nndl S, for, 258 dead h
military, were fired on by the o far, 258 dead have bee
Morth Victnamest Communists,” hccounted for by South Vie
Privato Thuy sald, incxplicabl{ hamese searching for remain
reforring to his former_ cOF in the arca. . .
feagues in the phrase the Sout! The comments by Privat
Vicinameso Government mos Thuy, who indicated that th

main rcason for his . defectio]

?nshhls rgg}ilc&z‘t over the o
moving on ‘ \sh, pu edly represcn
of olt social J?ﬂ'fw S%ﬁ Qﬁﬁkeasentﬁgm
O fired at becauso the Nort | Victnamesa P

CPYRGHT
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SAIGON POST
10 September 1972

Teo Many To Couni’

Mass

. SAIGON AP
menl pul oy display
a North Vjcilnamese deofector

who said he was  involved
in a massacro of South
Vvietnamwese [leeing from

Quang Tri city last Aprit and
May.

" Le Xaan Thiy,a 22-year-old
draftec 'who said ho served
about ong year in the North
Vielnumeso army, ssid, tho
Iighway Dne slaughtor was
a major factor in his decl.
sion to defcet to tha South

Vietnamese,whirh he accon.
plished oa July 3! In Thua

“Tnien province just Soutb of
Quang T ]
The ambush on Highwav
one betweon April 28 and
May 3.just before and after
;. he fall of Quang. Tii city--
was repofiod at the time by
"nowsmen.on the’ northern
front and iin greater detail
whon the South Vielnamese
retook lhat secli'n of the
highnay at the e.d I June,

Ia August, the US. S ate
Dopar.mont ¢ilted tho i ci.
daent a  adeliberais North
Victnamese army massacro
of lhciplo.s civilianse and
estimated thatl 1,000 to 2,000
nonmilitary refugces were
killed, Interviews with sur-

»

3v MICITAET I’UT/I‘L
vivors and
of tho sight
the figure was more likeiy
betwe n 200 and A0 dean,

Thuy, al a news confererco
Sponsored by lhe Saigon
command, refused Lo ostimale
the nuwmber killed but said
there wero ton «mauny to
countas, ,

Insperclion
in ficaled

The defector said he was a

radio oporator with the 4th
battaling, 2nd regiment, North
Vietoamese 32{th  division,
which took up positions 100
to 150 yards from the [Ilgh-
way on April 28.

Thoe Next day, he said,
battallion . commander

the
told

his troeps that anyonc moving,

South from Quang Tri was
tho enetny. ..
'Vory Horrible'

Thuy said many
-soldiers and civilians
were flecing- dowan

the Highway, and the North
Victnamese opened fire with
Gimm ‘and 82mm mortarsand
with aulcmmhc rilles,

" «The people were moving
on blcyclcs, motorbikes and
buses,» he said, ellut no one
was able o cscapes

Thuy <atd ha and othor

2CYOY
i [P

on the highway later. allwas
very horrible. Many were
killed, including ald  peoplo
children  and pregaant
women, The ‘dying were
screaming and  begging for
water,

«Soldiers stripped the corp-
scs, iaking walches, rice,
money and clothes.»

Dragged, Shot

The defector said his fellow
soldiers dragged some survi.
wvors [rom sheliers along the
road, ordered them to move
out of tho area, then shot
them as they fied.

Asked if tho South Viet-
namese soldiers and civilians

moved in separate groups on,

the highway or whether they
were bunched together, Thuy
said lhey were  sowmetitres
separale aml at  othee times
inlermingled, But no distine,
tion w»s made, ho said, be-
cause the order was to shoot
at anyone movicg south,
Two Notth Vietnamese sols
diers put on civilian clothes
found on the lhighway, took
bicycles from the ambush
sitc and started riding loward
Quang Tricity, ~Thuy said.

cwihans

CPYRGHT

unit and
by their
defector
“why the
north or
be

‘overed by aaother
were shot to death
own lroops. The
didn't elaborate on
soldiers tricd to go
why they prnlended to

1

. Executions

Thuy said on twe occasinns
in Quang Tel proviuce he
witnsssed the execcution of

-couples who weresaid to be

sorvants of the Suigon regimeo

The first time, he snd, a
woman found in a village
was shot by her captors ar~d
her husband was behoaded
shorlly afterward on anothec
occasion,-a man and  wifa
wero alteiapting to fleo to
Thua Thien after Quang Eri
had falten, and they wgre
shot after they lad tried lo
stey behind when the proy
vince [ull, Thuy said. ¥

A military spokesman 3|Id
the nows confcrence was
called because -there had
been cnnsiderable publigity
about the Highway gnt
ambush and . Thoy,” e3> a
witness, was (ualified © t¢
specak aboul tho incidents”
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WASHINGTON STA
g Sopterthor 1972

Red Defector
Tells S. Viets [
Of Massacre

_SAIGDN (AP} —The gov-

day a Norlh Vietnamese defec-
tor who said he wag involved

CPYRGHT

n
Lamcse feeing from Quang
ITri City last spring.

ahout one year in the North
Victnamese army. He said the
Highway 1 slaughter was a a

defect to the South Vietnam-
ese July 31.

newsken on the northern front
and i greater detail when the
South] Vietnamese retook that

a4 massacre ol oSouth Vicl

Le Xuan Thuy, 22, scrved

major factor in his decizion to

The ambush on Highway l
between April 28 and May 3
was reported at the lime by

SALIGON POST
16 August, 1972

Witnesses Tell OF NM Massa
Of Civilians Meeing From (. ’ﬁ’a

.By NICHOLAS RUG(:IERI

CPYRGHT

end of June,
Thuy, at a ncws conference
spansored by the Saigon coms-
mand, said the victims were
“top mpny lo count,” He said
battalion commander told

Thuy said many soldicrs and
civilims were flcecing down the
highway, and the North Viet-

namesé
6lmm ‘and 82mm mortars and
with automatic rifles.

dicrs in his unit went up on the
highway, Iater, “It was very
horrible! Many were killed, ine
cluding old pcople, children
and pregnant women. The
dying  were screaming and

his troops that anyone moving begging for water. Soldiers
south from Quang Tri was the stripped  the corpses, taking

, watches, rice, money and
encmy. ‘clothes.” '

opened  fire  with

The defector said his [ellow
soldiers dragped some survi-
vors from shclters along the
road; ordered them to move
out of the arca, then shot them
as they fled,

One. About one kilowgte:

CPYRGHT

IPS Correspondent

H L-‘v-el—:&.sn— Ee

el

porth of My Chanh  bridue!.
Major Sheridan  said  he
enuld see a North Vietnamasg

. regiment firlng 130mm. Art

ety shells with wariablos
time ~ [fuses cver the
haads of the refugees’
The stells explnded betweed

lillcred witih the budies of
women,ob i men and chuldren,
Five days later, on  April

SAIGON. Two U.S.. Marlfo

slavghtar of the old and the

corps ofticers have providdd
fyewilness accounts of tile
North Vietnamesa slaughlgr
of about 2,400 person, inclh-

ding slck and clderly adulks
and children, who sought fo
flee fiom the Communikt
Invasion of Quang Til last

April,

The sacecounts furnished
by Major Rabert F. Sheridgn
nnd Mnjnr Donald L, Prigo

make it clear that the. Norlh
Viclnamese aclivn was  dell-
berate.

«Wo just sald-there adqi
couldn®t believe  it,n sajd
Major Sheridan, aThe Norfh
Vietoam Army kovw whit
they were dolng. . “They had
ﬂfr\ward dbaervers who Wwege
probably within a couple f
hubdred meters from o
refugees. These wauld hayo
soen thst there were no weg-
pons, no vohicles, and tidedqd
hardly any men at all cxcept
vary ald ones. I used tn hate
sone rospret for the Norfh
iptnam Arny with n-;zn d
to thelr nll(‘uc P?
totwvard the laca ulat o ,
but this was just erbminpl

- of tho

‘Majqrs Sheridan and I"rico
were pembers of U5, Nari-

ns sdpisory teamn nssignerd
to a Spmth Vietnamese batta.
lion tlying to stem  Lhe fni.
tial Cpmmunist sweep - Into
Quang@Tri provice fram pos.
ftions |not for [rom the seene
massace. The Ameri-
cans dnd their Vielnamese
compdnions yrre puwerless
to do qnything but wateh the
horriffing spe-ctacle. They
say tree of four foreign
correjpondonts  were with
tllwlr camn, and S0l 5ok
pictures of lhe car-

, and  civilian and
¥y trucks at a point on
Highway number one.
Majpr Price sald the North
Vietagmeso tronps nmbushed
the cqlumn on the h-ghway
and 1 Jleed iU with small arms

Fbt #lg‘é’é‘@"l'g?QIGWOZ

voy apd blown to pleccs, ho

2930 |thousands  of other
civiliaps fleeing from the oc-
ciplod povinee we e hit by
Northi] Victn imese  acullery
fire fprthver southh an the
Hignwl:y.

Malgr Sheridan sald; It
was tl]e worst sight 1 havo
ever Yeen.s

He shid tho refugees were
primalily small children and
elderlf people, many of the
latter stooped from arthritis

and $nable to walk more
than 4 few melers without
pansifg for a rest. Some of

the oll pcogple were carrying
childepn’or belongings gathe-
red sip e baskels suspended
olps slung across their

‘Amerl¢an officor 8vid
therefwere no. South Viet.
n.tn'm- e’ spldlers among. the

pons|iA Iew of the men ap-
to bo mombers of
People’s- Selil Defense
Ho said that In thein-
ho wilpossed  the
refugees  kad po  vebiclos,

SRS B 184 K0(

was

Frpm his own position io:

M ahd 40 meters above thé
refufce column, tearing. ’thqI
refiees Himb from lmb. j
‘«The NorthVictnamese arll ¢
lorylkept firing an the (rap{
ped efugess Lhe entire dayq;
. b

«We counted the shollf
com|ng in Ly bundreds, Wncnﬁ
tho |victims fell under the
terrible overlicad Masis, therd
_no ono  to. pick
up tho  wounle 1‘1
Whdn an explosion blew
o in the rc[u;,ccc:-lumn
b following pressed - o
the broken’ hm.iu

Inability 'l
Ho sald Unc !

!

unable lo estimale the !cll.f;.'
lad | by North  Vietnzi-ese

P

nnd 30. He could only \"1

gnid, | aad the road and

swedl vi'lage just off Rouly

eyl = 13 o Pl o cfioe 21 NSrer man

— T tO T T Tt
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NEW YORK TIMES
10 September 1972

Attachk on Refugee Camp
. Nezr Danang I's Reporied
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v iefcong Raid Is Said

i. - Wounded 94 and Left 200 Families =~
' Homeless—U.S. Jets Bomb Narth

to Have Killecl 20,

CPYRGHT

' SATGON, South Vietnam, Sun.
Hay, Sept. 10—~A Vietcong dem—

cked South Victnam's blgrest
cfugeo caml) |J,Vetste‘t'day. taking
: heavy tol jife and prop-

Reports from the camp,
ivhxch fx on the northwestern
edpe of Danang, szid that 20
refupgees were killed, 94 were
wounded and 200 families left
Bomeless nfter undergoing a
barrape of mortars, - rocket-
propelled grenades, rifle fire nnd

xplosive charges,

H One Government militiaman
dho was reported killed.
! The attackers were said to

Ry The Ansociated Prem

gn the lightly "puarded Camp

F+ It waq the closest ground at-

nipound, once & Units
dd Statds Marine supply base,
Mthmxt losing a man.

The aftackers also hit two ad-|
ﬁ‘olnlng outh Viethamese militia
outpostq, but there was no im-
thediate|word on casualties or

amnge [at these sites.

tack to] Danang, South Viet-

! The camp is bullt on white
'sand fiats just off Route 1 and
contains  hundreds of dilapi-
dated military barracks. It was
'comidcrcd too large to be oc-
‘eupied hy the South Vietnamese
'Army after United States troops
withdrew from Danang,
! In the air war, American et
{planes carried out more than
310 strikes across North Viet-
nam vesterday, but the raids
cost two planes and an alrman
{s missing, the United States
command sai

A Navy A-7 crnshed from un-
fnown causes 15 miles north-
enst of Vinh and the pilot is
fissing, the command said.
Other sources said Initial re-
gorts indicated the plane may
ave been hit by lightning.

2 Ball Out Near Carrler

- A Nav¥ F-4 was hit by antl-
alreraft fire after attacking &
supply convoy 32 miles north

of Vinh, the command sald. The
jot hended back toward the care
Her Saratop: but was unable
to mnke a teading. The crow-
men bailed out two miles from
the carrier nnd were rescued
by a helicopter.

The latest losses raised to 88
the number of United States
glancs reported by the United

tates command downed over
North Victnam since the start
of the enemy offensive on
March 30. The command lists
97 airmen niissing over the
north in the same period. The
Defense Department lists 37 of
the 97 missing as captured and
prisoners in the fort alon
with 388 other airmen capture
before the March 30 offensive,

The main raids were directed
apainst the northeast rail Hne
connecting Hanol with China,

Rall Bridge Ts Attacked

‘The Alr Fofce said F-4 Phane
itoms attacked the Vuchua rail-

fham's gecond largest city, In
more thkn a year, although the
northerr] port city has been a
frequent shellings.

fugee camp houses
moro thin 50,000 civillans who
fled Qupngtri Province, which
\vm ovgrrun by encmy forces,

\Ju l \u] l

WASHINGTON POST

25 September 1972

v
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" Hanot’s Fo orces Renew

CPYRGHT

t
{.
l {Prom News
5 SAIGON Sept. 2’4——Commu-

Axssauﬂts it

he I3 @rth

Dispatches ’

BALTIMORE SUN
5 October 1972
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Viet Cong raids
leave 100 missing

By ruc Assoclntcd‘ Press |

At least 100 civihans were
reported missing yesterday in
the altermath of Viet Cong
altacks on 2 fishing villages
along Seuth Vietnam's north-
ern coast. Whether they were
.abducted or had defected -was
nol known, field sources said.

ern Quangngal Province said:

,niat forces backed by tanks
M\d heavy artlilery. renewed.
‘thttr  assaulta Sunday  Along
the nnr\ht«m rost bo\ow Dah.
g, N 3
OftieiM murcﬁs nld the &t
tacks in Quangtin and Quang-

~harassing operation aimed at
destroying the Salgon govern-
‘ment's credibility In protect-

controld. |

', The " flghﬂng habwgronted
thousands- b new. relugeosy|

ported R
" Refugeds from o Cnrmﬁ'ut

18

"gal provinces were part of ail
‘ing the population it pluims I '

and one maszacre‘mn rq1

hist-occupled disttict th sdythy

4o tcong ;mri North Vietnam-
troops killed more than 40

[:1 they apparently
enounce Lthe Sal
governient, Lo

lans in 4 bullding in a ham-

in Modyc district 1ast week
interrdgated them,
hose " who expressed ~antls
verniient feelings were al-
¢d to Jeave, Betweern 40 to
pérsong were still ins{de at
tHe end t the Interrogstion.

V]eteong then planted éxplo-
sibes in the bullding and blew
it up, ixiling: m inslde, the

saltds ¢4

The : North Viétnamese | and

Fhe United States reported
that| F-111 swing-wing jels re-
turnkd lo war action yesterday
being withdrawn front
at because of the loss of
lane last week over North

o

reccht days has maxked tha
lateyt Communist .comn)m;d
“high point.” '

Atperican bomhmg rhids
cut by more than half
sc of bad weather' result-
from Typhoon Lorna,
W'la dissipating in the

The Thailand-based U.S.

fighter- bombcrsﬂe—wonlyﬂ_
raids over the North Tuesday,
compared to 280 the previous
day, the command reported.

The U.5. command in Saigon
had refused to.confirm or deny

lreporls by informants that the
JF-11's, which came back to
Indochina last week, had been
{thhdrawn from a combat role
{after the loss of ome_in the
{North last Thursday., -

But the Pentagon In Wash- f
inglon _acknowledged thal' the
F-1{1's” had been wilhdrawn
and said they r¢turned to comyr -
bat yesterday with new attacks -
on North Vietnam. . - i

Following the Wa-;hmglnn re-
port, a U.S. command spokes- !
man. finally did acknowledge
‘that the F-111's did relutn to
combat but added he had ne
immediate report on their, mis-
slon.

In another devclopmcnt, the
Tiuclear-powcred alreraft car.
‘rier  Enlerprise arrived off
Vietnam, relicving the Ulan-’

an_Older ship, Despite

coast abo mldm;g;gq'ucsg WAOQQQQDQ;',QQQ“,—QM‘,.,,,;p,'

well soulh of tha demareation
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zone, officlals anid, sote af
the Enterprise's 7% jels flew
taidg in South Vietnam,

In the northern region of
. South Vielnam, the coastal vil-
Tapes of Xuyen The and Xuyen

‘Phuoe, which together have .

shoul 10,000 people, were at-
tacked hy Viel Cong sappers
before dawn,

Aboul 18 civilinng and 2 mill.
tia soidicrs wore killed and %

civiliang wounded, with 8 ol

the stlackers alse slain, Bt al
least 100 olher villagers wére

fistetd a8 nmissing, and Jocal’

offictals were lrying o detor-

mine whether they had heen)

kidnaped or had accomponied
the invaders willingly.

Acilvity frequent

CPYRGHT

WASHINGION POST
7 October 1972

Vietcong Raid on Mission Kills 1

From News Dispatches
DANANG, Oct. 6—A 71-

CPYRGHT

“When you get to be my
apre, you don't get so excited

year-old  Scottish woman
missionary conceded sho
was "jitiery” during a Vict-
congg atlack on an isolated
Ieper colony and orphanage
near here carly today. “But

It certainly wasn't . panie,”
she added.

Acording toe Mk, Sally
Haverson, who has been in
Vietnam for 12 years for the
United  World  Mission:

abgut things.”

he attack, carricd out by
an |estimated four Commu-
nis{ terrorists, killed one

"and left 20 patlents seri-

ougy wounded..

rs. Haverson was the
only European at the sea-
slde¢ . colony of wooden
shafbks and concrete dorml-
torfes when the raiders

erept down rugged cliffs to

the leprosarium and sct off

‘nine satchel charges, de-

stroying one building, wip-
ing out a generating station
and damaging scven other
bulldings.

Lepers” homes and hospl-
{al wards were Hlown up in
the Happy Haven complex,
which houses 100 lepers and
50 orphans. The colony,

“built with the help of US.

servicemen, 1s operated by
the United World Misston of
8t. Petersburg, Fla,

e

i .

The Vel Cong froguently ab-
duct civillans to work as por-
ters, laborers or even’ as sol-
ydiers, R
The 2, villages are on
importank riveras gituary siear;
Hot An, the Quang Nam prov-i : :
ince capifpl about 20 woiles! .
south of Ha Nang. The aren it :
ona. where? Viet Congy aclivity | j
remaing frequent and whero ;‘
Solpon  government,  secirity '
ey never hren siroug, :
ot An Bl wan hil by a E
13-round mortar attack simul-
tancously with the assauits on
the 2 villages, and 6 civilians
and 1 soldier were wounded.
Sixty miles farther south, an
explosion in a school kilied 1
person and wounded 19, lhe
Salgon military command said.

Allhoiggh considerable cnemy
activityl is stilt being reporied
in the rorth, senior U.S. com-
mandery say the Communist
forces there are now largely in
‘a defense  status  following
months of heavy fighting and
‘the emphasis i3 now on the 3d
military region, which includes
Smigon and 11 surrounding
provinces. .
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Chapter III: Hue

e

« he city of Hue is one of the saddest cities of our earth,
nof simply because of what happened there in February,
1968, unthinkable as that was. It is a silent rebuke to all of
us, inheritors of 40 centuries of civilization, who in our
century have allowed collectivist polities to corrupt us
into the worst of the modern sins, indifference to inhuman-
ity. What happened in Hue should give pause to every civil-
ized person. It should be inscribed, so as not to be forgotten,
along with the record of other terrible visitations of man’s
inhumanity to man which stud the. history of the human
race. Hue is another demonstration of what man can bring
hirmself to do when he fixes no limits on political action and
pursues uncautiously the dream of social perfectibility.

What happened in Hue, physically, can be described with
a few quick statistics. A communist force which eventually
reached 12,000 invaded the city the night of the new moon
marking the new lunar year, January 30, 1968. It stayed
for 26 days and then was driven out by military action. In
the wake of this Tet offensive, 5,800 Hue civilians were dead
or missing. It is now known that most of them are dead.
The bodies of most have been found in the past 20 months,
in single and mass graves throughout Thua Thien province
which surrounds this cultural capital of Viet-Nam.

Such are the skeletal facts. the important statistics. Such
iz what the incurious world knows, if it knows anything at
.1 about Hue, for this is what was written, modestly, by the
worid’s press. Apparently it made no impact on the world’s
mind or conscience. For there was no agonized outcry. No
demonstrations at North Vietnamese embassies around the
world. Lord Russell did not send his “war crimes tribunal” to
Hue to take evidence and indict. In a tone beyond bitterness,
the people there will tell you that the world does not know
what happened in Hue or if it does, does not care.

The City

Considered by Asian standards, Hue is not old, less than
iwo centuries. The ancient imperial capital was Hanoi. A
dynastic breakup in the early 1800’s afforded a powerful
court noble the chance to seize the mantle of power, which
he did. He preclaimed himself Emperor Gia Long and went
on to become one of Viet-Nam's mestfamous rulers. One of
Gia Long's first acis was to miove the capital far to the

‘ south. to the banks of the meandering Perfume River half

way between Hanoi and Szigon. There he szitled his court
behind the newly-built walled fortification now called the
Citadel. Inside his artisans erected buildings, working with
sketches of the valaces of Peking. The city of Hue grew up
around the Citadel.

As the years passed Hue beecame the center of religious
and intellectual Jeadership, while Hanoi assumed the political
and Saigon the commercial leadership. Throughout the days
of French rule, Hue maintained what neither Viet-Nam’s
two other major cities could manage, and that was dignity.
In Hue the French hand was behind a facade, the Court,
but a facade is better than nothing and in Hue pride could
grow. Confucianism and Buddhism mingled harmoniously,
first in the temples and later in the university, each rein-
forced steadily by the growing power of nationalism. Tra-
ditionalism became a means of affronting the French, and
Hue specizalized in tradition. So the old classics were read
and revered, the ancient musical instruments taught and
played and each new building went up according to time-
honored architectural precepts. Hue came to regard itself as
the repository of a great esthetic and cultural inheritance
with the special task of defending and transmitting this
to the future. Hue as guarantor of culture was a concept
held even by the illiterate cyclo driver in the street. Gradu-
ally Hue assumed a personality, then character, then am-
bience.

Each emperor before joining his ancestors carefully con-
structed his own tomb, fine gardened areas which now grace
the river valley behind the city. The tombs of Tu Duc,
Minh Mang, Khai Dinh and Dong Khanh are treasured na-
tional landmarks known to every Vietnamese school child.

Now Hue has a new tomb, Nui Ba Vanh (Three Hills
Ringed). It is destined to become a hallowed national shrine,
for here are buried the unidentified victims of the Hue
Massacre, all civilians. It is appropriate somehow that in
tyigl]{ind of war the tomb of the unknown should contain
civilian. .

The Battle

The Battle of Hue was part of the communist Winter-
Spring campaign of 1967-68. The entire campaign was di-
vided into three phases:

Phase I came in Qctober, November, and December of
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1667 2nd enlailed “coordinated fighting methods,” that is,
fairly large, set-piece batlics zzainst important fixed instal-
1atiens or allied concenirations. The battles of Loc Nink in
Birh Long Province, Dak To in Fontum Province, and Con
Tien in Quang Tri Province, all three in the mountains in-
tericr of South Viet-Nam near the Cambodian and Lao
borders, were typical and major elements in Phase L.

Phase II caine in January, February, znd March of 1962
and involved grezt use of “independent fighting methods,”
that is, large numbers of attacks by fairly §mall units, simul-
taneously, over a vast geographic area and using the most
refined and advanced techniques of guerrilla war. Whereas
Phase I was fought chiefly with North Vietnamese Regular
(PAVN) troops (at that time some 55,000 were in the
South), Phase II was fought mainly with Southern Com-
munist (PLAF) troops. The erescendo of Phase 11 was the
Tet offensive in which 70,000 troops attacked 32 of South
';’Iiet-Nam's largest population centers, including the city of

ue.

Phase 111, in April, May, and June of 1968, originally was
to have combined the independent and coordinated fighting
methods, culminating in 2 great fixed battle somewhere.
This was what captured documents guardedly referred to
as the “second wave”. Pessibly it was to have been Khe
Sanh, the U.S. Marine base in the far northern corner of
Sputh Viet-Nam. Or perhaps it was to have been Hue. There
was no second wave chiefly because events in Phases I and
1I did not develop as expected. Still, the war reached its
blocdiest tempo in eight years then, during the period from
the Battle of Hue in February antil the lifting of the siege
of Xhe Sanh in late summer. '

American losses during those three months averaged near-
1y 500 killed per week; the GVN losses were double that
rate; and the PAVN-PLAF losses were nearty-efght times
the American loss rate. .

In the Winter-Spring Campaign, the communists began
with about 195,000 PLAF main force and PAVN froops.
During the nine months they lost (killed or permanently
disabled) about 85,000 men. .

The Winter-Spring Campaign was an all-out communist
bid to break the back of the South Vietnamese armed forces
and drive the government, along with the Allied forces, into
defensive city enclaves. Strictly speaking, the Battle of Hue
was part of Phase I rather than Phase 1I since it employed
“coordinated fighting methods™ amd’ imyolved North Viet-

nan?e!sé’f 1Rc REZE%EQ;I &%AQQQ@%'&&QQ(M =B was fought,
on the coimmunist side, largely by two veteran North Viet-
name:o army divisions: The Tifth and 324-B, augmented by
mzin forces battalions and some guerrilla units along with
sorae 150 local civilian commissars and cadres.

ofiv the Battle of 1iue consisted of these major develop-
ments: The initial con nist assault, chiefly by the 800tk
ard 8025d battalions, bad the force and mementum to carry
it across Hue, By dawn of the first day the communists con-
trotied all ihe city except the headquarters of the First
ALVN Division and the compound housing American mili-
tury advisors.- The Vicinamese and Americans moved up
reinforcements with orders to reac the two holdouts and

I.'C'd\.;h Ve
strengthen them. The communists moved up another bat-
talion, the 804th, with orders to intercept the reinforce-
ment forces. This failed, the two points were reinforced
and never again seriously threatened.

The battle then took on the aspects of a siege. The com-
munists were in the Citadel and on the western edge of the
city. The Vietnamese and Americans on the other three
sides, including that portion of Hue south of the river, de-
termined to drive them out, hoping initially to do so with
artillery fire and air strikes. But the Citadel was well built
and soon it became apparent that if the communists’ orders
were to hold, they could bz expelled only by city warfare,
house by house and block by block. a slow and cost-
1y form of combat. The order was given. By the third week
of February the encirclement of the Citadel was well under
way and Vietnamese troops and American Marines were ad-
vancing yard by yard through the Citadel. On the morning of
February 24th, Vietamese First Division soldiers tore down
the communist flag that had flown for 24 days over the outer
wall and hoisted their own. The battle was won, althouzh
sporadic fighting would continue outside the city. Some 2,600
communists died during the battle and another 2.500 would
die as communists elements were pursued beyond Hue. Al-
Jied dead were set at 357. ) -

The Finds

In the chaos that existed following the battle, the first
order of civilian business was emergency relief, in the furm
of food shipments, prevention of epidemics, emergency me-
dical care. ete. Then came the home rebuilding effort. Only

later duiwd»_}ige,beg;g to tabulate its cggualtics. No true post-

B ezt
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attaTTenTos has yer Leen 1zken, 1n March local offii s
reporicd that 1,900 civilizns were hospitalized with +oar
wounds . and they estimzi.4 that some 5,800 persons were
unaccounted for,

The first discovery of anmunist vietims came in the Gia
H oi HMigh Schoal S, on Februsry 26; eventually 176
bodies were reccs ered. In the next few months 18 addilion-
al grave sites were fourd, the largest of which were Tang
Quang Tu Pagoda (67 victims), Bai Dau (77), Chs Thoug
area (an estimated 100), the imperial tombs area (201),
Thien Ham (approximately 200), and Dong Gi (approxim-
ately 100). In all almost 1,200 bodies were found in hastily
dug, poorly concealed graves. At jeast half of these showed
clear evidence of atrocity killings: hands wired behind backs,
rags stuffed in mouths, bodies contorted but without wounds
(indicating burial alive). The other nearly 600 bore wound
marks but there wzs no way of determining whether they
died by firing squad or incidental to the battle. Among these
victims were three West German dectors, a medical techni-
cian who was the wife of one of the doctors, and two French
Catholic priests, one of whom was buried alive.

The second major group of finds was discovered in the
first seven months of 1969 in Phu Thu district—the Sand
Dune Finds and Le Xa Tay—and Huong Thuy district—Xu-
an Hoa-Van Duong—in late March and April. Additional
grave sites were found in Vinh Loc district in May and in
Nam Hoa district in July.

The largest of this group were the Sand Dune Finds in the
three sites of Vinh Luu, Le Xa Dong and Xuan O located in
rolling, grass-tufted sand dune country near the South Chi-
na Sea. Separated by salt-marsh valleys, these dunes were
ideal for graves.

On the discovery of the Sand Dune Finds a_story. is told
that a local farmer, walking over the dunes one morning,
tripped over a piece of wire sticking out of the sand. In ire
he jerked at the wire and out of the sand. at the other end
of his wire, came a bony hand and arm. The find was made.
Excavation work was ordered, and 809 bodies were un-
covered. .

A fixed procedure then developed, now used in all the
excavations. Four-person teams, usually young people, oper-
ate as a unit. They wear surgical gloves well-doused in al-
cohol, their faces masked to avoid odor. They dig system-
atically, using sound archeologigal. principles. The area is
marked off into a grid. Diggifig is don#vith flat shovels used

reds and have deve

“in a peeuliar sideward mo!lon that slices away layer aftér

layer of sand wilil a strike is made. Then, with the aid of a
small garden trowel, the Lody is uncovered. It is removed
and placed on a sheet of plastic. Then comes registration:
a number painted on the skull and a description (dental
impression, color of hair, identifying papers, clothing. jewel-

Ty, religious artifacts, ete.) listed in a record book. The

body is then carted . to a central clearing station where
the information gatl:ircd is posted before waiting relatives.
It is slow work, aver:ging six man-hours per body.

The teams are nc - experienced and even specialized. Some
are assigned the t:s% of probing the sand with long iron
ved an almost sixth sense as to where
the bodies are. Others specialize in removing bodies intact,
important in terms of later identification. One old man has
gained fame for his ability to identify persons he has known
by the shape and feel of skulls. . '

Vegetation is one indicator, the presence of bright green
grass is an almost certain sign that a body is bereath. Young
children are ancther source of information. A fourteen-year-
old buffalo boy with a sharp eye and a good memory pin-
pointed the location of more than a dozen bodies, which he
had watched the communists bury a year and a half ago.

In the Sand Dune Find, the pattern had been to tiz victims
together in groups of 10 or 20, line them up in front of a
trench dug by local corvee labor and cut them down with
submachine gun (a favorite local souvenir is a spent Rus-
sian machine gun shell taken from a grave). Frequently the
dead were buried in layers of three and four, which makes
identification particularly difficult. ) .

In Nam Hoa district came the third, or Da Mai Creek
Find, which also has been called the Phu Cam death march,
made on September 19, 1969.. Fhree communist defectors
told intelligence officers of the 101st Airborne Brigade that
they had witnessed the killing of several hundred people at
Da Mai Creek, about 10 miles south of Hue, in February of
1968. The area is wild, unpopulated, virtually inaccessible.
The Brigade sent a séarch party, which reported that the
stream contained a large number of human bones.

By piecing together bits of information, it was determined
that this is what happened at Da Mai Creck: On the fifth
day of Tel in the Phu Cam section of Hue, where some thiee-
fourths of the City’s 40,000 Roman Catholics lived, a large
number of people had taken sanctuary from the battle in a

. .Jocal church, a.eammon method in Viet-Nam of escaping
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war. Many in the building were fiot in fact Catholic
munist political conumnissar arrived at the church and ordered
out zbout 400 people, some by name and some apparently
because of their appesrance (prosperous looking end mid-
dle-aged busincssmen, for example). He said they were go-
ing {o the “liberated area” for three days of indocirination,
after which each could relurn homie. They were marched
nine kijometers south lo a pagoda where the communists had
established a headquariers. There 20 were called out from
the group, assembled before a drumhead court, tried, found
guilty, executed and buried in the pagoda yard. The re-
mainder were taken across the river and turned over to a
Jocal communist unit in an exchange that even involved
handing the political commissar a receipt. It is probable
that the commissar intended that their prisoners should be
re-educated and returned, but with the turnover, matters
passcd from his control. During the next several days, exact-
1y how many is not known, both captive and captor wandered
the countryside. At seme point in Phase 1II (see below) the
local communists decided to eliminate witnesses. Their cap-
tives were led through six kilometers of some of the most
rugged terrain in Central Viet-Nam, to Da Mai Creek. There
they were shot or brained and their bodies left to wash in the
running stream.

The 101st Airborne Brigade burial detail found it impos-
sible to reach the creck overland, roads being non-existent
or impassable. The creek’s foliage is what in Viet-Nam is
called double-canopy, that is, two layers, one consisting of
brush and trees close to the ground, and the second of tall
trees whose branches spread out high above. Beneath is
per manent twilight. Brigade engineers spent two days blast-
ing a hole through the double-canopy by exploding dynamite
dangled on long wires beneath their hovermgﬂhehcoptexs
This cleared a landing pad for helicopter hearses. Quite
clearly this was a spot where death could be easily hidden
even without burial.

The Da Mai Creek bed, for nearly a hundred yards up the
ravine, yielded skulls, skeletons and pieces of human bones.
The dead had been left above ground (for the animists among
them, this meant their souls would wander the lonely earth
forever, since such is the fate of the unburied dead), and 20
months in the running stream had left bones clean and white.

Lecal authorities later released a list of 428 names of per-
sons whom thcy said had been posz‘m cly identified from the
creek -bed re'nalns e

-
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The fourth or PhuThu Salt Flat Finds came in Noveu-
ber. 1665, near {h¢ fishing village of Luong Vien some ten

- miles ezst of Hue, another desolate region. Government

troops early in the 110onth began an intensive effort to clear
the area of remnanis of the ]obal cormmmunist organization.
People. of Luong Vien, population 700, who had remained
silent in the pr esence of troops for ?O months apparently
felt secure encugh from communist revenge to break silence
and Jead of'lcm]s to the find. At this writing, excavation
work is uucder way. Based on descriptions from villagers
whose memories are not always clear, local officials estimate
the number of bodies at Phu Thu to be at least 300 and pos-
sibly 1,000.

The story remains uncempleted. If the estimates by Hue
officials are even approximately correet, nearly 2,000 pe.ople
are still missing. Recapitulation of the dead and missing:

After the battle, the GV'N’s total estimated
civilian casualiies resulting from Battle of
Hue 7600

Wounded (hospitalized or outpatients) with
injures attributable to warfare -1900

subtotal 5700

Estimated civilian deaths due to accident of
battle . R - 944

4756

First Finds-Bodies discovered immediately
post-battle, 1968 -~ —1173

subtotal 3583

Second Finds, including Sand Dune Finds,
March-July, 1969 (estimated) — 809

—

subtotal 2774

Third Find, Da Mai Creek Find (Nam Hoa
district) September, 1969 — 428

——

T - subtotal 2346
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Fourth Finds-Phu Thu &1 Flat Find,
November, 1969 (estime! 1} — 300

subtotal 2046

Miscellancous finds during 1989 (approxiin-
ate) — 100

TOTAL YET UNACCOUNTED FOR 1946

{A map of_ the Hue area showing locations of ‘major body
finds is inside the back cover of this monograph.)

Communist Rationale

The killing in Hue that added up to the Hue Massacre far
ez:ceedec_i in numbers any atrocity by the communists pre-
ymusly in South Viet-Nam. The difference was not only one
in degree but one in kind. The character of the terror that
emerges _i'rom an examination of Hue is quite distinet from
communist terror acts elsewhere, frequent or brutal as they
may.have Leen. The previously noted objectives for com-
{numst terror (see page 21) scarcely fit for Hue. The terror
in Hue was not a morale building act—the quick blow deep
into the e_nemy’s Jair which proves enemy vulnerability and
the guerrilla’s omnipotence and which is quite different frox
gunning down civilians in areas under guerrilla control. Nor
was it terror to advertise the cause. Nor to disorient and
psychoiogic:ally isolate the individual, since the vast major-
ity of the killings were done secretly. Nor, beyond the black-
list killings, was it terror to eliminate opposing forces. Hue
did not follow the pattern of terror to provoke government-
al over-response since it resulted in only what might have
been anticipated—government assistance. There were ele-
ments of each objective, true, but none serves to explain the
widespread and diverse pattern of deafh meted out by the
communists. ' .

‘}’hat is offered here is a hypothesis which will suggest
logic and system behind what appears to be simple, random
slaughter. Before dealing with it, let us consider three facts
which constantly reassert themselves to a Hue visitor scek-
ing to discover what exactly happened there and, more im-
portantly, exactly why it happened. All three fly in the face
of common sense and contradict to.a degree what has been
written. Yet, in talking to all sources—proxinee chief: police
chief, American advisor, eye witness, captured prisoner, hot

chanh (defector) or those few who miraculously escaped a
deuth scene—these three facls emerge again and again.

The first fact, and porhaps the most important, is 1‘_n:1t
despite conirary appearainces virtually no communist killing
was due to rage, frusiration, ¢ panic during the communist
withdrawal at the end. Such explanations ave frequently
heard, but they fail to holi up ander serutiny. Quite the
contrary, to trace back any single killing is to discover that
almost without exception il was the yesult of a decision
rational and justifiable in the communist mind. In fact, most
killings were, from the communist calculation, imperative.

The second fact is ihati, as far as can be determined,
virtually all killings were done by Jocal communists cadres
and not by the PAVN troops or Northerners or other out-
side communists. Some 12,0600 PAVN troops fought the
baitle of Iue and killed civiians in the process but this
was ineidental to their military effort. Most of the 150 com-
munist civilian cadres operating within the city were local,
that is from the Thua Thien province area. They were the
ones who issued the death orders. Whether they acted on
instructions from higher headquarters (and the communist
organizational system is such that one must assume they
did), and, if so, what exactly those orders were, no one yet
knows for sure. .

The third fact is that beyond “example” executions of
prominent “tyrants”, most of the killings were done secretly
with extraordinary effort made to hide the bodies. Most out-
siders have a mental picture of Hue as a place of public
executions and preminent mass burial mounds of fresh-
turned earth. Only in the early days were there well-pub-
licized executions and these were relatively few. The burial
sites in the city were easily discovered because it is difficult
to create a graveyard in a densely populated area without
someone noticing it. All the other finds were well hidden, all
in terrain lending itself to concealment, probably the reason
the sites were chosen in the first place. A body in the sand
dunes is as difficult to find as a sea shell pushed deep into a
sandy beach over which a wave has washed. Da Mai Creek
is in the remotest part of the province and must have re-
quired great exertion by the communists to lead their vie-
tims there. Had not the three kot chanh led searchers to the
wild uninhabited spot the bodies might well remain urdis-
covered to this day. A visit to all sites leaves one with the
impression-that the cgmppmunists made a major effort to hide
their deeds. c
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ok re connects and fixes in time the
) : i ’ r prospects for steying'in H

o5zt & pros; stay in Hue
with the kizd of deutl order issuzd. It seems c‘e‘:‘.r from

2fL3 -3 H

sitting evidence ‘ghnt they had no single unchanging 2ssess-

ment with regard to themselves and iheir future in Hue, but
I e,

rather that changing situations during the course of the
battle altered their prespecis and their intentions. It zlso
seems equally clear from ihe evidence that there was ;o
&pgle;ommr ist policy on death orders; instead the kin:"-
of death order issued changed during ihe course of the baitle.
The correlation between these two is high and divides into
three phases. The hypothesis therefore is that as cominunist
plans during the Bullle of Hue changed so did the nature
of the death orders issued. This conclusicn js based on overt
communist statements, testimony by prisoners! and hoi
chargh, accounts of eye witnesses, captured documents and
the internal logic of the comimunist situation.

Hue: Phase I

When the communists were preparing their attack on Hue,
their cadres at the sand table excrcises deep in the jungle
told oﬁice;s they would be in the city seven days and no
more. This word was passed on to most of the attackers
on the eve of the battle. It was stated more or less openly in
public pronouncements. Radio Hanoi, on February 1 for ex-
ample, deseribed the attack as an effort “to remove Saigon
power at certain levels, accelerating the process of decom-
position of the Saigon administration.” i

_ Thinking in Phase I was well expressed in a PRP resolu-
tion issued to cadres on the eve of the offensive:

_‘Be suré that the liberated ... cities are successfully con-
soh@ated. Qpickly activate armed and political units, es-
ta‘ltzhsh adminisrative organs at all echelons, promote (ci-
vilian) defense and combat support activities, get the people
to establish an air defense system and generally motivate

»

1. Including one Son Lam (Party name), the highest rank-
ing civilian prisoner taken who was part of the Hue offen-
sive; he was a combination political commissar, district
chief and local guerrilla unit leader in Hue at the start of
the battle as well as during miost of the subscquent period.
He was not captured until much later. )

them to be ready to act againat {he eneray when he counter-

Sy
attecks...”

This was the limited viev. at the start—held momentarily.
Subseguent developsaents in }ue were reported in different
terms. Radio Hanul on February 4 said:

«atter one hour’s fighting the Revolutionary Armed
Forces occunied the residence of the puppet provincial gov-
ernor (in Hue), the prison and the offices of the puppet
administration ... The Revolutionary Armed Forces pun-
jshed mos: cruel agents of the cnemy and seized control of the
streets .. . rounded up and punished dozen of cruel agents
and caused the enemy organs of control and oppression to
crumble...” :

During the brief stay in Hue, the civilian cadres, accom-
panied by execution squuds, were to round up and execute
key individuals whose elinination would greatly weaken the
government’s administrative apparatus following communist
withdrawzal. This was the blacklist period, the time of the
drumhead court. Cadres with lists of names and addresses
on clipboards appeared and called into kangaroo court vari-
ous “enemies of the Revolution.” Their trials were publie,
usually in the ccuriyard of a temporary communist head-
quarters. The trials lasted about ten minutes each and there
are o known not-guilty verdicts. Punishment, invariably
execution, was meted out immediately. Bodies were either
hastily buried or turned over fo relatives. Singled out for
this treatment were civil servants, especially those involved
in security or police affairs, military officers and some non-
commissioned officers, plus selected non-official but natural
leaders of the community, chiefly educators and religion-
ists.

With the exception of a particularly venomous attack on
Hue intellectuals, the Phase I pattern was standard operat-
ing procedure for communists in Viet-Nam. It was the sort
of thing that had been going on systematically in the villages
for ten years. Permanent blacklists, prepared by zonal or
inter-zone Party headquarters have long existed for use
throughout the country, whenever an opportunity presents
itself. Quite cbviously not all the people named in the lists
used in Hue were liquidated. One meets today a surprisingly
large number of people who obviously were listed, who stayed
in the city throughout the battle, but escaped. Throughout
the 24-day period the communist cadres were busy hunting
down persons on their blacklists, but after a few days their
major efforts were turned into a new channel.

... Approved For Release 1999/09/03 :;C;IA-RbP;79-01194A000200110001-2

AL g T

CPYRGHT




. : Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-011 94A000200;1 10001-2 CPYRGHT

Hue: Phase JI

In the first foy duye, the

Tet offensiva affairs progressed
se well for the cona in Hue (alithough not ¢ the
south, where Par ! ¢iicls received some rather grim ev:Iva-
tions from cacdre. in the midst of the offensive in the 77
kong Delta) thol 140 a brief euphoric 1iument they believed
they could hold {1 cily. Probably the n:sessment that the
communist werc in Hue to stay was not shared at the higher
echelons, but it wis widespread in Huz and at the Thua
Thien provincial l-vtl. One intercepted coromunist message,
apparenily writlen February 2, exhorted cadres in Hue to
hold fast, declarin;: 1 “A new era, a real rev-lutionary period
has begun (beeaw-+ of our Hue victories) :1d we need only
to make swift as:ault (in Hue) to secure our target and
gain tcial victory.”

The Hanoi oftirial Party paper Nhan Dan echoed the
theme: “Like a thunderbolt, a general offensive has been
hurled against the U.S. and the puppets... The U.S.-puppet
machine has been duly punished. The puppet administrative
organs ... have suddenly collapsed. The Thieu-Ky admin-
istration cannot escape from complete collapse. The puppet
troops have becomi extremely weak and cannot avoid being
complelely exterminated.”?

Of course, som« of this verbiage is simply exhortation to
the faithful, and, s is always the case in reading commun-
ist output, it is mest difficult to distinguish between belief
and wish., But testimony from prisoners and hot chanh, as
well as intercepted battle messages, indicate that both rank
and file and cadres believed for a few days they were per-
manently in Hue, #nd they acted accordingly. .

Among their ncis was to extend the death order and
launch what in eff~ct was a period of social recomstiuction,
communist style. (}rders went out, apparently from the pro-
vincial level of the Party, to round up what one prisoner
termed “social negiitives,” that is, those individuals or mem-
bers of groups who represented potential danger or liability
in the new social order. This was quite impersonal, not a
blacklist of namcs hut a blacklist of titles and positions held
in the old society, directed not against people as such but
against “social units.”

As seen earlicr in North Viet-Nam and in Communist
China, the communists were seeking to break up the local

PR
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social order by elimineting leaders and key figures in re-
Yigious organization: (Buddhist bonzes, Catholic priests),
political parties ({four members of the Central Committee of
the Viet-Nam Quoc Dan Dang, a pro-government political
party in Ceniral Vict-Nam), social movements such as
wormen's organizzlions and voulh groups, including, what
otherwise would be totally inexplicable, the execution of
pro-communist student leaders from middle and upper class
fainilies. . ;

In consonance with this, killing in some instances was
done by family unit. In one well-documented case during this
peried a squad with a death order entered the home of a
prominent community leader z2nd shot him, his wife, his
married son and daughter-in-law, his young unmarried
daughter, 2 male and female servant and their baby. The
family cat was strangled; the family dog was clubbed to
death; the goldfish scoeped out of the fishbowl and tossed on
the flocr. When the communists left, no life remained in the
house. A “social unit” had been eliminated. (Appalling
though it was. one stands in ithat family’s living room and,
as a parent, thinks perhaps this was the kindest way, for in
Hue cne is haunted by the feeling that bereavement is worse
than death).

Phase IT also saw an intensive effort to eliminate intel-
lectuals, who are perhaps more numerous in Hue than else-
where in Viet-Nam. Surviving Hue intellectuals explain this
in terms of a long-standing communist hatred of Hue intel-
lectuals, who were anii-communist in the worst or most in-
sulting manner: they refused to take communism seriously.
Hue intellectuals have always been contemptuous of com-
munist ideology, brushing it aside as 2 latecomer to the his-
tory of ideas and not a very significant one at that. Hue,
being a bastion of traditionalism, with its intellectuals
steeped in Confucian learning intertwined with Buddhism,
did not, even in the fermenting years of the 1920’s and
1930’s, debate the merits of communism. Hue ignored it.
The intellectuals in the university, for example, in a year’s
course in political thought dispense with Marxism-Leninism
in a half hour lecture, painting it as a set of shallow bar-
barian political slogans with none of the depth and time-
tested reality of Confucian learning, nor any of the splendor
and soaring humanism of Buddhist thought. Since the com-
munist, especially the communist from Hue, takes his dogma
seriously, he can becameéemoniac when dismissedd?y ? Con-

i y hist as a
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trivial materizlist. Or, voorze than being dismissed, ignored
through the vears: So with the righteousness of & true be-
Yizver, he sought to strike back and eliminate this challenge
of indifference. Bue intellec!.i:Is new say the hunt-down in
their ranks has tzughl them a hard lesson, to take commun-
ism serioucly, if not as an idea, al least as a force loose in
their world. '

The killings in Thase 11 perhaps accounted for 2,000 of the
missing. But the worst was nol yet over.

.I_Iuc: Phase YIX

Inevitebly, and as the leadership in }anoi must have as-
sumed all along, considering the forces ranged against it,
the battle in Hue turned against the communists. An inter-
cepted PAVN radio message from the Citadel, February 22,
asked for permission to withdraw. Back came the reply:
permission refused, attack on the 23rd. That attack was
made, a last, futile one. On the 24th the Citadel was taken.

That expulsion was inevitable was apparent to the com-
munists for at least the preceding week. It was then that
began Phase 111, the cover-the-traces period. Probably the
entire civilian underground apparat in Hue had exposed it-
self during Phase I1. Those without suspicion rose to pro-
claim their identity. Typical is the case of one Hue resident
who described his surprise on learning that his next door
neighbor was the leader of a phuong (which made him 10th
to 15th ranking communist civilian in the city), saying in
wonder, “I’d known him for 18 years and never thought he
was the least interested in politics.” Such a cadre could not
go underground again unless there was no one around who
remembered him.

Hence Phase 111, elimination of witnesses.

Probably the largest number of killings came during this
period and for this reason. Those taken for political indocc-
trination probably were slated to be returned. But they wegre
local people as were their captors; names and faces were
familiar. So, as the end approached they became not Just
a burden but a positive danger. Such undoubtedly was the

“ease with the group taken from the church at Phu Cam.
Or of the 15 high school students whose bodies were found
as part of the Phu Thu Salt Flat find.

Categorization in a hypothesis such as this is, of course,
gross and at best only illustrative.-Things are not that neat
in real life. For example, throughout the entire time the

. CPYRGHT

ihe communists in the name of the Party, the so-called
“revolutionsry justice” And undoubtedly there were per-
scnal vendeltzs, old scores sotiled by individual Party mem-
Lers. (How ¢lse can one explnin one body found at Phu Thu
in which every principal bonce had been broken?)$

The official cormriunist view of the killing in Hue was
contained in a bock written and published in Hanoi:

“Actively combining their efforts with those of the PLAF
and population, cther self-defense and armed units of the
city (of Hue) arrested and called to surrender the surviving
funetionaries of the puppet administration and officers and
men of the puppet army who were skulking. Die-hard eruel
agents were punished.” ;

The communist line on the Hue killings later at the Paris
talks was that it was not the work of communists but of
“dissident local political parties”. However, it should be
noted that Radio Liberation April 26, 1968, criticized the
effort in Hue to recover bodies, saying the victims were only
*hooligan lackeys who had incurred blood debts of the Hue
compatriots and who were annihilated by the Southern
armed forces and people in early Spring.” This propaganda
line however was soon dropped in favor of the line that it
really was local political groups fighting each other. The line
on Hue much later is exemplified by this Radio Hanoi broad-
cast of April 27, 1969:

“According to LPA; in order to cover up their cruel acts,
the puppet administration in Hue recently played the farce
of setting up a so-calied committee for the search for burial
sites of the hooligan lackeys who had owed blood debts to
the Tri-Thien-Hue compatriots and who were annihilated
by the Southern armed forces and people in early Mau Than
spring. :

“The local puppet administration sent its lackeys to carry

3. A theory widely circulated in Hue but without founda-
tion is that Ho Chi Minh, having been socially rebuffed when
teaching high school in Hue years ago, hated the place much
as Hitler hated Stalingrad and personally ordered mass
slaughter in Hue.

4. South Viet-Nam: A Month of Unprecedented Off ensive
and Uprising, Giﬂi Phong Publishing House (Hanei); March,
1968. 87pp. ’ .
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out searching activizizsin cl‘ry wards and to foree corpatyi
to pay for rituad I . The compatricts in tha i
city ward, es small merchants, were
collect t},v ar m of money. Ploloan(’l'. ingi
the Hue comps urzed and vio]-:-nﬂy oppoacd th
adm'mlsr?tvop . Fzeed with this, on 19, 20 ¢
April, the Hue puppet admmmq“‘lon was forccd to by
cast a commumc ue cenying this act by its lackevs and co:!
the blame on others for pocketing money in the naiie of
the above-menticried ecinmittee. Well aware of the Thieu-
Ky-Huong clique’s cheating and crafty tricks, the Hue com-
patriots told one another to resolutely boycott its searching
and memorial service force.”

HYPOTHESIS IN SUMMARY

TIME COMMUNIST
ASSESSMENT

PATTERN OF LIQUIDATION

First few We have our Drumhead Court Phase. Black-
days. of Tet. orders to  lists, advertised trials, public ex-
stay in the educations, bodies not hidden.
city for “Tyrants, enemies of the revolu-
seven days, tion” liquidated, especially those
no more. whose deaths weaken the strue-

ture of the Hue establishment.

Middle We can hold Social Reconstrucation Phase.
period the city. We Purge the old social. order and
are in Hue begin to build a new one. Liqui-
to stay. date the “social negatives, all
imperialist lackeys.” Killing done
quietly and bodies usually hid-
den,
Final We cannot Leave No Witnesses Phase. Lig-
period hold; we are uidate anyone in communist

going to be hands who could identify indi-
driven out. vidual Party members. Kill sec-
retly and hide bodies carefully.

Throughout: Liguidation on grounds of Party retribution
or in vendettas by individual Party members;
also. of course civilian casualties incidental to
Battle of Hue. -

The number of deaths probably would have been higher
but for limitations of time and cireumstance. Consider the
milien in which the communists were operating: The popu-
lation of the city at the time of the attack was about 180,600;
the surrounding disiricts, where many victims were found,
contained another 326,000. Some 16 communist battalions
in and out of the city battled 14 Allied battalions. People
were fleeing, choos and confusion were on all sides. The
communist civilian cadres numbered about 150, aided by
several hundred local communists who had surfaced. The
cormmunist population control and orgamzatlon plan was {o
divide the city into phuongs or precincts, 2 geographic unit
containing up to 8,000 persons each. A ten—man cadre team
was to run each phuong, charged with the task of localing,
organizing, identifying and sorting out people in its area.
After the first few days, allied military action divided the
communist forces and denied them roughly half the popu-
lation. They maintained this control for about three weeks.
One cannot but conclude that the number of civilian victims
would have been much larger than the 5700 currently es-
timated had the communist grip been tighter and longer.

The only statistics available yet, and they are lamentable,
suggest this rough breakdown of the 5,700:

Military or para-military men or officers 3095

Government officials or civil servants 10%
" 'Women ) 5%
Children under age 16 5%

Unknown or unidentified (male, over 16) 50

Beyond these crude figures, and they are based on study
of about 800 bodies, lies a vast ignorance. We do not know
who the dead are, nor even how many.

Answers to these, and other questions await the commg
to Hue of 2 good hlStOI‘lal’! who will piece together the mosaic
of 1nformation into a coherent picture.

Aftermath

In the days after, when awareness gradually spread, the
attitude of the people of the city moved from surprise to

5. That is, the military who lived in Hue, were in the city

<8N leave, etc., butvnot in the units which t60K back the city.
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shoclk to horrer o a kind of numbress. The eFoct on ihe
men and oficers of the First Divisicn was perhaps most
slriking. It is 2 generally acceplsd fact in mililary cireles in
Viet-Nam that the ARVN Tirst Divi in terras of spirit
and fichting elan has changed from of the vorst divi-
sions in the Vielnamese Army 1o perhaps the besi.

The civilians of the city will tell you that in the months
after communist departure they were gripped by 2 sooial
malaise, strange but understandable. The huge wound inflic-
ted on them healed only slowly. An.all-pervasive mood set-
tled over the city. Fear lingered in every guarter. Activity
in the streets was subducd and even the children played
quietly. It was an atmosphere compounded of sadness, re-
morse, bitterness, perhaps a little zuilt mixed in, but most
of all it was a pathetic desire of each to rid his mind of
memories too dreadful to hold. Blot out the past, each scemed
to say, for this is the way back to light. “Don’t look for the
graves,” was the unspoken rule. Only the families of the
missing were determined to face reality. They were-the ones
who persisted in the search and in most cases their children
were the ones who did the actual digging.

Parenthetically it might be noted that, outwardly, this
mood in Hue largely has evaporated. The city once again is
alive, a beehive of construction work with business flourish-
ing and people filled with ongoing projects and future plans.
Physically Hue has almost completely recovered. Materially
all economic indices are up. But one senses deep recesses in
the mind of Hue that will never again know the sun. .

As might be expected an undercurrent of irrational bitter-
ness developed among people of Hue against the outside—
the Americans because they did not somehow prevent the
massacre, the Vietnamese government for what is viewed
-as insufficient subsequent assistance. Both are unreasonable,
of course. Had it not been for the Americans the slaughter
in Hue would have been infinitely worse. The government
has poured many recovery resources into the area in the past
20 months and its efforts to rebuild are wholly commenda-
ble. Such bitterness slowly will dissipate. This attitude, of
course, in no way even touches the measure of hatred for
the communists and all they stand for. In listening in the
evening to a flood of words from survivors about what hap-
pened at Hue, one is submerged in a hate that is almgst a
fog. Gone from Hue are the aficniistcs, the fence sitters,
the advocates of non-involvement. Hardly a person exists in
the city who did not find a blood relation or intimate friend

in a cor::nunist grave: the | rable hatred for communism

by the people of Hue has b 2 a function of mathem: fics.
1g of the Hue Massacre scems clear. If the
win decisively in South Viel-Nam (and the key
aly), what is the prospect? First, all for-
cleared out of the South, especially the

Ul

communis
werd is decis
eigners would 2
hundreds of forcig: newsmen who are in and out of Sai
A curtain of ignorance would descend. Then would begi; a
night of long knives. There would be a new order to buiid.
The war was long and so are memories of old scores to be
settled. All political opposition, actual or polentizl, would be
systematically eliminated. Stalin versus kulak, Mao versus
landlord, Hanoi communist versus Southern Catholie, the
pattern would be the szme: eliminale mot the individual,
for who cares about the individual, but the latent danger to
the dream, the representative of the blocs, the symbol of the
force, that might someday, even inside the regime, dilute the
system. Beyond this would come communist justice meted
out to the “tyrants and lackeys.” Personal revenge would be
a small wheel turning within the Jarger wheel of Party
retribution. .

But little of this would be known abroad. The communists
in Viet-Nam would create a silence.

The world would call it peace.

CPYRGHT
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Appendix: Terror—The Record J
To provide the reader with a sense of the all-encompassing
nature of communist terror in Viet-Nam, representative,
but by no means comprehensive, examples have been selected
from books, government files, newspaper morgues and In-
ternational Control Commission reports.

Viet Minh Terror

The Viet Minh war against the French was marked by
considerable use of terror, not only against the French but
against Vietnamese who did not support the Viet Minh.

Beginning in the final days of World War I1, the commu-
nists, under Vo Nguyen Giap, destroyed all non-communist
nationalist leaders they could run to earth.

In the Viet Minh controlled areas during the war, “enemies
of the Resistance” were systematically eliminated.

Something of a blood bath took place following victory in
1954, one which would have been greater had not some
900,000 North Vietnamese escaped to the South in Opera-
tion Exodus. ]

Terror again surged upwards in 1956 with the so-called
land reform program, which actually was destruction of the
natural leader class in the North Vietnamese villages. A
conservative figure of the number who died at this period
is 50,000; some estimates run as high as a half-million (pop-
ulation of North Viet-Nam at the time was about 14 million).

Accounts of various communist terror activity are found
in the standard works on the Viet Minh war, including:
Eernard Fall, Le Viet Minh; Joseph Buttinger, Vietnam: A
Dragon Embattled; Lucien Bodard, The Quicksand War;
George K. Tanham, Communist Revolutionary Warfore: The
Viet Minh in Indochina. The later terror, during the so-
called land reform period, is detailed in Harvey Smith et al,
Area Handbook for North Viet-Nam; Hoang Van Chi, From
Colonialism to Communism; Donald Lancaster, The Eman-
cipation of French Indo-Ching; and Dennis Duncanson, Gov-
ernment and Revolution in Viet-Nam.

Some typical quotations follow:

“That city (Saigon) was in the hands of the Viet-Minh.

: i ar ca % with the
ay everyihing seemed quiet . . . Fear came back with t
g‘\g!iiheh'v'rhe “darkness outside -was Tull of pmw}tl}?f\\"'\lét»
Min}: .. It was an endless vigil. In every house’ vf f:‘ace
ing had the same aspcct. The roums were 1it for sa}\e ?c'tclm‘;
The men played cards wit}; ﬂi‘e]r on{]_y g’&;{;p&];ﬁ,e \‘,1 ]1169 > lbroi "
ives, within hand’s reech. Frooan um ‘time they brok

lff?'nfl.(t) éa‘lm their wives overtaken by hysteria. 'ljne l;h:ildl\x:g;
all pul into the same bed in a next-door room, tlem] e te\rror
fear and were sick on the mosquito netting. The rroy
mounted. From mouth to mouth ran ihe names of men~a he
h:.d been hacked to pieces. of women who had b}e]ehn }: }e ed
and cut open, of children who had been maimed. T l; Sh;r(\l
of those who were being tortured to death cg)ul{l] e bfn"bs:
The Viet-Minh had set up Resistance camps n 1? su s
and there they took their hostages, burying themezltl 1\%0”0r
only their heads showing above the ground. ehundred
reached its culminating point . . . when some one iy
men were dismembered, slashed to pieces in unimag
horrible circumstances.”

Lucien Bodard. The Quicksand War: Prelude to Viet-Nam.
Boston: Atlantic Monthly Press. 1963. p. 11

i i y ired a great
“To make foree a Viet Minh mgnopol) required 2
deal of preventive violence . . . Like all fanatxcsn\\dhith:;
political or religious who believe that they are ca ; pm-
to save souls or to realize great wordly projects, the f}?eir
munists had no qualms when it came to advancing i
cause by assassination . . . It was not d{ﬂicult for %eofpe]
convinced of the virtue of their é:ause tso kill othirss ;\31 ieve;a #
had performed a good deed . . . Success W : d
:Eigugh appolitical strategy in which terror, alwa.ystil.g;olh
dinate to tactical considerations, play’ed a secondary g
times a rather important role . . .” . .
at“'}nﬁg (?ommunist policy of killing all true na’gonah?.tt_c;gi
ponents of the Viet Minh also ?ag _dfeig andlltasi;xnogn 5% % 1t 2l
consequences for the future of Viel-Nam. o oAl
for the weakness of the non-Communis il
f:g\srg:llqsent which, its best and most promising 1goucrllg1 c::.ins;
dates murdered, was deprived of scores of (,;,uahﬁe eaders,
enough to guide it for many years to come.

Joseph Buttinger, Viet-Nam: A Dragon Embattled, New
York Praeger, 1967. pp 275-6, 412. .

For a month on end life there was a nightmare. During the
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“In 1955 North Viet-Nam launched a three-year program
of economic ychabilitation and land distiibution . . . moti-
val.d in part by the regime’s attezupt to strengthen its con-
tro! over the populztion by purging the landlords whem they
regarded zs reactionary. In implementing the redistribution

measures the Communist regimes used terror and othor

coercive means resulting in the death of more than 50,000
persons between 1854 and 1955.

Harvey Smith, et al. Area IHandbook for North Viel-Nasz,
Washington, D.C.{ American University Foreign Area
Studies. 1967. p 63.

“The Land Reform was carried out in two successive cam-
paigns (1953-1955) . . . The second campaign was inter-
rupted in 1955 owing to the mass exodus of nearly 2 million
people from North to South Viet-Nam. . . . The communisis
temporarily halted the terror in order to avoid an even
Jarger exodus. . . . But after the closing of Hai Phong, the
last seaport through which people could escape, they at once
resumed their campaign. . . . The number of victims in this
campaign has never been made public, but if we are to be-
lieve M. Gerard Tongas. a French professor who remained
in Hanoi up to 1959 and who claims to have accurate infor-
mation : “This indescribable butchery resulted in one hundred
thousand deaths.” ”

Hoang Van Chi, From Colonialism to Communism: A Case
History of North Viet-Nam, New York: Praeger 1964. (The
Tongas citation is L'enfer communiste du Nord Viet-Nam.
Les Nouvelles Editions. Debress, Paris 1960; p. 222).

“These ‘mistakes’ (in the DRV Land Reform program)
had been committed by the Communist cadres in charge of
“this operation who, when they were faced with disconcert-
ing discovery that no landlords existed in many of the (Red
River) delta villages, had proceeded to create such a class
by resorting to murder and torture in order to wring the
statutory confessions of past ill-treatment of tenant farmers
from villagers who either cultivate their own meagre hold-
ings or in scme cases possessed no land at all. The cost in
lives and suffering of this somber farce was revealed in
December 1956 when 12,000 victims of the operation were
released from the forced labor camps to which they had
been unjustly condemned ; the number of thosg who had been

winewge f

-murdered was uncficially estimated at between ten and fif-

tecn thousand.” o Ind
Donald Loucaster, The Emencipation of French Indo-

Chinz, Oxiord University Press, 1961. pp 377-8.

240y

The poricical campaigns of sysiematic terror,uto ensure
and loyalty, followed the succession of ideas put
ice in China (on land tenure problems). . . . In
arders of alleged traitors had been perpetrated
acts of vengeance; from 1951 onward the
vror became indocirination in this sense and
victims wer: picked out by denunciation, more or less at
randem, according to their social standing, to be made ex-
amples of :i people’s trials. But the greatest of the terror
campaigns in the DRV did not begin un§11'195'3. ... The
intention scems to have been less the elimination of any
particular class of people than eradication from everybody's
mind, without distinction of class, of any desire to own pri-
vate property or to pursuve any private purposes.. . . Peo-
ple’s courts, set up by the visiting teams of cadres and con-
ducted with similar cowardly hysteria to those of China,
demanded quotas of denunciations by the villagers apd or-
dered on-the-spot destruction of property and exegutlon of
the owners by various unjundicial barbarities; besides tens
of thousands who lost their lives many more were made out-
casts from their village communities. . . 7 Lo
Dennis T. Duncanson, Governntent and Revolution in Vict-
Nant. London Oxford University Press, 1968; pp 173-4.

purpose ¢f

«Hard times lay ahead for the people of North Viet-Nam
(late 1954). . . . Colonialism was dead but misery ar.ld un-
freedom continued to be the people’s Jot. . . . And in the
political conflicts that these conditions were bound.to produce,
terror would still remain the government’s chief weapon
against popular-discontent.”

Joseph Buttinger, Op. cit. p. 896.
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Febiuary 2, 1960—Tericrist: sack and burn the Buddhist
ternple at Phuee Thznh, Tay Ninh province. They stab to
death 17-year old Phan Van Ngoe, who tries to stop them.

April 22, 1960—Sore 30 armed communists raid Thol
Long, An Xuyen province. They attempt to take away vil-
lager Cao Van Nanh, 45. Villazers protest en masse. Farr:r
Pham Van Bai, 50, is particularly argumentative. The com-
munists, angered, seize him. This arouscs the villagers who
swarm. toward the Viet Cong and their prisoner. The com-
munists fire into the crowd. A 16-year old boy is shot dead.

Augz'tst 23, 1960—Two school teachers, Nguyen Xhoa Ngon
and Miss Nguyen Thi Thiet, are preparing lessons at home
when communists arrive and force them at gun point to go
to their school, Rau Ran, in Phong Dinh province. There
they find two men tied o the school veranda. The communists
read the death order of the two men, named Canh and Van.
They are executed, presumably to intimidate the school
teachers. ’

September 24, 1960—An armed band sacks a school in An
Lac, An Giang province. It piles seats and desks together
and fires them and the school. All that remains is four bare
walls.

September 28, 1960—Father Hoang Ngoc Minh, much
beloved priest of Kontum parish, is riding from Tan Canh
to Kondela. A communist road block halts his car. A bullet
smashes into him. The guerrillas drive bamboo spears into
Father Minh's body. then one fires a submachine gun point
blank, killing him. The driver Huynh Huu, his nephew, is
seriously wounded.

September 30, 1960—A band of ten armed communists
kidnap farmer Truong Van Dang, 67, from Long Tri, Long
An province. They take him before what they call a “peo-
ple’s tribunal.” He is condemned to death for purchasing
two hectares of rice land and ignoring communist orders to
turn the land over to another farmer. After the “trial” he
is shot dead in his rice field.

Dccmnbér 6, 1960—Terrorists d

ynamite the kitchen at the

e

Szigon Golf Clab, killing a Victnamese kitchen helper and
injuring two Victnainese cooks.

December, 1960—The GVN reports to the ICC that dur-
ing the vear the communists destroyed or damaged 284
bridges, burned 60 medical aid stations and, through des-
truction of schools, deprived some 25,000 children of school-
ing. .

March 22, 1961—A truck carrying 20 girls is dynamited
on the Saigon-Vung Tau road. The girls are returning from
Saigon where they have taken part in a Trung Sisters Day
celebration. After the explosion terrorists open fire on sur-
vivors. Two of the girls are killed and ten wounded. The
girls are unarmed and traveling without escort.

~ May 15, 1961—Twelve Catholic nuns from La Providence
order are iraveling on Highway One toward Saigon. Their
bus is stopped by communists who ransack their luggage.
Sister Theophile protests and is shot dead on the spot. The
vehicle is sprayed with bullets seriously wounding Sister
Phan Thi No. The ambush takes place near Tram Van, Tay
Ninh Province.

July 26, 1961—Two Vietnamese National Assemblymen
Rmah Pok and Yet Nie Bounrit, both Montagnards, are shot
and killed by terrorists near Dalat. A schoolteacher, travel-
ing with them on their visit to a Montagnard resettlement
village, is also killed.

September 20, 1961—One thousand main force communist
soldiers storm Phuoe Vinh, capital of (then) Phuoc Thanh
province, sack and burn government buildings, behead vir-
tually the entire administrative staff. They hold the capital
for 24 hours before withdrawing.

October, 1961—A U.S. State Department study estimates
that the communists are killing Vietnamese at rate of 1,500
per month, : ..

December 13, 1961—Father Bonnet, a French pa_rish_p-n"est
from Konkala, Kontum is killed by a terrorist while visitirg
parishioners at Ngok Rongei. T

CPYRGHT

. Besember 20, 1961—S. Fa¥eTH Jagang§g,_engineer at the
Da Nhim dam, a Japanese government war reparations proj-
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ect to supply eloo

t Jo pover to Vieb-Nam, is kidnepzd after
being stopped at 2 '

sad Bk, His fate is never learnsd.

J_ammry- 1. 1262—A Vietnamese labor leader, Le Van
Thieu. _63, is hac}:r.d to death by terrorists wielding me chates
near Bien Hea, in the rubber plantztio: on which he works.

-

’ January 2, 1962—Two Vietnamese {echnicians working in

the government’s anti-malaria program, Pham Van Hai and
Nguyen Van Thach, zre killed by communists with machetes,
12 miles south of Saigen.

. February 20, 1962—Terrorists throw four hand grenades
into a crowded village theater near Can Tho, killing 24
\'Nomé:n and children. In all, 108 persons are killed or in-
jured.

Apﬂ_l 8, 1962—Communists execute two wounded Ameri-
can prisoners of war ncar the village of An Chau in Central
Viet-Nam. Each, hands tied, is shot in the face because he
cannot kezp up with the retreating captors.

May 19, 1962—A t_crrorist grenadeis hurled into the Ater-
bea restaurant in Saigon, wounding a Berlin circus manager
and the cultural attache from the German Embassy.

May 20, 1962—A bomb explodes in front of the Hung Dao
Hotel, Saigon, a billet for American servicemen, injuring
eight Vietnamese and three Americans who are in the street
at the time. .

June 12, 1969—Communists ambush 2 civilian passenger
bus near Le Tri, An Giang province, killing the passengers,
the driver and the driver’s helper, a total of five men and
women.

‘October 20, 1962—A teen-age communist hurls a grenade
into a holiday erowd in downtown Saigon, killing six persons,
including two children, and injuring 38 persons. .

November 4, 1962—A terrorist hurls a grenade into an
alley in Can Tho, killing one American serviceman and two
Vietnamese children. A third Vietnamese child is seriously
injured. .

January 25, 1963—Communists dynamite a passenger-
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freight train near Qui Nhon, killing eight passengsrs_and
injuring 15 others. The train is carrying only rice as T reight.

March 4, 1963—Two Protestant missionaries—Elwood
Forreston, an American, and Gaspart Makil, 2 Filipino—
are shot dead at 2 road block between Saigon and Dalat. The
Makil twin babies are shot and wounded.

March 16, 1963—Terrorists hwy! 2 grenade into 2 Sajgon
home where an American family is having dinner, killing 2
French businessman and wounding four other persons, one
of them a woman.

April 3, 1963—Terrorists throw two grenades jinto a
private school near Long Xuyen, An Giang province, killing
a teacher and two other adults. Students are performing
their annual variety show at the time.

April 4, 1963—Terrorists throw grenades into an audience
attending an cutdoor motion picture showing in Cao Lanh
village in the Mekong Delta, killing four persons and wound-
ing 11.

May 23, 1963—Communists mine the main northern rail
line, killing five civilian passengers. Twelve other passengers
and crew are injured.

May $1, 1963—Two powerful explosions set off by terror-
ists on bicycles kill two Vietnamese and wound ten others in
Saigon. Police believe the explosion was accidentally pre-
mature.

September 12, 1 963—Miss Vo Thi Lo, 26, a schooltez}cher
in An Phuoc, Kien Hoa province, is found near the vxllgge
with her throat cut. She had been kidnaped three days earlier.

‘October 16, 1 963—Terrorists explode mines under iwo
civilian buses in Kien Hoa and Quang Tin provinces, killing
18 Vietnamese and wounding 23. )

November 9, 1963—Three grenades are thrown in Saigon,

‘ipjuring a total of 16 persons, including four children; the

first is thrown in a main street, the second along the water-
front, and the third in the Chinese residential area.

February 9 1964—Two Americans are killed and 41

B — BS
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wounded, iicluding four vomen end five children, whin a

communist bomb is et off in a sports stadium during 2

softb.a]l game. A second portion of the bomb fails to explode.

gfﬁéna]s estimate that if it had, fifty persons would have
ied.

. f‘ebmary 16, 71964~—Thrce Americans are killed and 32
injured, mozt of them U.S. dependents, when terrorists bomhb
the Kinh Do movie theater in Saigon.

_July 14, 196/—Pham Thao, chairman of the Catholic Ac-
txon_Comrp:tteg in Quang Ngai, is executed when he retuins
to his native village of Pho Loi, Quang Ngai province.

October, 1964—U.S. officials in Saigon report that from
January to October of 1964 the communists killed 429 Viet-
namese local officials and kidnaped 482 others.

December 24, 1964,—A Christmas eve bomb explosion at
the Brink officers’ billet kills two Americans and injures 50
Americans and 13 Vietnamese. .

February 6, 1965—Radio Liberation announces that tha
communists have shot two American prisoners of war as
reprisals against the Vietnamese government, which had
sentenced two terrorists to death.

February 10, 1965—Terrorists blow up an enlisted men’s
barracks in Qui Nhon, killing 23 Americans.

March 30, 1965—A bomb explodes outside the American
Embassy in Saigon, killing 2 Americans, 18 Vietnamese and
injuring 100 Vietnamese and 45 Americans.

June 24, 1965—Radio Liberation announces thé execution
of an American prisoner. .

June 25, 1965—Terrorists dynamite the My Canh yestau-
rant in Saigon, killing 27 Vietnamese, 12 Americans, two
Filipinos, one Frenchman, one German; more than 80 per-
sons are injured.

June, 1965—Vietnamese officials report the rate of assas-
sinations and kidnapings of rural officials has doubled in
June over May and April; 224-efficialg weve either killed or
kidnaped. . e o :

gtatugFand religious artifacts.

£

August 18, 1965—A bomb at the Police Directorate of-
fice in Saigon kills six and wounds 15.

Oclolor &, 1965—One of two planted bombs explodes at
the Cong Hoa National Sports Stadium, killing eleven Viet-
namese, including four children, and wounding 42 persons.

October 5, 1965—A bomb gocs off, apparently prematurely,
in a taxi on a main street in downtown Saigon, killing two
Vietnamese and wounding ten others.

December 4, 1965—1In Saigon a terrorist bomb lills eight
persons when it explodes in front of a billet for U.S. enlisted
men; 137 are injured, including 72 Americans, three New
Zealanders and 62 Vietnamese.

December 12, 1965—Two terrorist platoons kill 23 Viet-
namese canal construction workers asleep In a Buddhist
Pagoda in Tan Huong, Dinh Tuong province; wound seven
others.

December 80, 1965—Saigon editor Tu Chung of the news-
paper Chinl, Luan is gunned down in point blank fire as he
arrives home at noon for lunch. Earlier he had published the
texts: gf threatening notes he had received from the com-
munists.

- January 7, 1966—A Claymore mine explodes at Tan Son
Nhut gate (entrance to Saigon airport), killing two persons
and injuring 12.

e Muary 17, 1986—Communists in Kien Tuong detonate a
‘mine under a highway bus, killing 26 civilians, seven of them

children. Eight persons are injured and three are listed as
missing. -

January 18, 1966—Communists mine a bus in Kien Tuong
province, killing 26 civilians. .

January 29, 1966—Terrorists kill a Catholic priest, Fa't'her
Phan Khac Dau, 74, at Thanh Tri, Kien Tuong province.
Five other civilians, including a church -officer, are a]_so
killed. The marauders desecrate the church, destroying its
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February 2, 1966—A cornr
Joad of Vielnumese inic “.n workers, killing six -and
wounding one; in Hau Nghi. provinee. i

February 14, 1966-—Tvo mines explode beneath a bus and
a threc-wheeled taxi on a road near Tuy Hoa, killing 48
farm laborers and injuring seven others.

March 18, 1966—Fifteen Vietnamese civilians are killed
and four injured by the explosicn of a homemade mine on
_a country road eight kilometers west of Tuy Hoa, Phu Yen
province. .

May 22, 1966—Terrorists kill 18 sleeping men, a woman
and four children during an attack on a housing center for
canal workers in the Mekong Dell2 province of An Giang.
“We are doing this to teach you a lesson,” a communist cadre
is reported to have said just before he pulled the trigger.

September 10, 1966—0n the eve of South Viet-Nam’s Con-
stituent Assembly clections, communists stage 166 separate
incidents of intimidation, abduction and assassination. Poll-
ing places also are destroyed.

September 11, 1966—0n election day, communists kill 19
voters, wound 120, in fire on polling places, mining of roads,
and in individual assassinations.

September 24, 1966—American troops free eleven persons
from a communist “jail” in Phu Yen province who report
that 70 fellow prisoners were deliberately starved to death
and 20 others tortured until they died.

October 11, 1966—Acting on information from a 14-year
old boy, allied forces discover a prison complex in Binh Dinh
province containing the bodies of 12 Vietnamese who had
been machine gunned and grenaded by fleeing guards.

Binh Chanh,” Gia

October 22, 1966—A youth worker in
while asleep in

Dinh province, is shot and killed by raiders
his home.

October 24, 1966—The Hue-Quang Tri bus runs overa mine
in Phong Dien district, Thua Thien province; 15 passengers

are injured. -

snist squad ambushes & jeep .

-

October 27, 1966 —A grenade is thrown into 2 home in °

Len Me Thout, Darlac provine., killing a 63-yeayr old man
and a nine-month o7 child; seven other persons, six of them
women, are wounded,

October 28, 1966—An alert policeman arrests a female
communist azent who is about to place 2 time-bomb under the
reviewing stend at a festival in Khanh Hung (Soc Trang),
Ba Xuyen province. :

November 1, 1966—Communists direct long-range recoil-
Jess rifle fire into downtown Saigon during National Day
cclebration killing or wounding 51 persons. :

November 2, 1966—A grenade is thrown by a te1:ro1-ist at
Phu Tho racetrack, Saigon, killing two persons and wound-
ing eight others, including two children.

November 2 1966—A squad of armed guerrillas attacks
a hamlet in Chau Thanh district, Phong Dinh province, then
withdraws after detenating a 10-kilogram charge which
wrecks 2 steel bridge across the Dau Sau canal. An aged
woman and two children are wounded.

November 3, 1966—Communist squads infiltrate the out-
skirts of Saigon, fire 24 recoilles rifle shells on the city.
Among the buildings hit are Saigon Central Market, Grall
Hospital, Saigon Cathedral, 2 seminary chapel and several
private homes. Eight persons are killed and 37 seriously
wounded. :

November 4, 1966—Communists lob mortar shells jnto a
village in Hau Nghia province; “killing one civilian and
wounding eight. - S : :

November 4, 19‘65'——Co.mmunist attack an outpost in Tay

Ninh province, killing six civilians and wounding Revolu-
tionary Development team members.

November 7, 1966—A communist squad on Prqvincial
Road 8, Quang Duc province, abducts a hamlet chief and
deputy chief. .

November 8, 1966—In Chau Doc province, & 53-year old
- woman is toriuredsand shot.to death; a note pinned to her
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body zecuszs her of supporiing the South Vietnamese Lov-
ernment, :

November 16, 1966—A terrorist bomb-laden bicyel: on

Nguyen Van Thoai Street, Saigon, explodes; two Soutk Vict- .

namese soldiers znd a civilian are wounded.

November 19, 1966-—Eight morier rounds on Can Giuce,
Long An province, kill {wo children ; 12 civilians are wounded
some 20 mortar rounds drop on Can Duoe, wounding five
civilians.

November 20, 1966—Two policemen are wounded when
they attempt to remove several communist banners equippzd
with explosive devices. :

.Novembcr 23, 1966—Threé terrorists dressed in South
Vietnamese army uniforms kill a policeman guarding a
bridge at Khanh Hung (Soc Trang), Ba Xuyen province.
While escaping, they {throw two grenades, wounding seven
civilians and two soldiers.

November 26, 1966—A Claymore-type mine is set off in
the playground of the Trinh Hoai Duc boys’ school, An
Thanh, Binh Duong province. Korean troops are using adja-
tent area as a training site. Three Koreans are killed and a
Vietnamese student is wounded.

November 30, 1966—Coinmunist shell Tan Uyen market,
Bien Hoa province, killing three civilians and wounding
seven. .

December 4, 1966—A village chief in Gia Dinh province
is abducted from his home in Phu Lam by four men and
assassinated by rifle fire.

LR -
,

December 7, 1966—Tran Van Van, Constituent Assembly-
man, is assassinated while en route to the National Assem-
bly building; death weapon is a .32 caliber East German
pistol; his killers are captured.

December 10, 1966—A terrorist throws a grenade into the
Chicu Hoi district playground, Binh Duong City, severcly
injuring three children.

‘Decorber 10, 1966—A tuxi on Highway 29, Phong Dinh
province runs over a mine. Five passengers, all women, are
killed? =1d the driver badly wounded.

Decr:-

Yer 18, 1966—Revolutionary Development person-
nel atiud a course at the Ca Mau school, An Xuyen prov-
ince; i ~harge explodes in the classreom, killing three and
wou - : nine.

Dcew Bor 20, 1966—A squad infiltrates a hamlet in Quang
Tin pirevinee, kidnaps a former Viet Cong member who re-
cently defected, carries him to another location and shoots
hir. . .

December 27, 1966—National Constituent Assemblyman,
Dr. Phan Quang Dan, narrowly escapes death when his car
explodes in Gia Dinh province. A charge is concealed be-
neath the vehicle and detonates as Dr. Dan opens the door.
Dan escapes with minor wounds but a woman passerby is
killed and five civilians wounded.

January 6, 1967—A South Vietnamese policeman in Tan
Chu, Kien Phong province, is shot and killed while members
of his family look on. :

January 7, 1967—An explosion destroys a school and
health station in Hong Ngu district, Kien Phong province.

January 8, 1967—1In An Xuyen province, terrorists throw
a grenade into the house of a hamlet chief. One of the chil-
dren is killed and three other civilians are wounded.

January 12, 1967—Three c¢ivilians are killed and three
South Vietnamese soldiers are wounded in an ambush of a
truck on National Highway 14, two kilometers south of Tan
Canh village. .

Jdnua,ry 15, 1967—At Thanh Tho, Quang Tin province,
communists shoot a merchant when he refuses to give them
two oxen.

January 21, 1967—Several communists force their way
into Buon Ho, Darlac provinee, gather the people for a pro-
paganda lecture; kidnap six young men.

e
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2id Lieu Tri, Quang Tin

Februgry 6, 1557—C nists ra
- and a lo24) official. The teacher

raY b
v
province, and 2bduct a teachsy
is killed.

where Konlum deputy provinee chief is entertuining a group
of South Vietnzmese officizls. The provincial Chief of Edu-
cation is killed instantly; the Chief of Montdgnard Affairs
and another official die of wounds the next day. Eight others
are seriously woundzd.

February 6, 1967—A grenade is thrown onto the porch

March 4, 1967—Only two badly wounded prisoncrs survive
as communist prison guards near Can Tho tie 12 South Viet-
namese ce.ptives logether, shoot and stab them before fleeing
from advancing South Vietnamese troops; both survivors
live despite having their throats cut.

March 5, 1867—In an nocturnal raid, terrorists murder
two young Revolulionary Development workers in Vinh
Phu, Phu Yen province. Seven additional Revolutionary De-
velopment team members are killed in the ensuing gunfight
and four are wounded. The raid is the 113th attack on Rev-
olutionary Development workers since the first of the year.

March 30, 1967—Recoilless rifle fire directed at homes of
families of South Vietnamese troops demolishes 200 houses
and kills 32 men, women and children in the capital city of
Bac Lieu province. .

April 13, 1967—A South Vietnamese entertainment troupe
is the target of nocturnal raid in Lu Song hamlet, near Da
Nang. The team chief and his deputy are killed; two tea
members are wounded. - :

April 14, 1967—Terrorists kidnap Nguyen Van Son in
Binh Chanh district, Gia Dinh province; he is a candidate
in the elec_tions for village council. )

April 16, 1967—A squad enters Cam Ha, Qu'an_g Nam prov-
ince and murders an election candidate. One child is killed
and three civilians are wounded.

April 18, 1967——-511{ Chon hamlet northeast of Saigon is
attacked by assassins and arsonists who slay five Revolution-
ary Development team members, wound three, abduct seven;

three of those slain are young girls, whose hands are tied
behin. their backs before they are shol in the head. One-
third of the hamlet’s dwelling is destroyed by fire.

April 26, 1957—Nguyen Cam, chief of Ba Dan hamlet,
Quang Nam province, is shot and killed by a terrorist. Cam
had been a candidate in recent elections.

May 10, 196¢7—A bus loaded with South Vietnamese civi-
lians runs over 2 land mine near Than Bach Thach, Phu
Bon province. One passenger is killed; the driver and five
passengers arce wounded.

May 11, 196;-—More than 200 doctors and medical workers
of the Republic of South Viet-Nam have been victims of the
communists in the past 10 vears, State Health Secretary Dr.
Tran Van Lu-Y tells the World Health Organization in
Geneva. He says 211 members of his staff have been killed
or kidnaped; 174 dispensaries, maternity homes and hospi-
tals destroyed; 40 ambulances mined or machine-gunned.

May 16’,'1967—111 two separate attacks in Quang Tin and
Quang Tri provinces, communists kill eight Revolutionary
Development {eam members and injure five.

May 24,1 967—The information officer of Phu Thanh, Bien
Hoa province, and his two children are killed by grenades
thrown into their home at 3 am. ' :

May 29, 1967—Frogmen emerge from the Perfume River
in Hue to blow up a hotel housing members of the Interna-
tional Control Commission. No member of the Indian-
Canadian-Polish team is hurt, but five South Vietnamese
civiliaps are killed and 15 wounded. The hotel is 80 percent
destroyed. o ) - i

June 2, 1967—Armed with automatic weapons, two pla-
toons make a post-midnight raid on a Chieu Hoi camp in
Long An. They injure five South Vietnamese soldiers and
five civilians. ’ .

June 27, 1967—Twenty-three civilians are killed v’hen
their bus strikes a mine in Binh Duong province, southeast
of Lai Khe. :
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Julz{ 6, 1967—=S8everal children walling on the road to a

zoda at Cam Pho hamlet, Quere Nam province, are

wounc‘“.. when a passing truc): ex p10r1e< Viet-Cong anti-
tanl: riine. One child dies of wounds.

Juli- 13, 1967—An explosion ir 2 Tue restuurant kills two

Filipino are injured.

July 14 1967—Terrorists dressed in Vietnamese Army
uniforms capture a prison in Quang Nam province, releas-
mg about 1,000 of the 1,200 inmates; they execute 30 in the
prison yald Ten cnlhans are killed and 29 wounded as the
terrorists fight their way out of the area.

July 25, 1967—Communists appear at homes in Binh
Trieu, Long An province and kidnap four men, a woman and
the woman’s 16-year-old son. All six are found the following
morning 2long Highway 13, hands tied behind their backs,
2 bullet in each head.

August 5, 196‘7’-—Dmmrr a special civies class in a secon-
dary school in An Xuyen province, part of the September
election “get out the vote” campmgn a terrorvist gives a
|small girl a hand grenade with the pin extracted and tells
her to carry it carefully to her teacher. At the classroom
door the child drops the grenade, killing herself and injur-
ing nine children.

August 24, 1967—Terrorists kill one and wound four when
they detonate a charge at the home of a Vietnamese police-
man in Can Tho, Phong Dinh province.

August 26, 1967—Twenty-two civilians die and six are in-
jured when their bus strikes a mine in Kien Hoa province.

August 27, 1967—A week before presidential and senate
lections, terrorists step up their activities. A recoilless rifle
and mortar attack on Can Tho kills 46 and injures 227. Ten
die and ten are mJured in an attack on a Rcvo!uhomrv
Development team in Phuoe Long province. Fourtcen civi-
ians, including five children, are wounded by mortar fire
outheast of Ban Me Thuot, Darlac province. Two c_u ilians
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V)dn._mcsn Twelve chm,mfse sc\ en Americans and ong’

Long provinee. Six civilians are kidnaped from Phuoc Tung
village in Thua Thien province.

August 29, 1967—Groups of communists infiltrate four
hamlets in Thanh Binh distriet, Quang Nam province, kill
two civilians and abduct six, including an inter-family chief.

September 1, 1967—Terrorist explosives blast six craters
in National Route 4 in Dinh Tuong province, stopping all
vehicular traffic e cept a South Vietnamese army ambulance
bus which runs cver a pressure mine, killing 13 passenfru s, 7
injuring 23.

September 8, 1967—Shortly after polls open in Tuy Hoa,
Phu Yen province, ecommunists detonate a bomb hidden in
a polling place. Three voters are killed and 42 are wounded.
Election morning attacks, including long-range shellings,
claim 48 lives.

November 8, 1967—The Ky Chanh refugee center in Quang
Tin province is infiltrated by terrorists who kill four per-
sons, wound nine others and kidnap nine more; they also
fire the camp’s school.

December 5, 1967—A name that should be remembered as
long as Lidice is Dak Son, a Montagnard village of some
2,000 in Phuoc Long province, the scene of what in some
ways remains the worst atrocity in the entire atrocity-ridden
war. Some 300 communists stage a reprisal raid on Dak Son.
The chief weapon: the flame thrower, 60 of them. The pur-
pose: purely to terrorize. The result: a Carthaginian solu-
tion, all but sowing of the salt. After breaking through the
flimsy hamlet militia defense, the communists set about sys-
tematically to destroy the village and the people in it. Fam-
ilies are incinerated alive in their grass-roofed huts or in
the shelters dug heneath their beds. Everything combustible
is put to the torch: houses, recently harvested grain on the
ground, livestock, fences, trees, people. One of the first
Americans to approach the scer.2 the following day: “As we
approached the place I thought I saw charred cordwood piled
up the way you pile up logs neatly beside the road. When
we got closer I could see it was burned bodies of several
dozen babies. The odor of bumed ﬂesh which real]y is an

us eV
course got stronger at the center. People were trymg to
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reathe through cabbage leeves....I ¢
smaller girl, probably his sister, sort of mciter
charred embrace. I saw a mother burned blzck still hiding
two children, also burned black. Everything +:s burned and
black. The worst was the wail of the survivors who were pick-
ing through the smouldering ruins. One mzn kept screaming
and screaming at the top of his lungs. For an hour he keptit
up. He wasn’t hurt that I could tell. He just kept screaming
until a doctor gave him a shot of morphine or something.
. Tire bloats bodies T learned, and after a few hours the
skin splits 2nd peels and eurls. . . . Thefar end of the village
wasn’t burned ; the communists ran out of flamethrower fuel
before they got to it. . . .” Estimated toll: 252 dead, about
two-thirds of them women and children; 200 abducted, never
to return.

December 14, 1967—Bui Quang San, member of South
Viet-Nam’s lower house, is gunned down in his home near
Saigon. Two days before his murder, San told friends of
receiving a letler from the communists threatening his life.
His mother, first wife and six children were killed in an
earlier Viet Cong raid in the city of Hoi An.

December 14, 1967—Saigon reports a total of 232 civilians
Xilled by acts of terrorism in one week.

December 16, 1967—During the intermission at a classical
drama at the University of Saigon, a communist appears on
stage and begins a propaganda speech about the NLF. A
student attempts to climb to the stage and is shot in the
stomach. Two other students are shot in the melee that
follows.

January 20, 1968—An armed propaganda teatir enters TaM
Quan, Binh Dinh province, gathers 100 people for a pro-
paganda session; one prominent village elder objects an‘d is
shot to death.

April 6, 1968—A band of communists enters That- Vinh
Dong, Tay Ninh province; they sell several thousand piasters
worth of “war bonds” and then depart, taking with them a
school teacher, ithe hamlet chief’s two daughters and nephew
and six other males age 15 or 16.

May 5-Junc 22, 1968—Some. 417 rockets are fired indis-

criminately into- Saigon, chieflY# 8. the dcn§ely-popul:\ted”_""fa

Fourth District. The reckets are 107mm Chinese-made and
122mm Soviet-made. Result: 115 dead, 528 hospitalized.

May 29, 1968—A band of communisls stops all traffic on
Route 155 in Vink Dinh province; 50 civilians are kidnaped,
including a Protestz:t minister; 2 buses and 28 three-wheeled
taxis are burned.

« June 28, 1968—A major attack is made against the refugee
center and fishing village of Son Tra, south of Da Nang. In
all, 88 persons are killed and 103 are wounded by mortar
and machine gun fire, grenades and explosive charges. Some
450 homes are destroyed leaving 3,000 of the 5,000 persons
there homeless. Later, villagers gathering bamboo to rebuild
the center are fired on from ambush.

July 28, 1968— Four gun-wielding terrorists, two of them
women, detonate a 60-pound plastique charge in city room
of Cholon Duily News, most prominent of city’s seven Chi-
nese-language newspapers, after ordering workers out of
building ; the four escape before police arrive,

September 1, 1968—Doctors at the American Division’s
27th Surgical Hospital report two Montagnard women have
been brought in for treatment for advanced ancmia. It is
determined that the North Vietnamese Lad been systematic-
ally draining them of blood for treating their own wounded.

September 12, 1968—A communist report (captured in
Binh Duong province) from the Chau Thanh district Secu-
rity Section to the provincial Party Central Committee says
that seven prisoners in the district’s custody were shot prior

#g.an expected.enemy sweep operation: “we killed them to

make possible our safe-escape,” the report says.

September 26, 1968—A grenade is thrown into the crowded
Saigon central market, killing one person and wounding 11.

December 11, 1968—A band of terrorists appears at the
home of the provincial People’s Self-Defense Force chief in
Tri Ton, Chau Doc province; they bind his arms with rope
and lead him 50 yards from his home where they fire a hurst
from a submachine gun into his body.

%oy 6, 1969—The Vietnamese Minister of Educalion,
inh Tri, is killed when-two-terrorists on a motor-
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cyele hurl 2 hand grenade through the window of the car in
which he is riding.

February 7, 1969—A satchel charge is expladad in the Cun
Tho market place, killing one 2nd wounding three.

February 16, 1967~—Comarnunicts invade and oceupy Phuoc
My village, Quang Tin province, for seversl days. Later,
survivors describe a series of brutal acts: a 78-year old
villager shot for refusing to cut down a tree for a fortifica-
tion; a T3-year old man killed when he could not or wonld
not leave his home, pleading that infirmities prevented him
from walking; an 1l-year old boy stabbed; several families
grenaded in their homes.

January 19, 1969—A bicyele bomb explodes in a shop in
Kien Hoa province (Truc Giang), killing six civilians and
wounding 16.

February 24, 1969—Terrorists enter the Catholic Church
in Quang Ngai province, assassinate the priest and an altar
Loy. ’

February 26, 1969—A bicycle bomb explodes near a pool
hall in Xien Hoa province, killing a child 2and wounding three
other persons.

March 4 1969—Rector of Saigon University, Professor
Tran Anh, is shot by motorcycleriding terrorists; previously
he had been notified that he was on the “death list” of
something called the “Suicide Regiment of the Saigon Youth
Guard.”

March 5, 1969—An attempt is made to assassinate Prime:

Minister Tran Van Huong by hurling a satchel charge
against the automobile in which he is riding. The attempt
fails and most of the terrorists are captured.

March 6, 1969—An explosive charge explodes next to a
wall at Quang Ngai city hospital, killing a maternity patient
and destroying two ambulances.

March 9, 1969—Terrorists enter’ Xom Lang, Go Cong
province, take Mrs. Phan Thi Tri from her home to a nearby
rice field where they behead her, explaining that her husband
had defected from the communists.

M arch 9, 1969—A band of communisis atlack Loc An, Loc
My and Loc Hung villages in Quang Nam province, killing
{wo adults and kidnaping ten teenage boys.

March 13, 1969—Xon Sitiu and Kon Bobanh, two Monta-
emard villages in Kontum province, are raided by terrorists;
15 persons killed; 23 kidnaped, two of whom are later ex-
ecuizd; three l.::g-Touses, a church and a school burned. A
haralet chief is beaten to death. Survivors say the commu-
nists’ explanalion is: “We are teaching you not to cooperate
with the government.”

March 21, 71969—A Kontum province refugee center is
attacked for the second time by a PAVN battalion using
mortars and B-40 rockets. Seventeen civilians are killed and
36 wounded, many of them worien and children. A third of
the center is destroyed. .

April 4, 1969—A pagoda in Quang Nam province is dyna-
mited, killing four persons, wounding 14.

April 9, 1969—Terrorists attack the Phu Binh refugce
center, Quang Ngai province and fire 70 houses, leaving 200
homeless. Four persons are kidnaped.

April 11, 1969—A satchel charge explodes in the I_Dinh
Thanh temple, Long Thanh village, Phong Dinh province,
wounding four children.

April 15, 1969—An armed propaganda team invades An
Ky refugee center, Quang Ngai province, and attempts to
force out the people living there; nine are killed and ten
others wounded. o

April 16, 1969—The Hoa Dai refugee center in Binh Dinh
province is invaded by an armed propaganda team. The
refugees are urged to return to their former (communist
gominated) village, but refuse; the communists burn 146

ouses.

April 19, 1969—Hieu Duc district refugee center, Quang
Nam province, is invaded and ten persons kidnaped.

- April 28, 1969—Son Tinh district refugee center, Quang
Ngai provinee, is invaded ; two women are shot and 10 per-

sons kidnaped. [
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oo rot—rc Vin Cin, o4, 1s Kidnaped and later Shot
for refuzivg to pay “laxe.” to a communist agent who en-
tered his village of Vinly 1'hu, An Giang province.

May 8, 1969—Communi! Sappers de%ona%;e a charge out-
side the Postal-Telephone luilding in Saigon’s Kennedy
Square, killing four civilian: and wounding 189,

Moy 10, 1969—Sappers ¢xplode a charge of plastique in
Duong Hong, Quang Namn provinee, killing eight civilians
and wounding four.

Moy 12, 1969—A communist sapper squad attacks Phu
My, Binh Dinh province, with satchel charges, rockets and
grenzdes; 10 civilians arc Killed, 19 wounded; 87 homes are
destroyed.

May 14, 1969—Five comunmist 122mm rockets land in the
residential area of Da Nany, killing five civilians and wound-
ing 18.

June 18, 1969—Three children are wounded when thgy
step on a communist mine vshile playing near their home in
Quan Long (Ca Mau) city, An Xuyen province.

June 19, 1969—In Phu My, Thua Thien province, commu-
nists assassinate a 54-yesr old man and his 70-year old
mother.

June 24, 1269—A 122mm communists rocket strikes the
Thanh Tam hospital in 3o Nai, Bien Hoa province, killing
one patient. i

June 30, 1969—Communist mortar shells destroy the
Phuoe Long pagoda in Chanh Hiep, Binh Duong provipce;
one Buddhist monk is killed and ten persons wounded.

June 30, 1969—Three members of the People‘s'Self

Defense Force are kidnaped from Phu My, Bien Hoa prov-
ince. .

July 2,-1969—Two connnunist assassing eanter a hamlet

office in Thai Phu, Tay Ninh provigge, shoot and wound

the hamlet chief and ki deputy. -

July 17, 1969—A grenade is thrown into Cho Con market, -
Da Nang, wounding 13 civilians, most of them women. :

July 19, 1969—A communist unit attacks the Chien Hoi
center in Vinh Binh province killing five persons, ineluding
two women and a youth, and wounding 11 civilians.

July 18, 1969—Police report two incidents of B-40 rockets
being fired into trucks on the highway, one in Quang Duc
province in which three civilians were wounded and one in
Darlac province which killed the driver.

July 19, 1969—Communist seize and shoot Luong Van

‘Thanh, a People’s Sclf-Defense Force member, Tan Hoi

Dong, Dinh Tuong province.

July 30, 1969—Communists rocket the refugee center of
Hung My, Binh Duong, wounding 76 persons.

August 1, 1969—A sapper team detonates a plastique
charge at the base of an electric transformer tower in Saigon,
cutting the line,

August 5, 1969—Two grenades are thrown into the ele-
mentary school in Vinh Chauy, Quang Nam province, where
a school board meeting is taking place. Five persons are
killed and 21 are wounded.

August 7, 1969—Communist sappers set off some 30 sepa-
rate plastique charges in the U.S. Sixth Evacuation Hospital
compound, Cam Ranh Bay, killing two and wounding 57
patients. :

August 7, 1969—A series of explosions is detonated out-
side an adult education school for Vietnamese military in
Cholon, killing eight and wounding 60.

August 18, 1969—Officials in Saigon report a total of 17
communist terror attacks on refugee eenters in Quang Nam
and Thua Thien provinces, leaving 23 persons dead, 75 in-
jured and a large number of homes destroyed or damaged.

.August 21, 1969—Communists infiltrate Ho Phong, Bac
Lieu province, and kill three People’s Sclf-Defense Force
members, wound-two others,
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August 26, 1969—A nine-month-old baby in his mother’s
arms is shal in the head Ly terrorists outside Hoa Phat,
Quang Nam provinee; alss found dead are three children
bztween ages six and ten, an elderly man, a middle-aged

rzn and a middle-aged womtan, a lotal of seven, all shot at
least once in the back of the head.

S_e]gtcmber 6, 1969—Communists rocket and mortar the
training center of the National Police Field Force in Dalat,
killing five trainces and wounding 26.

September 9, 1969—South Vietnamese officials report that
nearly 5._000 South Vietnamese eivilians have been killed by
communist terror during 1969.

Scptember 20, 1969—Communists attack Tu Van refugee
center in Quang Ngai provinee, killing 8 persons and wound-
ing two, all families of local People’s Self-Defense Force
members. In nearby Binh Son, eight members of a police
official’s family are killed. .

September 24, 1969—A bus hits a mine on Highway 1,

llzgﬁ't(}; of Duc Tho, Quang Ngai province; 12 passengers are
illed.

October 13,1969—A grenade is thrown in the Vi Thanh
City Chieu Hoi center, killing three civilians and wounding
46; about half those wounded are dependents.

. October 18, 1969—Communists kidnap a Catholic priest
and a lay assistant from the church at Phu Hoi, Bien Hoa
province.

October 27, 1969—Communists booby trap the body of a
People’s Self-Defense Force member whom they have killed.
When relatives come to retrieve the body the subsequent
explosion kills four of them. .

Statislies (See Chart Below) -

In May, 1967 the GVN-U.S. began employing new and
more sophisticaled svstems, some using computers, for the
collection and zuzlysis of statistical data, including data on
terror incidents, Under the new syslems, calegories were
changed some what and therefore the pre-1967 figures below
are not strictly comparable to those Jater (hence the drop
in total number of terror acts for 1968 and first ten months
of 1969).

With respect to the general matter of the Viet-Nam war
angd statistics, experienced writers in the mass media, the
academic community and in government have learned, often
from personal and bilter experience, not to try to guantify
the Viet-Nam war. As a result they reflexively eschew sta-
tislics, not because they do not recognize them as a valuable
tool, but because they know the conditions and circumstances
under which they are collected make them. at best, untrust-
worthy, and at worst, dangerously misleading. With respect
to terror acts, the data proccessing system is chiefly depen-
dent on reports from the 2500-village countryside, a shaky
base indeed.

Like most people in developing societies the Vietnamese
are not great record keepers and particularly are not keepers
of precise numbers, usually seeing no need. (Belief in the
jmperative need for figures, indeed simply to become sta-
tistics-conscious, seems to be a characteristic that develops
as does the society.) Beyond this unperceived need to collect
statistics of any sort, including those on terror, there is in
Viet-Nam a fog of war which by its disruptive nature virtual-
ly prohibits systematic and patient collection of data. War is
often responsible for the destruction of such data as has
been assembled. This is the case, for example, of records of
land surveys. title deeds and other legal documents on Rold-
ings in th Mekong Delta, a jurist’s nightmare, one which
the courts will be sorting out for a generation. ‘

Thus in Viet-Nam there is the triple problem of indiffer-
ence to the collection of statistics, inability because of war
to collect them, and incomplete reporting even when collected.
Therefore this chart is to be treated cautiously. Its benefit,
if any. is simply o suggest the scope and general order of
magnitude of communist terror acts over the years; the
error probably is not more than plus or minus 25 percent.
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Year Terror Acts!  Assassinations? Kidncpfngss Attacks!
1957 10 1560 NA 1,700 {est) 2,000 {est) Negligible
1961 NA 1,300 (est) 1,318 NA
1962 20000 ex) L8 L8, 5484
1963 25,280 827 1,596 3,735
1964 21,733 516 1,525 15,500
1945 18,300 (est.) 305 1,730 . 15,200
1966 15000 (cst) 1732 38100  —
1967 23,000 (est) 3,707 5,357 —
19688 9,617 5,389 8,759 —
1969 10,765 6,202 6,289 —_
1970 7.473 4,126 5791 —

(7 mos.) :

This table was updated ar e manuscript was going lo print and covers
the period through July 19701

1. Includes sabotage, harrassing fire, visits by armed pro-
paganda teams to village=, ““VC War Bond” sales, confiscation
of food, but not the other acts of terror listed in subsequent
columns.

2. Until May 1967 the figures are for assassinations of gov-
ernment officials only, and not killings of other civilians
(records were kept only on officials and even these are in-
complete.) Based on a 3964 study it probably is safe to con-
clude that for every official Vielnamese assassinated, at least
four non-officials were killed.

3. As in the case of azzassinations, the only records of kid-
napings kept prior 1o AMay 1967 were kidnapings of gov-
ernment officials; in light of a 1964 study, it is safe to con-
clude that for every government official kidnaped, two
non-government person:s were seized. The GVN reported
to the ICC in 1966 thene kidnaping figures (government and
non-government) {otall: 1962, 10,000;-1963, 7,200; 1964,
10,450; 1965, 11,500, T -
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"PITY'THE'SOVIETTFARMER

There has been a tendency to blame this year's poor showing by
Soviet agriculture almost wholly on the weather. Granted, the
extremes of climatic conditions in the USSR of the past few months
have been the most horrendous of the last quarter century. But
climatic adversities camnot explain why Soviet agriculture which
gets the world's largest inputs of labor (nearly one-third of the
Soviet labor force) and financial investment (over the last 20
years a capital investment of some $600 billion and today about
one-fourth of all investment in buildings, structures and equip-
ment) is unable to meet consumer needs and is gradually trans-
forming the Soviet Union from a grain exporter into a grain
importer. The main message in the attached Backgrounder and
accompanying press reprints is that as long as Soviet agriculture
continues to operate under its present system of collectivization,
as 103% as the Soviet "economic model persists, so long will Soviet
agriculture remain in its present precarious condition.
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PITY THE SOVIET FARMER

Perhaps indicative of Soviet sensitivities about the plight of
agriculture in the USSR is the leadership's preoccupation with
"overtaking the U.S." in farm production. Last November, for
example, Soviet Premier Kosygin told the Supreme Soviet that 'the
general volume of ... agricultural production in the USSR in 1975
will exceed the present level of ... agricultural production in
the United States." However, the way things are going at the moment,
the Soviet Union looks to be unable to overtake its own agricultural
production rate for the next several years --- let alone by 1975.

In the Soviet Union, national Farmers' Day is celebrated on
October 8th. This year in Moscow the weather was gloomy and skies
overcast. It was fitting backdrop for the officially announced
estimates that came over radio and TV to the effect that this year's
grain harvest will come only to about 167 million metric tons.
Officials emphasized that this harvest will be roughly at the
average level for the previous five-year plan. What the officials’
statements ignored was that this year's harvest will fall about 30
to 35 million tons below what their planned target was for this year
and about 25 percent below last year's harvest.

Granted, one of this year's biggest bogeys has been the weather.
First, winterkill damaged about 10 percent of the winter crop. Next,
scorching weather cut sharply into the harvest of the breadbasket of
European Russia as that area went through its hottest, driest summer
in 26 years. Finally, harvesters in the late-grain-ripening areas
of Siberia were faced with a cold, wet autumn harvest season and a
race against frost to get the grain cut. Chances are that because
of extreme dampness and the slim possibility of fully drying the
grain, the Siberian area crops will have an unusually high spoilage
rate. Thus, despite official forecasts of a healthy 167 million

ton intake, the tonnage of actually useable grain will be something
far below that figure.

Even though climatic conditions this year have again exposed
the fragility of Soviet agriculture, weather cannot be blamed for
most of the ills that continually plague that sector of the economy.
Weather does not account for irrational planning practices, tractor
and tractor parts shortages, the insufficiency of combines for
harvesting, inadequate storage facilities, and the ever-too-low
fertilizer input. Bad rural roads and lack of adequate transport
continue to hamper both fertilizer delivery and grain collection.
All this in spite of the enormous investments that have been poured
into agriculture, particularly during the current five-year plan.
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Agriculture is probably the saddest victim of the Soviet penchant
for forcing growth by heavy doses of investment aimed at increasing
the quantity of production as quickly as possible without regard to
efficiency or quality. In fact, there is nothing that sheds more
light on the use of resources under the "Soviet economic model" than
an analysis of its agricultural methods. Soviet investments in
agriculture (using American prices at 1970 purchasing power) were over
$50 billion in 1956-1960, over $270 billion during the 1960's, and
are scheduled to surpass $260 billion during the current five-year
plan. In other words, during the course of 20 years agriculture will
have received close to $600 billion in capital funds. This figure
does not include investments in farm supply industries such as
chemicals or highways or central warehouses. This extremely high

cost of Soviet agriculture goes far beyond the subsidizations pre-
valent in any Western country.,*

In addition to the tremendous capital fund investment that Soviet
agriculture has been getting, the farm sector now gets about one-
fourth of all investment in buildings, structures, and equipment.

And lately, deliveries of fertilizer, spare parts, fuel, and electric
power from industry have been increasing. But despite all this
attention, the farm sector cannot keep up with demands arising from

- new consumer programs and Soviet grain buyers have again been forced
to scrape the barrel for imports from the Americas, Canada, and
Western Europe.

Mist experts stress that Soviet agricultural returns would be

greater if investments were made in intensive improvement --- in
quality, in technology, in skilled labor, in yield per acre and
weight per animal --- rather than as is being done in more con-

struction, more acres, and more head of livestock. But Mr.

Brezhnev has put his money on gross expansion. Yet today, in spite

of some expansion, agriculture continues to be the weakest and least
productive sector of the Soviet economy and its huge collective and

state farms, the most poorly managed and inefficient organizational

form in the country. Nearly one-third of the labor force is still

employed on farms and the cost of producing grain and meat is still
far above world market prices. '

During 1971, even with their second largest crop in Soviet
history, the USSR was forced to buy heavily on world markets. At
this writing, purchases of grain from Western markets for delivery
in 1972 and 1973 are over 27 million metric tons (valued at $1.8
billion) and can be expected to increase. Payments must be in hard

*In the United States, for example, agriculture in 1970 invested
$5.8 billion. Capital stock at the end of 1970 was valued at $66
billion after depreciation and at $145 billion undepreciated.
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currency and will not be offset by Soviet grain exports which bring
in either soft currency from East BEuropean clients or practically
nothing, as in the case of Cuba or Bangladesh.

The forecast is that in the short run the Soviet Union will be
able to finance its foreign grain purchases without trouble through
gold sales and cutting back on other hard currency imports. But in
the longer run, when payments of principal and interest begin to

fall due, the chronic Soviet trade imbalance with hard-currency
trade partners will become ever more severe. Western experts say it
is highly questionable whether the Soviet Union will be able to
recover soon or fully from its current agricultural setbacks.
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" erations inBwhat has been por-

Soviet Fear Over Harvest ™
- 'Rises as First Snow Falls

-

BY THEODORE SHABAD

in front of potato stores as &
result of press reports that an
unusually hot summer has re-
duced the crop in the Moscow
region, & major producer of
potatoes, which-are & staple in
'the Russian diet. . -+ -

The queues have prompted.

Speclal to The New York Times

MOSCOW, Sept. 24—As the
avIc

Union continued to stir politi-
cal cantroversy In the United
States, a néw urgency appeared
to creep into front-page hare
vest reportsin the Soviet press
The whca!; harvest is only
one-third completed in somé
key areas, but the first snow
of the season was reported
from northern Kazakhstan, one
of the pringipal theaters of op-

trayed h(}re' as the “battle for
grain,” ¥ o ~

Press rgports painting a cha-
otic situation in the Urals, Si-
beria and Kazakhstan have
been the sole source of infor-:
mation. ot the harvest for
Western néwsmen because So-'
viet authorjties have prevented
them from: traveling to the
areas for a first-hand appraisal.

lally approved in the
Soviet Urdion. - ] :
The hagvest Is always page-]

this year] after both a bad
winter anfi summer has struck,
many ngwspaper readers as
unusual, :

The corftinual exhortations to
farmers fo get the crop in,
icombined| with the travel ban
imposed Jon newsmen, has
been intefpreted as an indica~
tion that fthis year's crop may
be poor Indeed. Western esti-
mates haje ranged 10 to 20
per ccnt Relow the year's goal
of 190 miljion tons, but no offi-
clal data jhave heen published
so far. . '

The impjact of the presumed
small wheat crop has not yet
been felt §y the consumer, with'
flour, a good crop- indicator,

stilf plentiful in Moscow siores.
have been forming|

officials td go on television
with appeas ‘against hoarding
and With a surances that extre
shipments |of potatoes from.
Byelorussia| and the Baltic re-,

ipublics  wi}l rrovide enough
ipotatoes fof all, . .
| “Therc arp some Muscovites,”
‘Deputy Mator Leonid V. Deri:
Ibin told television viewers. re-
lcently, “whb despite the obvl-
ous facts s§ill believe the cap-
ital will rug short of potatoes
and now .sqck to stash away
‘thelr own sypply.”
Asserting | that such

anlc

buying waq “totally unjusti-
fied,” Mr. [Deribin “said that
.Government} storage facilitics

iwere far supprior to those avail
able in Mosgow homes and he

warned bulkk purchasers of.
spoilage. . .

The first [snow from Kazas
khstan was geported in Pravda,

the: Communl|st party daily, un-
der the headfine “Time is press~
iing the graif] farmer.” ‘

atch from Tselinograd, in the
ﬁeart of the Kazakhstan wheat
lands, said: o

“We are in the last 10 days
of September—that says every-
thing. And the first snow
ishould be a stern warning.”
"The report depicted misman-
agement and poor organiza-
on, with wet wheat being
gathered under drizzly skies
and being refused by grain ele-
vators lacking the necessa
drying equipment. Althoug
thousands of trucks from cities
have been commendeered for

-
P

ithe grain areas, more appeared
ito ‘be needed. |
{ Pravda sald that the Chelya-
‘binst. region, with ‘a commit.
ment to deliver about one mil-
lion tons of grain to the Gov.
ernment, had met only 30 per
tent of its goal so far. :
“A large Part of the crop is
stil] in the ficlds or is waiting
to be threshed,” Pravda said.
Under the Soviet system af
agriculture, collective and state
farms dre expencted to deliver

for marketing through Govern-
‘ment channels. The rest of, the
crop may be retained by the
farm_s for thelr own needs, In-
cluding livestock feed and seed
stocks. This rear’n delivery
quota iy 78 miilt

fixed quotas to state agencies’

on tons out of

Alluding th the lateness of] the planned harvest of 199

| All travel tg' foreigners must

' WASHINGTON POST
~ 20 September 1972

Bad Harvest Threatens Soviet liconomy

CPYRGHT " Croj) Sabomge(i by Nature, Bungling, Inefficiency

the reaping and threshing began a few

CPYRGHT

Y T

'3 :
“Thi§ sumner hos been capri-

',,I clous and difficult,” ]
: 1y —Pravda

By Nobert G. Kaiser

Whshingtnn Posl Faretan Sarvirs

MOSCOW, Sept 10—For milllons of:

‘weeks with exhortallons to bring in a
good crop. Television repeats the mes-
rage, "Don’t lose a sinitle stalk, a single
RTainl"” Pravda’s main headline urged
the other day.

Tens of thousantls of mrdinary citi

Russians, {rom Leonid Brezhnev to a
Muscnvilr,&., with a few apple trees
arbuhd hl&i sttburban dacha, this has
‘heen a lobsy month., The fall harvest,
one of the biguest events in the year
for the Sovict Unioen, has heen poor.
“The consequences of jts failures will
be felt all vear,

I Is difficult for Americans to imag-
fne the sienificonee of the harvest in
Soviet life, Juduing hy the press, it

has heeApproved horReleas

of the nation's leaders for some time.

zens are pressed into duty“{p help with
Ahe hrvest. Thousands of teucks and
boxcafs are diveried from their normal
work
fields,

The] exhortations are serious. So is
the eftensive reparting in the Soviet
press ghoul. mistakes, had management
and eden thievery that have hindered
the hdrvest. But the major prohlem
this ygar was not mismanatenent or

ve heen. This year nature sab-

viel newspapers have bheen fitled for ,

o help move the crop from the

2 1199D/09/02+. GIARDR (19:01

weeks ago,

. The vamidicalions of an inadequate

harvest are vast. They berin with the
rloamy look on the face of A Saturday
gardener in a village near Moscow wha

dug up his polato pateh last weekend,
Tle found that a stingy mother nature
Jhad Cgiven hhm a small harvest of

shruqk(-n. wnappefizine spuds, -

2. In Moscow's Central Xar-,
ket, where farmers sell the

" prottuce from their private

plots of land, prices hava
shot up, Cauliflower that
cost about 80 cents a pound
(at the inflaled official ex-
change rate) a year ago now

1945000800450867% 3"

Lettuce Is rare and selling

Dbttt o

arvest, long hefore

7 P
CE N L A T Bt S o Y A

notind,
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. In state shopa, some limits
hava heen imposed on the
quantily of potatoes each
customer can huy at one.
time, Lines for polatocs—a
ataple in the slarchy Russlan
dlioteware enmmon, and the
potatoes themselves are
small, :

The situation fn the provs:

fnces ts undoubtedly worse,,
because Moscow has  the;
highest prineity in the coun.

‘try for concumer goods of

all kinds. For example, Mos-
cow's butcher shops alwavs;
‘have meat to scll, but the
‘state stores in some small
towns haven't snld fresh
meat for flve. years. (Such
towns get their meat from
farmers" markels. DPrivate
plots produce more than a
third of the fond caten in
the Soviet Union.) '

Bread Waste

Officinls have assured the
publiec several times that
there is no cause to fear a
bread shortage, hut the press
has also earricd articles
eriticizing prople who waste
bread.

‘The government has al-
ready laken sleps to assure
the bread supply by con-
tracting for vast quantitics
of forelzn wheat, maostly
Amcrlc:ﬁn and Canadian. By
Western:estimate, the Soviet
Union will spend $1.5 hillion
or more on foreign prain
purchases. AL this level, the
poor harvest hecomes an im-

poriant factor for the entire

Sovict economy,

The Soviet Union aperates
on a five.year plan whose
parts are all inferconnected.
The plan for this year fove-
saw production of ahout. 190
million Yong of grain. West.
ern experts here prediet the
harvest will be 20 (o 20 mil-
Hon tons short of that goal,

- Western scholars assume
that the five-year plan doecs
not allow much margin for
error, When a crucial factor

like the harvest falls so far
below expectations, adjpust.
ments theoughout the ccon-
omy are probahly inevilable.

The first of these may
come in the hard currency
budret. It the Soviets do
spend more than $1.5 billion
for grain this year, far more
than they had planned, they
will have to cut back other
purchascs of forcign foods,
or perhaps scll off some of
their vast gold reserves.

(The Soviet ruble is a

“soft" currency — it isn't
traded on international
money markets, and \West.
ern businessmen won't ac-
eept it).
. The principal product the
Soviet Union now secks
dbroad is modern technol
ofy. S0 a bad harvest can
hinder the modernization of
this epuntry’s enormous bhut
uncompelilive cconomy,
thourh this may be the sin.
gle most Important goal that
the Soviet leaders have set
for themselves.

Brezhnev  and  his  col.

leagues mav well feel that
this is an undeserved trick
of fate. Their plan was not
unreasonable, assuming rel-
atively normal weather. But
the weather here has heen
wildly abnormal sinee last
winter, and it has frustrated
the country's farmers in al
most every imarginable way.
. First the weather was dry
and -extremely cold. The
winter wheat harvest was
unsucecessful. The pground
was dry when planted, and
got drier as July and August
became months of drought,
Then, when the harvest
began, heavy rains In many
sections ruined much of the
crop.

Leap Year

Even relatively carefree
crops, like apples, did poorly
this year. One Museovite re-
ports that his friend’s little
?rchard in  the country
'didn't produce a single

apple, not one.” This same
man explained the bad
weather with a typical piece
of Russian folk wisdom:
"It's a leap year — leap
years are always bad."

If nalure was the princl-
‘pal cause of the poor har-
vest, it was not alone. The
Soviet press has provided
abundant, vivid. examples of
agricultural mismanagement
anl malfeasance In recent
wecks.

The reporis detail cases of
had maintenance of machin.
ery, inefficient allocation of
resnurces, lack of offielal

foresight - and imagination.

“In the Sverdivsk adminis-
trative district,” Pravda re-
poried, “there is a good crop
of potatees, bul they can't
be harvested properly —

there aren’t enough sacks to

hold  them. The district
needs three million sacks,
but has been promised only.
£00,000.” ] .

In another report, Pravda
disclosed: "In the Ukraine,
gain  clevalors' capacities
are smaller than the amount
of grain harvested in some
distriets . . . Thousands of
railroad freight cars are not
fit for the transportalion of
grain ... ” In one scction of
wheal-growing  Kazakhs(an,
the newspaper “Rural Life”
reported, "more than 500
trucks have not bheen re-
paired on local farms. The
local repair shop has not vet
fixed 70 truck engines sent
{o it last June .. "

At the same time, molor
pools in big cities including
Moscow, were depleted to a
fraction of their normal size,
and thousands of {rucks
were shipped by rail {o help
with thhe harvest—especial-
ly in that same area of Ka.
zakhsian,

One of the biggest scan-
dals of the harvest season
was reported by Komsomol.
skaya Pravda, whose corve-
spondent in Kazakhstan saw
dozens of ntw, 115to0n

trucks parked on a road and

decided to find out why they
‘were not in use. "

Spare Parls

The ‘trucks, he learned,
had heen shipped from the
factory that made them on
flal. cars. They artived to
cheers {from the local popu~
lation, .and men got into
them to drive ‘them off the
{rain. The first one would
not start. Neither would the
second, third, fourth =< or
any of them; apparently,
there were more than 60
trucks, and important parls
had been stolen from every'
one, the paper reporled, al-
though the shipment was
supposed to be -guarded the
entire way.

A local official told the
Journalist that the {trucks
coutd not be repaired, be-
cause the slolen parts were
simply not available in that
part of the country, '

The press has also re.
ported special incentives for
farmers and local trading of-
ficials to gel more potaloes
into the state warchouses.
this year. Farmers are being
offered 5 per cont higher
prices for all potaloes they.
detiver above plan, and pur-
chasing agents are being
tempted to find more pota-
toes to buy with bonuscs of
a full month's salary or
more. )

One subject that the press
has not mentioned Is the So-
viet government's exiensive
purchases of foreign grain,
Nikita Khrushchev, Moscow
taxi drivers will tell you,
squandered Soviet gold on
Canadlan wheat. Perhaps
Khrushchev's successors
don't want to be remem.
hered similarly. Whatever
the reason, the Soviet newy
media have never reportc§
the $750 million grain dea
with the United States, or
Moscow's other graln pur-
chases,
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- Soviet farm lag prods

By Paul Wohl
Written for The Christion Science Monitor

reforms

. - o
by Western experts to be even more severe
than previously anticipated, may catapult
the Soviet Union Into major agricultural
reforms.

Western specialists, who had earlier esti.
mated the Soviet grain harvest at around 170
million tons, Instead of 195'million called for
by the plan, now think the crop may not even
reach 160}n!!llon tons.

They déduced this figure from an article by
Politburo alternate member and Byelorus-
sian Pajty Secretary Pyotr M. Masherov in
Byelorusskaya Pravda of Aug. 19.

Rains, which delayed the harvesting in
Siberia and North Kazakhstan, have daunted
hopes of a late but abundant yield in these
eastern reglons. Heavy frost and snow may
hit the fields before the grain can be brought
ln -]

The sgpply of potatoes, another staple, also
will be vpry tight this year., s

Clmmu' blamed

Officiafly the setback Is attributed to the
vngarie\of the climate, but low farm labgr
productlg ty compounded the unfavorable
wenlher gonditions,

Poor lfbor productivity in the countryside
18 not the fault of the {arm workers. It is
caused by the unwieldy setup of the collective
and stated farms.

Accogiling to economists Michael E, Brad-
ey and M. Gardner Clark, writing in the
spring issue of the British Journal Soviet
Studles, the average size and labor force of
Soviet and American fa.rms compare as
follows:

i

U.s. Collec-, State

' E

farms  tives farms
Acre per farm 351.6 y 26,508 99,578
Workerg per farm 1.9 508 635

Work: on farms as huge as the collective

and stnte farms takes on an Impersonal
charactér. The peasant is no longer inter-
ested In the land, and management becomes
s0- complicated that effective supervision of
labor 1a nearly impossible.
" Soviet farm manapers and economists
have come up with various proposals to
subdlvide and decentralize the large farms.
The most successful and - popular ex-
perimental approach has heen to place a
amall acreage, approximately the size of the
average American farm, in the hands of two
or three families for several years.

Freedom expanded
These "leascholders’ are glven equipment

zveno, or link — have brought encouraging
results wherever they have been tried.

Only a few hundred zvenos have been setup

thus far because Communist dogmatists fear
that they might let in capttalism by the back
door. Butt the zveno system has supporters.
The strongest zveno advocate is Polithuro
member Genady 1. Voronov, formerly pre-
mier of Russla proper.
- In the past, Mr. Voronov’s suggestion to
introduce zvenos on a larger scale has been
overruled. A speech he made two years ago,
championing the zvenos, was published only
in a small provincial journal,

Soon thereafter he lost his position as
premier of the Russian Federation though he
remains a full member of the Politburo.

Recently the idea has again come to the
fore. Its favorable discussion in Pravda and
Izvestia, against the background of this
year’s grain calamity, may point to a larger
application of the zveno system.

‘Russian consumers, meanwhile, are not
expected to feel the present crop failure as
severely as the one of 1963-1964, which
preceded the ouster of former Premier Nikita
S. Krushchev, '

The party and government have boldly
declded to import enough food grain to keep

the public's breadbasket filled, at least in’

metropolitan areas. While the people are

urged not to waste grain, nowhere have they
been admonished to tighten thetr belts.

Another favorable factor is the party
leadership's decision of last year to concen:
trate on meat and dairy farmlng rather than
on field production.

Larger units preferred

Concentration on meat and dairy farming
has the advantage in Soviet conditions that it
lends .itself to production in bigger farm
units, which the Communists prefer

The farm predicament is llkely to come up
at the party Central Committee session that
will precede the meeting of the Supreme
Soviel on Sept. 19. Once again General
Secrctary Leonid I. Brezhnev is expected to
present the main report.

His recent swing through the eastern
territories Indicated concern for the weak
spots of Soviet agriculture: jts extreme
depcndence on the vagaries of the weather,
its immobilization of a huge labor force, and
the buill-in handicaps to labor efficiency and
management.

Solutions sought

It can hardly be expected that Mr Brezh.
nev will scrap all the time-honaored tenects of
Communist agriculture. But he and his

s coApproved £ Relsgs fRosiosio2:
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The big imports of food grains to tide the
Soviet Union over a difficult winter show that
the Kremlin is keenly aware of the possibility
of pulitical repercussions at home.

While these imports may lead to a ralsing
of eyebrows by Moscow's financlal experts,
for the public at large they are a sign that
their leaders are taking practical measures
to cughion the Impact of the crop failure and
that reforms of agricultural policy may be on

the way. *
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;o
. ’ ii By Erlc Bourne
' Special correspondent of
The Christian Scfence Monitor

i Vlmma.

ahy other foctor Insgriculiure.

Czhechoslovakia .nd 21 milllon ferm
workers 25 years ago. Coilectivization niua
intensifled Insustriaiization reduced the
number to about a millon, Another quarter

milllon are expected to leave by the inid-

There are problema down on the form m
tastern Europe as well aa the Soviet UnIon
his year.

Czechoslovakia, whose dally bread anyway
epends iargely on Soviet grain, ond Hun-
ary have both bad small criges of thelr own.
In phivts of Czechoslovakla, continuous rain
torms flaltened crops, with heavy losses,
nmhlncn hogped down in' iiud, and imrvest
orkerdhad to fall buck on m nHY Mowers and
ven nryihm

n wa;n‘ the same In mome of Fun gnrys
ormnllg crop-heavy Trans-Drnublan areas.
hnnks to n July raininll twice that of the
ountry's yenrly average, these areas had
hetr mont difticult harvest of the century,
Gloverninen! apencies hod to mount a
najor rescue operation, Including a ratl-lift,
o move combines and drying units cross-
ountry to stricken reglons, end brlgades of
eekeng helpera from the towns.

Rad yeather invariably exposes the contlsie
ued wenkness of the collectivized farm
organization, It still Is li-equipped to. copn
with such dire emergoncles as the elements
con offer. It atill 18 serlously under-mechu-
nized.

Thus Czechoslovakla, for example, one of
Enastern Burope's industrial leadera, 1s still
tolking of “widespread mechnnlmtion" of
agriculture by 1980-85. k

Now, however, a‘prave new problem loomas
[ever more sharply for these countries. [Mor

centuries thelr larpest work force hos beenon
the Innd. But now they face & shortage of
able-bodied farm labor.

Poatwar  indusirialization and  urban
growth Incrensingly have lured younger foli
to the towns. The bilg state farms and
c¢ollectives have Increasingly been lefl to an
artng ponsantry.

- Thia la a noctaloglenal trend knewn to most
ef the modern world, But in (hr ouce
ot cdominantty agearton countries of Fasbny
iBurope it now s crusing tmore concern Uian

70's.

The average farm workcrs aje nlrcndy
dxceeds 40, In the Czech lunds, 2 pmcenl are
dver 80 years of age.

Mechanizatton hns corhe nowhere neat to
gatching up with this luhm drain.
Two-flfiha of Hungary's cooperatlve mt‘r-l-
rg are ot pomion age. Only 1 In B ol e
icoperative’s new members g aroutd 20
Jwenty-five percent of alt agricultural vooit-
rs are ever 68, compared with only proacent
h industry.

zecent surveys sauzit to discover why o
‘few youn:sters aie Grawn now to farming
hnd how fo improve rural llde in order to
persunde more to ramain there,

Soclologlsts had no dlffh.ulty in pr wldlng
hnswers:

Long, arduous: working houm (hu,inding
b:30 a.m. rising to lend the fainily’s private
plot), disparitles in pny cowparcd wllh

ndustry, Inferlor friuge benefils, and Jack of
bhe amenities and facilities which lndustrial
reas enjoy. o
Though It i3 “neresy” to the mthers.
oungsiers would giadly relinguish the pri.:
ate plots In return for permanent and settled
ash tncomes and the same soclal security’
or agricuiture as fndustry. '
"Moderu village youth no lom’er s pre-
ared to go home smelling of the atable or to
at sandwlches slttlng on o feedbox,'’ the
urvey found. ,

Tt e cducated and hasg been broughl up on
mlcvl‘;ion But long arm hours prevent Tt

iskdng part in amusement and  ecultural
ninnitica the sama s townsfoik Aud loday's
coung villagers,” concluded one ruput "are
cintming the same rights.”” ’

BEast FRuropesan povornr.untn. hnwovcr,
al4il ave focusi»; thelr prioritizg ot industrl.
atization, ! FEEPTEIYItS PRI
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Brezhnev's battle
for bread
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Tarzets have become more realistic
than they were in Khr}xshchcv's day,
The aim for 1971-75 1s an average
vearly grain crop of 195m tons com-
pared with 167.5m tons in the previous
five years. Total agricultural output is
to o up by about 2t per cent over the

The Russian press in recent weeks has
had a wartime look about it. Every-
where there is talk of © winning the
battle.”” Even sober Pravda tries to con-
vey the jexcitement, highlighting dis-
patches f{om its front-line correspon-
dents in Siberia and Kazakhstan, car-
rying articles full of military metaphars
and splashiing pictures of war heroes
and their - assault vehicles. No, not
tanks, combine harvesters: the battle
today is for bread.

This year’s harvest has had to com-
pete against the natural perils of a
frosty winter [ollowed by a very dry
summer, The damage done to the crop
in westerg Russia makes the yield from

the new granaries of Kazakhstan and:

Siberia of vital importance. But, judg-
ing from jts cager shopping for grain,
from thei United States, Canada,
France ang Australia, the government
seems to be preparing for the worst.
The problems of this year’s harvest
are a stage in the protracted battle to
modernise farming, and to put agricul-
ture, which even today employs more
than a quarter of all Russian workers,
on a pag with industry. The struggle
has been poing on for nearly 20 years.
Khrushchev tried to restore the balance
by shock tactics, the magic of maize
and the mass reclamation of virgin
lands. Since he disappeared from the
‘scene the battle has been less spec-
tacular But not less expensive : farming:
is to absorb 21.5 per cent of total
capital investment in the current five-'

vear plas,

same periofl. Or at least that is the
plan, Althoigh Russian farming output
has, rage, been’ rising steadily
over recent| years, the increase im pro-.
s not correspond .to the

This apparently -unbridgable gap:
between wifat goes in and what comes
westérners to suggest two
alternative fourses for Russia’s planners.
that Russia should follow
of nincteenth-century
rely on industrial exports
large part of its food. But

docs not really apply.
Britain, at that time, could afford this
its sale of manufactured

exporting faw materials. Its problem
is not hew to pay for foreign
food but . - increase its own
yicld from

Mr Brefhnev has several times
admitted tjat it will take many five-
year plans Jo overcome the difficulties.
made it plain that the
is not 5o much bread as
grain for [livestock and a resultant
major cxpdnsion in meat and dairy
farming. This is where the deal with
the United [States, with its emphasis on
animal feqd-stuffs, comes in. But
a change |in approach is needed.
Hitherto tHe outside world has pro-
vided Russih with stopgap supplies in
years of bafl harvest. If Russia’s plan-
nees could | pluck up the courage to
accept the hecessity of regular outside

rearing programme would be enlarged
beyond the scepe of present plans.

The second suggestion put out by
westerners is that Russia should ghlft
its farming towards smaller holdings
and more private enterprise. This, too,
is an unlikely devclopment. It is true
that in their recent efforts to boost farm
production the Russians have paid
greater heed td financial incentives.
Prices for farm produce were. raised,
bonuses were introduced and wages
have gone up on both state and
collective farms. But over the past 20°
years the unmistakable trend is away
from smaller units. of production and
private holdings towards larger estates
under closer control. In 1950 there
were some 125,000 collective farms.
By now these have been merged into
93,000 larger units, each {colk_hoz
avoraging 7,400 acres under cultivation.

Despite present troubles and  past
failures, Russia’s agricultural planners
have not altered their ends and hardly
their means. They are still banking on
mote cquipment, more-fertilisers, and
on land improvement and’ a bigger

clectricity supply, ~ to bring them
closer to western levels of productivity.
How far they still have 10 go 1s
reflected in manpower figures. In 1970
no less than 26.4 per cent of the total
Soviet labour force was still employed
in farming ; this was twice the French
and five times the American proportion..
Without a radical change in this pat-
tern, and the plan for 1975 forecasty a
proportion still as high as 23.1 per
cent, Russia will continue to be sgn-.
ously handicapped in its economic race
with the west. Dut this is the long-term
problem. Mr Brezhnev's mind is no
doubt on more immediate issues:
Russia’s last disastrous harvest, in 1963,

Ak
H ] LT

preceded Nikita Khrushchev's fall. .
—
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SOVIET PURCIASE
| ORGRAINFRONUS,
I HAYTOTALBILION

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN

Epecial to The New Yotk Times
WARHINGTON, Aug 9--Tha

ralse Soviet-American trade to
unprecedented heights.,

The forecast was compiled by
Jeading department officials on
‘the basis of recent talks with
private commercial dealers ne-
gotiating with the Russians and
fof reports from Moscow indi-
ieating a bad Soviet harvest this
‘fall,

The spring harvest was called
a “disaster” by many officials
:tmd it was reported from Mos-

Agriculture  Department  estl-
mated today that the Soviet
Unilont would purchase iI‘F»
dollars \vorAhbﬁ\&v#R&i cér
from the United States over the
next 12 months. This would

Ao ad today that Leonid I. Brezh-
, the Soviet Communist
pafty leader, had held a new
Rsus.c v in an eclfort to
sppr the harvest. [Page 9]
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projection of a hillion dollars in
sales goes far beyond the $200-
million in grains that Moscow
'agreed to purchase as part of &
$750-million three-year deal an-
nounced by the White louse on
July 8.

. Department officlals said that
;about $500-million of the biH.
lion-dollar sales would probably
be in wheat. This indicates that
Moscow is anticipating short-
ifalls in Its chief crop, vital to
‘the hread supply that fs g
‘staple of the Soviet diet.

AR -4 40 i80d820

rye, barley, oats and soybeans,

the Agriculture Department egy’
‘mated. S

Department officials said that
an American tompany, Cook
Graing of Memphis, had just
about completed arrangements
for the first sale of soybeans to
the Russians—one million tons,

valued at about $100-million,

- These products are used in
producing animal feed. Soy-
beans In particular arc valued
for their high protein content,
useful for the growth of cattle,
Under the current Soviet five-

011 OO0t plan, Moscow is'

committed to a 25 per cent in-
crease in protein consumption,

A ' 1o
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through an increasa In the
amount of meat and dairy prod-
ucts in the Sovict diet,
Inbalance of Trade

The large sales to the Soviet
Union will cause a severe Im-
balance in trade between the
two countrics. Last year, the
United States exported about
£125-million to the Soviet
Union and imported about hal{

that amount. The disproportion:

will grow with the extensive ag-
ricultural purchoses as well as
with a step-up in Soviet pur-

chases of American industrlal
equipment for a truck factory

—on the Kama River

Bacause of this anticipated
trade imbalance, Moscow will
have to find ways of paying for
its purchases. Under the origi-
nat  $750-million  three.year
deal, the Administration,
through the Commodity Credit
Corporation, had agreed to ex-
tend a maximum of $500-mil-
lion in credit, !

As};ricul(ure Department of-
ficials sald that the additional
purchases would be pald for
“privately,” meaning, in most
cascs, by cash. - S

Gold Sales Posslble

Soma officials here believe

that the Russians maf& have to

scil gold on the world market
to cover the heavy apricultural

purchases. .

1t is believed that under the
terms of the deals, some of the
farm products will be delivered
by third-country ships and the
rest by Soviet and American
ships.

The Russians, aware of the
‘trade imbalance, have bee
sceking to persuade the Unite
States to participate in joint
efforts to exploit the untapped
.oil, gas and mectal resources of
Siberia.

This was a major topic dis-
cussed by Commerce Sccretary
Peter G. Pcterson and Mr,
Brezhnev when they met two
weeks ago in the Soviet Union,

Mr. Peterson was there as

head of the American delepa.
tion to the first scssion of the
newly created Sovict-Americany
commercial commission, ‘S

So far, American companles
have cxpressed an interest in
such joint wventures, . but the
Government has been wary of)
A drain on Government credits
that would be needed for such
large undertakings.

The Soviet Union would
probably be able to sell lts
products more successfully if
the United States if a trade
agreement s siphed and It re-
‘celves regular tariff treatment.
But such an sccord has been
help up pending resolution of

the lend-lcase negotlations to
«ntt H 2
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Disaster u

By Murray Seeger

Los Angeles Times

- MOSCOW-—Revelations  of
new Rraln pUrchascs an
¢pmestic indlcators here sug-
gest that the Soviet Unlen is
facing a disastrous agricul-
tural ycar this year, .
. “It sppears that thelr crop
losses will be phenomenal,”,
one analyst observed. !
Other observers noted that
the countzy’'s crop problems
started during the winter
when there was little snow to
nourish , the winter wheat
crop. The summer growing,
scason Was scen record tempe-|
ratures and a drought.
“Their? grain is ripening all|
at the same time,” one expert|
isald, “Usually, they move their
!machines from the south to
ithe north and east as the crop
idevelops. This year, it has
!come on all at the same time
;}nnd they cannot follow thelr
‘schedales.”
: Last weck, the offleial press
revealed that Communist
Party leader Leonid Brezhnev
-held an unusual mecting of
the party Central Committee,
‘agricultural officials and Im-
portant editors to discuss the

[

sxperts Say Soviels Face

1 Grain Harvest

World War IT debts.

CPYRGHT

grain harvest,

Editors Included

Although the substance of
meeting has not been dis-
clpsed, dlplomatic observers
sald the unususl inclusion of
editors in such a mecting sug-
gdsted that the party was pre.
pdring to tell the public of a
mpjor short fall in the 1072
fafm output. .
. Poviet authoritles admit
they do not have enough mod.
ein harvesting equipment to
mpet their annual needs, The
ndwspaper ‘Rural Life re-
pdrtcd Inst weck that 21,000
trlicks were belng sent to the
Altal” region -In southwestern
Rhssia to help bring In the
lokal harvest. .
“The harvest front is speed-
transferring to the east of

country,” the newspapet
d. “Tho fate of the crop of!

Ithough Russia has often:
had major crop failures in the!
e 1972 problem is espe-'

‘have been sold to the Soviot

.| United States

‘and government leaders have'

been conducling & campaign
to inecrease the supply of meat
to the people.

The grain purchases outside
the country must therefore in-
clude more expensive fodder
grains as well as bread grains
in order for tho leaders to
Ieep thelr promise of a better
diet for the people. -

Butcher Cattlo

An alternative to spending
valuable hard currency or
gold for grain would be to
butcher the nation's new de.
veloping cattle herds prema-
turely. )

“I don't think they are pre-
pared politicaily to do that,”
one Western observer sald,

It was reported earlier this
moxnth that the Soviet Unlon
{has decided to buy about 10
_million tons of wheat and 4
million tons'of feed graing
from the Unlted States for de-
livery next year, ’

One milllon tons of soy.
beans were also belleved to

Unlon. It is estimated that
these purchascs from the

some $900 million. The Sovlcts"
were granted the right to buy
as much as $500 milllon worth|
on three-year loans at 834 per
cent intcrest, .
Sales now belng arranged
are expected to be largely for
cash since it would otherwise
use up in one year all the
credit made avallable by the
U.S. Commodity Credit Corp.)
The soybean sale must be for
cash,
In addition to the purchgses
from the United States, it Wwas.
learned here, the Russiang
have recently completed. a
grain purchase deal with
France and trled unsuccesgs.
fully to make a big buygfn;
Canada. - .
Canadian officials sald they
were approached by Saviet
grain buyers twice in recent
weeks but had to turn dgwn
the bids because Canpda's
ports are operating at caﬁtltyz

to deliver a current contract
to Russia for 5.2 million fons
of grain worth $330 million;
cash. ! ;

The French deal is for 1 mils,
lion tons, half wheat and halt

|

barley, to be delivered in the!
coming year. : ,
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SHORT SUBJECTS

SOVIET- DANISH MISUNDERSTANDINGS

The last member of the Soviet Embassy's unwelcome trio finally
departed as Anatoliy A. Lobanov, one of three Soviet diplomats whose
recall the Danish govermment suggested in April, left Denmark on
31 August. The three diplomats in question First Secretary Lobanov,
Third Secretary Anatoliy N. Illarionov and Attache Mikhail K.

Makarov, were charged with committing actions incompatible with their
status.

On 7 April the Danish Foreign Ministry informed the Soviet
Ambassador Nikolai G. Egorychev that the Danish government would not
expel the free-wheeling 'diplomats'' if they would quietly leave the
.country. The Soviet Ambassador rejected all allegations of wrong-

doing on their part and none of the accused diplomats made any
apparent move to leave his post.

But what the three had been up to is well documented in the
Danish press. Makarov attempted to bribe a member of the Danish
Folketing (parliament), known for his anti-European community
views by offering to underwrite the expense of publishing and
distribution of an anti-Common Market pamphlet. Makarov also tried
unsuccessfully to buy an Asian Embassy's diplomatic code; his fellow
diplomat, presumably Illarionov, posing as a Latin American, then
.offered the Asian diplomat ten thousand kroner for the code. All
this unwanted publicity forced the two men to leave during the summer.
Lobanov remained in Copenhagen and the Soviet Ambassador indicated
that he had no intention of ordering Lobanov's departure. But
parliamentary inquiry to the Danish Foreign Minister concerning
Lobanov's status seems to have precipitated his overdue departure:
Five months after the fact, the last of the miscreants left the
Danish scene. Ambassador Egorychev remains behind to handle another
"misunderstanding' in Danish-Soviet relations.

The latest incident occurred in early September when a Danish
-fishing trawler in international waters picked up a Russian trying
to flee across the Baltic to Sweden. Shortly after the rescue an
armed Soviet naval vessel came alongside the Danish trawler which was
then boarded by pistol carrying Soviet sailors. The hapless Russian
was forced to leave his retuge. The Danish Foreign Ministry says

it is investigating the incident and intends to officially protest
to the Soviet Union.
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MOSCOW BLENDS 'INTO THE LOCAL SCENE

, An unusual story has filtered out of Burma -- one which
Moscow's TASS correspondent there would not file to his hometown
newspaper. The story concerns TASS correspondent Yuriy Grigoriev's
conversion to Buddhism. According to several newspaper accounts
Grigoriev, a thirty-three-year-old newsman, returned to Burma for
the second time in October 1971 as a correspondent of the official
Soviet news agency TASS. In April of this year Grigoriev was
ordained a Buddhist monk, assumed a Burmese name for himself and
his wife and daughter who also became converts. One of the more
intriguing aspects of this story is that Grigoriev's conversion
ceremony was attended by various members of the Soviet embassy, an
uncommon official blessing at best. One might surmise that Moscow
had given its approval for its own political reasons. The
Vientiane newspaper Xat Lao viewed the episode with due skepticism.
"As is well known most Soviet diplomats and news correspondents
assigned to perform duties abroad are members of the commmist
party who do not believe in God. The ideals of the commnist party
1s their religion. Therefore, there have been doubts whether
Grigoriev had resigned from the party before he became a Buddhist
monk; whether he really had faith in Buddhism; whether he just wants

to serve propaganda purposes; whether he wants to spy; or whether
he wants to destroy Buddhism."
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