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HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE SOVIET CONSTITUTION

1. The establishment of a Committee for Human Rights in any
country save the USSR (and probably Communist China) might almost
go unnoticed. But the Soviet Human Rights Committee formed in
November by Dr. Andrei Sakharov and his two scientist colleagues
is remarkable enough to warrant publicity and appropriate commentary.
In discussing or writing about this new Human Rights Committee,
assets should be urged to stress its complete legality within the
Soviet system ("a creative association acting in accordance with
the laws of the state') and therefore, its faithful adherence to
the dictum on socialist legality according to Brezhnev ("'everyone
must obey the laws without regard to position, grade or rank').

Any repressive action taken, or even threatened, against the committee

members would merely expose the Soviet leadership to additional
ridicule. 1In fact, the stated principles of the committee are so

aptly and carefully phrased as to indicate that official condemnation

of the comittee would be practically unimaginable.

2. Concerning the existence of and the crying need for this
new Committee for Human Rights, what we want to encourage most of
all is commentary from the left, from the pro-Soviet (or pre-
Czechoslovakia pro-Soviet) sympathizers found primarily among free
world Commmist parties; Communist dissident groups; labor unions,
and other organizations --- particularly those which have any direct
or indirect connections with the United Nations' accredited non-
govermmental organizations. The committee's appeal is addressed
indirectly to the United Nations, the one forum where world opinion
just might carry a little welight with a power-hungry Kremlin. To
stimulate such commentary, local promotional efforts might be
required to focus wider attention on the existence of the Soviet
Committee for Human Rights.

3. Because of the legalistic care with which they were
composed, the committee's stated principles make pretty dull read-
ing. See the attached English translation. The establishment of
the committee, however, affords a peg for reviving the two previous
documents with which Andrei Sakharov was concerned -- both of which
are also legalistically proper --: Sakharov's essay of June 1968,

"Thoughts on Progress, Peaceful Coexistence and Intellectual Freedom,"
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE SOVIET CONSTITUTION

A New Soviet Constitution; Is the Issue
Dead or Imminent?

Next January marks the twelfth year since former Premier
Nikita Khrushchev told the 2lst Party Congress that the time
was ripe for making changes and additions to the Constitution
of the USSR. While no draft of any new Constitution has
appeared, a 97-member Constitutional Commission, whose members
are all deputies to the Supreme Soviet, has been at work off
and on for the past decade. The Commission was originally
set up by Khrushchev in 1962 and then reorganized by Party
Secretary Brezhnev after Khrushchev's ouster in 1964. If it
is to continue working, the Commission needs another reorganiza-
tion: some 19 of its members have either died, been demoted,
or lost out in this year's elections. However, another reorgani-
zation of the Constitutional Commission would only underline the
government's procrastination in the drafting of the long-awaited
new document.

One way of avoiding publicity for the present leadership's
inefficiency in getting things done, would be to publish a draft
for a new Constitution at an early date. This presupposes that
the various factions in the leadership will have been able to
work out a compromise document. Disagreement over basic provisions
is undoubtedly what has held up the draft. Over four years ago
the draft had apparently jelled sufficiently for Brezhmev to
prophesy the adoption of a new Constitution during the 1967 50th
anniversary celebrations. In a June 1966 pre-election speech,
Brezhnev said: "All the best that the practice of state construc-
tion has given our country must be implemented in the new
Constitution of the USSR, which will crown the majestic half-
century road of our country.'" This statement, carried in Pravda,
was censored out of the text of Brezhnev's electoral speech when
it was later published in the two-volume edition of Brezhnev's Works.

In this year's election campaign speeches, Brezhnev did not
mention any Constitution. Instead, he concentrated on the need
for well-written laws 'which constitute an intimate, stable and
correct expression of the processes taking place in our society"
and that "everybody must obey without regard to position, grade,
or rank.'" His statements reflect the leadership's dissatisfaction
with the undetected and unpunished corruption and bureaucratic in-
effectiveness widespread throughout the Soviet system. They also
reflect the leadership's concern over growing disrespect for
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Soviet laws, both among the general public and in the ranks of
Soviet officialdom. In a regime which officially scoffs at the
concept of the 'rule of law,'" the anomaly of the role of law

is as unsolvable a dilemma for the present leadership as it
was for all their predecessors.

Thus far, the only change following the 1970 elections has
been just another step backward and closer to the ''plamned,
controlled justice'" of Stalin's day with the revival of the old
USSR Ministry of Justice (and thereby, similar ministries in each
Republic). On the surface at least, the Constitution appears
a dead issue. It would seem that the consensus prevails that
there is no need at the present time to replace the old Stalin |
Constitution of 1936 which, according to Moscow's own admission.
is inadequate even for 'building communism.' The conservatives
among the leadership stand to gain little from a new Constitution
since it would represent a step forward along the path of ''the
further development of socialist democracy' in the USSR. And
this is the path that would threaten their present status. Events
in Czechoslovakia in early 1968 must have been a godsend to the
conservatives in strengthening their arguments against whatever
progressive steps might by then have been proposed by the Constitutional
Commission.

The 1970 pre-election speeches reflected what appear to be
serious differences among the leadership about the further develop-
ment of Soviet ''socialist democracy' and the degree of repression
by the KGB compatible with this development. President Nikolai
Podgorny was consistent in his advocacy of building 'socialist
democracy" by means of extending the powers and functions of the
"'system of soviets' as the most representative power groups in the
USSR. KGB Chief Yuriy Andropov was just as consistent in his
intimations that any substantial growth of 'socialist democracy"
in the USSR would merely dilute the powers of the Soviet state
and negate the effective functioning of the KGB. And so it would.
Brezhnev, while careful to avoid statements that might be open to
interpretation as indicating differences of opinion, tended to
side with Andropov; a truly 'new'" Constitution would seem incompatible
with such thinking.

On the other hand, if the present leadership wished to avoid
exposing itself to ridicule --- something it has not done so far ---
this could be an incentive for the Soviet leaders to overcome their
differences and work out some sort of compromise. Unless it is
cancelled again, the 24th Congress of the CPSU will be held in
March next year. The Congress would provide a unique and timely
platform from which to present the draft of a new Constitution.
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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
19 November 1970

Ph@é@é@i@
@peag up
m Russia

By Charlotte Saikowski

Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor

- "Moscow -

The formation here of a Committee for
Human Rights' by three physicists is a
further indication that voices of dissent in
Russia grow more and more emboldened.

The committee includes the eminent
nuclear physicist Andrei D. Sakharov, al-

forthright - pleas for freedom of thought,
-democratization of Soviet society, and So-
viet-American cooperation.

But:a hallmark of this dissent within
Russia — limited in extent, unorganized,
and with virtually no political influence —
is that by and large the dissenters do not
seek the overthrow of the Soviet regime.
Nor do they want the establishment of a
capitalist society.

Their immediate concern is the obser-
vance of citizens’ rights as guaranteed by
the Soviet Constitution.

Aims delineated

The new committee, according to a type-
“written copy of the announcement made
available to the Western press over the
weekend sets these specific aims:

“Consultatxve help” to state governing
bodies in creatmg and applying human
rights guarantees.’

© Assistance to persons studymg theoreti-

society.

aganda of documents dealing with interna-
tional and Soviet law on human rights.

Political observers here are rather aston-
ished by the continued bold efforts of aca-
"demician Sakharov and other leading sci-
entists to challenge some basic policies of
the Soviet Government, )

Presumably because of Dr. Sakharov's
stature as a physicist (he developed the
Soviet hydrogen bomb) the regime does
not appear to have restricted his freedom
of action.

ready widely known in the West for his-

cal aspects of the problem in a socialist

© Legal education, in particular the prop-.

‘Polmcal aims denied

However, it is difficult to believe that the
authorities would allow the commitice to
function above board—even though its prin.
ciples are carefully couched in legal terms.

The founders of the committee, which in-
clude physicists Andrei Tverdokhlebov and
Valery Chalidze, make clear they are not
organizing a pohtxcal group.

The committee is defined as a ‘‘ereative
association’ - that works within Soviet law.

Anyone can join who abides by its prin-.

ciples, but he must not be a member of a
political party or other organization which
seeks to govern the state or of any organiza-
tion whose principles permit participation
in either orthodox political activity or in an
opposition.

_ In its study and. “‘constructive criticism”
of the present state of Soviet legal guar-
antees of freedom of the individual, the com-
mittee states it will be guided by principles
of the Universal Declaratxon of Human
Rights.

Further, it will take into account *‘tradi-
tions’’ that have formed here and the state’s
“practical difficuities” in this field.

In practice, no group of any kind is formed
in the Soviet Union without the sanction
and participation of the Communist Party.
If the regime officially suppresses the newly

formed Committee, its founders would of -

course be in a position to point to this as an
infringement, of civil rights.

Although there is no organized or united
dissent in the Soviet Union, recent years
‘have seen the emergence of a variety of
miniscule . underground groups. One such
unofficial organization was the Action Group
for the Defense of Civil Rights in the
U.S.S.R., which fought government repres-
sions by means of appeals to the United
Nations.

The regime-_ha‘s harshly cracked down on

~such groups, however.

Problem for the regime.

According to the underground Chronicle
‘of Human Events, its members have been’
subjected to arrests, imprisonment, deten-

“tion in mental hospitals or, at least, dis-
missal from their jobs, interrogations and-

harassment. .

When prestigious and needed scientists
are involved, however, it becomes a far-
more-worrisome problem for the regime.

It should be borne in mind of course that
the Soviet physicists, mathematicians, and
others who are speaking out on behalf of
civil rights constitute but a tiny fraction of
the entire scientific intelligentsia. Thousands

.more go about their daily business: without
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participating in open protest or voicing per-
sonal views that conflict with the official
policy.

Even so, the leadershxp is patently irri-
tated " by the growing dissent among the -
scientific community. Last month the party
central committee criticized the Lebedev
Physics Institute, of which Dr. Sakharov is
an associate, for “serious shortcomings” in .
the education of the scientific and technical
intelligentsia.

Without mentioning any names the party
eriticized institute scientists for poor contact
with workers’ collgctives, for pubhshmg few
works on philosophical problems in theé na-
tural sciences, and for not adequately com-
battirig ‘‘unscientific, idealistic conceptions
of bourgeois scientists.” .

v
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Soviet scientists form

civil E‘Eg ks oTouD

By FRANK TAYLOR in Moscow

CPYRGHT

HREE Soviet scientists, including Dr Andrel
Sakharov, * father ” of the Soviet H-bomb, were
reported yesterday to have taken the struggle for
civil liberties in Russia a significant stage further by
forming a committee for human rights.

The -committee’s aims are set forth in a set of prin-
ciples, copies of which reached Western correspondents in
Moscow last night. It is carefully worded and stresses thg

Committee’s  non-political
nature and that it seeks to
work within existing Soviet
law.

The move strengthens gh_e
view that concern for civil
rights in Russia is growing
among intellectuals. |

It follows the open letter by !
Mstislay ~ Rostropovich, ~ the
'‘cellist, in which he criticised
official control over the arts and
literature, the trial. of Andrei
Amalrik, the author, and the
- trial of Dr Revolt Pimenov, a
mathematician.

Dr Sakharov, 49, led a camr
paign of protest last June against
the detention in a mental clinic
of a fellow-scientist.

But his decision to help found
the committee means that one
of the muost distinguished of
Russian scientists has joined the
broader struggle for basic
human rights as a whole.

Interest growing

The preamble to the commit-
tee’s principles declares that:
“The problem of the mainten-
ance of human rights is impor-
tant for the creation of favou}'-
able conditions = for . people’s
lives, the consolidation of peace
and the development of mutual
understanding.”

It * notes the growth in recent
years among Soviet citizens of
an interest in this field” and
expresses “ satisfaction with suc
cesses achieved .in: the Soviet
Union since 1953 " in this area.

Stalin died in 1953.

The committee says it wants
to co-operate “on a consultative

| they procced from the principles

. not pursue the goal of bringing

raised by the action of the thrce
- is—how they intend to publicise

basis ” with further eflorts by
the State in creating guarantees
for the defence of rights,
“ taking into account the specific |
character of the problem in t-e |
conditions of the socialisl system °
and the specilic character of
Soviet traditions in this field.”

In its set of principles, the i
committee describes itself as a
“ crealive association acting in
accordance with the laws of the
State.”

No member of the commiltce
can be a member of a political
party or of organisations which
allow participation in orthodox
or oppositional activity.”

Legal education

The committee also sets out
to promote legal education and,
in particular, the dissemination
of documents on international
and Soviet law on human rights.

The set of principles ends:
“The committee is prepared for
creative contacts with public and
scientific  organisations,  with
international non-governmental
organisations, if in their activities

of the United Nations and do

harm to the Soviet Unioa.”

Dr . Sakharov’s signature is
followed by those of Andrei
Tvyordokhlebov and Valery
Chalidze, who are both physicists.

The question immcdiately

the committee in order to get
members?
. Because all information media
in Russia are Government-con-
trolled they must rely, intern-
ally at least, on word of mouth
and on the circulation of type-
written copies of the principles.
Many Russians rely on foreign
radio broadcasts for acquiring
news which is either suppressed
or disregarded by the controlled ;
Soviet Press, radio and tele-
vision, ‘ C
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3 INRUSSIA HOVE.
0 DEFEHD RIGHTS

Sakharov Among Physicists
Who Establi;h Committee
_on Personal Freedom

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
‘Special 1o The New York Times
MOSCOW, Nov. 15 — Dr.

Boris B. Vail, a worker in a
Kiev puppet theater, were found
guilty of slandering the Soviet
state, The nine scientists said
that the two men hed com-
mitted no crime In exchanging
information that they had in
their possession.

Writings Printed Abroad

Dr. -Sakharov, 49 years. old,
has emerged in recent years
as a leading advocate of free
speech in the Soviet Union. His
writings have been printed
abroad and he has protested
against- the detention and sen-

Andret D. Sakharov, a prom-
inent nuclear physicist, and
two of his colleagues have
formed a Committee for Human
Rights to seek ways of guar-
anteeing personal freedom in
the Soviet Union. i

A statement of principles,
signed by Dr. Sakharov, Andrei
N. Tverdokhlebov and Valery
N. Chalidze, was made avail-
able to western correspon-
dents today.

The principles appeared to
have been composed to avoid
direct criticism of the govern-
ment, possibly because it is a
a crime under Soviet law to
belong to an “anti-Soviet organ-
ization.” In fact, the sponsors
seem to offer a hand of friend-
‘Iship to the authorities.

The Only Legal Party

But the rules of membership
outlined by the three men
flatly state that only those
who “are not members of a
political party” may join. This
would rule out members of
the Communist party, the only

legal political party in the
Soviet Union.

The three physicists were
joined by six other scientists,
including Mikhail A. Leontovich,
a leading theoretical physicist,
in making public a letter pro-
testing last month’s sentencing
of a Leningrad mathematician,
Revolt I. Pimenov, to five years
of Siberian exile. The letter
was addressed to the Supreme
Court of the Russian Federa-

- tencing of deveral people who

have been cpnvicted or sent to
psychiatric hospitals for views
critical of Spviet society.
Because of his political activ-
ity, Dr. Sakparov, a creator of
the Soviet hydrogen bomb, has
been barred| from working on
security prgjects, his friends
say. He is fYelieved to be still
associated with the Lebedev
Physics InstJtute in Moscow—
the Soviet Ynion’s most pres-
tigious physks institute—which
recently wag criticized by the
Central Comhittee of the Com-
munist party
discipline.
The Sovie
permit the fi

authorities do not
rmation of groups
over which fthey do not have
control. Argicle 126 of the
Saviet: Consfitution says that
Soviet citizehs are guaranteed
the right to |form public orga-
nizations, bjit adds that the

Communist garty “is the lead-!

ing core of &l organizations of
th working geople both public
and state.”

Article 72
Federation’s | criminal
makes it a |serious crime to
participate if “an anti-Soviet
organization.]' It does not state
what constitdtes such a body.

.. Peace and| Understanding

of the Russian

for lax ideological|

code .

tion.

The princi
harov’s comn
problem of &
human rights
the creation
ditions for j
consolidation
development
standing.”

The

satisfaction

stafe

ples of Dr. Sak-
hittee said:

is important for
pof favorable con-
eople’s lives, the
of peace and the
of mutual undér-

ment  expressed

“The,

fe maintenance of . !
" three physicists plan to recruit

_ kindly to the idea.

with __what  §+

fernrTet——STTTESSeT Jeneved o
the Soviet Union since Stalin’s
death in 1953, and said that
the committee wanted *“to co-
operate on a consultative basis
with the further offorts of the
state In the creation of the
guarantees for the defense of
rights, taking into account the
specific character of the preb-
lem in the conditions of the
sqcialist - system and  the
specific character of Soviet
traditions in this field.”

.The group said that members]
of the committee could not. be
those who are members of a
political party “or other or-

ganizations claiming participa-
tion in governmental manage-
ment.” Tt also ruled out those
who belong to organizations:
“yvho_se principles allow parti-
cipation in orthodox or opposi-
tion political activity.”
Cooperation With the State

It waid that the goals of the

committee included
tion with organs of state power
in the field of the creation and
carrying out of guarantees of
human rights, either at the in-,
itiative of the committee or the,
initiative of interested organs
of power.” .
. The group further said that
it would assist those cnncerned
with research into human rights
and “the specific character of
this problem in the socialist
society.” It promised “construc-
tive criticism of the contem-
porary congditions of the system
of legal rights of personal free-
dom in Soviet law.” This ¢ritic-
sim, it said, would be guided
not only by the general prin-
ciples of the United Nations
Declaration on Human Rights,
but also by “the specific char-
acter of Soviet law” and *“the
complicated traditions and real
difficulties of the state in this
area.”

The three physicists said that
they were %)repared for contacts
with nonofficial foreign organi-
zations so long as “they
proceed from the principles o
the United Nations and do not
pursye the goal of bringing
harm to the Soviet Union.”

It is not known how the

members, but it is unlikely that
the Soviet authorities will take

In May, 1969, a group of 15
political dissidents formed an
organization called the Initia-
tive Group for the Defense of
Civil Rights in the Soviet

“coopera-|.

was openly critical of the So-!
viet system and appealed to
the , United Nations Human!
Rights Commission for help in:
stopping the arrests of dis-.
sidents. ) h
The United Nations took no!

-action and many members of

the group have since been ar-[
rested. ‘ ‘
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PRINCIPLES OF THE COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

"Proceeding from the conviction that the problem of the maintenance of human
rights is important for the creation of favorable conditions for proples' lives,
and that the consolidation of peace and the development of mutuel understanding
is an inalienable area of contemporary culture;

"Seeking to cooperate with international efforts to propagate the idea of
human rights and the search for constructive methods of maintaining rights;

"Noting the growing interest in this field of culture in recent years among
Soviet citizens;

"Expressing satisfaction with successes achieved in the Soviet Union since
1955 in this field of law and seeking to cooperate on a consultative basis with
the further efforts of the State in the creation of guarantees for the defense of
rights, taking into account the specific character of the problem in the conditions
of a Socialist system and the specific character of Soviet traditions in this field,
A. D. Sakharov, A. N. Tverdokhlebov, V. N. Chalidze have decided jointly to
continue their activity in the constructive study of the problem as a Committee for
Human Rights on the basis of the following principles: )

"{. The Committee for Human Rights is & creative association acting in
accordance with the laws of the gtate, the present principles and regulations of the
committee.

">, Members of the committee msy be persons guided, when they act as members
of the committee, by the present principles and regulations, who are neither members
of a political party or other orgenization which claims participation in the management
of the government nor of organizations whose principles allow participation in
orthodox or oppositional politicel aetivity, who do not intend to use their
participation in the committee for politiceld goals.

"3, The goals of activity of the committee are: cooperation with organs
of State power in the field of the creation and application of guarantees of human
rights either at the initiative of the committee or the initiative of interested
organs of power; creative assistance to persons concerned with the constructive

" research of theoretical aspects of the problem of human rights and the study of

the specific aspects of this problem in the socialist society; legal education, in
particular, propagation of the documents of international and Soviet law on human

rights.

"y, In theoretical research and constructive criticism of the contemporary
condition of the system of legal guarantees of personal freedom in Soviet law, the
committee will be guided by the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, will proceed from recognition of the specifics of Soviet law, and will take
into account the complicated traditions and real difficulties of the Stste in this

area.

"5, The committee is prepared for creative contacts with public and scientific
orgenizations and with international non-governmental organizations if in their

(A
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activities they proceed from the principles of the United Nations and do not
pursue the goal of bringing harm to the Soviet Union. '

"Moscow, L NoWember 1970. (signed) Andrei D. Sakharov, And:fe;_i N.
Tvyerdokhlebov, Vale¥y N. Chalidze." ‘
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Blueprint for a Better System
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The Soviets have traditionally found
it difficult to talk realistically about the
faults and failings of their society. In
the past two years, a courageous new
voice has arisen to question the official
pretensions of infallibility. It belongs to
Physicist Andrei Sakharov, 48, a mem-
ber of the Soviet Academy of Sci-
ences, whose own views are believed to
mirror those  of many Russian intel-
lectuals. In 1968 Sakharov wrote a
10,000-word essay, studied with great in-
terest in the West, that called for a rap-
proclement of the capitalist and Com-
munist systems and for greater personal
freedoms in the Soviet Union.

Last week a new Sakharov essay
was circulating in Moscow.* In it, Sa-
kharov warned that unless the Soviet
Union changes drastically, it will be un-
able to solve its grave problems. Citing
such signs as a risc in alcoholism and
drug addiction as symptoms of Russia’s
malaise, Sakharov wrote: “At the end
of the '50s our country was first in the
world to have launched the Sputnik
and send a man into space. At the end
of the '60s we have lost our leadership,
and the Americans have bcecome the
first to land on the moon. Now, at the
start of the ’70s, we see that having
failed to catch up with America, we
lag further and further behind.”

Essential Freedom. Does this prove
the superiority of capitalism over so-
cialism? “Of ‘course not,” declared Sa-
kharov, The ‘problem, as he sees it, is
that the Soviet system is still laboring
under autocratic practices left over from
the Stalin era. Freedom of ideas and in-

formation, he declared, are essential to.

the growth and success of a modern

cconomy. He criticized the present re--

gime's handling of intellectual dissenters,
who seek to reform the Communist sys-
tem from within. As Sakharov asked
in the cssay: “How-can one justify the de-
tention in prisons, camps and psychiatric
clinics of persons who, although in op-
position, act entirely within the frame-
work of law?"” -

kharov proposed a l4-point program
of gradual democratization. It would
begm with such mecasures as the ac-
cessibility of information about the state,
the sale of foreign books and period-
icals, and the creation of a public opin-
ion institute. Eventually his program
would lead to amnesty for political pris-
oners, reform of legal and educational
systems, and dircet elections offering a

- choice of candidates for party and state

posts. Sakharov warned that unless the
Soviet Union moves in this dircction,
it will decline to a second-class power.
“Tightening the screws,” he wrote, will
not solve any problems, “but on the con-
trary will lead the country into a tragic
dead end.”

® It was also signed by two lesser-known schol-
urs, Historian Roy Medvedev and Physicist Val-
entin Turchin, |
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The Rulg of Lawlessness in the Soviet
Penal System - ~

By PAUL BARTON

In complete disregard of the existing legis-

“GET this, the laws weren’t written for us;

we'll do just as we like with you.” This
is what the great Russian civil rights fighter,
Major-General P. G. Grigorenko, was told by
the police when they arrested him on May
7, 1969 (see Grigorenko’s prison diary in
A Chronicle of Current Events, No. 12, Feb-
ruary 28, 1970. The Chronicle is the most re-
markable underground publication, issued in
Moscow every two months; an.English edi-
tion of the first 10 issues. will soon be
available: Peter Reddaway, ed., Underground
Russia, New York, Cowles).

This cynical statement is no more than a
fair description of the Soviet penal system,
political persecution and especially as the
treatment of political prisoners is concerned.
Infact, the rule of lawlessness s the pre-
vailing feature of the whole system. It as-
serts itself through all the stages of the
process, starting with the arrest.

Stalin’s basic principle of political repres-
sion is still very broadly applied: in flagramt
violation of the rule of law, the repression
is still mainly directed against definite aate-
gories of the population, rather than against
individuals, Wherever this principle prevails
—as it clearly does in the case:of persecuted
nationalities or of religious believers—a man
is arrested not for having committed specific
acts punishable by law but because he is con-
sidered by the KGB .(the secret. police)
as being representative of the 'category
singled out for repression. Though the grow-
ing resistance of the population against the

Soviet dictatorship is reflected by a growing -

number of people sentenced for their own
deeds, the “representatives™. of t#he perse-
cuted categories still constitute the bulk of
Soviet political prisoners.

Actually, the all-pervasive lawlessness of
the penal system comes to the -fore in both
cases, though maybe to a different degree.
The KGB invariably distorts any possible
mmanifestation of political. djssidence that
comes to its knowledge, so as to build it up
into a criminal offense, and even,: wherever
possible, into one of the “particularlyfanger-
ous crimes against the state™. defined in
criminal legislation..As to the charges made
against entire categories of the population,
they are mostly trumped up.

lation, most political convicts are sentenced
in closed court. The majority are not even
shown. a copy of the sentence; they have to
confirm by their signature that it has been
read to them. In the Mordvian concentration |-
camps, Marchenko found a few dozen men
who had been sentenced in open courts; they
were “policemen, wartime collaborators, war
criminals, men with bloody crimes on their
record, erimes against humanity.”

Since the charges against them were the
same as against all political prisoners, the
publicity given to their trials apparently
served the purpose of making the population
believe that all the camp inmates were of the
same sort (Anatoly Marchenko, My Tes-
timony, London, Pall Mall Press, 1969, p.
42). Moreover, in recent years, the rare at-
ternpts to hear truly political cases in open
court -usually resulted in serious trouble for
the regime, because of the growing courage

iof the defendants. Thanks to the firm at-

titude of the two writers, the Siniavsky-
Daniel trial turned into a scandal. Similarly,
in January 1966, the Ukrainian intellectual,
'Valentyn Moroz, spoke during his open trial
about the Russification and the unequal status
of the Ukraine and. refuted the accusation
of “beurgeois rationalism” (The Chornovil
Papers, New York, McGraw-Hill, 1968, p.
30). a

However, even a -case heard in closed
court may make a considerable impact on
public opinion if the defendants are well-
knownior famous.: An efficient way of coping
with such a situation has been found: with

the complicity of vertain paychiatrists, de-
fendants of perfectly sound mind are com-
mitted :in lunatic asylums and thus pre-
vented from participating in their own trial.

The latest victim of this procedure has
been -Major-General Grigorenke. After his
arrest, he was examined by a commission of
psychiatrists and found to be of sound mind
on August 8, 1969, However, the investigator
sent him from Tashkent to Moscow for a
new: examination at.the ill-famed Serbsky
Institube and this time the maneuver was
successful: in November 1969, Grigorenko
was declared mad. So when his trial opened
en February 3, he was safely held in an
asylum. His defense. counsel and his wife
were refused permission to visit him before
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the trial. The presiding judge rejected the
requests of the defense that Grigorenko be
called to court and that a third psychiatric
team be appointed. The great civil rights
fighter was found guilty but exempted from
punishment; the court decided to place him
in a psychiatric hospital of a special type
until “his recovery” (A Chrenicle of Current
Events, February 28, 1970).

Naturally, this carlcature or justice could
not be achieved without the complicity of
the officers of the court (prosecutors and
judges).

No less scandalous is the attitude of a
great many defense lawyers. It would not
be fair to say that in this respect nothing
has changed since Stalin’s days when the
counsel for defense used to attack the de-
fendant in the same spirit as the prosecutor.
At present, a' growing number of defense
lawyers try to assist the defendant; some of
them have displayed an admirable courage in
doing so. Unfoitunately, this is far from
being the prevailing attitude. Even among
those who do try to be useful to their client,
an excessively cautious attitude is much
more characteristic.

If the rule of lawlessness asserts itself in
the administration of justice, it is not hard
to imagine the situation in jails and con-

_centration camps.

The legal framework of the Soviet peni-
tentiary system is itself marked by a sys-
tematic violation of the most basic concepts
of legality. Until the adoption on July 11,
1969 of the Basic Principles of the Corrective
Legislation of the USSR and of the Union
Republies—which is to be followed by the

adoption of new Corrective Labor Codes in
the Union Republics—the functioning of the
whole system was, in theory, determined by
the Corrective Labor Codes dating back to
1933, which were already obsolete towards
the end of the 1930’s and had no longer
been applied since that time.

On the other hand, the “Regulations of the
Corrective Labor Colonies and Prisons of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs,” adopted in
1958, were a seeret act whose very existence
would have remained unknown had it not
been mentioned by the Prosecutor-General,
R. A. Rudenko, in his December 1958 speech
at the Supreme Soviet. New regulations of
the same name were adopted in 1961, again
as a secret act.

Finally, the concept of “source of law”
is defined in such a2 way as to encompass
practically any administrative decision. Pro-
fessor Utevski’s textbook, Soviet Corrective
Labor Law (Moscow, 1960—in Russian) men-
tions, among the “sources of law,” not only
legislative acts and decrees but also the
orders, instructions, ordinances, regulations,
advice, rules, decisions and explanatory notes
issued by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
its organs, as well as the orders, instructions
and decisions of local administration (pp.
55-56).

At a conference convened in Moscow in
May 1957 to study the problems of corrective
labor law (as reported in the Soviet legal
journal, Soviet State and Law, December
1957), one of the rapporteurs gave decfinite
hints to the effect that it was not desirable
to impose too narrow limits upon the arbi-
trary rule exerted by the police inside the
camps.

According to him, legal aets shpuld not
determine in a precise manner the internal
structure and the functioning of the camps;
only “fundamental problems” ought to _be
dealt with by legal acts, all the rest being
left to administrative decisions. This is ex-
actly how ‘the 1969 Basic Principles of the
Corrective Labor Legislation have been
drafted, and it is very likely that the same
pattern will be followed by the Corrective
Labor Codes of the Union Republics whe}l
they are adopted in their turn., The provi-
sions are so general and so vaguely worded
that the jail and camp authorities’ freedom
of action can hardly be affected.

This is not all. Since all the regulations
other than the laws are secret, there is no
guarantee that the provisions of published
acts will not be cancelled by such regula-
tions, It is in fact very likely that that is
what happens wherever legal provisions
prove embarrassing, -

A case can be mentioned here. According
to the legislation, all prisoners have the
right to address complaints and petitions to:
the highest authorities of the country. Yet
in his petition to the Supreme Court of June
7, 1966, the imprisoned Ukrainian journalist,
Svyatoslav Karavansky, claims that in ac-
cordance with a secret circular of the Prose-
cutor-General of the USSR, which is effective
in the camp system, the KGB agents con-
fiscate all letters and complaints addressed
by prisoners to higher authorities and do not
forward them. Karavansky also mentions a
specif(lic case of such an action which occurred

in one of the Mordvian camps and. points
out that the prosecutor of these camps took
no action against the KGD agent concerned
(The Chernrovil Papers, pp. 218-219).
Karavansky’s allegation is  corroborated
by Marchenko’s testimony, according to which
brisoners on hunger strike are toid that it
is their right to complain "about the camp

_administration to higher authority, but that

it is by the camp administration that their
complaints wiil be examined (pp. 70-71).
In these conditions, Larissa Danjel was

‘far from overstating the case when, in her
open letter to Soviet authorities of Jume 17,

1967, she described the absolute power of :
the 'camp administration in the following °
terms: “Any arbitrary decision by the Carmp |
Commandant has the force of law: he can .
reduce the rations, cut the number' of visits
from' relations or stop them altogether, for-

"bid parcels, letters, tobacco, books and, in

“the - last resort, order the punishment cell,.
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Tho Londculils, tAC TIZ0Yous rcipime—Since
the Camp Comimandant is subject to no con-
trol and the prisoners have no rights, living
as they do cut off from society and the
‘outside world, the Commandant can always
justify his decision by. the alleged ‘bad ba-
havior' of the prisoner, or accuse him of
failing to reach his production quota. In
‘these circumstances, the prisoner’s life and
health depend entively upon whether. the
.Commandant, the instructors, the warders

happen to be good or bad, for his human .
rights are in no way ensured or safeguarded” '

(Christopher R. Hill, ed., Rights and Wrongs,
London, Penguin Books, 1569, p. 109).
Incidentally, there is a stiiking similarity
between the formulations one finds in.differ-
ent witness accounts. While Larissa Daniel
_states that “the prisoners have no rights,”
Marchenko says that “all these rights are
10 better than a dream, a mirage” (p. 224),
and Valentyn Moroz (whose account will be
published in Michael Browne, ed., Ferment in
the - Ukvaiste, London, Macmillan) puts it
_this way: “All prisoners’ rights are looked
.upon as privileges which can be withdrawn.”

Also Served Stalin
It is also important to know who are the
men who have been entrusted with such
absolute power over the fate of the prisoners.
The Mordvian complex .of camps, which
‘probably represents the biggest single con-
centration of political prisoners in the Soviet

Union today, is headed by Colonel Gromov,
‘who in Stalin’s time commanded the Taiskat .
.camps, which were among the most dread- ’
ful (L’Affaire Guinzbourg-Galanskov, Paris, |
Seuil, 1969, p. 185), and a camp in Omsk .
(Marchenko, p. 265). More generally, among !

today’s jailers ome can find & considerable
nuraber of those who assumed similar posi-
tions under Stalin (Marchenko, pp. 265-267);
an underground periodieal published in the
USSR, Crime and Punishment, is especially
devoted to uncovering the crimes of Stalin's
thugs and the positions they hold at present.

Theoretically, all the activities of the camp
administration are to be supervised by the
prosecutor’s office to make sure that no
lawlessness will be permitted. In practice,
however, the prosecutor’s office in a camp
torritory is as a rule itself integrated in the
camp administration and numerous personal

links exist betwecen the two authorities. A
prosccutor often, becomes a camp com-
mandant while many camp prosecutors are
former administration officials (The Choxno-
vil Papers, p.- 96). Far from - being the
guardian of legality, the. prosecutor’s -office
helps to maintain the rule of lawlessness.

So the camp official was by no means
boasting who told ‘a.prisoner trying to in-

-voke the law: “I am .your law!” (Valentyn

Mo_ro'z's testimony). One cannot better sum
up’ than by mentioning another .episode re-
1ate<.i by Moroz. At a “political education”
session “in Mordvian camp No. 11, when
prisoners tried.to argue by referring to the
Umvcrsal‘- Declaration of Human R?ghts‘as
adopted }3y TU.N., Senjor Licutenant Lynbayev
retorted indulgently: “Listen, but that is for

. Negroes!” -
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CIVIL RIGHTS
PROBLEM -
FOR KREMLIN

By FRANK TAYLOR
in Maoscow .
R V) o 4
Andrei Sakharov, the - -
Russian nuclear scientist:
and two others, to form-a
committce for human
rights, may present the .| .
‘Soviet authorities with' a
difficult problem.
Under the law, any organised
group, whether its purpose ' i§
the study of Marx, or the callec .
tion of foreign stamps, must he
registered with the Staté.s
It scems inconcéivable that Dr
Sakharov . and -bis  colleagues
have not alrcady made- the first
moves to comply with this regu-
lation. . .
The authorities must .decide .
whether to allow the commiltee -
to operale, thus tacitly .admit-
ting that a watchdog over
human rights in the Seviet
Union is necded, or whether to
ban what is esscntially a noble
%dea. :

Carcful wording

Those who have studied the
committee’s set of principles
cannot fail to be struck by-the
, careful, not to say canny, WAy

in which it is worded. .

It emphasises the non-political
character of the committee and
goes to some length in stressing
it will have nothing to do Vyith
foreign or domestic  organisa
tions which are’ anti-Soviet.

The rcference to. the ‘suc-
cesses ” achieved in the field of
human rights since 1933 will
alsa not go unnaticed by tligse.
in aulhority.

Tt was in 1953 that Stalin died..

The present leadership woul
not,” presumably, ‘wish to argue -
on this part of the committee's’
statemecent,
o But the other side of the coin,.
St from the .Kremlin’s view, must
be fthat” Dr Sekharov has' in
recent vears been emerging as
an outspoken critic of the arbi-
trariness of the régime.when
dealing with individuals. .

Tn view of what has hanpened
in the past to others who have.
been cqually outspoken. it must
be assumed that. omly Dr
Sakharov's eminence in his pro-
fession  has  preserved ' his
freedom. L

ORI
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IN DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

A constructionist reading
of the Soviet constifution

Three Soviet physicisis—Andrei
Sakharov. who at thirty -iwo
became one of the youngest mem-
bers of the Soviet Academy of
Sciences, Andrei Tverdokhiebov
and Valery Chalidze—announced
on November 15 the founding of
a commiitee for the defence of

human rights in the Soviet Union.

They are proposing to help the
stete study the “theoretical as-
pscis of the problem,” und they
say thai their resecrch. will be
guided by the principles outfined

in the United Nations declaration |

of human rights, but will use the
“specifics of Soviet law” as a
starting point.

Emphasizing the need o take
into. account the “established
traditions and real difficulties of

- “the state in this field,” they point
czut that the commitiee will act
in conformity with the laws of
the state” by refusing member-
ship to persons belonging to
political parties or secial orga-
nizations involved in the actual

' running of the political apparatus.

Membership will also be de-
nied to those who might be
empted fo use the committee

. either fo criticize the government
or as a political toel. They also
reject any cooperation with - far-
eign organizations inimical to the
Soviet Union.

In any other modern, industrial
country, an initiative of the sort
that Mr. Sakharov has taken
would have gone «ll but un.
noticed, A leading intellectuai—
he is referred to as the “father
of the (Soviet} H-bomb”-~founds
an assaciation, as "he is fully’
entitled to do under the Soviet
constitution, to facilitate the ap-
plication of the  principles on
which the Soviét Union is theoret-
ically govelned.

Lawful successes

He points with satisfaction (o
“the successes scored since 1953
in the field of law"” and places
himself at the regime’s disposal
so that this fortunate trend may
continue. Such being the cdase,
who would possibly find fault
with him?

- .

Mr. Sakhazov probably has tew
illusions about the kind of recep-
tion his move is liable to get. In
1868 he urged liberalization, sug-
gesting that the Kremlin leaders
follow the Czechoslovak example,
He was back of it cgain early
this year, openly defending intel-
lectuals being prosecuted for non-
¢conformist ideas, among them the
biologist D1. Zhores Medvedev
and the mathemctician Revolt
Pimenov.

He took the calculated risk of
sabotaging his own career. and
did apparently lose a few of his
posts. But he was equally well
aware that his actions posed an’

extremely thorny problem for the
cuthorities: they could not bring

-him to trial without touching off

an international scandal and’
antagonizing the enlire Soviet
scientific community, The fact is.
that the government needs the
scientists too much to attack them
directly, '

Mr. Sakharov has thus decided
to use his not inconsiderable

‘prestige in the servie of those

who, like him, are fighting for
human rights: Jews who have
infarmed the United Nations that
they want to emigrate; believers
militating for application of the

- constitutional provision gugrantee-

ing the right of worship: pro-
testers, from the writer Alexander
Ginzburg to Major General Pyotr
Grigorenko, who organized dem.

onstrations that were in principle’

authorized by the constitution, but’
in fact were repressed by the
police and punished by the
courts. .

Futile opposition

Many crestfallen militants are ’

now convinced that “opposition
within the law” Has no chance of
succeeding.
their comrades fared in « series
of court proceedings that began
in 1966, they realize the fulility
of reminding the Soviet leaders
of the regime's underlymg prin-

ciples, and they feel it is prefer-’

able to fight underground, or, in
some cases, simply leave the
country, ~ It is true that their

‘—and sharply braked-.of late—

 the regimg, but refuses to play.

struggle is being waged in the
midst of what: seems, at least, to
be general public apathy.

Mr. Sakbaroy’s initiative there-
fore smacks of optimism, He
seems convinced, like the writer
Andrei Amalrik, that the, liber-
alization pregess begun in 1853

is irreversible. The committee he

set up will be an instrument in
the hands of those who fight for
respect for human rights and of.
fer help to those who are
persecuied,

How the authorities will react
to this “umcomfortable situation
‘temains to be seen, By rejecting
help from politically motivated
quarters, Mr. Sakharov has made
it impossible for anyone fo ac-
cuse his committee of being anti-
Soviet. At the same time he has
created o« lormidable precedent
for the regime.

The Communist Party will put
up with any association so long
as it can coatrol it. Mr. Sakharov,
like the cellist Mstislav Rostro-
povich who recently published
a letter in -defence of author
Alexandar Solzhenitsyn, accepts

along with the system.
BERNARD FERON

Having seen how

e b
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SOVIETS MOVE TO CRUSH VENEZUELAN AND SPANISH CP DISSIDENCE

The '"Modern' CPSU Leaders Carry on Ancient Stalinist Tradition

Whatever differences and similarities observers want to see
between Stalin's style of supervising the international Communist
movement and that of the 'modern" post-Stalin leadership, at least
one motivation has remiined essentially unchanged: in exercising
the Soviet claim to leadership among the world's Communist parties,
the (PSU demands from these parties full conformity with Soviet
positions in matters of dogma and politics. The price of non-
conformity is ejection from the movement. Like Stalin, the modern
Soviet leaders eliminate opposition wherever their power can reach,
even though it may mean virtually destroying a national movement ,
as in the case of the Austrian CP during the past year when the
expulsion of the liberal faction led by Ernst Fischer and Franz
Marek robbed the Party of the little vitality it had.

Within the past two months, the CPSU has again demonstrated
its fear of non-conformity and innovative ideas by extending its
interest out as far as the Venezuelan CP and the small, illegal
Spanish CP (whose main operations are carried on underground in
France) in an attempt to split each of the parties and destroy the
non-conforming faction. The criticism of the Soviet Union emanating
from the two parties stems from the realization that the Soviet
brand of Communism is alien and inapplicable to their world. The
criticism is typical of the feeling being expressed by an increas-
ing number of free world Communists.

Pravda's Intervention in the PCV

The CPSU finally decided to throw the weight of its authority
into the smoldering factional struggle going on in the Venezuelan
Communist Party (PCV) by publishing in Pravda on 20 October a crude
attack on PCV Central Committee member Teodoro Petkoff. The Soviets
like to use a meat-ax approach when they want to leave no doubt
of their disapproval in the minds of any party member, even the
most simple of Communist faithful in and out of the Soviet Union.

Petkoff's sin was that he criticized the Soviets in a
number of ways in two books: Chechoeslovaquia: el Socialismo
comg Problema (Czechoslovakia, the Problem of Socialism), 1969,
and Socialismo para Venezuela? (Socialism for Venezuela?), 1970.
In the tirst, he (Iike Roger Garaudy in France) criticized the
Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia and rejected the Soviet Union
as a proper model for socialism in Venezuela, and in the second
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he further criticized the repressive, dictatorial aspects of the
Soviet Union as unworthy of emulation by the PCV, presenting his
own original theory and program for socialist revolution in
Venezuela, a theory departing radically from orthodox Soviet
doctrine.

The danger that the virus of independent Communism will
spread in Latin America as a variation of the same virus that
thrives in Burope in the French, Italian, and Austrian parties,
among others, apparently was one of the main reasons for the
Soviet intervention in the PCV. Another compelling reason was
that the PCV was moving too slowly to rid itself of the Petkoff
faction. Judging by the PCV reaction to the Pravda attack, i.e.
publishing pro- and anti-Soviet articles in their newspaper
Tribuna Popular, the leadership seems to have decided to try to
preserve some minimum of unity against the Soviet onslaught which
is supported by the conservative, 'rightist," pro-Soviet faction
which is trying to oust Petkoff (see the Larrazabal article on
the Pravda attack, attached). While Petkoff is criticized by the
leadership for breaking Party discipline, it is in relatively
mild, unthreatening terms. The fact is that Petkoff has substantial
support not only in leadership circles (see attached articles by
Lairet and Adam) but in the relatively large youth organization,
and his expulsion would be costly to party strength. The precarious
balance of power apparently is held by a moderate, conciliatory,
"centrist' faction (see the Gustavo Machado article attached) which
at least temporarily is resisting rightist efforts to oust Petkoff.
(Petkoff refrained from attacking the Soviets in his contribution
to the newspaper discussion.)

Tt will be interesting to see whether the Soviet politicking
in internal PCV affairs succeeds in eliminating Petkoff, regardless
of the cost to the PCV, or whether they will have to resort to the
ultimate weapon: withdrawal of financial support. The PCV 4th
Congress which has been scheduled to convene early in December may
tell the story.

CPSU Manipulation of the PCE

Another recent target of Moscow's classic strategy of attempt-
ing to split any Communist party which attacks its policies is the
small, illegal Spanish Communist Party (Partido Comunista Espanol --
PCE). For two years the PCE has ceaselessly condemed the Soviet
invasion of Czechoslovakia. In August 1970, when most European
parties were submissively accepting 'normalization' in Czechoslovakia,
the PCE described ousted Czech leader Alexander Dubcek as the 'best
hope" of socialism! In September Enrique Lister, renowned fighter
of the Spanish Civil War, stormed out of the PCE Central Committee
with four comrades and set up a rival group which began publishing
a Mundo Obrero to rival the PCE's main weekly organ of the same
name. The new publication's orthodox, pro-Soviet line and harsh

2
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attacks against PCE leadership leave little doubt about the
source of their funds. The move is part of a Soviet operation
to destroy the independent current Party by replacing it with
an orthodox obedient one.

The clandestine PCE, nearly 200,000 strong according to
Secretary General Santiago Carrillo's highly inflated claims,
(or about 5,000 according to more objective observers) includes,
says Carrillo, about 5,000 exiles living in the Soviet Union
and another 1,000 in Paris. Among those living in the USSR
is Dolores Ibarruri, the noted 'La Pasionaria' of the Spanish
Civil War, who led a strong protest in 1969 against the Kremlin's
attempt to split the PCE when it supported the divisive efforts
of two Central Committee members based in Russia, Augustin Gomez
and Eduardo Garcia. The dominant Carrillo-Ibarruri faction
expelled them from the PCE in December 1969. Carrillo, who
roams Europe and is especially close to the independent-minded
Rumanian and Yugoslavian leaders, publishes Mundo Obrero in France,
Nuestra Bandera in Belgium, and operates clandestine "Radio Espana
Independiente (REI) from Rumania.

Although they are long time critics of the Czech affair, with
an eye, no doubt, to their potential constituency in Spain, the
PCE complaints about the Kremlin cover an even wider range.. They
have castigated the Soviet Union for dealing with Franco, who
forced the Party out of Spain. They have urged China and the Soviet
Union to negotiate their differences instead of fighting. They
criticize the ideological stagnation of Commumism, its failure to
understand economic and social realities in the advanced countries
of Europe and have even questioned whether Moscow should be the
real center of Communism! As recently as September this year, they
published a strong denunciation of Stalinism.

Obviously, such heresies could not go unpunished. But the
Soviet Union faced a dilemma over the best means of silencing
this Spanish criticism and of reducing its effect on other
European parties. Cutting off all support to the Party they had
harbored in the USSR since the Spanish Civil War would unquestion-
ably cripple the PCE and its publications but the Soviets apparently
judged that such a tactic would be too crude and obviousty a case
of blackmail. By backing PCE Central Committee member Lister
(who himself had originally condemmed the Czech invasion) in his
challenge to the PCE leadership and then financing his Party faction,

the Soviets found a somewhat subtler weapon against their ''revisionist'

critics. If, as expected, Gomez and Garcia can swing some of the
exiles now in the USSR to support of Lister faction, the Carrillo-

Ibarruri group could be noticeably weakened. Whether it can be silenced

is more doubtful; the reaction from the Buropean CP's may be crucial.
(Articles from Le Monde and the Carrillo-edited Mundo Obrero concern-
ing some of these matters are attached.)

Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A000400010001-1



Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A000400010001-1

LE MONDE, Paris
23 QOctober 1970

[Charles Vanhecke article: A New Garaudy?"]

[Text] The Venezuelan Communist Party has its Garaudy. His name is Teodore Petkoff,
38 years old, with an economlics degree, former party deputy, and till last year a
member of its political bursau. Since 1969 he has practically been a dissident,
first by publishing a book on the czechoslovak affair, then a few weeks ags by
making a virulent attack on the ideas and the methods of the Venezuelan Communist
Party, which is an orthodox of the orthodox, since it abandoned the principles of
armed struggle for obtaining power in 1964.

Petwoff, who 1s still a Central Committee member, has his supporbers within the
Venezuelan Communist Party and his brushes with the fo1d guard”--who remain in the
majority--give rise to much stirring ameong the mllltants. And so the appeals for

unity are increasing in the official party organ TRIBUNA POPULAR as the time for .
the fourth congress, which is scheduled for the first two weeks of December, approaches.
General Secretary Jesus Faria has just denocunced the danger of a "split." TRIBUNA
POPULAR (1 through 7 October) itself uses against the “penegade” certailn of the
arguments which Etienne Fajon (who is quoted by name) used agalnst The authar of the
“great Turning Point of Socialism.”

In his book "Socialism for Venezuela?" Teodore Petkoff takes up some of the ideas
dear to Garauvdy and hurls some particularly venomous darts agalnst the Venezuelan
Communist Party apparatus. The attack appeared- so serious to the Venezuelan Communist
Party Political Bureau that it took care in @ communigue on 11 August to defend
tigell against accusations of "sorpuption” and "vassaldom."

The comparison with Garaudy is all the more justified since, like the French
philosopher . Petkoff began to question himself atout the conditions for a soccialist
revival in his country after analyzing the “Prague Spring." His first book
togechoslovakia . the Problem of Socialism” was in fact entirely devotied to the great
crisis of 1968. It stated that the erisis had destroyed certain of the myths
cherished by communists throughout the world and dendunced the attitude of the Soviets,
who, according to him, were solely responsible for certain contradictions, certzin
negative and "singoist" positions which had arisen in Czechoslovakia under the

Dubcek government.

"No, socialism was not then in peril in Czechoslova¥ia, It hdad, on the contrary,
become stronger,” he wrote. And after attacking the "monstrous bureaucracy” of
the Soviet Unien, which understood that the necessity for economic democratizabilon
involved a political democratization which was harmful to its mainternance in power,
Teodoro Petkoff declared it necessary to reject the "Soviet model, which 1s a
specific product of history."

Petkoff!s two books were obvlously condemned by the Venezuelan Communist Party.
Several times the former Venezuelan deputy was invited to make a self-cpriticism,
but he refused. He was expelled from the Political Bureau in 1969 and has been
accused of "splitting” intentions following a recent trip to Italy, Romania,
Yugoslavia, and'Bulgaria where, 1t is alleged, he vainlj sought support for an
attempt to create a Venezuelan party .independent of MoscowW,

At one time Petkoff appeared to be able to count on the neutrality of the former

General Secretary Marquez, with whom he had been imprisoned for more than 2 years

under the "democratic" governments of Romolo Betancourt and Raul Leoni for having

been one of the supporters, within the Venezuelan Communist Party, of the "insurrectional®
line. He was imprisoned three times under the Perez Jimenez diaﬁétorship during

the fifties. But Marquez signed the condemnation of Petkoff's theses on 11 August.

Having eliminated him from the leadership of the regional committee of the State

of Miranda, the Venezuelan communist leaders are trying to think up a "pegal way"

of excluding him from the Venezuelan Communist Party at next December's congress.
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. Uy NOUVERD GARAUDY 2

!

. tenir dans la premiére quin-.

“Le P.C. vénézuélien a son

Goraudy, |l s'appelle Tesdore |

Petkoff, Il a trente-huit ans, il

est licencié en sciences écono- .

miques, ancien député de son
parti, et il était membre, jus-
qu’d l‘an dernier, du bureau
pelitique. Depuis 1969, il est
pratiquement eniii en . dissi-
dence, d‘abord en publiant un
livre sur
vaque, puis, voilad quelques se-
rmaines, une attaque- virulente
contre les conceptions et les

méthodes du parti communiste
-vénézuélien — orthodoxe par-

mi les orthodoxes, depuis qu'il
a abandonné en 1964 les prin-
cipes de ‘o lutte armée pour
conquérir le pouvoir,

M. Petkoff, qui est encore
membre du comité central, a
ses partisans au

« vieille garde » — qui reste
majoritaire — suscitent beau-

- coup de remous chez les mi-

PR

koff " reprend quelques

litants, Aussi les appels a
Vunité se multiplient-ils dans
I'organe officiel du parti, Tri=

I'affaire tchécosio-

sein du.
. P.CV., et ses démélés avec la

buna popular, & l'approche du -

quatriéme congrés, qui doit se

zaine de décembre. Le secré-
taire général, M. Jesus Farig,
vient de dénoncer la menoce
« scissionniste », C'est d’gil-
leurs Tribuna popular (daté

“du 1*f ou 7 octobre) qui uti-
- lise,
“certains  des arguments que

contre le <« renégat »,

M. Etienne Fajon, cité nom-
mément, employait. contre

I‘auteur du Grand Tournant du-

socialisme. .
Dans son dernier livre, in-
titulé Socialisme pour la Ve~

nezuela ?, M. Teodoro Pet-

idées
chéres @ M. Garaudy et lance
des fléches . particuliérement
empoisonnées contre |‘appareil
du P.C.V. Aprésl

noncé pour la diversité des
opinions au sein du parti, il
accuse littéralementle P.C.V.

s'étre pro-’

de « sclérose »,’ de « corrup=

tion », de « pauvreté idéolo~

sigue », Puis il pose quelques .

questions, souvent les mémes, '
souy des latitudes différentes :
< de P.C, vénézuélien a-t-il eu

la « volonté de conguérir le

pouveir », et en a-t-il réuni .

les conditions ? Est-if un parti
indépendant et national ‘ou un

_parti «aliéné » et « vassal » ?.

« Un parti qui abdique son in-

- dépendance eritique sur le plan -
. international est-il en mesure

de promouveir une vériteble
politique révolutionnaire? »

-certaines
et «

L'attaque a paru si sérieuse
au bureau politiqus du P.CV.

+ que, le 11 qolt dernier, il pre-

nait. le’ soin, dans un commu-

les accusations de «
_tion » et de « vassalita »,
-Aprés avoir rejeté ‘le - plura-

lisme des opinions, contraire .
« principes {éninistes » -

L aux
du centralisme démocratique,
il affirmait en substance
“« Parler de « volonté de pou-
voir », c'ost s¢ référer @ des

« facteurs subjectifs », les-:
quels, sans onclyse objective

de la situotion, conduisent &

' Vaventure. » Le P.C.V. réaf-

firmait ensuite sa fidélité &
l'internationalisme prolétarien

che” de M. Teodoro "Petkoff, .
une tentative de fonder un
nouveau parti communiste.

 niqué, de se défendre. contre .
corrup= |

- et dénoncait, dans la démar-

La comparaison avec -

"M. Garaudy est d’autant plus

justifiée que M. Petkoff,
comme le philosophe frangais,

a commencé & s’interroger sur -
Ades conditions d'un renouveau
‘socialiste dans son pays aprés
avoir analysé le « printemps °

de Prague "». Son premier li- -

vre : Tchécoslovaquie, e pro- .
-bléme du sociclisme », était

en effet tout entier consacré

a la grande crise de 1968. I
“affirmait que cette crise gvait
© détruit certains
" pectés par Jes communistes du
- monde
Vattitude

mythes
entier, et dénongait
des.
seuls responsables,
de certaines contradictidns, de -
positions © négatives
patriotardes »  qui
avaient pu surgir en Tchéco-
slovaquie sous
ment de M. Dubcek.

res-.

Soviétiquas,
selan  lui, -

le gouvérne- -

« Non, le socialisme n’était

pas alors en péril en Tchéco-
slovaquie, il
au contraire », écrivait-il. Et,

" aprés avoir attaqué la « bu-

reaucratie monstrueuse » de

s'était renforeé |

I'Union soviétique, qui avait.

bien compris que les nécessités

de la démocratisation écono-

mique entrainaient une démo- |
. cratisation politique néfaste & .
pouvoir, .
M. Teodore Petkoff procla- -
mait lo nécessité de renoncer |
.au’ « modéle soviétique, pro-

son maintien au

duit spécifique de I'Histoire »..

__vénézudlien

cavee qui ¥

‘‘années

Las deux {ivres de M. Pet- -
koff ont é&té évidemment
. condamnés par le P.CV. A

" plusieurs reprises l‘ancien dé- -

puté vénéxuélien a été invité

4 faire son autocritique, ce

qu‘il a refusé. Exclu du bu-
reau. politique en 1969, il s’est
vu reprocher des intentions
scissiohnistes & la suite d'un
récent voyage en ltalie, en

_"Roumanie, en Yougoslavie et

-en ‘Bulgarie, ol il aurait cher-
ché — en vain — des appuis
pour tenter de créer un parti
indépendant de
Moscou...;

Dans wun premier temps,
‘M. Petkoff semblait pouvoir -
compter sur la neutralité de
I'ancien secrétaire général du
parti, M. Pompeyo Marquez,
fut emprisonné
pendant plus de deux ans sous
fes gouvernements « démo-
-crétiques » de MM. Romulo
Betancourt et Raoul Leoni,
pour avoir- été l'un des parti-
- sans, au sein du P.C.V,, de la '

“ligne « insurrectionnelle ». Il
. ; Pt

.avait été emprisonné & trois

' reptises sous

la dictature de
M. Perez Jimenez, dans les
cinquante. Mais
M. Marquez o signé la

_tondamnation des théses de

M. Petkoff {e 11 aolt dernier.
Et les dirigeants communistes

- vénézuéliens, aprés avoir es-

sayé de V'éliminer, de la direc-
tion du ' comité régional' de
I'Etat de Miranda, sont en
train d'imaginer une « fagon
légdie » de I'exclure du P.C.V,

' au congrés de décembre pro-

«chain, .
:i-iARl.ES VANHECKE.
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Four articles from Tribuna Popular, (organ of the Venezuelsn
Communist Party), 5-11 November 1970, Caracas.

1. Alexis Adam, "An Article by Pravda."

Pravda, the CPSU Central Committee newspaper, carried an
article sig s1gned by A. Mosinev in reply to the arguments set forth
by comrade Teodoro Petkoff, a member of our party s Central
Cormittee.

Because of the ideological discussion we are advancing, it

. would have been of the utmost desirability and usefulness for us

to have found solid arguments which could have been opposed with
sclentific seriousness to those submitted by comrade Petkoff as

a magnificent contribution to the progress of the debate and to

the task of .coming closer to the truth on such vital topics as
those affecting the international communist movement, the building
of socialism, and the development of Soviet society. However, we
are forced to deplore the absence of such critical elements in

the article discussed. '

In his reply to Teodoro, comrade Mosinev displays the same
style to which we have been accustomed by those who inside the
Communist Party of Venezuela (V) seek to replace valid discussion
and a genuine and broadly democratic confrontation of opinions
with a war of 'slogans" and sttributions based upon irreversible
and preconceived positions, and opposed to any critical references.
However, despité the style -- which our Central Committee considers
to be futile and harmful, we would have (to recognize the right of
the author of the artlcle to perticipate in a public discussilon,
all the more since it concerns someone who as & Soviet citizen
and a CPSU member believes that he has the right to oppose what
he considers to be erroneous appraisals, unfounded assertions, or
simply attacks upon his country or the CPSU.

In establishing a public discussion, the Communist Party of-
Venezuela opened the doors to the views of those who inside and
outgide dur country are interested in participating in the theoretic
explanation of the cardinal problems of the revolution. Such con-
trlbutlons are welcome. :

RSOk IR
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That is one thing. It i1s quite another thing when opinions
openly slip -onto the ground of internal orgasnizational probleus,
particularly at a time when our Communist Party 1s making unusual
efforts to ‘surmount a situation that is endangering its unity.

I believe that reporter Mosinev is committing this great errcr.

It would also appear that his main efforts are not directed
toward conducting a polemic with Petkoff, refuting his arguments,
and defending the USSR, but rather toward meking a statement which
can be used within ‘the fremework of our internal strife as in fact
it is being used.

Tt might be convenient to point to e deeply rooted feeling
among the Venezuelen communists -- which was strengthened during
the polemic with comrade Fidel Castro -- end that is the need for
an independent party which has the sovereign right to make decisions
-and to draft its won policy. We are convirced that the autonomy
of the party is an indispensible premise for the success of our
historic tasks. A party whose action depends upon the opinions of
others can look forward to enything except having national roots
and being the interpreter and gulde of its people.

The views set forth by Mosinev, and particularly the 1nternal
use to which they are being put, violate these feelings and con-
victions. That is why we consider it important to make this comment
which merely seeks to protect our party's inalienable rights.

In conclusion, we would like to express our confidence that
despite these accidents, the ICV will continue to assert its
national character while it consolidates Its interngtionalism; %o
strengthen its solidarity with revolutionery organizations in -
their struggle against imperialism and in thelr staunch defense of
the socialism camp; and to develop -- unequivocally -- its ties
of friendship end soliderity with the Soviet Union. Caracas,

27 October 1970.
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2, German lairet, "Ietter from German Iairet."

Comrade Gustavo Machado, Director of Tribuna Popular:
Dear Gustavo, It was with surprise and displeesure that I read
in the ldst issue of Tribune Popular a reprint of an article
originally published in the official newspaper of a fraternal party
in which all kinds of charges are leveled against & member of our
party's leader ship, Comrade Teodoro Petkoff.

-
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Without going into an analysis of the reasons behind the
editing and publishing of such an article in the CPSU's official
newspaper, and while recognizing the full right of the Soviet.
comradéed to polemize in whatever tone they consider proper and to
reply to whatever they conslder to bLe attacks wupon their policy,
I do find 1t unprecedanted and censurable that the pages of
Tribuna Popular, our Cencral Camittee newspaper, should have
been used to reprint the article which amounts to nothing more
than an opportunistic use of the pages of our press for the current
polemic that is being waged inside the IOV -- a polemic in which
Teodoro is an Important actor -- as well as an expression of the
manifest intention of some comrades to employ such means to in-
fluence the results of the Fourth Congress, meking illegal use of
the authority of the CPSU and the respect it owes all Venezuelan
communists.

As a member of the Central Committee, I wish to express
-through this letter to the leadership my disapproval of the reprint,
which also constitutes a violation of the rules approved by the
Central Committee prohibiting the slander of the RV leadership,
and Teodoro Petkoff is still a member of that leadership.

Aware of the spirit of justice and eguanimity you have sought
to maintain during this difficult iInternal struggle, I take the
liberty, through you, of making my displeasure known, which is
also a way of expressing my solidarity with a comrade like ¢
Teodoro Petkoff whose path deserves respect, despite the differences
that may exist with regard to his arguments and concerning whose
revolutionary attitude I have no doubt whatsoever. With Revolution-
ary Greetings:

* K K K ¥ X K ¥ ¥

3. Radames Larrazabal, "But, What Interference?"
t

The protests against the publication in Tribuna Popular of
A. Mosinev's article which originally appeared in the glorious
USSR newspaper Pravda come in three varieties. One variety does
not reject, but rather excuses the socialist news medis for
defending themselves against the attacks made by Petkoff in two
bocks of essays and in several newspaper articles over. his signature.
However, these same comrades find it unpardonsble that a certain
"group" participating in the discussion inside the Venezuelan
Communist’ Party (BCV) should seek to profit and to derive benefit .
from the Soviet defense. It is a curious dlalectic which attempts
surreptltlously to disqualify the CPSU's position of principle and
to reduce it to a pragmatic "group interest" and to a simple
"factional interest".

A TR 3% "
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To say that the CPSU is defending itself against implied
attacks would be to equate the quality of the attacks and of the
defense with "questionable" intent. This would mean that both
could meke’ errors of procedure or that the punishable error lay
in Tribuna Populaer's publication. But also there 1ls an attempt
to equate the fact that all "leglitimate defense" presupposes, as
is the case in bourgeois Jjustice, a legitimate attack, at least
until proven otherwise.

The CPSU is not only defending itself with that article, but
it is belligerently refuting the slanders and anti-Soviet charges
implied not so gratuitously -- in the last analysis "it" is paid
for by the enemy's reception -- by Petkoff. What is more, and
this is very important for anyone with a broad view of proletarian
internationalism, it ummasks Petkoff's anti-ILeninist and anti-
Marxist stand.

: But while recognizing recourse to "legitimate defense,” albeit
formally, theése comrades would V'.Lolently oppose its use as an
external bulwark in the internal "struggle of groups." Strangely,
those who are basically disgusted by "the interference” now call
to the same Soviets in order to advise them so that they will not
.allow themselves to be used. What can we c¢all this? Nalvete? -
Stupidity? Ignorance of internationalist practice?

. Another variety of protest displays more sincere agitation !
"than the others by what it calls the "crass Soviet interference

in Venezuelan affairs," as if faced with a Russian tank at the
doors of the "Cantaclaro Publishing House." DParagraphs of Mosinev's
article which necessarily refer to the Fourth Congress and to the
characteristics of the discussion are taken this way.

Another kind of protest upbraids with "national" fury things
which, because they are known and recognlzed form part of the
routlne but which intentionally become {subtle accusations of
subjugation. I am referring to the arguments concerning the need
to resolve our problems on our own, in our own way, without
borrowing enything. No one questions this, least of all the CPSU.

These three varieties of protest against Tribuns Popular's
publication of the article are bound by the cormon denominator
of a common outery against an alleged "Russian interference” in
our affairs. They all speculate much and little, directly and
indirectly, on the chauvinistic burden which 1s systematically
reinforced by the news media of the pro-imperialist and bourgeois

enemy .

But, what interference?
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Let us get down to essentials. Did those same persons who
are protesting today publicly protest thelr indignation not only
at Petkoff's interference and slanders, but also at his belligerent
stand concerning the events in Czechoslovakia that in the last
anelysis were proveoked by imperialism which me.de use of rightwing
opportunists and other anti-socialist groups as "useful fools"?

Did those who are protesting today do so publicly when this
same PetkofTl repested in his second book of essays his slanders
against the USSR and the CPSU and distorted with revisionist
audacity, the cardinal problems of Marxism-Ieninism, of the party,
of the working class, and of the revolution? Not only they did
not protest, but they were opposed to the resolutions issued by
the national leadership in this matter.

However, it is obvious that Mosinev's article does not
~constitute an ettempt to deprive anyone of his right to ériticize
or to dissent, but it does attempt to let everyone see what the
exercise of the forbidden right to slander and distortion can
lead. Pravda did not react to the criticism, but to the slander
and to the revisionist efforts. And here there can be no valid
protests against "interference." Have those who today are
protesting ideological and political.interference clearly raised
their voice against the real inferference in our affairs by the
bourgeois and imperialist press, radio, and television? OCbviously .,
there is the interference which provokes the sacred outburst of
"national feeling”: that which comes from the socialist world; and
the interference which, on the contrary, they claim lends "national
‘distinction” and is even anxiously sought: +that which comes from
the propagands machines of the ruling classes.

Moreover, if we assume the right and the duty of the Soviet
comrades to self-defense and to discussion, and if this defense
coincides fully with the viewpoints of the FCV Central Committee,
why then be alarmed and raise one's voice to demand punishment for
the reprinting of the Pravda article on the pages of Tribuna Popular?
The contrary would be alerming.

As things stand at present, our Fourth Congress will have to
be an unusually important event in this difficult mission of
continuing to forge a Leninist party with the irrevocable and
sustained determination to aessume revolutionary power at the head
of the workers. Circumstances have increased the fraternal parties'
anticipation of this event, and they will be represented either by
delegations or by messages. And do not call them "interference"!
To this effect, any article by Ienin's party in commection with
our Congress should not only command our greatest attention, but

-5-
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we should consider it a duty and a right coming from the pages most
concerned with proletarian internationalism.

KR KKK KK KKK

i. Gustavo Machado, "Our Opinion."

The Politleal Bureau having studled the commotion caused by
the insertion of the TASS wire summing up A. Mosinev's article,
today we publish the full text of the article and the critical
views of Alexis Adam and German Lairet. I must immediately
announce that the responsibility for the initial report that was
sent by the Soviet news agency appearing in No. 73 of Tribuna
Popular was wholly and personally mine.

Neither the summarized wire version nor the complete text
represents the slightest interference in the internal affairs of
the KV Venezuelan Communist Party (RCV). There is no inter-
ference, firstly because A. Mosinev is resorting to legitimate
defense against Teodoro Petkoff's repeated attacks in books,
statements, and writings upon the socialist camp, particularly upen
the Soviet Union; and secondly, no intervention is involved because
the Soviet writer limits his observations to material written and
edited by Venezuelan cormunists. He is informing public opinion -
in his country on what the Venezuelan Communist Party leadership
is thinking and resolving. Do the Soviet comrades not have the
right to keep abreast of the situation in our Party? ¢

It is necessary to reject any alleged similarity between
Pravda's article and the &lfficulties that have arisen in the
recent past with the Cuban communists. Even 1f any intent to
advise or to sway one way or the other could be detected, and
this is not the case, a direct and aggressive interference in
favor of a member of a faction for the purpose of dividing the
CV against its natlonal leadership woulsi be quite another thing.

3

In the issue following the one in which the TASS wire appeared,
we are publishing an article by Pompeyo Marquez setting forth with
reasonable prudence the doctrine of proletarian internationalism
which has been the norm guiding the fraternal relations between
the PCV and the CPSU in the course of the years with no harm to our
sovereignty and with a broad and steady sense of brotherhood on the
part of our Soviet comrades. And if we do not publish any article
on this topic, it is because there is no rodm in Tribuna Popular
for attacks and slanders against the socislist world and our Soviet
comrades.

Gustavo Machado




UNA POPULAR, Caracas

27 October 1970
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ALEXIS ADAM

A mancra de respuesta a_las

tesis del camarada Teodaro Pet-

koff, miembro del Comité Cen..

tral de nuestro Partido, apare-
ci6 en “Pravda, érgano del - CC
del PCUS, un articulo bajo la
firma de A. Mosinev.

Para nosotros hubiera sido de
sumo interés y utilidad, en ra-
z6n de la discusién ideoldgica
que adelantamos, encontrar so6-

.lidos argumentos que pudieran

ser .contrapuestos con seriedad

" cientifica, a los esgrimides por.

el camarada Petkoff como un
magnifico aporte a la elevacidn
del debate y a la tarea de apro.
ximyarse a la verdad en tan vita-
les temas como los concernien-
tes al movimiento comunista in.
ternacional, a la construccién
del socialismo y al desarrollo ce
la sociedad soviética. Tenemos

que lamentar, sin embargo, la -

ausencia de tales elementos cri.
ticos en el comentado escrito.
El camarada Mosinev, en su
respuesta a Teodoro, hace gala
del mismo estilo a que nos tie-
nen acostumbrados ‘quienes en
el seno Jel PCV guieren’ susti.
tuir la discusféon  valedersa, la
real confrontaciéon de opiniones
ampliamente democrética, con
la guerra de "slogans y califi-
cativos inspirada en’ posiclonces

irreversibles y pretomadas, re. -

fractarias a toda referencm - eri-
tica, Pero alGn asi, pese a tal
ostilo —congiderado  estéril y
daiiino por nuestro CC— 1ien.
driamos que reconcceer el dere-
cho que le asiste al autor del

AP SUU R 1P DS

.independiente,

‘Esto es una cosa. Muy distin.
to es cuando las opiniones se
deslizan ~abiertamente al terre.
no de los problemas organizati.
vos internos, maxime en momen-
tos que nuestro PC realiza inu-
sitados esfuerzos a fin de supe-
rar una situacién cargada de pe.
ligros para su unidad. Creo que
el periodista, Mosinev comete
este gran error. D

Pareciera incluso, que ' sus
principales esfuerzos no estin
dirigidos a sostener la polémica
con Petkoff, a rebatir sus te-
sis, a defender a la URSS, sino
a brindar una referencia que
pueda ser utilizada en los mar-
cos de nuestra lucha interna, co.”
mo en efecto lo es.

Oportuna- es la ocasién para
destacar un sentimiento profun-
damente arraigado entre los co-
munistas venezolanos ~—fortale.
cido durante la polémica con el
camarada Fidel Castro— cual
es la necesidad de unm - partido
soberano en la

toma de decisiones y en la clu.

boracion de su politica. Estamos
convencidos de que la autono-
mia de] Partido es una premi.

-sa indispensable para alcanzar

éxito en' nuestras tareas histo-
ricas, Un Partidd que haga de.
ponder su-accién de las opinio-
nes de otro, podri aspirar a
cualquier cosa menos a tencr
raigambre nacional y a ser in-
térprete y guia de su pueblo.
Las opiniones  emitidas por
Mosinev, y sobre todo la utiliza.
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TRIBUNA POPULAR, Caracas CPYRGHT

5 November 1970

CPYRGHT ’

Cart u.a ac German Lalrat

Camarada ‘ presar mi solidaridad con un ca-.
GUSTAVO MACHADO ’ marada eemo- Teodoro Petkoff
Divector de “Tribuna Popular”. | euya trayectoria meércce fespe-
. to. a pesar de lkas divergeneias
Apreciado .Gustavo: = que se puedan tener alrededor
Con sorpresa y desagrado lei ||de las tesis que sostiene, y so.
en o Gltimo namero de “TP" la ||bre el cual no me"cabe dude al-
reproduccion de un articulo pu- [|guna en cuanto ‘a su condicién
blicado en el Grgano oficial de |[|de revelucionario..
un partido hermano .en el cual T R
se haccn toda clase de imputa. Con_saludos _comunistas:
ciones contra un micmbro de la
direccién de nuestro Partido, el
camarada- Teodoro Petkoff.
Sin entrar a analizar las cau-
_ sas que motivan la redaceién y
“publicacidon de tal articulo en el
diario oficial del PCUS y reco-
nociendo toda el derecho que-
o puedan tener los camaradas so. .
viéticos para polemizar en el to- .
no que consideren conveniente
y responder a lo gue consideran
atagues @ su politica, me resul-
ta si inaudito y censurable gque
las paginas de “TP", 6rgano del
Comité Central, se empleen pa.
ra reproducir tal articulo lo cual
no es mas que un uso ventajista
de las paginas de nuestra. pren-
sa para la actual polémica que
hoy se libra en el seno del PCV
—-polémica en -la .cual Teodoro
es actor importante— y expre-
sién de la intencidén manifiesta
que tienen algunos camaradas
de echar mano de tales recur- {
sos para influir en los resulta.
dos del IV Congreso, empleando
en forma ilegitima la autoridad
que tiene el PCUS y el respeto
que nos merece a todos los co-
munistas venezolanos:
.Como miembro del Comité
Central quiero con esta carta a
la Direccciéon dejar expresa cons. N
tancia ‘de mi desacuerdo con tal
reproduccion, la cual ademés es
/7 violatoria de las normas aproba.
4 das por el CC que prohibe deni-
grar de la direccién del PCV ¥y .
Teodoro Petkoff es hasta el pre.
senie miemnbro de esa direccion.
Conocedor del espiritu de justi-
cia y de la ecuanimidad que has
tratado de mantener durante
esta ardorosa lucha interna me:
permxto por tu mtermedlo ha-
cot puablico 'mi desag'mdo qde"
u&mblen una ‘manéra de ex.
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De tres variantes son las pro-
testas dirigidas contra la publi.
caciéon en  ‘“Tribuna Popular”,
del articulo de A. Mosinev ori-
ginalmente aparecido en el glo-
rioso diario “"PRAVDA" de la
URSS. B : . -
TUna de ellas no rechaza, sino
que por el contrario
que los medios de comunicacién
socialistas se defienddn de los
ataques que Petkoff ha produ.

-|ensayos y varios sueltos-de prerm-
93 calzados con su firma, Pero
lo que seria imperdonable, segin
estos misinos camaradas, €5 que
|determinada - “’corriente” de la
discusion -que -cursa en el PCV
intente en forma ventajista uti-
lizar en su beneficio la defensa
|soviética. Curiosa dialéctica por
medio de la cual se busca in-
troducir  subrepticiamente la
descalificacién de la posicion de
principies del PCUS y reducir.
laa un, pracmatico
“interés de  corrientes”, m un
simiple’ “interés de fraccidén”.
Decir que el PCUS se defien-
de de ataques inferidos, seria
igualar con intencién *cuestiona-

dora” la calidad de los ataques

ultaria que ‘ambos pudieran in.
currir en  errores de procedi-
iento o que el error castiga-
le estuvo en la publicacion de
‘Tribuna Popular”. Pero tam.
ién se pretende jgualar, por
quello de que toda “legitima
Hefensa’ supone, como en la jus.
ficta burguesa, un legitimo ata-
Hue, por lo menos hasta que no
te demuestre lo contrario. ,
El PCUS, a través de ese ar-
ticulo, est&, no defendiéndose
bura y simplemente, sino recha-
Fando .beligeranten}ente -las ca.
umnias y posiuras antisoviéti-
bas inferidas no ‘de modo tan
bratuito —porque al fin y al
babo “ese” se cobra en la recep-

bo—— por Potkoff. Pero ademas,
b esto es muy importiante para
juicn tenga un criterio amplio
hceroa  del . internacionalismo
roletario, desenmascara 1 a s
bosiciones anti-leninistas y anti
Taarxistas de Petkoff. i

perdona, -

cido a través de dos libros de.

y las defensas. De ese modo re-

“tiles

ividad que demuestra el enemi. -

Pero admitiendo el recurso de
la “legitima defensa”, aun cwan-
do formalmente, estos camara.
das dicen oponerse con todas sus
fuerzas, a que sc la utilice como
base de apoyo externo en la in-
terna “luclya de_torrientes”. De
modo extrano, gquienes en el fon.
do se hallan  disgustados por
*“la intromisién”, apelan ahora
a los mismos sgoviéticos, para

-orientlarles en el sentido que no

se dejen utilizar. ;Cdédmo llamar
eso? ;Ingenuidad?. ;Necedad?
Desconocimicnto @ de la practica
internacionalista? '

Olra de esas protestas se en-
erespa mas  sinceramente que
las otras variantes, por lo que
califica “burda intromisién so-
viética en los. asuntos venezola-

“nos”, algo asi como la aparicién

de un tanque ruso-a las -puer.
tas del edificio “Cantaclaro”.
Parrafos dcl articulo de Mosi-
nev, donde aluda obligatoria-
mente el IV Congreso y las ca.
racteristicas’ de la  discusidn,
son tomadas de esa manera.
Otra de esas protestas es la

que enrostra con furia *nacio-
nal” cosas que por Sabidas ¥ ad-
mitidas, forman parte de la rU.
tina, pero que intencionadas de
ese modo, se convierten en Su.
acusaciones de vasallaje.-
Me refiero a los argumentos
acerca de la necesidad de resol-
ver nuestras cuestiones con cri-

terio propio, ton cabeza propia

y sin  trasplantes, cosa que na-

die pone en duda y menos el

PCUS. -~ S .

Estas tres clasés de protestas
ante la publicacién de “Tribuna
Popular”, se hallan “entrelaza.
das por el dominador comin de
la grita comin contra una su-

" puesta “ingerencia rusa en nues

tros asuntos”. Todas ellas es-,
peculan mucho y poco, directa

e indirectamente, el fardo cliow |

vinista que, sistematicamente c#
reforzado
comunicacién "del enemigo

imperialista y burgués. |

desde los medios de ~
pro..

* contrarics g -

Pero, ;cudl intromisiénz.
Vamos al grano. ;Es que esc3

mismos que hoy protestan  die. -
ron constancia publica e indiz-

rada de su protesta, ya no sélo
de la intromisién, ni de'las ca.
-umnraas, sino ademas. de la be.

. _Beramente toma de posiciones.:
. de Petkoff en relacién a los su-
cesos de Checoslovaquia, provo-:
cados, en ltima instancia, por .

el ‘imperiralismo que utiliz3 en
calidad de “tontos dtiles” a los
oportunistas
mds corrientes anti.socialistag?

(Es que esos mismos que hoy

brotestan lo hicieron y piblica.

-mente, cuando_ el mismo Petkoff

reincide en su segundo libro de
€nsayos en la comisién de infa-
mias contra la URSS, el PCUS
Y donde tergiversa con uudaucia
‘f'? revisionista  cuestiones car.
cinales del marxismo.leninisinzo,
<€l partide, de la cluse obrers
> la rcvo]ucié}_x? No sélo no ‘pro.
testaron sino ‘que se mostriven
las  rescluciones
producidas por la direccion rae

. tional en este sentido,

Sin embargn, esta visto nor el
arliculo de Mosinav, cue oo se
irata de pisotearle naie su de.
recho de criticar ni de disentir,
cero si-de exponer a la vista de
%ie todo el mundo a donde puc.

“{2 conducir el ejercicio del  ne.

nado  derecho de calumniar y

. lergiversar. “PRAVDA" no ha

: reaccionado” ante la critica, si.

no ante l1a infamia "y los inientos

.revisionistas.- ¥ en este terreno

ne pay gritos contra “la intro-
misién” que valgan.. .

¢ Es que esos mismos que hoy.
protestan contra la intromisiéa

~declogica y politieca han eleva.

do claramente su voz contra la
verdadera intromisién ¢n nues.
im§ asuntos, - de la prensa, la
radio y la television ‘burguesa e

. imperialista? Por lo visto, hay

intromisiones que provocan el
~stallido  sagrado de “senti-
micntos nacionales”: aquellas
que proceden del mundo socia-
lista; e intromisiones que, por
el contrario, halagan dan “bri.
1o naciona}" Y hasta se solici-
tan afanosamente: las que pro-

.ceden de los aparatos propagan.’

;iisticos de Ias clases dominan.-
(- N - -

de derecha y de-
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Por otra parte, si damos por X — g
supucsto el derecho y el deber dores. Las circunstancias han
de los camaradas soviéticos de redoblado las expectatlivas que
‘efenderse y. discutir y si esa por este evento, se dan en los
diefensa coincide plenamente con Partidos hermanos, a los cuales
168" puntos de vista del CC del natuvalmente  veremos repre-
PCV, " por qué entonces alar. sentados, bien por delegaciones
marse y exagerar ¢l tono sollel- o por mex?lnnjrm Wy .qvu'q‘ axto na
tando sanclones, por la repro-. se llame intromision”! En es-
duccién del articulo de “PRAV. -te sentido, cualquier publicacin
DA” en las piginas de “Tribu- .venida del Partido que forjo Le-
na Popular”? Lo alarmante se- nip ‘en relacion 8 nuestro Con-
ria lo contrario. ¢ - greso, no solo nos ,debe_‘estm}u-

Tal como astdn las cosas,. lar la mas sana atencign, sino
nuestro IV Congreso habri de qun la creeriamos” un deber Yy
ser un jalén inusitadamente ‘irh. un derecho nacidos de las pa.
nortante en .esta ardorosa mil » ginas mas preocupada§ del inter-
«i6n de seguir empecfiados en la nucionalisma proletario.
forja de un partido leninista con
irrevocable ¥ sostenida decisién
de asumiir e] poder revoluciona-

N ] 2

CPYRGHT

T

NUESTRA OPRINION

e Pevia consideracién en el Buré Politico del revuelo cau- [ -
.sado por la inserci6bn del telegrama de la Agencia Tuss resu- :
micndo el articulo de A. Mosinev, hoy publicamios el texto com-
pleie y opinivnes criticas de Alexis Adam y Germin Lairet.
Debo anunciar de Inmediato que la responsabilidad de gque la R
informuciéa inicial trasmitida por Ia agencia soviética apare.
ciern en el N¢ 78 de “Tribuna. Popular”, me corresponde in-
. tegra y personalmente. = - s :
Ni en Ia versién telegrifica resumida, ni en el texto com
pleto existe la mds leve intromisién en los asunios imiernos
del PCV, No hay~ingerencia, primereo, porque A. Mosinev, acu-
de a un recurso de iegitima defensa ante la reiterada agre-
sion, e€n libros, declaraciones y escritos, de Teodo_ro Petkoff
! contra el cumpo socialista y en particular contra la Unién So-
viétiea; ¥, em segundo términe, no se produce intervenclén por.
que el articulista soviético circunscribe sus observaciopes a
materiales elnborados y editados por los comunisias venezo-
lanos. ¥s ‘el caso de informar a la opigién publica de su pafs
de lo que piensn y resuelve la Direccion del Partide Comunis-
ta de Venezuela. ;No tienen derecho lgs camaradas soviéti-
cos de mantenerse enterados de la situacién que vive nuestre
Partido? - o - - - :

Es necesario rechazar cualquier pretendida’ similitud en.
" ire el trabajo de “Pravda” y las dificultades surgidas en el
é ‘ reciente pasado con los comunistas cubanos. Incluso, en el su-

puesto negado que se percibicra la intencion de aconseiar u
orientar ‘en uno u otro sentido, seria totplmente distinto de
la ingerencia directa y agresiva practicaga en favor de un
fraccionalista, con propdsitos de dividir el PCV en contra de
.su Direceidon Nacional. = ’ ’ '

Cp En Ia edicion siguiente en la que apareciera el telegrama
de Tass, publicamos un articulo de Pompeyo Mirquez donde
fija con prudencia razonable la doctrina .del jnternacionalis.
mo proletario que ha sido la norma que ha regide la§ relacio-
nes fraternales entre el PCV y PCUS durante los afios trans.
curridos, sin sombras para la soberanin nuestra y con amplia
I y consecuente fraternidad por parte de los camaradus sovié-
}. ticos. ¥ sj mo publicamos algin articulo sobre este tema, es
i perque en_“TP” no caben agresiones y calumnias contra el
mundo socialista y los camaradas soviéticos.

R T L GUS_TAVO MACHADO.J@ (:_4*.\“5_);n.}

NS U ST o 1 n_'.--_'_m;
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O Pera salvar o unided del POV Pompaye
NM.arquez estaria dispuesio a descir las drdenes
de Moscd. .
La corriente derechista de Edvarde Machado v
_ Carcia Fouce estaria aislada. -
Lo juventud apriete filas en torno a Teodoro

Poikoft

ARAVDA,

que es calumaiade por el dicrio
. ‘ N

del Partido Comunista
Soviético, en el que se analiza

nista venezolano (que se pre-
para para realizar su Iy Con-
greso ¢n el proximo mes de

to vuelco a la discusidn que

partido en relacién a las ideas
de Teodoro Petkoff, expresa:
das en sus dos tltimos libros,
y. ha producido una.polariza-
ci6n de las opiniones, que vie
ne a agudizar la crisis por la

tos el PCV,

7T N articulo publicado en ,'
L Pravda, el Srgano oficlal
la situacién de] Partido Comu- -~

diciembre), ha dado un violen-~

se venia manteniendo en ese ’

cual atraviesa en los momen- .

La publicacién del cable so-
viético, debicamente corregide
e intencionado, en Trivuna Po-

pular, é6rgano oficia] del PC’

venezolano, parece indicar que
un sector de ese partido, el

"més atrasado y cuestionado,

esta dispuesto a utilizar la po-
sicién oficial de los soviéticos

para respaldar sus posiciones -

derechistas e Indefendibles y

para atacar a Teodoro Pet-.-

koff, quien desde “CHECOS-

LOVAQUIA: el socialismo co-

mo problema” y ;Scoclalismo
para Venezuela? ha hecho se
“Veros anélisls criticos de la di-
nimica de los pufses soclalis-
tas y de algunos aspectos de

la politica del Partide Comu-

nista de Venezuela.

El cable —llegado a través
de la agencia Tass— no es un
trabajo de fondo, y se limita

a emitir toda dlase de epitetos
sin fundamentos contra la per-
sona de Petkoff. Desde las -

épocas de Stalin v la discusién
Chino-soviética ne se habfan
producido ataques tan virulen-
tos y pasionales como los que .
en esta oportunidad se esgri-
men contra él; dice, por ejem-
plo, que el dirigente comunis:~
“con un odio especial, que n9
disimula en absoluto, con evi-
dente animadversién, habia de
la Unién Sovié*~~ + adultera
pérfidamente < proceso de
construceién del socialismo en

" la URSS”, por otra parte dice

que “Petkoff, después de pa-
sarse a la posicién de los ene-
migos del socialismo, tergiver-
sa...ete, ete)”. En otras paries
lo llaman ‘‘renegado”, ‘“revisa
dor del marxismo” v “negador

" de la misién histérica de Iz

clase obrera y su pape] de van-
guardia en la lucha por el de-
rrocamiento del capitalismo...”

Evidentemente el articulista
del Pravda no estaba dispues-
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to a entrar en mayores discu-
siones con los comunistas ve-
nezolanos que coinviden con
Petkoff sino que su dinico ob:
Jetivo era enunciar la posicidn
oficial del PCUS y dictar una
Hfnea a sus pretendidos saté-
lites,

Como una linea politica ha
sido acogida la posicién de
Pravda por log lectores dere-
chistas del PCV, quienes al
publicar el cable en su periédi-
co se cuidaron muy blen de
intenclonarlo debidamente y
de suprimir “delicadamente”
algunas frases contenidas en
el cable de Tass, como, por
ejemplo, la gue se refiere a
Petkoff y su grupo”, accién
que evidencia la desesperada
pretencién de aislar al dirigen-
te que Jlos ha criticado.

Sin embargo, para amplios

sectores del PCV el documento

~de los rusos constituye una in-
tervencién inadmisible, Algu-
nos veteranos dirigentes opi-
nan’' que as! como los rusos
no intervinieron cuando e} Par-
tido Comunista Francéds pole-
ml2é con Garaudy, o cuando
aparecid el grupe “El Mani-
fiesto” en el Partido Italiano
-—y mucho menos pretendid
dictarles lineas a seguir— asi-
mismo el Partido Soviético se
deberia abstener de Inmiscuir-
se en los asuntos internos del
PCV sobre todo en una situa:
cién tan compleja y critica co-
mo la que reina en esta opor-
tunidad, Muchos de estos li-
deres, que en algin momento
mantuvieron posiciones con-
trarias a las de Petkoff, cie-
rran filas hoy para protestar
contra la intervencién soviéti-
ca esgrimiendo como, argumen-
to que su partido siempre ha
tratado de mantener, sin olvi-
dar el internacicnalismo pro-
letario, una total autonomia
de otros partidos comunistas,
y recuerdan, de paso, la posi-
cién esgrimida por la Direc:
cién del PCV cuando Fidel pro-
ponia clertas formas de lucha’
para nuestro pafs.

La utilizaciébn del artfculo
ruso por parte de la. derecha

del PCV evidencia su desespe--

raclén ante la inevitable de-
rrota que le propinaran las po-
siciones méis prograsistae y re-
voluclonarias en el préximo IV
Congreso. En busca desespera-
da de argumentos para defen-
der sus anacrénicas actitudes,
la derecha, represemtada prin-

cipalmente en Eduardo Ma-
chado y Guillermo Garefa Pon-
ce, convierte ¢ada uno de sus

gestos en un gidiculo “pataleo.

o ahogado”,

JQUE BUSCAN LOS
SOVIETICGS?

La discusién internacional
en el campo del soclalismo, las
duras criticas que se le han
hecho a la burocracia dirigen-
tes (satalinistas) de la URSS y
la pretensién de los ruses de
que el suyo es el mejor y um-
¢o modelo de sociallsmo ha
conducido a los comunlstas so
viéticos a disefiar una politica

- internacional que garantice el

apoyo irrestricto e incondlcio-
nal de otros Partides Comu-

- nistas, tanto en la dlscusién

como en sus dificiles posicio-
nes politicas, frente al impe-
rialismo y frente a otros pali-
ses socialistas. Esto ha traido
como consecuencia una inter-
vencién y un condiciopamiento
de los pequefios partidos de
nuestros p a i s e s, Condiclona-
miento en la mayoria de los

casos ha producido consecuen--

cias negativas y ha retrasado
el proceso revolucionario en
varios palses del mundo y es-
pecialmente de América La-
tina.

En el caso Que nos ocupa,
la intervencién soviética tiens
como objetivo garantizar el
mantenimlento del partido ve-
nezolanio bajo su Aarea de in-
fluencia- politica y evitar lo
que, supuestamente, significa-
ria una actitud critica siste-

mitica cuya incondicionalidad
no puede ser garantizads en
jos actuales momentos,

Esta Ultima, posicién cstaria
representada por Petkotf

Asl que los mavigtdos pre
fleren trabajer con los “paja-
ros” que conocen. Su primer
paso es dirigir su mensaje --a
través del Pravda-—- a Pompe:
yo Marques y a aquel naciee
que en la organizacién han
permitido la discusién y el en
frentamiento aun cuando estén
en desacuerdo con Petkoff. La
intencién es presionarle para
que clerre la discusion, llenen
de epitetos a aque] dirigente.
y mantengan su orbita en el
sitio “adecuado”.

Sin ernbargo, ni la posicién
intervencionista de los soviéti-
¢o0s, nl los “pataleos de ahoga-
g0” .del oportunismo de dere-
cha, segin ha trascendido en
los diversos niveles del PCV
impediran que la discusidn
continue y que las posiciones

* revolucionarias del grupo de

Teadoro Petkoff y la Juven
tu Comunista logren renovar
lac anacrénicas estructuras del
PCV,
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The "Revisions'" of the Spanish Communist Party: 2 Years of Crisis

Charles Vanhecke interview with Santiago Carrillo

For almost 2; months there have baen IwQ Spanish communist parties and two MUNDO OBRERO'S,
the Spanish bommunist Party's dentral organ (see LE MONDE of 23 October). This is
certainly not the first time that the Spanish communist have split. There was the
"Chinese" split in 1964 and the 1967 secession of .the Catalan gommunists, who were 0p-
posed to the:national party's peéaceful poliey and favored revolutionary methods. They
then published another edition of the communist paper. }
A

This time, hbwever, the division is imporﬁant. Not only becduse it has been brought
about by Enrigque Lister, the celebrated communist fighter of the Spanish Civil War
who won renown at the head of the 5th Regiment during the defense of Madrid in 1936 and
at the head of the 11th Division in the battle of Guadalajara, but also because it has
been clearly;fomented by the Soviets, who, 1t may be reasonabley believed, support the
party led byéLister both morally and financially. Y

, .
The affair obigingted in the repeated condemnations voiced by the Spanish Communist Party
against the invasion of'Czechoslovakia by the Warsaw Pact troops. As early as 21 August
1968 Party Chairman Dolores Ibarruri, "La Pasionaria," protested at the Kremlin against
the intervention. One month later the Spanish Communist Party Executlve Commitfee
plenum deﬂlared itself against the intervention by 66 votes (including that of Lister)
against five‘ In 1969 the pro-Soviet trend was confined to the "factional activities
of Executive Committee member Eduardo Garcia and Centril COmmittee member Agustin Gomez,

n
In December 1969, after those leaders! expulsion, Enrique ILister took over, first ap-

" pearing as the champion of the expelled by means of lettérs addressed to Central Committee

members and later demanding that the discussion be pursued at the party!s elgth congress,
which, he claimed should be convened.

Two months eérlier the Spanish Communist Party had protested against the accusations
victimizing Dubcek and Smrkovsky in Czechoslovakila. It renewed its protests in July 1970,
following Dubcek ‘s expulsion from the CzZCP ("No, We Cannot Remain Silent").

The positions having hardened on both sides, the final split occurred in September 1970,
Lister led fbur Central Committee members in his whke. Celestino Uriarte, Jose Barzana,
Luis Ba\aguer, and Jesus Salz. In the first pro-Soviet issue of MUNDO OBRERO he
violently denounced the doctrine, methods, and person of Spanish Communist ‘Party General
Secretary Saptiago Carrillo. :

Thus, the general secretary was accused of establishing after World War II "a tribunal
which was to:;nterrogate and Judge all the comrades who had returned from Nazi.concen=-
tration camps,” openly suspecting them of "having become Kdpos.:in order to save their
lives. " Furthermore, he was made "responaible for the death or imprisonment of comrades
sent into Spain without necessary precautions." And finally, Lister asserted that
Carrillo had plotted the death of Spgnish Communists Comorera and Monzon by making

them cross the bogder at points where they were expected by thg Spanish police. ~
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In the doctrinal sphere, he has been guilty, according to Lister,. of "anti-Sovietism,:

“nationalism," and "anti-Marxism® (by advocating a national model of socialism). He is
also accused of trying to change the Spanish Communist Party into a "bourgeois workers,”

party by lintegrating it into ~unish neocapitalism“ and making it fight for an

-"allegedédemocratization of the country

At ite recent sension the Spanish Communist Party Central Committiee orllec the personal

-attacks ‘directed agaimst Santiago-Carrillo Moslumnies.” It again-:propounded-its-viewsy-

which can be briefly presented. as follows: The Spanish Communist Farty must "come to.-
the surface."” It must conquer "free zones" within Spain,.
|

We have put guestions eoncerning all these problems’ to Santiago Carrillo, 55 former
typographer and Journalist, Socialist Youth secretary at 19, Communist Party member
since 1936, made Central Commitiee member in 1937, responsible for party organization,
in Spain!since 1942, and general secrebary in 1960, a post in which he succeeded -
Dolores Ibanruri, and Eince then bas led 3 several hundred thousand-strong party, if
its leaders are to be belilieved.
Santiago! {Carrillo Believes That the Communist Movement Should No Longer Be Centered on
Moscow

In order:to explain the split caused by Enrique Lister and his “group” Santlago Carrillo
first said:

!
For a long time two eoncepts have been in opposition within the Spanish Communist Party.
On the one hand there were followers of a new type.ol revolutionary party ready to form
alliances with all new opposition forces, and in particular with Catholics, a party
which noilonger sees socialism as its own preserve but as a party belonging to all the
people. !And on the other hand, there were those who still view the Communist Party as
as it was in the twenties, 2 narrow and sectarian party awailting an extraordinary con-
Junctionuof circumstances which would enable 1%t to gain power., These two concepts have
become crystalllzed as a result of the Czeshoslovak affair, which started a crisis
within the international communist movement.

i

k
Questioni Lister accuses you of being anti-Marxist because you advogcate a model of
"National communism®.., ..

Answer: JI am in favor of z model of socialismy adapted to Spanish realities. This has
nothing in common with so-galled "national communism,® ~0f course, I am a Marxist and
Leninist. I believe, however, that the unanimity of communist parties which existed

at the time of the Comintern is no longer possible. The international communist move-
ment should reeognize that all its supporting parties have the right to differ because
of the existing differences in the development of their respective countries. As far

as we are concerned the main point is to insure a unity of action against North Amerac.r
imperialism,. a unity which does not exclude ideologieal differences, and not -to achigyve
an ideological unity which is entirely superfiecial. That is why we are in favor of
reestablishing relations with the Chinese Communists, Jjust as we are in favor of an
alliance with all anti-imperialist forces in Spain,. It is a traditional reflex thaf
makes some comrades believe that the communist movement must eontinue to be centered on
Moscow.

4
I
i
: i




Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-0j194A000400010001-1

Question Does it mean that you are breaking with the Soviets?

‘Answer: Why? 'In June 1969 the CPSU approved, Just as we did, the Mosgow conference
resolution stating that no dirferences among the communist parties, not even differences
of a lasting hature, should prevent interparty collaboration. It also agreed with our
policy in April when it signed e bilateral eommunique with Dolores Ibarruri and myself.
ithe Spanish Communist Party premises in Moscow are still in our hands. OFf the 1,000
‘Spanilards 11v;ng in the Soviet Union about 900 support us, the otﬁers have been expelled
for supporting Lister and his group. - S

| : ‘
Question Nnvertheless, it is at Soviet instigation and ‘with Soviet support that Lister
has founded aﬁnew Spanish Communist Party and publishes ‘another’ MUNDO OBRERO?

|
Answer: By ehﬂnu‘ting our differences with the CPSU Llster and his .group are now trying
to find in Sppin the otrength they do not have. You know, . however, that a Russian
proberbdb says: f“A devoted bear 1s man's worst enemy." Those in our country who claim to
be the Soviet!quon's most ardent champlons are its worst enemies.,

- Question: What attitude would you adopt -should "the - Soviet ‘Union-establish diplomatic:
relations with Ceneral Franoo? :

“lanswer: Such a step would have been understandable 10 or 15 years ago but it would not
be now, when Wranco s regime is drawing to a close. We belleve that diplomatic relations
between the sociallst countries and Franco are detrimental ‘to those countries! prestige

’oin the eyes. of the popular masses.
[fraie

Queotion. How,will the Spanish Communist Party be able to resist Lister's offensive
if nhe is supp?rted by Moscow? ,
Answer: Qur party, which is independent, has already solved this problem. The game
“has bsen won ever since the 111 members of our Central Committee, inecluding the 90
members living in Spain, approved our policy, which is supported by all our organlzations
in Spain. Llster has only small groups of followers among emigres living in one or
two socialisti countries. In France he has only about 60 sympathizers among over 10,000
communist emigres. ’ : o -
\
Question: But*you have expelled people who did not agree with you. ‘Is this quite
consistent with your views on ideological plural ismf? '
!
i
Answer: Lister and his group have excluded themselves by leaving the recent Central
Committee session in September and founding a caricature of the Communist Party.
‘Some comrades. were left absolutely free to disapprove of our views on. Czechoslovakia
but when it came to action, unity was necessary. This having been sald, it . is true
““that a better balance should be struck between ‘this necessity and the need for internal
‘democracy. In September the Spanish Communist party adopted the principle that in the
future any differences may be set- forth in party papers. But we still are an illegal party.
Demoeracy: within- the party is- affected by the lack of democracy in the entire country.
VThis also. appliea to the other Spanish opposition parties, although they do not lay
" elaim to democratic qentr«lism
Question: Is your atbitude to Czechoslovakia not a precautiaon taken with a view to
acquiring the sympathy of the rest of the Spanish opposition? .

Answer: Our national and international policies are Indivisible. . It 1s not a question
of taking precautions but of the very essence of our policy. Otherwise, who will
believe\us when ue;talk*about'oémoératic sdcialism?' - {paragraph continues]

3
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It does not follow that we are anti-Soviet. We do not underestimate the importance of
the Soviet Union as an anti-imperialist power. But we are against the division of

the world into two military blocs, agalnst zones of influence, which in the final
analysiSr serve gnly imperialism.

Question;g Whe are your allies in Spain?

Answer: All those who are in favor of the reestablishment of democratic liberties,
even if their aims are contrary to ours and even 1If they have: supported the Franco
regime in the pasgt., : : -

Questlon. But can the working class accept an alliance which would include a section
of the prOpertied classes?

Answer: You'forget that the 8panish vregime has retained fascist traits and that our
rirst task is to abolish them. To achieve this we are prepared to ocome to terms with
the devilihimself: The people understand this very well.. When the French Communists
had to fight against nazism they did not hesitate to form an alliance with De Gaulle:
Indeed, we need the bourgeols opposition and one has only to read the $panish press

to see that this opposition exists. Some capitalists no longer believe in the
authoritarian system and Ilncereasingly numerous forces, even within the state apparatus
and amongithe military, are prepared to conclude a pact for freegom.

|

Question:| Are you relying on Juan Carlos to reestabl;sh democracy?
) N .
Answer: No one in Spain relies on Juan Carlos. MNost military men do not trust him.
Franco has the authority of the man who won a war. Juan Carlos has won no war and -
has no authority. The monarchy has no great future in Spain. If Juan-Carlos does
ascend the throne it will only be provisionally. '

Question:? Is socialism not your filirst objective?

Answer: Spain_cannot directly progress from the Franco regime to socialism. A halting
place is necessary. But, of course, socialism is our objective, a democratic and
1ndependent soclalist system in which the communist party may be the leading party

but not the dominant one, a socialist system which will accept philosophical and
polltioal,pluralism, the only possible socialisy system in a developed country. We
can very well imagine a socilalist Spain with a Catholic at the head of the government
and the Communist Party in the minority. Aanyway, our history teaches us that this

is possibfe During the Civil War the Communist Party could have gained power-=-it

had the best military units and it had armor and an air force--but it did not go along
with thos e who wanted 1t to do so. There were only two communist ministers in the
Republican‘Government, but even s0 our party played a leading role because i1tsiideas
carried weight, :

Question:‘tYou]said: "A Catholic head of state." What is your attitude toward ihe
church? }'r

Answer: The Spanish church has been the most ivicgrationist and “nacticunry in the
world., It has reéepresented the main force of the rHranco regime. However, it is now
adopting attitudes which, for all their timidity, are estnanging it froum the regime.

It is still assuming a great responsibility by falling to demand an annesty wailch is
necessary for liquidating the Civil War. 'Bul bhere are. powerflul progressive underc:: ~ment
within the church, undercurrents which may transform it into the most progress:

churqh in the world. Recently, in Oviede, a Jesuit who is a profes.ur at the Gregor
5chool in Rome and two of whose brothers are members of the army and gende“1“ﬁ_o

general staffs, cendemned private eynepship and declared himself in fevor of thw .
struggle. [paragraph continues} L
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The church has voiged i1ts views on the Granada shootings. Workers commissions often

" meet in monasteries. Communists and Catholices Jointly work in these commissions—- i
both workers and peasant ones--and also in the, natlonal commisoion which was creuted at , .

© the beginning of 1976, It was with Catholis. support that on 13 October 20 000 agricultural

workers toolk part in-a 24-hour strike in Seville Province. W1thout the poliey of

alliance with Cabholics the opposition would riot. have. been able Yo surfacee‘ You know,

‘We have,. oi"ﬁhn ﬂﬁiﬂ Shat Qaamsh spclalism weula a.dvmn with hammer and sickle in one
hand and the oross in the other!
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Depuls prés de deux mols, Il existe deux partis com-
munistes espagnols, et deux « Kundo cbrerc » (Monde
ocuvrier), Porgane central du P.CE. {yoir « l¢ Monde »
du 23 octobre). Les communistes -espagnols n’en sent
sans doute pas &-leur pramidre scission : scission « chi-
noise » de 1954, sécesslon de 1857 des communisies ca-
talans, qui, opposés & lz ligne paclfiste <u parti na-
tional et partisans de la vole insurreclionnelie, ont pu-
bilé alors une autre édition du journal communiste.
Mais cette fois, ia divislon est o’impertance. Pas seu-
lement parce gu'elle a éié provoquée par M. Enrique
Lister, céidbre combaitant communisic 3 guerre <j-
_ville espagnole, qui s’illusira a iz iéle du 8° ré-
giment cans.la défense de Madrid en 1536, et & la téte
~de la 11° division dans la Yataille de Guadalajara,
. mals aussi parce qu’elle a été visiblement fomentée par
les Sovlétiques, dont on peut ralsonnablement penser

qu'ils appuient, moralement et !mancxérement. le parti

" conduit par M. Lister.

L’aifaire trouve son origine dans [ac condaminations
"répétées que le P.C.E. a formulées conire Pinvasion
de la Tchécoslovaquie par les troupes cu pacte e Var-
govie. Dés le 21 aolt 1836, hnma Dolores ibarruri - la

« Pasionzria », — présidente du parti, protestait .au
Kremiin contre Pintervention. Un mois plus tard, le plé-
num du comité exécutif du parli communiste espagnol,

par 66 voix (dont celle do M. Lister) contre §, se pro-

nongait contre Vintervention. ER 1869, la tendance pro-
sovidtique fut réduite & P'activitdé « fractionnelle » de

. M. Eduardo Garcia, membre du comité exécutlf, et de
M. Agustin Gomez, membre du comité central.

Aprés Pexclusion de ges dirlgeants, . Enrique Llg-
ter, en décembre 1859, prit le relais, a ‘zbord en se fal-
sant le délensaur dos exclus dans doss lellres adressées
a2ux membres cu comiié central, puis en demandant que
le débat solt porté devant le huitidme congrés du parti,
dont il réclamait la convocation.

Deux mois pius t6t, le P.C.E. s'était élevé contre
fes accusations dent MM, Dubcek et Smrkoveky étalent
victimes en Tchécosfovaquie. |l renouvela ses protesia-
tions en julllet dernier aprés I'exclusion de M. Dubcek
du parli communiste ichécoslovaque. (« Non, nous ne
puuvcns plus nous {aire. »)

Les posiiions < .izat durcles de pan et dautre, ia
rupture fut consommde en saplembre dernler. M. Lister

—TUItSUSTeN Ny

PPToV

eniraina & se sulfe quatre membres du comité central @
M. Cselestine Urlarte, José Barzena, Luis Ba%a:' wr et
Jesus Baiz. Dans le prerl numére du « Liungo
obrero » pro-soviéiique, il céngrga violemment Ia dac=
trine, ies méthodes et la personne méme de M. San-
tiago Carrillo, secrétaire gonéral du P.C.E.

C'est ainsi que le secriisire général est accusé
d’avoir formé aprés la © jderre -un « tribunal
pour interroger et juger fow.. ... .. marades revenus des
camps de conconlration nazis », {65 soupgonnant ouver-
tement « d'étre dovenus des « kapos » pour sauver leur
vie ». Il est également renciu « responsable de la mort
ou de emprisonnement de camarades envoyés en Es-
pagne sans los prégautions nécessalres ». Enfin, M. Lis«
tor affirme que M. Carrilio @ comploté la mort des com~

| munlstes espagnols Comorera et Monzon, en leur fal-
| sant franchir Ja frontidre on des pm..ts ol les atten-

dalt Ia po..ce espagnole.

Sur le plan de la doctiine, M. Carrillo est, selon M.
Lister, ccupable d « aniicoviétisme », €2 « naticna-
fiame », &' « anlimarxisime » {en prénani un modiie

national o socialisme). i est égaioment accucd wa vou-

loir felre du partl communiste espagnol un parll « ou-

vrier bourgeois », en intégrantdans le « ndo-capiialismie
espagno! » et en le falsant combéattre pour « une préten-

" due démocratisation du pays ».

Lo oo ié eentral du P.C.E., lors de sa derniére réu-
nlon, a qualifié de « calomnies » les atlagues person-
nelles fancées contre M. Sariicgo Carritlo. Et il s’cci do
nouveau expliqué sur ses sositions, qulon visumera <2
la .:on suivante :le pari communisie eclagnol deil
« gortir 3 ia surface » ; il doit conquérir en Espagne
des « zones dg liberié ».

Sur tocus ces problémes,. nous avons iInteriogé M.
Santlagc Carrillo, clnquante-cing ans, ancien .ypogrﬂ-"
ot ancien ‘journaliste, secrétaire des ieunesses sGeia
listes & cilx-neut ans, membre du partl communiste de-
wwmbre du comité central Pannée suivanito,
charcé de Porganisation du parti en Espagne & partic
de 1942, secrétalre général en 1980, posie auquel il cuc-

_cédalt & Mime Dolores lbarruri, qul priside depuls iuis

un parti fort ¢e quelque cent mille adhérents, sl Voii en

C {ARLES VANH ;.C.(...
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Pour expliquer la scission opé-
rée par M. Enrique Lister et.son
«groupe », M. Santiago Carrillo
déclare d'abord

« Deux conceptions se sont af-
frontées depuis- longtemps . au
sein du parii communiste espa-
gnol. Il y avait, d'un coté, les

adeptes d'un parti révolution-

naire de type nouveau, ouvert
“aquz alliances avec toutes les for-
- oes nouvelles d’opposition, notam-
ment avec les catholiques, d'un
parti qui ne congoit plus le socia-
lisme comme son, seul faif, mais
. comme celui du peuple foult en-
tier. De Uautre;, ceuTr qui en
étaient restés au P.C. des anndes
20, &  lidée d'un parii étroit
et sectaire, qui attend un
concours de circonstances ex-
traordinaire pour prendre le

pouvoir. Ces deux conceptions-

se sont cristallisées sur laffaire
tchécoslovaque, qui a déclenché
une crise au seinm du +: -ement
communiste international. »

" QUESTION. — M. Lister vous

accuse d'étre antimarxiste parce
‘que vous pronez un modéle  de
« communisme national »..
REPONSE. — Je suis partisan
‘d'un modele de sopialisme adapté
aux réalités de I'Espagne, ce qui
n’a rien & voir avec ce qu'on ap-
pelle un « communisme natio-
nal »; et je suis, évidemment,
marxiste et léniniste, Seulement,
je pense gue l'unanimité des
partis communistes, comme . elle
existait au temps du Komintern,
n’est plus possible. Le mouve-
ment communiste Iinternational
se doit de reconnaitre & tous les
partis adhérents ‘le droit & la
diversité, étant données les dif-
férences de développément de
leurs pays respectifs. Pour nous,
T'essentiel n’est  pas une unité
idéologique: de: ‘facade, mals
I'unité d'action contre l'impéria-
lisme nord-américain, ‘laguelle
n'exciut pas les divergences idéo-
logiques. C'est pourquol nous som-
mes pour le rétablissement de
rapports avec les communistes
chinols, comme nous sommes
pour l'alliance, en Espagne, avec
toutes les forces anti-impérialis~
tes. La encore, cest un réflexe.
traditionnel qul ameéne certains
camarades & penser que le mou-
vement communiste doit conti-

neur d'avoir son centre & Mos--

cou.,
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Q. — Done, ¢'est la rupture

avec les Soviétiques ?
~ R. — Pourquoi ? Le parti com-

muniste soviétlque. & approuve,

comme nous, en Juln 1969, la ré-
solution de la conférence de Mos-
‘cou disant que les différences,
.méme durables, entre les P.C. ne
doivent pas faire obstacle & leur
collabaration, Il a encore ap-
prouvé notre politique en avril, en
signant, avec Dolores Ibarrurl et
moi-méme, un communiqué bila-
téral. Les lotaux du part! com-
muniste espagnol & Moscou sont
toujours entre nos malns. Sur

le millier d'BEspagnols qui vivent .

‘en Union soviétique, neufs cents
environ sont ave¢ nous, les au-

tres ont été exolus pour leur

appui & Lister et son groupe.

Q. — (Cest pourtazi bdilen &
Tinstigation et avec Cappui des
Sovigtiques que M. Ligier a fondé
un nouveau P.C. aspaynol et pu-
blie un auire ¢ Mundo obrero »?

..R. — Lister et son groupe es-
giient, aujourd’hui, en exploitant
-nos différends avec le parti com-
muniste de I'Union soviétique, .de
trouver en Espagne la fqrce
qu'ils n'ont pas. Mais, vous savez,
il y & un proverbe russe qui dit : -
« Le pire aml de 'homme, c'est
Yours dévoué. » Les pires amis de
TUnjon soviétique, d&ans notre
pays, ce sont ceux qul se présen-
tent comme ses défenseurs les
plus farotiches.

Q. — Si I'Union soviélique éia=-
blissait- des relations diplomaii~
gues avec le 'général Franca,
quelle seragit votre position ?

R. — C’est un pas qui auralt été
compréhensible 1 ¥y a dix ou
quinze ans, mais qui ne ’est plus
quand le franquisme touche 4 sa
fin. Nous pensons que des rela-
tions diplomatiques entre des
pays soclalistes ef - Franco por-

tent préjudice au prestige de ces
pays aux yeux des masses popu=~

laires. . C

. Q — S8i M. Lister a Uappui de
Moscou, comment le parti commu-
niste espagnol pourra-t-il résis-
ter @ son offensive ? -

) R. — Notre partl, qul est in-
. dépendant, a déja réglé ce pro-
bléine. La partie est gagnée &
‘partir du moment ol les cert
onze membres_de notre comité
- central, dont quatre-vingt-dix vi-
U vent en Espagne, approuvent no-
. fre politique, laquelle est suivie
par toutes nos organisations d'ms-
.pagne. Lister n'a que de petits
groupes de partisans parmi les
émigrés Installés dans un ou deux
pays socialistes. En Fraucs, il
n'a qu'une soixantaine do sym-
pathisants parmi plus de dix
'‘mille communistes émigros.

Q. — Mais vous avez excly ceuz
qui n’étaient pas daccord avec
-vous. Est-ce bien conforme & vos
positions sur le pluralisme idéo-
logique ? ’

. R. — Lister et son groupe se
sont exclus d’eux~mémes en quis-
tant la derniere réunion du co-
_mité central, en septembre, et cn
fondant une caricature ca parti
communiste. Toute liberté a dis

» laissée a certains camarades co

désapprouver nos prises de Do-

. sitlon sur la Tehécoslovaquie, mais

au moment dagir I'unité étais

" nécessaire, Cela dit, 1l est wrai

qu'il faut trouver un meilleur
équilibre entre cette nécessité-1a
et celle de la démocratie’ interne.
En septembre, le parti commu-

“niste espagnol a.  sdopté pour

prlincipe que les divergences pour-
rafent étre exposées 3 l'avenir

. dans ses journaux. Mals nous

sommes encore-un partl illégal.
La démocratie dans le parti se
ressent du manque de démocra~

. tle dans le pays tout entier. Clest

vra; pour les autres partis d'op-
position espagnols, bien qu'ils ne
se réclament pas du centralisme
démacratique. ’

. Q._ — Voire position sur la
Tchécoslovaquie n’est-elle pas une
précaution destinde & vous conci-
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lier la sympathie du reste de
Uopposition espagmnole ?

R. — Notre politique nationale
et internationale ne fait qu’un
tout. Il ne #'aglt pas dumy pré-
ecnution, mais.du fond méme de
cette politique. Sinon, qui pour-
rait nous croire quand nous par-
lons de socialisme démocratique ?

" Nous ne somines pas pour autant
antisoviétiques. Nous ne sous-
estimons pas limportancé de
1'Union soviétigite comme puis-
sance anti- impérialiste. Malis

nous sommes confre la division du .

monde en deux bloes militaires,
contre les zones d'influence, qui
ne servent finalement que l'impé-
rialisme.

Q. — Quels sont vos alliés en
Espagne ?

R. — Tous ¢eux qui sont favo- .

rables au rétablissement des liber-
‘tés démocratiques, méme s'ils ont
des buts opposés aux nbires,
méme sj, dans le passé, ils ont
appuyé le régime franquiste.

Q. — Mauais la classe outtiére
peut-elle accepler une alliance qui
englobe une partie des classes
possédantes ?

R. — Vous oubliez que le ré-.
gime espagnol a gardé des formes
fascistes, et que notre premiére
tache, c’est d'en finir avec elles.
Pour y arriver, nous sommes préts
a4 pactiser avec le diable ! Cels,
le peuple le comprend trés bien.
Quand les communistes francais
ont da lutter contre le nazisme,
ils se sont bilen alliés 3 de Gaulle!.
L'opposition bourgesoise nous est
‘donc nécessaire, et il suffit de
lire la presse espagnole pour cons-
tater qu'elle existe., Une partie
du capitalisme ne croit plus au
systéme autoritaire; des forces de
.plus en plus nombreuses, jusque
dans l'apparell de U'Etat, jusgue
chez les militaires, sont prétes &
conclure un pacte pour la liberté.

Q. — Complez-vous sur Juan
Carlos pour rétablir le démo-
cratie ? :

R. — Personne, en Espagne, he
compte sur Juan Carlos. La plu-
part des militaires n'ont pas
confiance en lui. Franco a l'auto-

rité de celui qul & gagné une

guerre., Juan Canlos n'en a gagné

aucune, il. n’a aucune autorité. .

La monarchie n’a pas beaucoup
d’avenir en Hspagne. Si Juan

Carlos monte sur le tréne, ce sera

provisoire.

Q. — Le socialz‘smé n’est pas
votre premier objectif ?

R. — L'Espagne ne peut passer -

dircctemant du franguisme ag

socialisme. I! faut une étape. .

Mais notre objectif est évidem-
ment le socialisme — un.socia-
lisme démocratique et indépen-
dant, ot Ie parti communiste
pourra étre un parti -dirigeant,
mais non dominant. Un ¥dcia-
lisme qui accepterz le pluralisme
philosophique et politigue, Ie seul
possible dans un pays dévelpppeé.
Nous concevons ftrés bien ume
Espagne sociallste ol le chef du
gouvernement serait catholique et

ol Ie P.C. serait minoritaire. C'est -
- drailleurs la legon méme ce notre

histoire. Pendant la guerre civile,
le parti communiste aurait pu
prendre le pouvoir — il avait les
meilleures unités militaires, i1

await les blindés, l'aviation, —

mais il n’a pas suivi ceux qui

"lui suggéraient de le “faire. Le
gouvernement républicain. ne

comptait que deux ministres com-
munistes, mais notre partl avait
tout de méme un réle dirigeant,
car ses idées avaient de I'in-
fluence.

Q. — Vous avez dit : « Un chef .

de gouvernement catholz’qye ».
Quelle est votre position & Uégard
de UEglise?

R. — L'Hglise espagnole & 6t .

la plus intégriste, 1a plus réaction-
naire qui soit, elle a ét¢ la force
principale du franquisme. Mais
aujourd’hui, elle adopte des po-
sitions qui, aussi timides sofent-
elles, l'éloignent du régime. Elle
prend encore une énorme respon-
sabllité en ne demanmddnt pas
T'amnistie, ce qui &t indlspen-
sable pour lquider la guerre
clvile. Mais elie a en son sein des
courants progressistes puissants,
qui peuvent en faire I'Eglise la
plus progressiste du monde. Ré~
cemment, & Oviedo, un jésuite,
professeur 2 I'Ecole grégorienne
de Rome, qui a deux fréres gans

T'état-major. de larmée et de la
gendirmerie, a condamuné la pro-
piidté privée et sest prononcd
pour la lutte des classes, L'Itglise
& pris position sur les fusillades
de Gronade. €'est dans des cou-
vents que se réunisscnt souvent
les commissions ouvridres. Commu-
nistes et catholiques travaillent
etsemble dans ces commissions —
quvrieses, paysannes — et dans la
comniissfgn nationale créée au
début dé Tannée. C'est avec I'ap-
pui des eatholiques qu'unc: gréve

- de vingt-quatre heures a été sui-

vie, Te 13 octobr  dernier, rur
Vingt mille ouvriers agricoles
dans o province de Sdville. Suns
la politique d'unité avec les ca-
tholiques, 'opposition n'aurait pas
pu falre swrface. Vous savez, nous
avons souvent dit que le socia-
lisme espagnol marcherait avec la
faucille et le marteau dans une
méin et la croix dans l'autre!
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LE MONDE, Paris
L November 1970

"The Study of MarxXism Is Not Our Exclusive Patrimony"

vMonolithic," "dozmatic,? "mechanical repetition of orders from
zbove," “communist parties transformcd into organs of execution”: it
is a veritable volley of blows that is struck. Tnis is found in lssue
No 6l of the very official, although secret, “"theoretical and political®
magazine of the Spanish comsunist party, Nuestra Banders (Our Flag).
The author, I, Marti,* draws up the balance sheet of several dacades
of Stalinism. In the first paragrapi, he states: "The facts are
there: the communist movement today is not facing up to the conmplex
problems that arise in the building of soelalism and it shows greatb
weaknesses in the ideological struggle, especially in the developed
capitalist countries.” . -

Ths anthor of the srticle tries to explain why the communist

movenent has experienced a lonz period of "theoretical stagnation.™ | -

Referring to the polemics that opposed Lowin to Trotsky and Bukharin
in 1921, he stresses that at the tima the communists gave full
publicity to the discussions that divided them. In addition, "in
spite of the criticlsms and sarcesm of Ienin, in spite of tholr
minority position at the 10th congress of the communist party of the
Soviet Union, those who were the subject of the polemics nad a right
to respect and to their maintenarce in responsible party and Sovieb
state posts,Ei

i

wThis does not mean to attribute exceptional merit to Lenin,"
¥r Marti continues. "Frankness, freedom of discuccion and the respect
of individuals were cusiomary in the first years of the communist

%assumed name of a Spanish communist party leader.
#xNevertheless, it was the 10th congress that prohibited party
factions. (Editor's note).
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international." And ho adds that "without @ lively and {rank exchange
of opinions a party could not maintain its vitality eagily."..

After having exploined under what conditlons Stalinism was forged
and having listed the consequences (hierarchicael power, sanctification
of official texts and speeches, and so forth), the suthor arrives at
the following cbservation. After the war, the bourgeols grew stronger
and capitelism experienced an expansion taal it had not itseolf forescen.
It used this to spread an ideology of "development® and "technoeracy®
based on the "death of ideologies," and this is a phenomepon that the
cormunist movement has not known how to analyze, hindered as it has
been by "its monolithic and authoritarian traditions.”

Tne “"French May®

Hpr Marti states that a significant fact of the weaknessses in the
conrunist movencnt wes that the [irst sympioms of change in capitalist
countries appeared Meither spontaneously or under the stimulus of
foreign advanced guard movements toward the communist mevement. These
included the black explosion and the struggle agalnst the Vietnamese
war in the United States; the university revolt in a number of countries;
the. entrance of & number of intellectual and professionel secters
"into the anti-imperialist struggle.® On this last polnt, the authop
underlines the importance of the "French May," which saw university
professors, radio and television Journalists and officiels of urban
departments "asking themselves about their secial role.” :

Mr Merti attributes the broadening of the “revolutionary fronit®
to the Pideolopical deficiencies of cepitalism.® Buy what is more
important, he sces ip this the necessity for a girengthening of theory
in communist parties wishing to integrate the new disputers into Ll
strapgle for sccialism, He clearly desgribes one of the conditions
for this: “Revelutionary criticism must examine and explain the problems
of the sccialist camp without fear of whaty pce the enemy may make of
them, becauce we are in such a sitnation that adverse propaganda ic
much more harmful if we are not capable of glving ratioral and Harxist
explanations for these phenomena." (Of the socialist camp)e

Such an analysis has significance concerning the evolution of
the Spanish commuanisy party. It is drawing nearer to the latest
resolution of tihe central committee of the Ppanish commtpist party:
¥The study of Marxism is not the exclusive patrimony of communisic.®

¢+
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4 November 1970

«L'étude du marxisme n'est pas notre patrimeine exchusif >

TN OOt ST, doEman

de conslgnes venues d’en haut»,
« partis communistes  transtor-
‘més en organes d’exécution» :
c’est une véritable volée de bois
vert, On la trouve dans le n° 64
de la trés officielle, encore que
. clandestine, revue « théorique et

(« Notre drapeau »), L’auteur, E.
Martl (1), dresse le bilan de plu-
sieurs décennies de - stalinisme.
Dés le premier paragraphe, i1
" affirme : « Les faits sont 1a :
" 1z mouvement communiste n’af-
;. fronte pas' pleinement, aujour-
/v 1@’hul; .les problémes ' complexes
surgis pengdant Ja construction
du socialisme, et il présente
d'importantes faiblesses dans la
' “lutte ldéologique, surtout dans
les pays ecapitalistes dévelop-

i pés. » ,
L'auteur ' de Tarticle essale
‘d’expliquer pourguoi le mouve-
ment communiste a connu une

théorique ». Se reportant aux po-
~ lémiques qui, en 1921, opposaiait
Lénine & Trotski et Boukharine,
- fl;. souligne qu’a l'époque les

‘publicité aux débats qui les di-
' visaient. En outre, «malgré les
critiques et sarcasmes de Lénine,
malgré leur position minoritaire
au sein du dixidme Congrés du
P.C.U.5.,, ceux qui étalent Iob-
Jet de la polémique avalent droit
* au respect et & leur maintien
* aux postes de responsabilité du
parti et de. YEtat soviéti-
ques » {(2).
« Xl ne g'agit pas d'attribuer 3
Lénine des mérites exception-
nels, poursult M. Marti, 1la

tisme », arépétition mécanique *

' politique n-du parti communiste-
v espagnol, « Nuestra Bandera »-

communistes donnalent toute:

Tranchise, 1a 1lberté de discus-

. slon, le respect des personnes

étajent monnale courante dans
les premidres années de l'Inter-
nationale
d’ajouter que «sans un &change

communiste, » Et°

parti peut difficilement garder

sa vitalité »n,

quelles conditions s*était forgé
le stalinisme, et en avoir énu-
méré les consédquences (pouvoir
des hiérarques, sacralisation des
textes et . des discours offi-
¢iels, etc.), Pauteur. en arrive 3
cette constatation : aprés la
guerre, la bourgeolsie s'est ren-

Aprés avoir expliqué dansf

forcée ; le capitallsme a connu

ane expansion gue lui-méme
n’avalt. pas prévue; il sen est

servl pour répandre une idéolo«

gie du « développement » et dela

« technacratie » fondée sur:la *

- ¢mort des idéologiesn, et clest

iy longue pérlode de «stagnation -

un phénoméne que le mouve-

vit et- franc d'opinions un

nels «dans la lutte anti-impé-
rialiste n. Sur ce dernler point,

. lauteur souligne I'importance
..du « mal francals», qui a vu les

universitaires, les journalistes de
Ia radio et de la télévislon, les
fonctionnaires des sexvives d’ur-
banisme «s’interroger sur leur
‘rbla soclaln,

M. Marti attribue I'élargisse-
ment du « front révolutionnaire »
4 la «carence idéologique du
capitalisme»n, Mais, ce qul est
plus important, 11 y voit 1a né-
cessité, pour les partis commu-
nistes qui veulent intégrer les

. nouvelles forces contestatairves

dans la lutie pour le socialisme,
d’un  renforcement théorique,
~dont i1 expose clairement une
des conditions : «La critique
révolutionnaire doit examiner et
iexpliquer les probidmes du camp
‘socialiste sans craindre 1'utilisa-
tion que Vennemi pcut en faire,

%, .car nous sommes dans une si-

ment communiste n’a pas su .
analyser, entravé qu’il était par .

«ses traditions de monolithisme
et d'autoritarisme ».

Le « mai francais »

Fait significatif des faiblesses
du mouvement cominuniste, pré-

cise M. Martl : les premiers .

symptémes de changement dans -

les pays capitalistes sont a

s «solt spontandément, soit ’
- sbus l'impulsion d’avant-gardes

étrangéres an mouvement com-
muniste » -: explosion noire et

- lutte contre la guerre du Viet-

nam aux Etiats-Unis, xévolte uni-
versitaire dans de mnombreux

i

"puys, -entrée de nombreux Ssec- .
teurs: Intellectuels et profession- °

‘tuation telle que la propagande
adverse est d’autant plus nuisi-
‘ble que nous sommes molns ca~
‘pables de donner des explica-
. tlons rationnelles et marxistes
‘de ces phénomeénes. » (Du camp
socianste )

Une tc'ﬂe analyse est significa-
tive de I’évolution du parti com-
muniste espagnol. Elle est & rap-

- procher de ce que -dit la der-

- nidre résolution du comité cen=

tral du P.C.E. : «L'%tude du
marxisme n’est pas Ie patrimoine
excluslt des communistes »

(1) Nom d’emprunt d'un res-
" ponsable du P.C.E.

(2) C’est néanmoins le Xe Con-
grés qui interdit les organisa=-
tions de tendances dans le parti.

N D.R.L.
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MUNDO OBRERO, Madrid
30 September 1970

Enlarged Central Committee Plenum Meets

Text of Political Resolution

The enlarged Central Committee plenum met in Septembér and was
attended by party leaders from the principal zones and eities of the
country.

The enlarged Central Committee plenum observed a minute of silence
in memory of the victims of Granada.

The Central Committee heard reports from comrades Santiasgo Carrillo,
Dolores Ibarruri, and Ignacio Gallego, respectively, on the following
topics: ‘ '

The politicél tasks of the party at thé ﬁresent moment

The position of the party with regard to the national and regional-. .
problems of Spain; T

.The strengthening of the party. ,
The broad debate brought out the vealuable contribution and experience
of men who are participating in the worker, peasant, student, and pro-
fessional struggle, in the fropt renk; it pointed up the political
meturity and the profound assimilation of the party line.
The Central Committee unanimously approved the reports that were
submitted, as well as the executive committee's management, both in
terms of directing the work throughout the cquntry and within the
International Communist Movement, expressing felicitations on the
bilateral conversations that were held with various sister parties as
well as those that are being planned. :

The Central Committee reaffirmed its confidence in the executive
committee and its secretary-general, Comrade Santiago Carrillo, and used
the occasion of this meeting to honor Comrade Dolores Ibarruri, party.

" chairlady, who will celebrate her T5th birthday on 9 December; she has
lived an exemplary life as revolutionary fighter and she is one of the
most outstanding figures of the International Communist Movement. :

The Central Committee promoted 29 new members and appointed comrades
Ester Blanco, Juan Calanda, Jose Maris Gonzalez Jerez, V. Martin Garcia,
and Ricardo Orueta to the executive committee.



v ent b e e
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The Central Committee decided to expel the following from the
party: Enrique Lister, Celestino Uriarte, Jose Barzana, Luis Balaguer,
and Jesus Saiz; they had for some time been actively supporting the
fractionist front of Eduardo Garcia and Agustin Gomez, establishing
with them a group that slandered the policy of the party and insulted
its leaders and militants. Enrique Lister, Celestino Uriarte, and Jose
Barzens had an opportunity to spedk up during the enlarged Central
Committee plenum but provocatively walked out of the meeting the moment
the first session began, at the instant when the agenda was approved,
thus avoiding the confrontation of their positions with those of the
Central Committee members,

In concluding its debates, the Central Committee approved the
following political resolution:

The crime of Granada, which has shaken the éonscience of the country,
is a sign of the degree of decay of Franc01sm. All of the contradictiouns
- have become more acute. :

Financial scandals, such as the one involving "Matesa," have come.
to light and this places the.OPUS and the government in the dock.

The powerful upsurge of the worker movement, the National Congress

of the Legal Profession in Leon, the solidarity demonstrations with the. .

workérs of Granada, the general strike of the Madrid subway and of the
construction workers, and the new miners' strike in Asturias are other
factors in the crisis of the regime.

Thus culminates the crackup ot the entire system built on cadavers
and on the debris of the Civil War. We are approaching the breakup.
Post-Francoism is beginning to emerge in outline. The elements of new
democracy are asserting themselves.

The Franco government has perpetrated a new act of national betrayal

by renewing the military agreement with the United States. In return

for the continued operation of the United Stgtes bases, it seeks the kind

of support from United States imperislism without which its situation
would be even more desperate. But this will not save the dictatorship.
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MUNDO OBRERO, Madrid

30 September 1970 .
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Texto &ie la R@@@Em@mm Politica

. }:,n cl mes de septicmbre se{ha reuni-

0 ¢l Pleno ampliado del Coinité Cen-
tral, con la participacién de |dirigentes
del Partido en las principalgs zonas y
ciudades del pafis.

f iEl Pleno ampliado del C.C. guardé
.un minuto de silencio en mgmoria de
Ias victimas en Granada.

' El C.C. ha escuchado los iv forines de
Ios camaradas Sanilago Caxrillo, Do~
lores Ibarruri e Ignacio Ga lego,
pectivamente, sobre:

—JF.as tarcas politicas del
¢l momento presente.

artido en -

- —Posicion del Partido antp los pro- -,
y regignales de

blomas nucionales
Espaia,
'—El fortalecimiento del P.'Ttido.

El amplio-debate ha destacpdo la va-
:hosa aportacion y expemencigx
“bres que estan participando
linea en la lucha obrers,

de hom-
primera
nipesina,

estudiantil y profesicnal; ha{puesto de.

relieve la madurez politica iy la pro-
funda compcnetracﬁén con 14 linea del
Partido.

“El C.C. ha aprobado por uz animidad
los informes presentados, asi conio la
zestion del Comilé EJecut,ivor
la direccion del trabajo en el pals como
en ‘el seno del.movimiento gomunista
‘internacional, felicitdndose de las con-
versaciones bilalerales celebfadas con.
diversos partidos hermanos asi como de
las que csta:fwectatfas I
. "Bl C.C.-reafirma su confianza en el
“Comité Ejecutivo y su secretario gene-
iral, camearada Santlago Carrillo, ¥y
¥ provecha. su reunién para rendir ho-
‘menaje a la camarada Dolores Ibarruri,

“presidente del Partido, que-el proxi-
‘mo 9 de diciembre cumplird los 75 aiios
;de upa vida €jemplar de combatienie
irevolucionaria, y una de las figuras
'més destacadas del movxmiento comu-
nista internacional,

El C.C. ha promovido 29 nuevos
miembms y ha nowmbrado a los cama-
‘radas Esier Blanco, Juan Calanda,
1Jos¢ Maria Gonzalez Jeréz, V. Martin
‘Garcia y Ricardo Orueta para el Comitd
Ejecutlvo.

-El C.C. ha decidido expulsar del Par-
;udo @ Enrique Lister, Celestino Uriarte,

tanto en-’

José Barzana, Luis Balaguer y Jesus
Saiz, quienes desde hace algin tiempo

apoyaban activamente la labor fraccio- -

nista de Eduardo Garcia y Agustin Gé»

mez, constituyendo con €stos un grupo
que calumniaba la politica del Partido
e injuriaba a sus dirigenles y militan-

}tes. Enrique Lister, Celestino Uriarte y

José Barzana tuvieron la posibilidad de
‘intervenir en el Pleno ampliado del
K C.C., pero abandonaron provocativa-

res- mente”la reunién desde el comienzo

de la primera sesion, en el momento en
que fué aprobado ‘el orden del dia,

El C.C., como conclusion 'de'sus de~
bates, aprobé la biguiente resolucién
‘politica:

~¢ El crimen de Gr anada que ha estre-

mecido la conciencia del pais,
signo del grado de descomposicion del

franquismo.. Todas las contmdlcciones .

se han agudizado.

i estalhdo 4 la luz pubhca de escén—~

dalos financieros como «Maticsay coloca

- -

es un .

r al OPUS, a la vez,. en el Gobierno y er

el banguillo.
El "auge poderoso del ‘movimientc

. obrero, el Congreso Nacional de la alio-
© gacia en Ledn, las manilestaciones so-

lidarias con los trabajadores granadi-
nos, la hiuelga general del «Metro» ma-
drilefio y-la de la construccion, la nueve

- huelga minera de Asturias son olros
“tantos momentos de la crisis del rcgi

men. ~
Culmina asi la quiebra de todo. ¢

- sistema montad re caddveres y loo
huyendo la confrontacién de sus posi- - sis y do sob J

ciones con las de los miembros del C.C.

escombros de la guerra civil. Nos apro
ximamos al desenlace. Comienza a per-
filarse el postfranquismo. Se afirman

. los elemantos de la nueva deimocracia.

E] Gobierno franquista ha cometido
un nuevo acto de traicién nacional re-
novando los acuerdos militares con
EE.UU. A trueque de la persistenc. o
Jas bases USA, busca en el imperic
lismo norteamericano un apoyo sin cl
cual su situacion seria ain mds deses-

; ‘perada. Pero esto no salvara a la dicta-

dura.  1,:
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MUNDO OBRERO, Madrid
30 September 1970

The Specter of Beria

As we can see from the politiecal resolutien of cur Central
Committee, the latter decided, at its plenum, to expel Enrique Lister,
Celestino Uriarte, Jose Barzana, Luis. Balaguer, and Jesus Saiz from
the party because of the fractional activity they are carrying out
in connivance with Eduardo Garcia and Agustin Gomez.

Repudiated and condemmed for their attitude by the Central
Committee, these men quickly launched a phony Mundo Obrero in which
they denounce the holding of the Central Committee plenum and give
a falsified version of what hsppened there.

As reflected in the resolution, the Central Committee focused
all of its activity on the development of the mass struggles in Spain
and on the strengthening of the party. Lister's dirty attack upon
the party is devoid of any political ideas and consists of slander
and insults; it is designed to promote scandals and provocations.

~DLister's conduct reveals total duplicity: he shared the position
of the executive committee and the Central Committee with regard to
the intervention in Czechoslovekia and the position adopted at the
International Conference of Communist and Worker Parties by our
delegatlon of which he was a member, without expressing the slightest
disagreement with the statements in these positions. He accepted

the resignation of Eduardo Garcia from his leadership functions and

voted for the exclusion of Agustin Gomez from the Central Committee.
Then he began to write letters to the executive committee in which

he defended the men who had been excluded and repeated their insults
against the party leadership. Why this sudden and radical sbout face?
Moreover, Lister has now begun to distort and. sling mud at the history
of the party since the war -- a party of whidh he was a leader until

a short time ago.

At the plenum, the Central Committee members had these letters
of Lister available to them. They found that these letters did not
contain any political positions on which & serious discussion could
be started; they only contained arbitrary statements and insults.
Lister had every opportunity to state his opinions at the plenum.
The third p01nt on the agenda offered him plenty of room for that.
Under the pretext that the Central Committee did not accept his own
personal agenda -- which, among other things,. eliminated’ all of the
decisive issues of the struggle in Spain. from the debate —- he left
the meeting, Followed by Uriarte and Barzana. With this action,
Lister has placed himself beyond the pale of the party.
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Powerless to impose their aberrations on the party, failing in
their attempt to force our secretary-general and many other comrades
out of the leadership, this small bunch of splitters decrees in its
papers that it was not they who constituted the fraction but the
"fractional group headed by Carrillo," that is to say, the entire”
Central Committee. A Central Committee =- which we might note, in -
passing -- they continue to belong to, as is quite natural, since
they are prestigious veterans; but a Central Committee which, in its
mejority, is made up of leaders of the party organizations throughout
the country, to a great extent young men, promoted to the leadership
by these organizations and not be the executive committee, and others
who have distinguished themselves through their work in the various
mass movements. For these people, the fraction is the entire party,
which repudiates them.

The fraction, from the very beginning, as we know, centered its
slander on the person of Comrade Santiago Carrillo. It aimed at
the head in order to bring the entire body down. In this way these
men hope to -reate confusion and doubts in some militants. Since they
failed in this attempt, they now cast tactical precautions to the
winds and while stepping up-their attacks and slander against Carrillo,
they extend them also to the other leaders, not even stopping at the
figure of Dolores. :

a

" As far as this phony Mundo Obrero is concerned =- which they
have comé out with after their bankruptcy in the Central Committee —-—
the best one could say is that it contains slander directed against
the party which, we believe, not even Franco propagande ever outdid.
Not even the Franco police has ever come out with so outrageous a
series of slanderous statements against the party. All of this 1is
‘tempered by an obsession, by a fury which we can only refer to as
smacking of "trial."

|
Yes, that fantastic and grotesgue "gaccusation,"” which Lister

/ did not hesitate to make before the Central Committee -- is impreg-
nated with the mentality that inspired thoseg tragically remembered’
trisls; and as we read it in the phony Mundo Obrero, we understand
'whey they preferred to walk out rather than make such atrocious state-
ments there. From this prose, there emerges an unmistakable smell:
the smell of Beria. Behind all of this rises his sinister shadow.
This is new proof of how certain communists -- misguided by the most
serious ideological and political distortions, moved by personal
interests and power ambitions -~ can degenerate to the point where
they become the,very antithesis of our doctrine, our revolutionary
‘role in history, and our reason for existence.

And what sbout the motives behind this entire fractional cam-
paign? From the very first moment we saw clearly that its object-
ive was to put pressure on the party so that it would withdraw from
the position which it had adopted on the problem of Czechoslovakia
and so that it would adopt an attitude of unconditionality. When
this attempt failed, of course, they attacked the entire policy of
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the party. What these men are trying to do now is to divide the
party and break it up. There is no need to say that this intention
of the fractionists is delirious, Just like their slanders.

The response to all of this from the party militants will be *
what it always has been so far: firmly to defend party unity, to
repudiate this entire filth and to redouble their efforts through
the epplication of the party's policy which 1s the policy that will
bring Spain to democracy and socialism. »
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Ala direccion del Partido. c.Por
.y radical bandazo? Es mds, Llst‘ r s¢ ha lan-

T TR

4a su disposicion esas cartas

“Jafirmaciones arhitrarias ¢ injuria

q

e i

I:n de nuestin Cumnlid Cunteal,| dnle tomd on
. au pleno la deelsidn de expula r del Partide
.2 Enrique Lister, Celestino Urn e, José Bér-
zana, Luis Balaguer y Jesiis Sm por la acti-

‘vencin con Eduardo Gareia y Agiistin Gémez.

Rechazados, condenada su
C.C., se han
Mundo Obrero en ¢ que denuheian Ia cele-
bracién del Pleno del Comilé ‘«.ntrnl y dan
.una version cmbustera de Io ocmndo en él.

El C.(‘., conto 6o rcﬂeja en fla resolucidn,
centré toda su actividad en el |desarrolle do
lns luchas de masas cn Lspuun,

cimicnto del Partido. El
.eonlra el Partide, vacio de }cns politicns,

n ¢l fortale-

cscnnt]alos y provocncloncs.

-tal: compartié la posicin del Comité hjccu-
tivo y del C.C. frente a la in}ervencién cn
(,hccoslovaqum y la adoptada
renicia Internacional de Partidos
| Obreros por nucstra delegacié
7 Tofmé parte, sin gue manifcstgra el menor
'dcsacuerdo con lo expresado
iAcopto Ia dimisién de Eduardo

Comunistas y

arcia de sns

$'cargos dircctivos y voté la exclusivn de Agustin
’ ’ Gémez del C.C. Luecgo, comenké a escribir

2.cartos al C.E. en las cuales tomdha la defensa
~.de los excluidos y repetia sus j _]urins contra
1é tan sibite

zado a dcformar y cubrir de lodo la- historia
del Partido desde ]u guerra; de yu partido del
que! él ha sido dirigente hasta [hace poco.

Eir el Pleno, los miembros del|C.C. tuvicron
e Lister.
cra posible

4 encontraron con que .en ellas n

4 hallar posiciones politicas sobre|las cu'xles 8¢ -
sélo -

pudicra entablar wna discusién seria;
. Lister tuve

Jen el Plenocompleta posibilidag

Dia le ofrecin amplio marco para ello. Pero

4personal Orden del Dia —que
3 cosas, climinabn del dchate todaslas ciestiones
idecieivas de la Iucha en Espaiid— abandoné
:i)a reunién seguido, dc Uriarte y| Birzana. La
,ruplura era para §l nfs cémoda hue la diseu-
Jision cn el -G.C. Con era actitjud Lislcr 10
‘tolotnbn fucra del Partido.

-_,abcrracloncu, fracasndos sus intentos de despla-
Znar de la dircecién a nuesiro sccretario. gene-
jral y a otros muchos camaradas, el exiguo

racimo de divisionistas decretan cn sus papclcs

oy

J«el grupo fraccional encabezado por Carrilios,
4es decir, el C.C. entero. Un C.C. —digémoslo

Jeomo o8 nalural, veteranos prcshglmos, pero
que inlegran ya, en eu mayoria, dirigentes de
#las organizaciones del Partido en ¢l pals, en
-igran parte ,)évencn, promovxdol a la dircecion

umr dichas organizaciones y no por el Comité

n la Confe~

Se-

Cnmo se da cuenta et la refolucion poli-

aptitud por el .
apresurado a lajzar un falso

de exponer
18us opiniones. El tcrcer punte del Orden del
4
‘jcon el pretesto de que el C.C. lno aceptd su
enlre otras .

| que la fraccién no Ia constituyen ellos, sino -

" vitad fraceional que cstin reahleldo en conni- - .

sucio atique de Lister -

“consiste en calumnias e lll]lll’lﬂs ¢} promover . -

" La conducta de Lister es de una doblez to-

de la cua]

lli por ella,

Ejecutivo, y otros quc se han destacado por
su lrabaje en los 3ll‘eruum mavimlentes de
mosas, La fraccidn, pora esa gente, cs el Dar-
tido cntero que los r(,ch.ml.

Desde el principio, como se sabe, la fmcclon
centré sus infamias en’ la persona del cama-
rada Santiage Carrillo. Apuntaba a la cabeza
para abatir todo el _euerpo. Asi esperaban crear
confusién, dudas cn nlgunos militantes. Comin
ne Jo han conscguido, abora prescinden de pre-

. eauciones ticticas y, al mismo liempo que arre~
" cian en sus ataques y ealumnias contra Carrillo,

las extienden a los demds dirigentes, sin de-
tenerse siquicra ante la figura de Dolores.

En cuanto a ese faleo Mundo Obrero, que
han hecho sparceer tras su hancarrota en el

- C.C., lo mds exacto que se puede decir es que

conticne una difamacidn del Parlide que no

crecimos que la- propaganda lr.mqmsln haya -

superado jamds. Dificilmente los servicios po-
liciacos [ranquistas ban tejide . nunea
espesa y delirante serie de calumnias contra

el Parhdo. Todo ello presidido por una;ohse~

sién, por una furia que podemos llamar <pro-
ccaals, -

Si; esa fantistica ¥y
que Lister no so atrevid

grolesca  <acusacién»
a hacer ante el LC

—y al leerla en el falso Mundo Obrero se com-
prende que prefiriera ‘¢l portazo a decir alli

_tales atrocidades— estid impregnada de la men- -
talidad que ingpiré aquellos procesos de tri-
- gien memporia,

Dec esa prosa trascicnde un tufo
inconfundible: el de¢ Beria. Lras todo eso se

alza su sombra siniestra. Nueva prucha de ’

como, extravindos por deformaciones ideolé-
gicas .y politicas .gravisimns, movides por inte~

‘reses personales y ambiciones de poder, cier- -

tos comunistas pucdcn degencrar hasta con-

vertirse cn Ja antitesis de lo _que son nuestra™

doctrina, micstro papel revolucionario en la

- historia, nuestrn razén de ser,

¢Méviles de toda csia campniia “fraccional?
Desde el primer momento se vio clare gue su
objctive era el de presionar al Partido para
que se retractara de la posicién que tomé

en el problema de Checoslovanquia y adoptara

una naclitud de incondicionnlidad. Como, nu-
turalmente, cste objctivo fracasd, se lanzan
contra loda la politica del Partido. Lo que
abora pretenden estos hombres es dividic al
Pnrtldo, deshucerle. Intil decir que estc pro-

-.pocuo de los fracclomslun ¢s como sus calum-.

Impotentes para 1mponer al| Partido sus .

“entro paréntesis— al cual siguen pertencclcndo, ‘

nias: delirante.

Por parte ‘de los militantes decl l’arhdo Ia
respucsta a todo cllo seguird sicndo fa que han
dade. hasta shora: ‘defender firmemente la
unidad del Partido, rechazar toda csa basura y
redoblar su esfucrzo en la aplicacion de la
politica del Partido, que es la que llevard a

Espaila a la_democracia 'y al socidW

lan .

4
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MUNDO OBRERO, Madrid
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Pact for Liberty, Key to the Situation , S

The mass movement needs a veritable Jump in terms of its level.
The decisive factor here is, preclsely, the concrete materialization
of the Pact for Liberty.

In view of the exhaustion of the regime, the political vacuum
which is beceming increasingly noticeagble in Spain, can be filled
properly at this time only through a real, authentic, and deep-rooted
alternative. The forces of the working class and of the democratic
movement are prepared to bring that alternative to life. Everything
depends on the response from the other social .and political sectors.

The Pact for Liberty must be accomplished at the top, at the

" bottom, and in the middle. Its accomplishment at the top is.an impera-

tive requirement of the hour and will be the consequence of' the struggle
of the mass movement. The latter, in turn, can achieve its zenith,
during this phase, through the crystalization of this pact. There
is a close link between the mass movement, the political agreements,
and the Pact for Liberty.

A concrete alternative to the Franco regime will release
powerful forces among the masses which so far have been standing
by and waiting because they do not yet see a clear way out of the
s1tuaplon.

?

The Pact for Liberty must win support and neutralize resist-
ance within %the armed forces. It will have to tip in its favor sec-
tors of the government machine, the Church, and the bourgeoisie, who
still support the system todsy out of 1nertla or due to a lack of an
effective optlon° Much resistance would be. reduced or neutralized
in this manner. : /

As we understand it, the minimum foundations for a Pact‘for
Liberty are: R

A provisional, broad-coalition government;
Complete amnesty for political—social prisoners and exiles;

FundamentaI political freedoms of the press, of speech, of
a33001at10n, of assembly and of strike;

Constitgent elections.

i
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That government would furthermore have to pledge to pursue a
foreign policy of peace, independence, and neutrality with respect
to military blocs, thus diversifying its relatlons with all countries,
regardless of their social system. I

That government would have to give Catalonia, Euzkadi, and Galicia
& Statute of Autonomy, in provisional terms, on the basls of thouse
which existed in the past, until the new state is given its final
structure.

The Communist Party would loyally support that government,
so long as it carries out the program mutually agreed upon among the
forces sponsoring it, maintaining its independence with respect to
the solutions to be prov1ded for other fundamental problems.

The key to the situation is an alternative, boosted by strong
popular support in the streets.

. If this is achleved, political freedom w1ll be a reality with-
in a relatively short time.

If not, the situation could be prolonged and could give rise
to all klnds of disorders and provocations against the working class
and the other working strate and classes. .
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- Hace falla un verdadero| salto de ni- los pafses, cualquiera que sea su régi-
i~ vel del movimiento de masas. El factor men- social. - ! [

decisivo para ello es, preq’isame’nte, la - . . oo . _
. concrecién del Pacto para la libertad,  ISe gobierno deberia reconocer & Ca-
- l . taluiia, Buzkadi y Galicia un Estatuto

v l - . |
£l Pacte pwa la liberted,|
‘clave de la %ﬁ&umiéga

N

§
.
I
L

i

(.
I

s

'\ Dado el agotamiento de] régimen, el de autonomia, a titulo provisional, so-
" vaclo politico, cada vez mas sensible en bre’ la base de los que existleron enf -
»" Espana, solo puede llenarfe cumplida-. €l pasado, mientras no se estructure de-

.. mente en este momento con una alter< .finitivamente el nuevo Estado.

s nativa real, auténtica, cqn ralz DPro-  m partido Coxﬁuniéta apoyari a leal-

vy TTTTTTT

g funde. Lo tuoreas o 1o Flae obiers  menie 3 e oo on lanio cumpla

¢ s ) €l programa mutuamente convenido en-

)+ dispuestas a dar vida a es3 alternabiva. - 010 ferzas que lo patrocinen, man-

; -E@%‘égrgﬂ%@?ﬁg;apgleﬂ?& sta de otro8 - oniendo su independencia en cuanto a

BP0 R, - la soluocidén a dar a otros problemas

nEl Pacto parabla libert% jhr:t de rea- fundamentales,

" lzarse por arriba, por abajo y por en . 1g cla i -

p arrina, n " - . clave de la situacién estd4 en una

. meditq- Shl 1';3.9‘1:%01()“ por| arriha, i“il' _ alternativa, potenciada por uh' fuerte .

.y, perativo de la hora, sera consecuencia - apoyo popular ern-la calle. ‘ -

;%de la lucha del movimienfo de masas.. A R

A su vez, ésta puede alcanzar su cenit -~ Si esto se cornsigue, la libertad poli-

..-en esta fase cofl la cristalizacion de di- . tica serd una realidad en plazo rela-

" ’cho pacto. Existe, pues, estrecha liga- ~ tivaniente breve, ' ‘

1:iz6n entre movimientos de jimasas, con-’ N i - ’

** yergencias politicas y Pactp para la li-, - 8i no, esta situacién podria prolon-

" Pertad, - -gayse, y dar paso a todo género de des-
. _ , . rdenes y de provocagones contra la

¥ Una alternativa concretd al régimen = clase obrera y las demas capas y clases
. franquista liberard potentds fuerzas de. trabajadoras. - . . ; R
. .masa, hasta ahora expectantes porque -

;‘a;’én no ven clara ld salidd a la situa-

¢. Clon.

.. El Pacto para la Libertad tiene que
i._ganar apoyos y neutralizar resistencias ;
. en el seno de las fuerzas armadas. Ha- {
. .ria bascular a su favor Eec&tores del”

~

Yo

'+ aparato del Estado, de la |Iglesia y de
%' la burguesia que hoy todavia apoyan .
~sal sistema por inercia o por falta de
opeidén eficaz.. Muchas resistencias se -

 ablandarian o neutralizarjan,

L1 {
A nuestro entender, bases minimas
" .de un Pacto para la Libertad son:

N i
¥ "= Un_goblerno provisionsl de am-~
Jzi;l‘plla' coalicion, ! ‘

©. — Amnistia total para los presos ¥

éxiliados " politico-sociales.

o L Libertades .polil;icés fundamenta-
.+ les: dc prensa, de palabra, de asocia=-":
-% ¢i6n, de reunion y de huelga.

— Elecciones constituyentes.

" . Ese gobierno deberia, adeinas, com-
! prometerse a realizar una politica ex-
*" terior de paz, independencia y neutra-

-4 1idad respecto a.los bloques militares,

= _diversificando sus relaciones con todos

oL
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ANDRET AMALRIK - SOVIET DISSIDENT OR DISSEMBLER

After 6 months imprisonment following his arrest last May at
his summer cottage in Ryazan Province, southeast of Moscow, Andrei
Amalrik was sentenced on 12 November 1970 to a term of three years
in a labor camp under "intensive regime''. The trial, which took
two days, was held at Sverdlovsk, 900 miles east of the city where
he is registered as living -- Moscow. The reason given for the
trial's transfer to this Urals city was that copies of his works
were found there, but this appears to have been a transparent device
to limit publicity of the trial. Sverdlovsk is off limits to
foreigners.

Amalrik was tried under Article 190 (1) of the Russian
Republic's criminal code, which makes it a crime to spread
""deliberate fabrications defaming the Soviet State and public
order." This article, signed in 1966, is used against dissenters.
The prosecution's charges were based on 5 documents: an open
letter he wrote to Anatoly Kuznetsov (who defected to Britain
last year), transcripts of two interviews with CBS, and two books -
Involuntary Journey to Siberia and Will The Soviet Union Survive
Until 19847 The former was published In August 1970 by Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich, Inc., 757 3rd Ave. New York, N.Y. 10017, and
the latter by Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc., 49 East 33rd St.,
New York, N.Y. 10016. This soft cover edition, distributed as a
selection by the Book of the Month Club, contains a preface by
Henry Kamm which is a portrait of the author as a dissenter, as
well as a commentary about the work by Sidney Monas. In Canada
Fitzhenry and Whiteside, Limited, Toronto, has also published an
edition, and one has been put out in Russian by the Alexander
Herzen Foundation, Amstel 268, Amsterdam-C, The Netherlands.

The historical vision of the Soviet Union that Amalrik holds
is ironic in that at a time of the expansion of the USSR's physical
power his attention is riveted on the collapse of the source of that
power. What Amalrik sees in his country is the transformation of
what was a primal flash of energy in 1917 into a peevish and
fearful structure of weak and unimaginative bureaucrats determined
to hold on to their privileges and to power for its own sake.
Because of their weakness and division they will be umable to take
the necessary measures soon enough, or to make them strong enough,
to enable Russia to survive the changing situations and pressures.

Essentially the author views the Soviet state not as a 50 year

old phenomenon but as the final phase of an empire which had its
origins over 1,000 years ago in the Kievan Rus, and which is less
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than 14 years from destruction. Beginning as a sober, analytical
treatise on the causes and sources of the current difficulties in
the Soviet Union, the work evolves into an Old Testament prophecy
of a holocaust to come which is contained in the last 26 pages of
the book. Among the ideas expressed in the build-up preceding it
perhaps the most controversial concerns Amalrik's disbelief in the
inevitability of the triumph of liberalism in his country as a
result of an increasing standard of living and a concurrent tide

of Western influence, such as jazz and miniskirts, with a consequent
softening of ideological hostility toward the West, and even its
own citizens. As he puts it, "It is possible that we will indeed
have a 'socialism' with bare knees someday, but not likely ome with
a human face."
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Amalrik Says Soviet Fears Ideas

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Apeaing 1370 New York Timey

MOSCOW, Nov. 14 — Andrei

5 ) . ;
Regime’s Cowardice

Reflected by Trial,”

“ would be appealed.

- ideological - emancipation that

~ment, and he seemed as out-

* & war with China. o

oy

» Amalrik; the dissident - Soviet
i author, was reported today to
{ have told a court that his trial
; on charges of defaming the So-
; viet state reflected *the cow-
; ardice of a reginme that regards
i a8 & danger the spreading of
any thought, any idea alien to
y its top bureaucrats.”

1 The Sverdlovsk oourt, In a
two-day “trial that ended on
; Thursday, sentenced Mr. Amai-
Erik, 32-year-old author of sever-
-al books and essays published
- abroad, to three years’ confine-
ment in a labor camp. A code-

Dissenter Asserts

read “deliberate fabrications
faming the Soviet state and
blic order,” The article was
ded in 1966 and is used
ainst dissidents. .
JIn addition to his books, pub-

lace now can be explained
nly as the cowardice of a re-
i‘me that regards as a danger

falal

e spreading of any thought,
y idea alien to its top bu-

aucrats.” -

Although the Soviet authori-
es talk about an ideological

bse alien ideas only with “the
khreat of criminal prosecution.”
“Recognizing theirideological
hbpelessness, they cling in- fear
b criminal codes,,- prisons,

-

fendant, Lev. G. Ubozhko, a
“Sverdlovsk student, also Te-
ceived three years but in a less
strict camp.

Mr. Amalrik’s friends related
his remarks to Western news-
.men. They said the verdict

In his final words before

mps and psychiatric ‘hospi-
15,” he said. - - o
“In particular, the fear of my
fRoughts, of the facts expressed
my books, forces these peo-
ble to put me in the dock as'a
Cfiminal. This fear led them
50 to be afraid of trying me in
oscow. They brought me here,

-

; being sentenced, Mr. Amalrik
. said this :trial was meant to
, frighten others into silence, but]

uld attract less attention.”
Code Amended in 1966

“I think that the process of

" has begun is irreversible.”
Appears in Good Health

Mr. Amalrik, a slightly built,
bespectacled historian, made it
a point to know many for-
eigners before his arrest last
May at his summer cottage in
Ryazan Province, southeast of
Moscow. His wife, Guyzel, a
painter; attended the trial as a
witness.

According to his friends, Mr.
Amalrik looked in good health
despite the six enonths’ confine-

spokenly critical .of the Soviet

leadership as in his works. His

book “Wijll the U.S.S.R. Survive

Until 1984 predicts the downs
; fall of the Soviet regime be-
- cause of internal disorders an

Mr. Amalrik compared the
trials of dissidents to witch
trials of the Middle Ages. .
- “But if one could at least
partly explain the. struggle

against heretic ideas In the Mid-
dle Ages as religious fanati-
cism,” he told the three-man

tribunal, "evglfyt_hirvggl taking
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The Amalriks are legally reg-
ered as living in Moscow,
ere they share a communal
artment.” Sverdlovsk, in the
als, is off limits to foreigners.
. Amalrik was notified that
was being tried in Sverd-
sk on the ground that copies
'his. works were foundéin that
alsz city. '
Mr. Amalrik and Mr. Ubazhko
ed under “Article 190 (1) of
Russian Republic’s Criminal

fruggle, he said, they can op-;

inking that here the trialf

llshefl only abroad, Mr. Amal-

k fas also cited for inter-
iewp he gave to William Cole,
cofrespondent of the Colum-’
roadcasting System who!
as fubsequently expelled from

plda of guilty or not guilty,
ipsis§ing that the court had no
ght] to try him_for his views.
repeated his refusal to
iscoss his views in his final
atenent, but said he did wish
tp answer the allegations that
S {tatements “were directed
aifst - my people and my
ungry.” . ‘
“Iff seems to me that now the’
ain] task for my country is
tp urjburden itself of the heavy
eight of the past, and for this
cfitigsm is necessary above all
d pot glorification,” he said.
“I [think that T am a better
trigt than those who, loudly
clafing their love for the:
othprland, by love for the
othprland mean love for-their
opvn privileges. C
ither the witch hunt
d out by the regime, nor
particular example-—this
tdial-}-arouses in me the slight-
et respect nor any fear. I un-
Ind, however, that such
are counted on the fright-:
any, and many will be’
ighflened. But all the same, I
tRink| the development of ideo-
icdl emancipation, having
, is irreversible.”
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THE WASHINGTON POST
15 Ngvember 1970

Sentencmg Ideas

s Crime
“Amalrik

In Itself,

Declares

ISR ~:.‘m...3, il

.CPYRGHT
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By Anthony Astradhan.
7 Washington Post Foreign Service

< MOSCOW, Nov. 14—“T(

the questmn, how dld he
plead:
“F consider neither the m

5 LU CTiHMId

1

i

1

oY

punishment, whether they be
true or false; seems to me to
be a crime in itself.”

So dissident author Andrei
Amalrik told the court that
sentenced him Thursday fo

* three years in a prison camp,
his friends said today.

He also accused the Soviet
regime of .Intéllectual coward-
ice that led it to medieval-
-$tyler witch hunts,- which he
‘said: could " not reverse the
““process of 1deolég1cal emanci—
-,'patlon now under way.”

‘Amalrik. was charged with
.violating article 190-1 of the

Russian Republic Criminal
-Code,; which deals with “dis-
;semmatmn of falsehoods de-
rogatory to the Soviet state
.and social system.” -

Theé prosecution based its
_chse on five documents includ-
‘ing Amalrik’s book “Will The
Soviet Union Survive Until
19847” in which he analyzed
the various groups. of dissi-
. dents "here and predicted the
disintegration of the Soviet
empire in a war with China.

None of these has been pub-
‘lished in the-Soviet, Union, but

some are available through
samizdat (self-publishing).
- “At the opening of the trial
{Wednesday, Amalrik gave a
‘short statement in answer to

.

articles and books deroga-;
tory,” he said. “I also think:
that“the truth or falsehood-of

any -views put forward pub-
licly can be established only
by free and ‘open discussion,
not by legal proceedings.

“No ecriminal court has a
moral right to sentence any-
one for views he has put for-
ward ... "

“I do not consider myself
guilty,” he added, “but will
not try to prove my innocence,
for the principle of freedom of
speech excludes the question
of my guilt.”

At the end- of the trial
Thqrsday, Amalrik made. a
short final statement in which
he compared the trial to medi-
eval witch hunts. .

He said the regime’s 1deo{
logical struggle was reduced
to the criminal persecution of
ideas. “Recognizing their ideol-
ogical - helplessness,” he said,
“they grope in fear for the
criminal code, prisons, camps,
psychiatric clinics.” Some dis-
sidents have been ruled insane
instead of being convicted in
criminal trials.

‘Amalrik blamed the regime’s|

fears for his indictment and
for his being ttried in Sverd-
lovsk, - 800 mile -east of Mos-
cow, 50 “that the trial would:
attract léss attention.”

‘ gxme

i

' Amalrik said that ke wanted

tmade statements “directed
agamst my people and m)
country. It seems to me tha}
the main task of my couniry
just now is to throw off thg
burden of the heavy past, and
for this my country needs ireq
criticism, not self-glorification|-

“I think that I am a bette
patriot than those who shou
about their love for the mott{
erland and who mean by tha
love for their privileges,
Amalrik added.

He concluded, “I understan
that such trials are intendeq
to scare many people and thaj

to -answer. the claims that hq.

they will scare many people
and even so that the proces
of ‘ideological emancipatio
now under way is irreversibl
I have nothing to ask of thi
court.”

Amalrik’s friends expresse
the belief that this final stat
ment was what impelled th

regime, when the prosecuto
had asked three years unde
the less severe general r
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| lernment is afraid of his ideas

Soviet Author |

' Says Kremlin

‘Fears Thought

tenced this week to three years
in a prison camp, says the gov-

and described his trial as part of
a Kremlin “witch-hunting” cam-!

{paign against dissident intellec-

tuals,

In a courtroom speech at the
end of his trial in Sverdlovsk,
Amalrik said: “I think Yam a
better patriot than those who
shout about their love for the
fatherland but mean, by that,
Jove for their privileges.”
"Amalrik’s - speech was made
available- to western correspon-
len{s in Moscow yesterday.

' Says He’s Not Afraid

< “Everything that i$ going on
now can only be explained by
the cowardice of a regime which
sees dangers in the spreading of
any thought, any idea alien to
the bureaucratic summit,” he
said,

“Neither the witch-bunting
conducted by the ragime nor this
special example — my trial —
evoke respect or fear in me,”
the 3l-year-old author said.
“Such {rials are intended to
scare people and many will be
scared — but, even so, the proc-
ess of 1deolog1cal liberation now
under way is irreversible.”

Amalrik, ‘author of “Will the
Spviet Union Survive until
19841, was sentenced Thursday
for v1olatiug article 190-1 of the:
Russian republic criminal code

WIIter - Andrel . Amalrik, sen-| |

‘Moral Right’ Disputed i

“It is the fear for the ideas I'
have expressed, for those facts I
mentioned in my books, that
compel these people to put me
on the stand as a criminal,”
Amalrik said. He added that the
authorities are “afraid” to try:
him in Moscow and brought him'
to Sverdlovsk instead, 900 miles
to the east.

“No criminal court has a mor-
al right to sentence anyone for
views he had put forward,” he
said. “To sentence ideas —
whether they are true or false —
by & criminal sentence seems to -
Ime to be a crime in itself.

“I shall not discuss my opin-
ions here because the court is
pot the right place for it. I only
want to answer claims that
some of my pronouncements are-
directed against my country and

my people.

Evidence Listed

“It seems to me that the main
task for my country just nowis
to throw off its burden of the
heavy past and, for this, my
country needs first of all free
‘eritical discussion and not self-
praise.”

In his “1984”" Amalrik forecast
war with China that would lead
to collapse of the Soviet regime:
sometime between 1980 and 1985.
The book was published in the .
West as was, his “Involuntary!
Journey to Siberia.”

According +to dlsmdent
sources, the prosecution based .
the case against Amalrik on five
documents, mcludmg the two
books, his two interviews with
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem and an open letter he wrote
to Soviet writer Anatoly Kuzriet-
sov after the latter defected to-
Bntam last year

dealmg with dissemination of
“falsehoods derogatory to the;

Soviet state and social system." |

]
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Hanoi Purge in Full Swing

Wiitte—Camodia and South Vieinam have captured the headlines during the past
three months, significant developments have been taking place in Hanoi. It is now
possible to trace fairly clearly the course of the power struggle that followed the death
of Ho Chi Minh ten months ago. .

, Ho’s authority was never challenged, but during- his declining years there were ..

signs that Lis lieutenants were beginning to skirmish over the succession. On his deady

the rivals for power and their supporting factions were already identifiable; but the
war in the south, and the resulting strains in the north, made it imperative that inter-
party strife should be avoided. Hence a ‘collective leacership’ was unanimously

{ agreed upon by the party.

’ ~ Within a-mbnth or two, however, it became apparent that this concept was Utopian

and totally unsuited to the existing situation in North Vietnam. With each passing

week the power struggle, particularly between Le Duza, the first secretary of the party,
and' Truong Chink, the party’s theoretician grew fiercer, and the ‘collective leader-

ship’ less realistic. .

! / The two leaders, quarrelled over several issues, notably: (a) the prioritics . be

' accorced to winning the war in the south and to sofialist consiruction in thé nortk;

(b) the role of material incentives to increase productivity; and (c) the organisation of

collectivised agriculture, When Truong Chinh alleged that capitalist agriculturc was

i béi;lg re-cstablished in North Vietnam, I.¢ Duan counterdd 'wi_th cxpressions‘ of sym-

pathy for Lenin (who had to face similar charges against his New Economic Policy

from ignorant and bigoted comrades.) . .

At first the greater publicity accorded to Truong Chinh, and the adopﬁon of scveFal
of his political ,proposals, suggested he was gaining the upper hand. But by mlc%-
; February thére were clear indications that Le Duan was the victor. In a long, authori-
“tative, and widely published article, Le Duan confidently laid down the lines along
which every major sector of North Vietnamese activity would develop. Significantly,
* his pronouncements were not challenged from any quarter.

; The emergence of a new leader in a communist state is often the signal for a purge
of those elements deemed hostile to him ~ the victims usually being accused of serious
crimes. North Vietnam has run true to communist pattern.

Late in March an order for a party purge was published in the party periodical,

. Hoc Tap. This publication is read primarily by senior party members, and the first

i
i
i
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widely disseminated announcement was broadcast by Hanoi radio on 25 April. The
order took the form of a “politburo resolution,’ signed by Le Duan on behalf of that
body, and was addressed to all party organs.

It charged that numbers of party members were of ‘inferior quality’ or ‘inferior
character’, and were unworthy of party membership. Other elements ‘displayed very
inferior political standards’, worked badly, and failed to carry out their duties. Others
again were guilty of ‘sagging determination to fight’, ‘low ethical standards’, -and
‘inferior political enlightenment’. Nor did the catalogue end there; other allegations
were of corruption, bullying, indiscipline, and infringing other peoples’ rights, All the
culprits, it went on, would be expelled from the party in a purge lasting one year;
their places wauld be filled by ‘virtuous® new recruits to be known as the ‘Ho Chi Minh
class’ of party members.

All party organs were required to submit to the central committee secretariat
detailed plans for implementing the resolution, and this is believed to have been

. completed. A ‘guiding committee’ was set up to supervise the whole operation — and

on 19 May the purge started. Though details of its progress are kept a tight secret
from all outsiders, articles in the Hanoi press claim'that it is proceeding well. The people
are urged to maintain their vigour and enthusiasm.

Whatever the truth of.the allegations made about party members in the politburo- -
-i: resolution — after all, corruption, backsliding, inefficiency, and authoritarianism- are
faxrly common features in many Asian countries, so the charges may not be far off the’
mark - it is a safe assumption that those who have opposed Le Duan will form the .,

bulk of the victims. Some notorious offenders may be included to lend an air of verisi-
militude to the whole operation.

It is still too early to know whether the purge will lead to torture, bloodshed, and
mass executions as the 1955 agrarian reforms did. But this grim possibility must be in
the minds of all North Vietnamese.

‘Although the objective of the purge is to create a ruling Communist party united
under one leader, its short-term effects could be damaging. Quite apart from the
burden of waging war in the South, Laos, and Cambodia simultaneously, North
Vietnam’s rulers are besct by manifold domestic difficulties. The Hanoi press itself has
admitted shortages of food and materials, popular apathy, absenteeism among workers,
manpower shortages, black marketeering, and indiscipline.

The party, in its present state, seems to be unequal to the task of resolving these

difficulties. Whether Le Duan’s purge will ulumately strengthen it, or merely disrupt

.. it further, is one of the many imponderables in the' confused Indo-China situation.

4
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Excerpts: from:
U. S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT
6 April 1970

HANOI'S FORMULA:

Mixed strategy. Recent fast-moving ’

developments disclose just how Hanoi
has used a mixture of political and mili-
tary strategy to capitalize not only on
the vague politics of Southeast Asia but
on American political unrest as well.

Political decisions—not military—led
to a halt in U.S. bombing of.North
Vietnam and to the start of withdrawal
of American troops from South Vietnam.
Political maneuvering and military pres-
sure are undermining the Government
in Laos. In Cambodia, mass infiltration
by Red troops endangers that key na-
tion—without a shot being fired.

The current Communist drive for

domination over Southeast Asia is not -

new. The goal was set when the Indo-
Chinese Communist Party was formed
40 years ago by Ho Chi Minh: one Red
nation composed of what is now Cam-
bodia, Laos and all of Vietnam.

Says a leading Western expert:

“The main point which always must
be kept in mind ds this: For Hanoi, this
war is and always has been’'a war to
win all of Indo-China, not just South

Vietnam. Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam
are not separate campaigns. They are all
parts of the whole.”,

North Vietnamese are convinced that
they are the only people of the Indo-
Chinese Peninsula capable of ruling.
Tough, and clever, the Vielnamese are
far more aggressive and resourceful than
their Cambodian or Laotian neighbors.

The price to North Vietnam in this
unremitting fight for power has been
high in money, lives and destruction.

The precise cost may never be known.
But U.S. intelligence officers insist ' ey
can estimate the toll with considerable
accuracy. .

To keep the Vietnam war: going, Ha-
noi has maintained a standing Army of
457,000 men and a people’s. militia of
about 420,000—a huge force for a nation
of only 21 millionn Nearly Half the Reu-
ular Army is based -outside North Viet-
nam—100,000 in South Vietnam, 67,000
in Laos and about 48,000 in ‘Cambodia.

#Tremendous drain.”” An American
officer says: “That is a tremendous drain
on resources. Maintaining troops outside
your borders is expensive.”

RS e PR
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Hanoi’s cost per soldier is not rated
significantly higher in South Vietnam
than in Laos. But the Communists are
finding it more expensive to support. np
to 60,000 North Vietnamese and Viet
Cong infantrymen in Cambodia, even
though they do little fighting there.
In South Vietnam and Laos, Reds séize

much of their food from the peasants..

But in Cambodia, Communist units
usually pay cash for food. and medicine
and as bribes to Cambodian officials. -
Man for man, it is vastly cheaper to
maintain a North Vietnamese soldier,
living on rice and getting few benefits,
than it is to .support an American GI
eating well and in touch with his home-
land 10,000 miles away. However, ob-
servers consider the relative drain is
greater on North Vietpam because its
economic base is infinitesimally small
compared with that of the U, &
Intelligence sources in Saigon estimate
that the Communists have lost more than
600,000 men in combat in South Viet-
nam since 1961, many of them trained.

company-grade officers and noncommis-
sioned officers. During one four-year per-
iod in South Vietnam alone, nearly
480,000 North Vietnamese and Viet
Cong were killed: 35,524 in 1966; 86,-
104 in 1967; 181,149 in 1968, and
156,954 in 1969, -

Three years of U. S. bombi'né of North
Vietnam almost wrecked the civilian
economy. Although the attacks have
ceased, food still is scarce, housing in
short supply, manpower a serious prob-
em. With so many men at war, women

“of North Vietnam make up about 80

per cent of the farm labor force. Popula-
tion specialists say North Vietnam has
1 million “surplus” women because so
many men died in war,

Says a French expert on Vietnam:

“Hanoi doesn’t want to do anything
now that would bring the war back to
North Vietnam. The country is being
rebuilt, and the leadership 'does not
want to risk destruction by bombing
again. The people of North Vietnam are.
tired and want the war to end.” o

A sizable part of Hanoi’s war costs is

.met by Russia and Communist China.

ST
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Russia and other East European na-
tions. provide Hanoi with about 1 billion
dollars a year in weapons, medicine,

“raw materials and some food. Most of

this aid is in loans which must be re-
paid—a major mortgage on North Viet-
nam’s future. Red Chiuese aid is smaller

‘in amount and is concentrated in food

and weapons.
Some Far East experts are convinced

‘that North Vietnam is finding the war

so costly that its future military moves
will be ‘highly selective and designed
even more than in the past to get the
largest political profit out of the smallest
military outlay.
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" Gl of Siam ~ South
- China Sea
, 2 | HANOI vs. REST OF INDO-CHINA
Outmanned and Qutgunned, but. ..
L POPULATION

" North Vietnam has 21 million people.

, Rest of Indo-China— South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia
‘ ' - —has combined poptilation of 27 million.

TROOPS )
North Vietnam has 877,000 men under arms.
" Rest of Indo-China has 1.2 million men under arms.

ALLIES X
. North Vietnam is supported by 150,000 troops of Viet
’ Cong and Pathet Lao, plus generous aid from Russia and
e Red China. T

Rest of Indo-China: In South Vietnam, anti-Communiéts
are supported by 454,000 U.S. troops, more than 60,000
other allies, plus virtually unlimited aid from U.S.

i 2
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In H&rvesﬁmg Rm@

By Lee Lescaze
Washington Post Forelgn Service

HONG KONG, July 17—

In addition to compaints|

~

., However,
bombing was halted in Novem-}

North Vietnam once again 1s
exhorting an apparently reluc-
tant and undermanned peas-
‘antry to meet the state’s rice
quotas. )

. dn  numerous broadcasts
this month, Hanol Radio has
rcomplained that the sowing of
.the summer-fall rice crop is
far behind schedule.

. “A number of localities are
-still unaware of the urgency
‘of this year’s (second) rice
‘¢rop,” the radio said recently.

" Although rice production is
-most pressing, it is only one of

the areas in which the North|
leadership has|.

Vietnamese
been unable to galvanize its
.people to meet officially estab-
;Jished goals.

., “We have been striving to
,maintain the wartirne mode of
life and give fuller play to the

:new  production relations
‘chiefly by relying on the ar- ;
_dent patriotism and the zeal of’
our people,” a member of the
-State . Planning Commlsswn
‘wrote last January.

since American

ber, 1968, North Vietnam’s
'peasants have sought to slow
‘down a little.

The government launched a
sdrive for “intensive cultiva-
tion” aiming at préduction of
five tons. of rice on each 2.2
acres under cultivation. Ac-
cotding to Hanoi broadcasts,
the drive has achieved only
mixed resulfs.

To achieve the goal, Radio
Hanoi "reported, farmers in
some - areas have abandoned
their poorer rice fields and
thus reduced their overall pro-
cuction while getting the de-
-sired yiéld from a few choice

tplots. . .. . L

apouL )

:remarkably open 'statements:
about corruption in the farm’
cooperatives. The party direc-
tive on collective ownership is-.
'sued last month called fc>r1I
“drastic” curtallment of em-
bezzlement.

Vice Premier Do Mu01 com-
mented in May that it was
necessary to “implement satis-
factorily” the policy of farm-
ers selling their grain to the
state, implying that some rice

.was being sold privately to

b}ack marketeers.

Manpower shortages -have
been an additional problem
ifor North Vietnam’s agricul-
ltural programs, particularly
}at harvest times.

North Vietnam "has been
struggling with its food prob-°
lem for years, but the warn-
ings that the present planting:
is behind schedule seem to in-;
dicate that. Hahoi faces a par-
ticularly serious mtuatipn this
symmer., o

2
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anoi Setting Up ‘ Task Forces’

In Bid to Spur Lagging Industry -

By TAD.8ZULC
spectal 1o The New Tork Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 7 ==
T THCT Warnings
of hardships and sacrifices
ahead, Washington officials say
North Vietnam appears deter-
mined- to pursue the war in
South Vietnam indefinitely, at
Jeast until a peace. settlement
,can be reached on Hanoi's
‘terms.
This is the conclusion drawn
,by specialists 'on North Viet-
namese affairs from the latest
pronouncements by Govern-
ment, military and Communist
party figures in Hanoi as well
as from internal party debates
‘in North Vietnam. ’
. The "most significant new
#rend observed in the North
Vietnamese conduct of the war
and management of the bat-
_tered economy is the effort to
_create so-called “local military
‘task forces.” These are to
serve both as army reserves
and as civilian labor units work-
ing to spur what Hanoi ac-

" knowledges publicly is lagging

industrial production.”
, ‘Enormous Efforts’ Asked
This.latest North Vietnamese

. #pproach to the problem of sus-

taining militarily and economi-
cally the strategy of the “pro-
tracted war” — defined by Ha-
noi's Defense Minister, Gén. Vo
Nguyen Giap, as. a persistent
struggle on a low level of ac-
tivity designed to outlast the
United- States with' a minimum
_of North Vietnamese losses —
was described in detail Aug. 15
“in Quan Doi Nhan Dan, North
. Vietnam’s army newspaper.
"In an editorial, the paper said
‘ that North Vietnam must make
“enormous efforts” to acceler-
ate production and “stabilize
;lé\e people’s. livelihood step by
« step.” ’
Igiscussing the responsibil-

7 ties of the “local military task

forces,"the newspaper said they
_must strive ‘“to increase the
seconomic and national defense
potential” of North Vietnam, to

efulfill their duty as the great(g

. tear area of the great frontline.”

In what American analysts
considered an unusually frank
-admission by Hanoi of ils
.mounting prbblems of man-
_power allocation between de-
.Jense and the economiy Quan
‘Dol Nhan Dan said that the

qualitatively” to “replenish the
main-force army” and to “com-
bine economic development
with the considerations of na-
:@onal defense in their locali-
ies.”

The complaints about inade:
quacy of production—and the
rarely sounded theme that the
clvillan population hungers for
consumer goods—wvas sounded
more recently in Nhan Dan;
the Communist party’s news:
paper, in an editorial Sept. 19.

Peopl's Needs Are Noted

“The rate of development is
low,” the newspaper said,
“compared to our manpower
capacity and to our supply of
raw materials, the needs of our
people and the wexport de-
mands.” .

“During the first half of this
year, the output of a number
of handicraft [industry] branch«
es and professions in many lo:

‘|calities was at a standstill or

even declined,” Nhan Dan said.

{“The present level of handi-

craft production is lower than
that of 1964,” it asserted.

In a comment on the results
of the dispersion of North Viet.
namese industry during the
1965-68 bombings by the Unit-
ed States, the newspaper said
that “along with actively re-
storing apd building state.
owned industrial factories, it is
necessary urgently to restore
and develop various small in-
dustry and handicraft branches
and professions and to pursue
the socialist transformation.”

The theme of further sacti-
fices was significantly sounded

month of the anniversary of
the 1945 proclamation of the
Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam. In past yéars, sacrifices
were not mentioned, but this
year the third of the 17 slo-
oop saig‘r:xe independe ‘ 'dv
“For ' nce an
freegom of the fathéfland, we
are resolved to overcome all
the difficulties and hardships,
persist and stép up resistance
against United States aggres-
sion and work for national sal-

new regional forces must quick-
Ty aeveiop Tquantitatively and

for the first time in the official}_
slogans for the celebrations last| .

vation until tthl victory.” ' - |
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BALTIMORE SUN
3 October 1970

Hanoi Presses Party

Weakening Leadership
Could Bring Internal
Political Crisis ,

By MICHAEL PARKS
[Sun Stajl Correspondent]

Saigon, Oct. 2—Beset with se-
vere i nd

4

a
continued food shortage, North
Vietnamese leaders are pressing
Communist party members to
 tighten party discipline and in-
crease production.
“If Hanoi’s campaign fails,
:some . senior, western -analysts

‘here believe, North Vietnam will ] -

be plunged into a serious inter-
nal Eolitical crisis. .
" The same analysts, however,
. ..:are divided on_what this means
- dor the war'.in South Vietna-
muand the peace talks in Paris.
‘Some believe it could lead North
v Vietnam fo seek some sort of
»  settlement, others feel Hanoi
would just reduce the level of
* fighting until, its domestic prob-
lems are solved.
, Party Criticism
. This speculation is based on

_the repeated criticism of party [

‘mhembers and local officials and
, technicians recently, and Ha-
;noi's own-admissions that dete-
riorating ' party leadership is
sapping efforts and its industrial
and agricultural production. ‘

An editorial in the current is-
sue of a leading party journal,
Hoc Tap, says that the guality of
the party’s local activities is
poor, ‘that basie political educa-
tion,is perfunctory and that, as
a result, production and “revo-
lutionary progress’’ are lagging.

Last week, the secretary of
the Ha Bac prowince party com-
mittee indicted' local leaders for
poor agricultural management.
“Ha Bac is at a standstill,” he
said,

“Erroneous Views”

“Many - party cadres and
members . . . still cultivate er-
| roneous viéws, lack the spirit of
Iself-reliance, are afraid of hard-
ships ‘and. difficulties, are con-
servative and are prone to rel

1
The deputy secretary of the.
Hanoi city party committee said:
this sumnier that many youths in,
the capital are hourgeois and
lack “revolutionary ideals and.
socialist enlightenment.” :
Other party leaders rej eated-,
ly have called for better leader-
ship in .agriculture, production
of consumer goods, light indus-
try and education. .
Common Theme
The need for better manage-l
menf and stronger party lead-
ership are the themes of even
basically technical articles deal-
ing with fertilization of rice
crops, the planting of potatoes'
and -corn and water irregation
projects. o
| While extensive self criticism!
(Is practiced in many Commu-!
nist-led countries and.is the!
equivalent of political debate in:
the United States, the increasing.
frankness about shortcomings in |
North Vietnam and the’ calls for.
reform are the basis of the west-|
ern analysts’ conclusion that|
{Hanoi is trying fo reverse al
|trend that could lead to a com-'

»blete breakdown in party disci-
pline. -

One senior analyst comment-

ed, 1t appears that the men in.
charge in ‘Hanoi have.n¢ idea
whether their orders will be car-
ried out in the provinces once,
they are given. That is certainly
the implication of those recent
statements. .
' "Collapse Predicted
* A British specialist on North’
Vietnamese affairs, P. J. Honey,
who was here last- month, said
he is convinced that the Commu-
nist party in the north is nearing
‘an interna} collapse. _
. “The war has brought eco:
nomic ruin, and that in turn is
‘breaking up the country’s politi-
cal organization and structure,’
he said. “There is no doubt in;
my mind that they are in very.
serious trouble. That is what all
these calls for reform are about..
American, South Vietnamese
and somg other analysts do not

go as far as Mr. Honey, but they,

"| are not worthy . ... are inferi

Discipline!

too fcel Hanoi is scrambling 1o
regain the control it lost when it
idecentralized it economy during|
the American bombings nearly
five years ago.

- Thie party is admitting an un-
specified number of new young-
er members in three phases to

replace older members ‘“‘who

or, whose nature has beecq]
lehanged and who are useless.’

Originally announced in Feb-
ruary by the first secretary off
the Communist party, Le Duan)’
these ousters so far appear to bq-
more a-weeding out of deadwood
than the widespread purge firs
{expected.- * T

Stealing From Peasants

Party leaders are also attack
ing members and cadres wh
-steal from the jpeasanis ang
‘workers they are supposcd to b
leading. To Huu, the party’ ceny
|tral committee secretary, sai
in a recent speech: “There ar
party members who live an
fight, not for the revolutionar,
cause, but for personal inle
ests. Some of them take adva
tage of their position to ste
pu%lic funds or encroach upo
the masses’ democratic rights
. . (others) use the party as
tool to obtain promotions or €
rich themselves. |

“On the other. hand, the pa
tty’s oganizational, “educationgl
and control tasks have bee
Joosely carried out. This situg-
tion has enabled' a number ¢f
bad elements to achieve poy-
er.” L

A1

on the state and higher authori-
jties.”
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THE DAILY YOMIURL, Tokyo
28 September” 1970

“"SOME think that communist’ ‘North
~-Hunol also hos massive ‘problems th
. seribes some of these problems ln ‘& two part seriea.
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not able ‘to meet its needs.;
Lack of proper - irrigation,:

[Viet-7.
nam--Jnore commonly - kKgown.
"as ‘North Vietnam—is obsefving’
the "25th- anniversnry oi-
]founding this . month;
the mcourag_,:ng official’ r orts
and - festivities that surrpund
the celebration, the country has
little cause for joy.

North' Vietnam today i suf-
fering from serious polftical
divisions:. Econgmically - tRings
{1 have seldom been worse, feven
though' the -United States [top-
ped bombing the -country 1em"-
iy two years age, -

“The expansion' of tlhe
nam war. into Cambodia
creatéd some s important new.
problems. . for the leader 11,1
Hanoi.. 8

North 'Vie’mam- has put|oon-
siderable -effort ‘into concegling
just what the vir {s cosxing,
not only. in terms of men and
material but. also ik terwk of
economic development and] sta-
bility .within the poiitical ler.
archy. . . e
But enough informatio is
available, "both - from . official
North Vietnamese . and , qther
sources, to' conclude .that| the

Viet-

its .
pite |’

has | S )
1 Basically u}s involved letting

war is creating serious strhpins.
What "is happening to | the!
economy offers one: glimpsp ‘of
the problem. ‘
- North Vietnam yemains pasi-’
cally - an agrieunltural - cougiry.
Some 90 percent of its lhbor
force is engaged. in produ*ing
agricultural products,

Two years ago, in. hope
.reaching self—sumciency in .
the country. . introduced
high-yielding: “miracle-
strain developed in-the P lip-
pines (Hanol claims one of its
scientists' developed ‘the ' hew
rice, but -in fact the sgeds
came via Pakistan),

of
Fice,
th‘e

h

have in-

hortages . of | fertilizer,. ':m'd
in?or Qproble underlie. this
shortecoming. | )
Part of the problemn,’ too, is’
the lack of adequate manage-:
ment and profpssional expertise |
to guide the dcoiromy. Most of,
the. country's [tod management'
and professignal talent ‘has |
been going info the war efiort.
Because of |the  demands of
the war, and. [especially dyring-
the period of JUS bombing, the
Jeaders Jn.Hagoi loosened their
ideological dpmands on the,
furmaers .and| allowed - habits
antithetloal . t¢. communism: to|
creep in. )

the peasants ¢ngzage in’ private,

of ‘whether the farmers - pro-
duce. mor'e, Any surpluys they
produce may .be stored,.sold to
families in -the collec’ive -or,
sold to the -state.

In  effect; these . measures
-offer powerful incentives . io
successful .cooperatives -/ and

hold the prospect’ of the farm-
ers benefiing materially from
their  increased output.

| A similar measure was adopt-
‘od in the’ Soviet Union in. 1965,
when - grain procurement was |
-fixed at a stahdard rate for six

leaders {fear is the pne ‘that
arose from . the - moye in the
i Soviet Union: - the - tegultant
“prosperity of the farmers out-
stripped that of  and . conse-;

| capitalist-styld enterprises.as @ !ijying "in the urban areas.
; AR * aC
mf;'fh GO: b%?, ;lngyg::pmi—lanoi Industrial development esw,

launched a: rew campdaign Q.
stfengthen the system of agri-
cultural -coorfratives and to
achieve the. ﬂ al “socmlization"
of farming.
i But eéven ‘ith that tighten-
‘ing of the ideplogical reinms, the
|'\‘orth Vietnanese Jeaders de-}
cided to preserve, even- assist
in . developing, privale plots
operited by dnd benefiting: the
'1ndividua1 rather than the col~
"ective. The rpason is not hard
to find.  The] greater.
tivity . of pea nts working -for
themselves inktead of for the
state inakes fhis a necessity.,
# Another hapit Hanoi is' hav-
eaking is that of

selling comnjodities. on the
open orf black market. !
* Having {faijed to . eliminate

the black m
with-. decrees..

keting activities
Hanol has' now

" fixed annual
nmdnoﬂnn' far

produc- |

sector, has’ begun moving for.
ward again. But huge amounts;
-of capital investment and equip-;
ment are required; not {0 men-
tion skijled manpower.

The Soviet Union ig. provid-j’
ing mew. industrial plants. for
I'North- Vietnam, but the prob:
"lem_of properly traimed work-
ers and of management and:
other professional ' “expertise)|
continues to hamper -the in-
dustzial- rehabdilitation efforts -

Manpower, . perhaps: mare,
than any other sector .of Noith:
Vietnam's. economy, has .suifer-
ed most froth ‘the war eflort.

continue untit -the 'war. ends. .
of the es’éimated 7,000 000

workers el}gaged n '—"L"cm-
ture, for example, some &,00,
000 are women. Women also
make up the great ‘najodty
in hanois factories and WOrk
shops. |

All  of these »tralns—the

Although . ylelds’

] years regardless

‘years, The problem the - Hanoi:

quently angered those people;

[

petially in.the heavy industry:

PO Y

And, it is a problem that will}

powek‘ l)ss.b‘:luL‘”— AD*‘v;.. [ PIUSPRE N
with the oiher o B
such as the lc.s oi u\.'
and sons on tho battied
ineyitably creat.. a fv
weariness with e viLn

The . expansion O Wi
into Cambod.a :neuns
ther drain on Nctthh 'V
manpower resources, G-
the economic: and otier
content.

China ang. the Sov.:l Lol
through iheir aid commitaero:
are Kkeeping -the North V
napese  economy  ire:
lapsing or being engu.
uncontroilabla h..uuo“. LAB
ag that aid is ‘ormco i

SN

CGL-

wag

North Vietnamese ~“Wiil i
starve,

But the picture ihiu i3 )
painted - of fotal solads
‘among the peonic ui No

Vietnam in support or il woo
effort is a false one. Thoy, o,
are growing tired ol col
fiict.. . ‘ .

So mwuch so,
are beginning w
Jindictte their econdmc ol
tent now is spliling
the po Htical sphere.
Jective  Jeadershiy
ruled slnce: the de
a'fo of Mo Chi Ao LisG o L
[showing signs ol div...cin.

And' this ‘coulé have an o
portant bearing o.. e :
| course of:-the Indochinc
| Afet—CNS, " . ¢ .
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‘North Vietnam At 25 (2)

Leadership

In Hanoi

CPYRGHT

.

1
.

‘Faces Two Problems = -

By Arthur °C.

Miller .

T

Nguyen Glap, the delense mim-

the future course of the In

AEL171 o

niversary. of its founding this
mbnth, two steadily worsening.
problems are confronting e
Hanol leadership. Both ‘cogld
have. an important bearing pn
china war, ’ e
"Those itwo - problems - are
growing. distaste ‘for' and op
sition to the war by the No
Vietnamese people, and incr
-ing . dissension’ within ..the d
lective ‘leadership forged af
Ho " Chi “Minh's ‘death on S
Ftember: 3, 1969. s
Because of ‘the clpsed natyre
of ‘the “North' Vietnamese }o-
clety, the "lack .of a-free prg¢ss
and government conirol of }E“
information -outlets, 'Hanol 8
al

a
o
th
S
pl-
er
p-

Ho- | /|
1 Junes of-the collective appears

generally - been able to conct
the existence of antiwar serfti-
ments and -political - divisio
ywithin. the leadership.' But ngw:
‘and then hints .of the' probldm/’
seep through, " {
*And, ; not ‘unexpectedly, the
vouring animal—are ‘feeding
each other, ., .,

. - Analysts of North Vietnameg
‘affairs have long believed thh

pry:

together’ during- the /last t¢o

Minh and:his immense prestige
among- his-people. ) -
° With his death at the age pt
79, Ho wa3s replaced by a mofe.
impersona} collective leadership.

1\~ That Teadership -has attempt-

‘ed ‘to carry'on’ with*Ho's p is-

/

/

cies and to persist-in the wgr
ito - unite North-and South Vidt-
-nam- und impose Vietnamege:
‘hegemony: over the rest of Indp
china. T

. Surprisingly,  the -
'leadershi;i). in Hanoi managed 01]
operate fairly smoothly: mugh
longer than.many had expedtef
. The main personalities in’t}e !
current - - leadership - . hierarely"
are -Le "Duan, the 8l.year:gld]
firat secretary’ of the' Lao-
“(Workers’ or ‘Comnunist) - Pa
(ty, " Truong 'ChinXI, .leader -
bthe pro-Chinese -faction; andsep-
jond=énly to Le Duan-in:pa
infivence .(who is- also. 61)

»

s, iy
Wi

two  problems—like a self-ge- : 9

decades ‘of war ;wad Ho -Chi i

collectiye i|

jster, Pham Van Dong, premier-
lpnd the country’s-foremost dip-
jomat, .and. Le Thanh Nghi, &
eputy: premier: charged with
{jrandling the country's economi
dc problems, ~ . )
"The turning polnt' in the for-|

40 have tome, with the evénts
n " Cambodia in March of this
fear. The ouster' of. Priricer No-
odom ‘Sihanouk and ‘the emer-
ence- of the stoutly anticom-
punist government of Lon Nol:

ad political repeycussions in

A L

~The emergence-of thls. situa.
‘tion ‘had: been anticipated b;

many . Hanol-watchers, although
it is generally agreed that the
Cambodia: developments helped
speed its -arrival. : R
* Iiver ‘since Ho: dled there
have-been :signs that discipline,
especially - in .- the all-powerful
Lao Dong Party, ;was causing!
the leadership  concern. A be-:
turity .drive was launched in.
November ‘and - December last:
year and revived :again early
this year. - :

anol "that were not immedi-
htely noticeable, )

The primary impact of the
ambodian = developments was
o further depress .the morale
f the people in North Vietnam.
- Prospects of an enlarged
mdochina ,war, . with_ the con-
equent increased material and
nanpower drain on North Viet-
gam, is “hardly the sort of
ing to raise -spirits. - Today,
| ve months after the political
inds -in :Cambodia shifted, |’
§gns of the new, discontent are
Hecoming more evident.”

] From reports by defectors,'
‘aptured troops and even from
:Hanoi’s official pronouncements °

!
'

ve leadership. ‘ i
There are reports that North
ietnamese youngsters no long-
epr .are so eager to volunteer|
fer military duty.- Conseription
‘efforts have run .into difficul-;
[ties and, for the first time, pa-
rents are openly opposing the.
drafting of ,their sons. .
- JAnother problem is that dis-
pline within the armed forces.
h3s slackened and the rate - of

- most  significant,
ese troubles have led to bick-
ing - within the leadership
yer: who is -responsible  for the
gteriorating situation and what
ould: be done to correct it.
Political - dnfighting - in “Hanoi
s} now - belleved :t0. be - at its.
-bitterest . since : Ho Chi- Minh!s
depth...And. this,;.in -turn, fur-!
‘ther destroys - confidence- in .the |
leddership. ~ -

group.

to disagree on .a wide
Bubjects, but baslcally
a more- pragmatic . approach.
while Truong-is an ideclogical’
purist, oo iy X

" The maln theme"of the secu-
rity campalgn'was to tighten
'party. control-of :the armed
- forees ~and - improve  the vigl-
lance of pariy -officials at lower
;levels who are charged with
i keeping the population in line.

. These. developments . suggest-
ed strongly a lack of confidence
in the post-Ho leadership. . .
" Degplte  the political infight-|
Ing, do far there are no Indicas!

tilopd of an actual eplit in the|

leadepshlp. But, glven the per.
sonalities nvolved ang their
known dlfferences in political;
-outlook, . the - situation can cers

;tainly be described as volatile. , !

i The twp most widely recog::
nized fadtlons in the Hanoi
leadership are 'woven around.

C the country’s two main leadera:

Le Duan and Truong Chinh,
"Le Duan has been the most

‘equal among equals since Ho's

death, - but Triong 'Chinh g
constantly at his' elbow with,
thie reminder of the tremendous

influence he wields ‘and of -the
-{remendous ' backing .heé has ag

the ledder .of the pro-Peking

Le and Truong are believed:

range of,
Le takes;

. I
(For .example, Le 'Dua{n hasé

Tecognized the need for. offer-
Ing materfal incentives to far-|
mers as a means of
production,
follows the concept that proper
political outlook—and  thug. ai
greater political education -effort,
| —will produce '
yation ) :

boosting'
while Truong Chinhi

the needed mo'tl-.j

The recent expansion of the
war- into Cambodla has clearly
worked in Truong Chinh's fas
vadr. China responded to the
new situation firmly and with
an approach to countering Came
bodia’s anticommunist stance.

That response took the form
of setting Sihanouk up in exlile
in Peking and helping estab-
lish ; the so-called united front
for the liberation of Indochina.
" Russia, at the same time, he-
sltated, fumbled and finally did
:nothing, thus  depriving Le
Duan and Iianol a cholce of
responses.

. With Truong Chinh enthu-
siastically  backing the Chinese-
Initiated united front idea, and
with Le Iuan and his right-
hand- man Premier Pham Van
Dong having to go along with
it, Truong scored 'a significant
psychological advance.

-This is just one example of
the kind of maneuvering going
on within Hanoi's collective
leadership. Much of the jockey-
ing over domestic, Issues and
problems—the saggihg economy,
depressed morale, lack of con-,
fidence . in the leadership—is
carried on well out of sight of
even- the miore. ardent outside
obsgervers. :

But one thing s clear about!
the current North Vietnamese
-leadership, even if the fine de-
tails are not visible,: The ple-
ture ;of a-unified, harmonious
leaderahip is a myth.

b n-_.,('l‘hg ad)

bl & oot Vi)

o
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~ BUL weren't o Jot of nis people stil sympa-

WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS
10 November 1970

I GUOES

; o |
alicve

TA . . :
?iuggﬁwfml;ﬁn Writer thetic to the NLEF? o :
BEN_TRE, South. Vietnam—At Chieu Hoi " *‘No. The people want to be left alone. To be

~(_Open arms’ ) canps for viet Cong gelectors quiet. So they can work and do for themselves.,
~all thfu the Mekong Delta one hears the same’ All'I want is to be a medium-class farmer and
 story. of of a lost.cause. . . . help my family and go fishing.”

' 1 talked to numbers of the defefcters at the " What happeng if the coramunists find him?
Chieu Hoi camp here where 800 ormer Viet o kill me. of.course.” he says.
Cong milled around, seeming vastly relieved ._Nrg hlg}’el‘:m“;;ﬁ Loall?, %7, compny e der -
to be out of the sh09t111gy . ‘of a guérrilla ugit in Long An province. -fle
*Their stories left the impression that the in- - walked in two days ago with his K54 Chincse
. digenous Viet Cong movement would be dead pistol and said he didn’t want to fight any-
,if it ‘were not for Hanoi's heavy control and more. He was fed up with the war. Most of his
 the presence of North Vietnamese troops. battalion already had defected -or been killed.

Only 15 men were left in his company, whick

- Ben Tre is the town the allies had to “des- had practically no supplics.

troy to save” during the 1968 attacks. It has

: been rebuilt- but “‘Ben Tre ust not stand” says- Conscripted by the communists when he was

! the current communist battle order. _ 17, he had been very poor. “They promise us

; 'Spdntaneous uprisings” of the 30,000 Ben gverything: we get nothing,” he said. Ironical-
: Tre people were ordered for early October and 1y, Loah is already preparing to take a test to |

. ' again in-early November, but the people did become an officer in the South Vietnamese

‘fiot rise up either time, just as they had not army. B :
during the Reds’ high tide offensives of 1968. oTran Van Kiem, 27, platoon leader, Tay
.. Then, Qui Cong Tui Cong Tuong, Viet Cong Ninh Province. Seven years ago the Viet Cong
propaganda ard taining chief for the Ben Tre came into his.yillage and took him. Ilis battal- |’
area, walked into the Chieu o6i camp. He said fon had grown steadily weaker since the 1968
he felt irre_l%vant_domg what he was doing. He Tet offensive. A gunship had chased him
did not believe his own propaganda any more. across a rice field firing rockets, inflicting
He said he ‘was disillusioned after all these severe head wounds, = " ..

years by the continued failure of the people to . .o .o

respond to. the National Liberation Front He went to Cambodia.to convalesce, but last

spring was attacked there. He did not get
along with the North Vietnamese who were
filling .out his battered unit. ‘Supplies got shor-
ter. His unit was under constant pressure.
Many of his ccomrades weré discouraged. and
talked of defecting. Kiem did. )

» Nguyen VAN Son, 16, Kien Hoa province,
became a Viet Cong when he was 12. He was
an information agent for his village. One of his
duties was to blow a horn tq broadcast victo-
ries. “I think I blow lies,” he said with a.

(NLFYy. . - | . .

Thé drop-outs ‘are the first to tell you the
Viet Cong aren’t what they used to be. Here's
a look at some Viet Cong who quit fighting in
-the past few days and why: . .
"o ‘Moui Van Tho, 45, Communist party sec=
retary of his village in Long An province. One
of thsoe with fear and suspicion still etched
into his gaunt face, he explains it took a long
time for him to convince himself to defect.

All the Viet Cong around his village already laugh. When ARVN (South Vietnamese) forces
had "defected or been wiped out. He was the began moving into Kien Hoa in force, Son
last except for five North Vietnamese who had switched, o o Ci. oy

been sent in. He did not like the North Viet--
namese, especially to be bossed by them. The
Viet Cong [lirst came into his village in 1960
ard controlled: the whole area. There was little
choice but to join them, he said, - :

“But I have been fighting a long time,” said
Tho. “There is no reason to fight any longer.
have_nothing. My family has nothing. I must
live in hideout away from my family. We
have sacrificed everything for the' National
Liberation Front. It is my opinion they are
beaten. They have no place‘"to g0 and nothing

to offer _th people
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BALTIMORE SUN : '
1% July 1970 -

Allies Sy Viet Red Troops
l Balk At Entering Cambodia

R l

Ny MICHAEL PARKS
| . {Sun Staj! Correspondent]

Saigon. July 13—Large num-!!his South Vietnamese interview-

. e - S. i 1) ollr
diers ave reportedly refusing to! an sanctuaries) were the only
fight in Camhndia, according toj| respite we had, and when they
-gllicd military sources here. ;"Wcre gone most of us just gave

If s0. the allied analysts sald,/ up.” )
the refusals have ruplured the | Intelligence officers “cite the
generally strong discipline ofi sharp rise in the number of Viet
the regular North Vietnamese|Cong and North Vietnamese
Army units. American com-) defectors during the Invasion as| .
nianders have occasionally been! additional proof of declining en-
confronted by sl{nilar refusalg, emy morale. ) :

An American intelligence offi-| While™ this year's defection
cer gaid lhere has been what he| rate Is running about 25 per cent

- called “'open agilation to returni below the record set in 1969, it

h Y

home” in a number of North
Vietnamese units now fighting
in Cambodia.

Mutinies” Reported

South Vietnaniese analysis,
speaking independeantly and cit
ing different sources for .their
conclusions, said they have evi-
dence of “mutinies” in 13 North
Victnamese battalions now in
Cambodia.

Both the American and the|
South Vietnamese intelligence|
officers attributed the reported !
refusal to fight in Cambedic to{
ipoor encmy morale following -
the allied invasion of the for-|
merly attack-free sanctuariesi
there.

The American intelligence of-
ficer said caplured documents
and interviews with defectors
‘and prisoners showed thal the
North Vietnamese soldiers re-
peatedly had been assured by

* their military and political lead.
.ers that the Uniled States and .

approached or equaled the com-
parable wceekly rates during
most of May and June.
Requests For Guldance
North Vietnamese field com-
manders have sent urgent re-
quests for guidance on dealing
with the morale problem in gen-
eral, and the problems of muti-
ny and defection in particular,

.|to their headquarters in Kratie,

Cambodia, and to Hanoi, ac-
cording to Intelligence reports,

1
1

1South Vietnam would never in-;
\vade Cambodia, primarily besi
i jcause of the growing anti-war}
sentiment in the United States.,
Defector’s Story o
A recent North Vietnamese
defeclor, a senior noncommis-

PR R e L e N e S AR VTN R IR LRI A BT
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. |- pay old debts with memories. Sometimes_

|5 than what actually has been accom-:

BALTIMORE SUN
6 September 1970

Afterl
resulis
count

By MIGHAEL PARKS

2 ' o Saigon.
““Ho Chi Minh was like the 1avorie |
suncle who dies and. leaves many big*
. debts and only keepsakes and memories
. with which to pay them,” a Communist -
*.diplomat said recently in appraising the N
{ current situation in North Vietnam.
¥ “That is what the new collective lead-;
: ership in Hanol has been trying to do—,

#it requires a trip to the pawnshop. They.
! ha\veq had some success, but the plans:
. they are making are more important’

“plished in the year since Uncle Ho died.”"
" When Ho, already a legend, died a.
. year ago Thursday at 79, North Vietnam:
“'was . faced with its worst economic cri-:
© sis since the disasters of the farm col,
* lectivization. shortly after independence.:

(. It had also realized there was little :
- prospect for a quick victory in the war in
.-the South even with an American with- !
*'drawal. Its people were increasingly war
.. weary, their morale depressed by severe -
*‘shortages of food and consumer goods.
i In the will, read at his funeral, Ho said .
“'that “the resistance war against United
i.States aggression may drag out. Our
i -compatriots may have to undergo new,
* sacrifices in terms of property and hu-*
*man lives. In any case, we must be
_resolved to fight against the U.B. aggres-.,
- gors until the final victory.” - - *
. - To accomplish that, Ho left a sense of
% 'natjonhgod which he hoped would bring
. his country independence and forge a.
" disciplined people. The nation also was)
i-Jeft with-his own erhotion-packed image.
Rice, wheat flour imporied _
i .. Ho’s successors have attempted to use
" all of these things in dealing with North’
./ Vietnam’s problems, but en the surface.

. little has changed. . ~ R

;Izproved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A0004000F008GH T

The country still lives frora hand to
mouth, able, to feed its own people only
by importing 800,000 tons of rice*and
wheat flour a year. Consumer goods are
-still In very short supply despite efforts
to increape preduction--the adult cloth
{ ration - is about four yards a person a-

year.

-The war continues with tens of thou-

J sands of teen-agers marching off each
] year, never to return. The government,

“increasingly defensive in its public state-
-ments about its war policies, has chided
those who do not helieve its claims of

| great victories and who ask when the

{ war will end;” ,
- The same four men who, ran the gov-
J ernment and the war on a day-to-day

1 basis under Ho are still running it now..

+ Intelligence analysts speculate endlessly
-about who is in charge and what sort of "
-power play put him there. .
The consensus is that the 62-year-old
“first secretary of the Communist party,
" Le Duan, {s'the de facto leader. :
7 His pragmatism is rapidly becoming
.the hallmark of the Hanei government

: ning to recognize the impact of his prob-
¢ lem-solving approach on North Vielnam’s
. military, economic-and political policies.
‘ Rearrangement of power

. Others in -the Jeadership are Truong
- Chinh, 62, the chairman of the North

. Vietnamese National Assembly, Pham -
Van Dong, also 62, the premier, and Gen. .

{- Vo Neuyen Gigap, 58, the defense minister

.and Army commander. Ho’s successor as’
Ere’sdident is Ton Duc Thang, 82, a figure-’
ead. c .

Truong Chinh, the party’s chief theore-'
- tici]g“n for many years, is usually cast as.’
Le Duan’s protagonist in a hawk-vs.-dove, .
protracted-war-vs.-quick-strike,  Peking- .
“vs.-Moscow power struggle in .which Le
‘Duan, the soft-liner, triumplied. A Euro-:
“pean diplomat who travels frequently to-
. Hanoi suggested that the struggle was’
_far less dramatic than portrayed in the -
~West. “It was more a rearrangement of
L power. and- responsibilities than a bitter
“ fight,” he said, Yet American analysts
—especially do not -believe any ‘sort of .
_collective leadership can work without

devolving into a one-man’ dictatorship. .

-and American analysts are just begin.- . T -
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EXCERPTS FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE MEDIA ON LABOR
PROBLEMS IN NORTH VIETNAM

The North Vietnamese Lao Dong (Workers'). Party newspaper, Nhan
Dan, called on April 10 for a further development of the produetlve
Tabor movement" which has been under way since December, 1969. The
aim 18 to ensure regular attendance by factory workers and an increase
in production. There are signs that in this campaign, unlike previous
ones, the authorities are not relying solely on appeals to the workers'
"Socialist consciousness", but are also providing material incentives
for the majority of industries. . .

North Vietnamese workers have frequently been criticized for what
Nhan Dan descrlbed on October 16, 1969, as the habit of "late to work, -
carly to leave" (though it claimed some recent improvement) and
industrial progress. An editoriasl in Fhan Dan on November 6, 1969,
said that each industrial shift usually hiad "only four to five really
productive work hours" and that machines were sctuslly produecing for

"only two to three hours". A Ministry of Labor circular on October

22, 1969, laid down’ strlct regulations for worklng hours, based on

eight hours a day for six days a week, extended in some cases to ten
hours a day, and with only half en hour's bresk. But the 1970 State

Plan indicated that labor productivity was still not improving. A -
member of the State Planning Commission, Che Viet Tan, wrote in the ~
army newspaper Quan Doi Nhan Dan, on January 8, 1970, that the most
important reguirement for realizatlon of the 1970 State Plan was an
increase in output.

A

The prodijctive labor movement, although it had been referred
to in the Press since December, 1969, was officially inaugurated by
8 Council of Ministers resolution, broadcast by Hanoi Radioc on February
12, 1970. The mobilization of all labor resources, to increase
their efficiency and output, was to be achieved by increasing party
leadership over labor, strengthening "the Socialist laws and State
discipline", and consolidating "educational,  ideological and political
work". :

Behind these orthodox Communist remedies were indications that
ideological purity was being neglected in favodr of the only measures
that might ensure greater enthusiasm among workers - meterial incentives.
Le Thanh Nghi, a Deputy Prime Minister and one of North Vietnam's
chief economic planhers, recently told building workers to strengthen
discipline and return to a full eight-hour day, but alsc advocated a’
"piece-work payment system" (Hanoi Radio, February 17). Hanoi Radio
quoted him on February 19 as telllng g chemical workers that "the
intensive use of contract and piece-work systems is highly important
as a means of increasing production and 1mprov1ng living conditions";
he added that the "ideological leadership tasks" must not be carried
out "in a general and unrealistic fashion".
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A directive from the Prime Minister's Office, carrie
on Februery 24, 1970, called for a reorganization of the wage gystem,
which would be aimed at "turning the salary into a real incentive
for labor efficiency". On March 17, Nhan Dan criticized lebor management
and the practice of "squandering labor forces and equipment', and
advocated an "appropriate form of wages and bonuses, especially the
system of paying wages according to goods produced". Although the need
for material incentives has been mentioned before in the North Vietnamese
Press, notably by perty First Searetary Le Duan in Novembar, 1967, there
has been little evidence of thelr being put into effect. The chlef
party theoretician and Chairman of the National Assembly Standing
Committee, Truong Chinh, made it elear in a speech in 1968 that he
abominated such forms of "rightist thinking", and that ideological .
orthodoxy came first in all economic metters. However, the present
trend appears to indicate that economic efficiency has taken precedence
over ideological correctness, although the party is clearly keeping
a firm grip on the political education of its members.

North Vietnamese workers, however, do not appear to be inspired
with more enthusiasm than in the past. Nhan Dan, on April 10,
complained that "a large obstacle to be eliminated is the working
method of small producers and managerial civil servants", who
"rely on old experiences”, and fail to see "new factors in seeking

ways to exploit latent capabilities".
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THE CURIOUS CASE OF THE FEEBLE INTRUDER

The Intrusion

On 21 October 1970 Major James Russell landed his small Army
transport on an obscure airfield on the Turkish-Soviet border near
a town which he took to be Kars. This misconception was dispelled
at once by the sight of a red star painted on the side of a
helicopter parked to one side of the strip. Major Russell had
landed his passengers (Generals Scherrer and Mcquarrie of the
US Military Assistance Mission to Turkey and Colonel Cevat Denli,
a Turkish Liaison officer) in Leninakan in Soviet Armenia. It
was there that the four officers were held and interrogated for
20 days. This was the somewhat pedestrian incident which
precipitated one of the noisiest Soviet propaganda outbursts
since the U-2 episode in 1960. The reasons for this peculiar
magnification of an inadvertant navigational gaffe.provide:
some intriguing clues to the climate of thinking in the Kremlin.

The Feeble Intruder

The factor which is central to the whole episode is the nature
of the aircraft used. What Soviet propaganda treated as some sort
of advanced, sophisticated, high-performance penetration and
reconnaissance weapon was in effect nothing more than a business
aircraft incorporating features of a modern airliner and seating
from 6 to 9 persons. The plane was a Beechcraft Queen Air 65-80
with an Army designation of U-8. Powered by two conventional 380
HP Lycoming engines it boasted a maximum speed of 252 MPH (406
KMH) at 11,500 feet and a maximum ceiling of 29,000 feet (8,840
meters,) Other relevant operational attributes were a maximum
cruising speed of 230 MPH (370 KMH) at 15,000 feet and a maximum
economy speed 'cf "189 MPH (304 KMH) at the same altitude.

Although it was a military aircraft the plane was unarmed; its
function was simply to serve as transportation. “This, then, was
the awesome weapon that triggered the Soviet propaganda circus.

To conceive of this plane being used to penetrate Soviet
alrspace on a reconnaissance mission in the face of sophisticated
radar, rocket and supersonic interceptor defenses is somewhat on
a par with betting on a Bleriot monoplane in a contest with a
Messerschmidtt. Certainly there could have been no real suspicion
in the minds of the Kremlin realists that the incident was anything
more than an inadvertent intrusion of a totally non-military character.
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Curious Cases

Before proceeding with speculation as to the Soviet leader-
ship's reasons for launching the propaganda campaign, it might be
useful to examine some of the recent history of navigational problems
which have bedeviled non-Soviet airmen in this geographical area.
On 27 June 1958 and American C-118 transport on a cargo run from
Adana in south-central Turkey northeast to Trabizon on the Black
Sea, some 100 miles west of the Soviet border, was jumped by
Russian MIG jets. The crew parachuted safely while the pilot
landed his burning plane. After their eventual release by the
Soviets the pilot reported something seemed to go wrong with the
radio-navigation equipment as they neared Trabizon.

The next episode occurred on 2 September 1958 when a U.S.
C-180 transport plane was sent out to check radio beams on a
triangular course from Adana to Trabizon and right to Van on a
course parallel to the Soviet border, but never closer to it
than 100 miles. Near Trabizon the plane completely disappeared.
After 10 days' silence, Soviet authorities announced that the
"intruding' aircraft had crashed 25 miles inside Soviet Armenia.

To probe these two diversions the U.S. Air Force sent a
specially equipped test plane along the same triangular course as
above., Sure enough, over Trabizon the radio direction finder was
deflected by a signal stronger than that of the local control
tower onto a course that would have taken the test plane toward
the Soviet border and to Yerevan, the capital of Soviet Armenia.
This mission was flown in good weather, the pilot was alert to
the possibility of false signals, and he relied on visual landmarks
for navigation. If he had relied on his instruments, he would
have been led into the USSR,

Beaming false radio signals to misguide fliers, called
"spoofing', is a cunning trick which dates at least as far back
as World War II. All pilots flying in Turkey, Germany, Japan
and other areas near Communist borders have been warned about it.
Soviet use of this tactic since 1958 has been generally unsuccessful,
at least up until the incident of General Scherrer's misadventure,
and the evidence here is inconclusive. The element of bad weather
was present, forcing the pilot to rely on navigational aids
during the crucial time of his approach to Kars. When the cloud
deck did break sufficiently to permit visual navigation, he
misread landmarks and so descended to Leninakan. Whether or not
the Soviets induced this intrusion electronically cannot be proved
one way or the other, but when it did occur Soviet propaganda mechanisms
seized upon it.

The multiplicity of possible reasons why they did so (and
then quite suddenly backed away from the controversy without using




Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A000400010001-1

the four officers as bargaining counters to retrieve the recent
Soviet skyjackers being held in Turkey) suggests a confused and
divided Kremlin leadership. The affair may have been the outgrowth
of a "dove-hawk' struggle among them with the various elements,

each with vested interest in the matter, vying with esch other to gain
advantage from the incident. The overall effect is one of ‘

a curious and fragile balance between aggressiveness and passivity.

The Curious Case

The reasons for the Russians' magnification of the episode,
once it was underway, are both political and military. There may
have been the overriding desire in certain quarters to make
judicious use of the incident to weaken fhe U.S. position in Turkey.
Since Stalin's death the Soviets have adopted a "good neighbor'
policy toward the Turks. Now they see an opportunity to suggest
that the presence of these U.S. bases on the soil of a NATO ally
is an unfriendly act toward the Soviet Union. They probably see
as a minimum objective. restrictions placed in the way of the
continued operation of these bases.

Simply publicizing these bases on the periphery of the Soviet
Union provides a rationale for Soviet electronic snooping off the
coasts of the United States, and for the creation of overseas
military bases for themselves. But this outcry could also be
indicative of strong feelings of insecurity among the top members
of the ruling elite. To men whose positions are legitimatized only
by the Divine Right of Stalin the world must look threatening.
Pressures being generated within the system for change endanger
their powers and privileges, and the legitimate, representative
governments of the West must appear to them as another source of
infection and military menace. Hence, the Kremlin's maneuvering
could reflect genuine fear of any Western forces ranged close
to their pressure-sensitive borders,

Then again, it is just possible that for an unfathomable
tangle of interconnecting, Byzantine reasons having to do with
the Sino-Soviet dispute, dissenters at home, the SALT talks,
rapprochement with the West, and what have you, elements in the
Kremlin may feel that the rush of events must be slowed to a
manageable speed, that the time is at hand when a measure of
Cold War chill should be injected into the international arena.
They don't want their image to go too soft. Or, maybe they want
to examine further President Nixon's reactions under stress.

There remains one possible reason - or speculation, really -
which ties in neatly with the Soviets' current foreign preoccupation,
their drive toward the Suez Canal and the oil of the Middle East.
Nothing would facilitate their drive more than land access to
Syria and Iraq through eastern Turkey. The Soviets may plan to
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achieve this peacefully by drawing the Turks into increasingly
closer cooperation, demonstrating that the U.S. is the only
irritant precluding a complete rapprochement, and so alienating
them from the U.S. and ultimately from NATO, to such an extent
that the former will be evicted and all ties with the latter
severed. Then ' i i
wg the promise of economic and military aid could be traded for

the guarantee of secure and continuing overland access to the
Middle East.

On the other hand they may not have ruled out a power play
to achieve the same result. If so, the initial removal of the U.S.
presence would substantially reduce the risks in such a gamble.
The launching of this sort of power play to obtain the land
routes either by force or the threat of force would require a
a considerable logistical build-up in Soviet Armenia. Therefore,
the magnified reaction to the intrusion of General Scherrer's
plane may reflect a desire to mask significant changes in the
Soviet order of battle within the staging area from any threat of
low-level surveillance.



NEW YORK TIMES
28 October 1970

Ambivalence in Moscow

There has been & curjous ampivalence—suggest - oF |
intense dcbate at high Kremlin levels-—in the Sovi-. re-
‘action to the accideital landing an Boviet territory oi 'n
unarmed plane carrying two -American generals, iie
pilot 2nd a Turkish officer.

A hard line has becn implied by the failure to rdmse
the plane’s passengers as well as by the harsh tone of
the Soviet notes to the United States and Turkey on the
subject. A more sensible course has heen implied by the
permission given American diplomats to visit the strayed
officers and the subscquent report that the detained men
are being treated decently though still denied release.

No doubt there are those in Moscow wio urge that
"the four detainees be beld as hostages te exeri pressure
-on Turkey to return the two inen who recently hijacked
a Soviel plane, But such a.policy might well harden the!
Turks' attitude, ‘while it would create an unfortunate
impression . i1 this country. Such’ petty opportumsm’
would also be widely interpreted here and elsewhere as’
a negative Kremiin reaction to President Nixon’s United,
Nations appeal for Soviet-American' cooperation. ;

There can be ho serinus accusation that the.plane was
gmﬁw of anythmg more horrendous than a navigational
“error, but continued failure tb release its occupants:
could blow this still-minor incident into an- unnecessary

-and_harmful souroe of exacerbation m .:ovxet-Amencan
Jelations. . | : i cbg mefoatad
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Hostages in Leninakan
—mmmw—amm-m—wm—

toward it in this country is exhibiting itself again in
_Soviet failure to- release the two American generals it
: has been holdmg prisoner for over two weeks.

From the begmmng, it was patent that a navigational
, error was responsible for the landing-at”Leninakan in
\ Soviet Armenia of a light, unarmed American plane
. carrying the generals, their pilot and a Turkish escort
' officer. Even the heavy-handed ‘and professionally sus-
L picious. Soviet security apparatus has made no formai
- charge of espionage or the like against the plane’s
occupants. ‘Yet despite repeated .Washington requests
| for their release, the four men involved are still im-
. prisoned. _
Soviet propaganda has sought to draw lurid parallells
| between the plane and the U-2 shot down over the
- Urals almost a decade ago, though the facts in the two
. cases are entirely, different. The point of this psycho-
 logical warfare is presumably to rerind the West that
. the U;2 pilot was exchanged for a Soviet spy, thus_hint-
«'mg that only a similar exchange now will free the four
" prisoners. Presumably the human trading material Mos-
. cow wants is the four Soviet citizens who recently
- escaped to Turkey in hijacked planes.
" There should be no surrender to this effort at black-
;mail Washington reduced and downgraded its delega-
txons at celebrations of the Russian Revolution as one
means of emphasizing its displeasure. No doubt the State
Department is prepared to resort to stronger measures,
| if ‘necessary, such as proceeding against Soviet fishing
; vessels—many equipped with elaborate electronic gear—

. which sometimes inadvertantly enter American waters.
The wiser course.for Moscow would be to release the
xgenerals and thus avoid blowing this accident into a new
rand growing source of tension with Washington. There
“are encouraging rumors that the Russxans are about to
"do just that. 1t is past tlme.
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That recent flurry of unscheduled flights
acrass the Soviet-Turkish border have oc-
tutred in a small corner of the cold war al-
rcady marked by eerie mystery and interna-
tional intrigue. ” )

This fall's border incidents—two hijack-
'ngs and3a strayed U.S. Air Force plane—
bring suddenly to mind bizarre events in
precisely*the same area a dozen years ago.
In those lincidents; ‘American pilots were
lured inta Soviet airspace by bogus Soviet
radio signals.

- In June 27, 1958, Maj. L. W. Lyles and
other Air Force personncl were flying a
‘cargo run in a C-118 transport from Adana
in south-central Turkey northeast to Trab-
zon, a Turkish port on the Black Sea some
i 100 miles west of the Soviet border.

" Russian MIG jets appeared and opened
fire just about the time a viglent thunder-
storm broke. The crew‘parachuted to safety.
Major Lyles successfully landed his burn-
ing planec.

After he and his crew were released
‘by the Soviets, Major Lyles disclosed that
"something had seemed to go wrong with
1iheir radio-navigation cquipment as they
;ncared Trabzon.

The next episode occurred Sept 2, 1958.
Capt. Paul E. Duncan, four other officers,
and 12 enlisted men took off in a C-130 trans-
-port plane from Adana. Their mission, the
"Air Force said, was to check radio beams
~and frequencies used by such flights as
those of Major Lyles. :

Gremlims ride airwaves '/

4

zon. Next, a right turn into a course—paral-
lel to but never closer than 10§ miles from
/ the Soviet border—to the Turkish city of
‘Van. Near Trabzon the plane conipletely
disappearcd.

~After 10 days’ silence, Soviet authorities
said the “ntruding” aircraft crashed on
Alagoz Mountain, 25 miles inside Soviet
Armenia, .,

‘Duncan’s route.

To probe the mystery of the two diversions. | This year's airborne escapades began Oct. -
the U.S. Air Force on Scpt. 8. 1958, sent a 15. After killing a hostess, a Lithuanian
specially equipped test plane along Captain father and son hijacked a Soviet Acrofio
. plane and landed it in Trabzon. Turkey still

Over Trabzon, the first gremlins appeared holds the skyjackers, who want political
in the radio equipment. They were Kremlin- g5ylum, against insistent Sovict demands
type gremlins, Instead of receiving the “TZ" for their return.
code signal from Trabzon control tower, a. Next, a U.S. Air Force liaison plane, carry-
louder signal came in, Their radio director/ing Maj. Gen. Edward, Scherer, command-
finder deflected to lead them toward the So-jing U.S. forces in Turk;y; Brig. Gen. Claude
viet border. ‘M. McQuairie; Maj. James Russell; and

Had visibility been bad and had the Amer- Turkish Col. Cevdat Enali landed Oct. 22
icans been flying on instruments, the Soviet pear Leninakan, in Sovict Armenia.
signals, only one kilocycle away from the Moscow may detain the officers until Tur-
Trabzon' frequency, would, have lured the|key hands over the Lithuanian skyjackers.
gﬁgt txr:\n poimt near Yerevan, capital of Major Russell told U.S. consular officers

enia. i '
- The test flight ended safely. Its results ﬁ%ﬂ'ﬁ‘sf‘ ?ﬁc?;w;&ixh_iea;tpll:gfzx}:asthbclowsc‘;‘:
and certain other intelligence information about to la,hd at Kars. about 25 mﬂg {
.“"3’3 &ainfsuikingly ﬁvalu;‘;edﬁ S. Und the Soviet border ' Pem
+ On the following Nov, 18, U.S. Undersec- - rinanly, on Oct, 27, three Soviet passenger
retary of State Robert Murphy invited the 4.0 104 s cmall plane to Sinop, lexrkey.g ?

- Soviet Ambassador and Air Attaché in Wash- * Sources in Washington say there is no evi-

ington to listen to a tape recorgding. dence that spoofing was involved:; in fact,
They declined. The tape was a monitored they think it wasn't. But luring has occurred

conversation between two Soviet pilots as unsuccessfully — once or twice since 1958,

they shot down the C-130, probably over And sources say this possibility cannot be

Soviet territory, The conversation and the éompletely ruled out.

story were published by Allen Rankin in ' ) o

the Reader's Digest of June, 1959,

It’s .an old trick

- The cunning trick of **spoofing,” or send-
ing ‘out false radio signals to misguide an

"-enemy. dates back at least as far as World
*War II. Since the early 1950's, U.S. Air

. First leg of the flight plan was to Trab-- Force pilots flying in Turkey, Germany,

Japan, and other areas near Communist
borders have been warned about it.

Israeli intelligence employed *‘spoofing’
1o high advantage against Egyptian aircraft
flying over Sinai when Israel attacked ig
June, 1967. Sometimes Israeli *“‘spaofers”
even called the Egyptian pilots by their
first names, o ‘
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2 U.S. Generals Will Be Released, -

Soviet Ambassador Tells Rogers

By Chalmers M. Roberts:
Washington Post Statf Writer

Tn the day, Nad not 1ntended
to make an announcement un-

'The Soviet Union told th
United States yesterda
that the two American ge
erals it has held for almos
three weeks will be r
leased from custody ang.
permitted to leave Russia.

This word was transmitte
by Soviet Ambassador An
toliy F. Dobrynin to Secreta
of State William P. Roger
around 1:15 p.m. Co
" But Dobrynin did not sa

\

released, and up to a lat
hour last night .there was n
word that they had cross
any Soviet border. ‘
The. fate of'the America
major who. piloted the lig
U-8 aireraft that the Unite
States said strayed across th
border by accident was n
mentioned by Dobrynin. Buf
there was reason to believ
he and his plane 'would als
be released, -
Turk Released

The fourth occupant of th
plane, a Turkish colonel, wa

released yesterday and crosse
the Soviet border iInfo Tu

when the generals: would be:

til the officers had left the
Soviet Union. But State’s con-
gressional relations office
passed the word {o Rep. Ken-
neth J. Gray (D-I1.), in whose
district Scherrer’s home town

_|of Shaynee Town, Ill, is lo-

ated, and ‘Gray promptly
made it public.
‘State Department .spokes-

* lman Robert J. McCloskey then

ade the announcement.

The affair of the generals,
s it became known, has been

puzzling aspect of Soviet-
merican relations since their
lane - landed in the Soviet
Jnion on Oct, 22. .
The initial expectation was
hat they would be quickly re-
eased. .

But they were not, and
[Boviet broadecasts began to
ptress what Moscow considers
jfhe evils of American bases
verseas, especially those ag
lose to the Soviet Union as
he ones in Turkey that the
enerals had been inspecting,
Moscow, in a formal riote to

ashington, called such
igﬁts part of “extensive mili-
aty and intelligence activi-
fes” by the U.8, and an activ-
y “openly hostile to the
V.S.8.R.>” o
| Ankara was warned of “dan-
gerous consequences” if such’

key, according to Ankara r
dio.

The four men are Maj. Gen
Edward Scherrer, head of th
U.S. military mission in Tu
key, Brig. Gen. Claude Mont -
roe McQuarrie, pilot Majof .
James Russell and Turkish .
Col. Cevat Deneli.

At the Florida White Hous
press secretary Ronald L. Zie
ler said President Nixon would
be pleased about the releasep’
and that he regarded the d
velopment as a construeti
step in U.S.Soviet relations.

Word Slips Out

Dobrynin word to Rogers lal

‘Iprovocative actions” from

" Turkish airfields continued.

The American response,
50 in a formal note, was that

et-American consular agree-

ent by refusing permission
fpr Ameriean embassy offi-
clals in Moscow to visit them
ithin four days. The first of
tyo visits was on the fifth

Y. <
Yesterday, before Dobry-
nn’s . call, McCloskey told

‘npwsmen that last Thursday
Spviet officials had denied a
request for a third visit, Me-

oskey Baid that “we are ¢on-

The State Department, whick Siflering what would be the
made public the gist of th¢ N¢xt appropriate step” if the

n were not soon releagsed.

'|ate snub because of the deten-

The U.S. had sent only low-
level officlals to last Friday's
Soviet embassy celebration of
the anniversary of the Bol-
shevik Revalution, a deliber

tion of the generals,

that was the only case in which
such instruetions bhad been
given to U.S.. diplomats but
that “I would not think we
will be out looking for eppor-
tunities to bring ourselves to-
gether while the officers are
still held.” o |

Some- American officials felt
Moscow was holding the men
simply to drain the last bit of
propaganda benefit from what
was clearly an embarrassment
to the United, States, Others
felt that the use of the ecase
to call attention to American
{bases was related 4o the on-
going strategic .arms . limita-
tion talks (SALT). -

; Yesterday MecCloskey said]l

‘The Soviets have contended!
‘that the - U.S. should include:
in strategic weapons to be put
under control those tactieal’
aireraft overseas, land and'
carrier based, capable of car
rying nuclear weapons to So-
viet soil..

_American planes using Turk-
ish bases{could fly such mis-
gions, as could planes from
We,st ‘European bases and
{from the 6th Fleet in the Medi-
iferranean.’ o

. Some- officials here have
speculated that there - have
‘been. differences of opinion.in
Moscow -between -foreign of"
fice officials and. the secret.
police, and perhaps the mili-)
tary as- well, over hew to
handle - the ease. * However,
‘there appeared to be no evi-
dence. - S
" So far the SALT talks ap-
‘pear to have been insulated
Jdrom the increased tension in
‘SoviettAmerican  relations.
‘That - tension - was produced
by the Soviet collusion with.
Egypt In violating the Middle:
East ceage-fire standstill, as
Washington - “charged;, from

what Washington took to be
a Soviet effort to creale a nu-
clear submarine facility in
Cuba, from Sovict threats to

block the Berlin air corridors |

and from the case of the gen-!
erals,

The tension relaxed after
Soviet ships left Cienfuegos,

{Cuba, but the I'entagon re-

ported yesterday that they
were on the way back. How-
ever, 1o alarm bells were he-
ing run- over that’ last night,
officials here said. But if the
ships 'did enter port and
stayed then “we’d have to
take another look,” one high

Jofficial said.
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DATES WORTH NOTING

December 26 - 28 Karachi Islamic Foreign Ministers
Conference. The first session
is to be open to the public.

January 4 - 9 Havana 7th Congress of the International
Organization of Journalists, a
Prague-based Soviet-controlled
front.

January 11 - 13 London The Communist Parties of Western
Europe are to meet to discuss the
role of the working class in
Western Europe in relation to
development of multinational
societies. The projected January
meeting is an outgrowth of a
meeting in London on September 21,
1969, attended by delegates from
the Communist parties of Cyprus,
West Germany, England, France,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, The Netherlands
and Spain. The Soviet Communist Party
was not represented, and never publicly
expressed its attitude toward the
September meeting.

January 15 - 16 USSR 36th anmniversary of the first show
trial of Stalin's Great Purge, 1935.
The defendants were charged with
counterrevolutionary activity and
moral responsibility for the assassi-
nation of Sergey Kirov, the Soviet
leader who was regarded as Stalin's
heir-apparent. Among those convicted
were Grigorly Zinoviev and Lev
Kamenev, who were the initial members
with Stalin of the triumvirate that
ruled Russia during lLenin's illness.
Zinoviev and Kamenev were executed
in 1936. It is now widely believed
that Stalin, himself, plotted Kirov's
assassination.
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January 16 Prague In 1969 Jan Palach, a Czech
student, set fire to himself in
downtown Prague to protest the
Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia.

February 3 - 10 Bratislava 10th Congress of the (Communist)
International Union of Students.
This Prague-based front was so
demoralized by the Soviet invasion
of Czechoslovakia, that the 10th
Congress had to be postponed re-
peatedly during the past year.
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SHORT SUBJECTS

Big Push for Soviet Arabic Studies. Moscow students complain
the former leisurely pace of Arabic studies in the Soviet Union's
various institutes of oriental languages is suffering because of
the Soviet military build-up in the United Arab Republic. It used
to be that students completed three years of study at one of the
five institutes, went on to spend ten months of study at Cairo
University, then returned to the Soviet Union for their final
examinations. Now, the fourth-year students have been pressed
into service as military experts. Very bad, say their professors,
because the military vocabulary is so very limited. Another dis-
advantage is the lads might be killed, as was one interpreter
during an Israeli bombing raid last summer. Additional Egyptian
teachers have been joining colleagues at some of the Soviet institutes
as the Arabic teaching program is apparently expanding even more.

Young nationals from such non-Russian speaking states as Estonia
and the Uzbek SSR, who normally find themselves discriminated against
in competing for places in the Moscow diplomatic school are opting
for Arabic studies instead. With the demand for Arabic linguists
at a maximum, the non-Russian students feel they can be assured
of foreign assignments --- even though their sometimes shakey
knowledge of Russian may often hamper even their usefulness as
interpreters.

I

Shot in the Am. A tourist recently hospitalized in the Soviet
Union tells of having refused an injection with some narcotic pre-
scribed for him at the hospital. To his surprise, the nurse then
quickly shot herself in the arm and proceeded to become quite euphoric.
After learning what had happened, the doctor urged the tourist to
tell him if an injection was not wanted, remarking that there was a
drug problem in the hospital. According to the doctor, some of the
younger, less-educated nurses were joining the hospital staff just
to get easy access to drugs.

kR R X %

Frankness on Problems of Trading with the East. It is not only
Western businessmen who now voice complaints over the intricacies of
doing business with Communist trade monopolies; fellow Communists,
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too, have begun complaining. Being compelled to accept products
which are not needed and not wanted, uncoordinated tariff lists,
running up huge clearing credits instead of receiving hard currency,
and having to conduct trade through government administrators

rather than with managers of factories which produce the goods

being sold: these are some of the complaints which the Yugoslav
press has been voicing in its commentaries about the problems of
signing new long-term trade agreements with the USSR and East
European countries. The Yugoslav press has been reporting

regularly on progress, or lack of progress in negotiating the

1971 to 1975 trade agreements with the USSR, Poland, East Germany ,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Albania. Concurrent-
ly with these articles, and in contrast to press reporting within
the Soviet Bloc, have been articles on the growing difficulties

and disadvantages which Yugoslav enterprises must endure in order

to meet the government's plans for trade with the COMECON countries.
A typical article was published in mid-October 1970 in Belgrade's
economic weekly, Ekonomska Politika, emphasizing that the recent
high level of negotiating activity between Yugoslav trade officials
and those from the East Bloc should not be interpreted as any guarantee
of success. The article pointed out that during the previous five-
year agreement, with the exception of neighboring Hungary and Rumania,
Yugoslav trade with the COMECON partners fell consistently below
planned levels and that production licensing contracts were few,
plans for joint appearances on third markets remained just plans,

and industrial cooperation was severely limited. Such criticism,
much of which echoes Western complaints, indicates how Yugoslavia's
socialist market economy is drifting slowly but steadily westwards.

% % kR % %

Yugoslav Evolution vs. Soviet Involution. In recent weeks the
world has seen interesting activity on the Yugoslav political scene.
Tito set matters in motion last September by suggesting that when
he ceases to act as President of Yugoslavia he be replaced by a
"presidency'’ of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, a form of collective
leadership in which all republics and nationalities are to have real
representation. What precise shape this concept will take remains to
be seen but its real importance rests on the fact that there is wide-
ranging and free discussion about it among the citizenry as well as
among political figures, a phenomenon in Communist-controlled countries.

In another innovation, the League of Yugoslav Commmnists (LCY)
held a first "Conference' (29 - 31 October) similar to the more
familiar institution of Party Congresses, except that the Conference
will be convened annually for discussions on more pressing national
questions, while the Congresses will continue to be held every five
years. Here again, more important than the institution is the fact
that delegates really debated issues, disagreed openly and vigorously
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with one another, engaged in frank criticism of national policies,
etc., rather than observing the standard Communist procedure of
rubber stamping decisions made by a handful of the top leaders.

These two events represent the most recent in a continuation
of the gingerly, experimental evolution of Yugoslavia started
after her separation from the Soviet Bloc in 1948, an evolution
that has moved in the direction of individual and institutional
freedom.

Though perhaps slight, these genuine moves toward democracy
loom as gigantic strides compared to the immobility of Soviet
society, where ever since Stalin's death such changes have been
for the most part more apparent than real. Thus, while change in
Yugoslavia represents evolution, in the Soviet Union it may be
regarded as involution (in the biological sense, i.e. degeneration).

EJE R

Where the Bell (Almost) Never Tolls for Thee. Westerners who
blame the union of modern electronics with impersonal corporations for
maddeningly inefficient mechanized service, with its frequency of
determined misdialings and the lunatic nonsequiturs of prerecorded
answering services, might profit by pondering the plight of the
Soviet telephone customer. The weekly Literaturnaya Gazeta conducted
a series of experiments on the efficiency of the Moscow telephone
system and published a report which could not have surprised their
readers: the system is not efficient.

The New York Times of 25 October 1970 reported that the Gazeta's
attempts to reach the desk of the Hotel Rossiya on Red Square failed,
so a reporter was sent by car to find out why. There he found the
desk's three phones off their hooks while the two girls assigned
to answer them argued heatedly over what shift each would take next.

In another test a dispatch center for taxis was called, but
there was no answer after repeated attempts and a total of 100 rings.
A motorized investigator found that the Vavilov Street dispatcher's
office had 5 telephones serviced by two dispatchers and one driver
who had volunteered to help. None of the three bothered to answer
because they were busy eating watermelons.

One of the chief problems noted was the length of time needed
to find a telephone number. Moscow is unique among major world
cities for its lack of a complete directory service. The last

comprehensive directory was published 19 years ago. During Literaturnaya

Gazeta's experiments, which were conducted on average mornings, it took
5 to 12 calls to get through to infommation, and then a wait of 7 rings
for an answer.
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Chile's Christian Democrats Start Opposition to Allende
Program. It 1s noteworthy that the Christian Democratic Party, N
whose support was vital to the election of Salvador Allende, has
started to oppose some of the government's measures which affect
their interests, and they have apparently been successful in
their first test of strength with the coalition government.
Because those civil servants who are also Christian Democrats
have been finding it increasingly difficult to keep their jobs
in the face of leftist pressures, the party suggested legislation
to protect them. The govermment yielded to this request by
announcing it would send such legislation to Congress. This
underlines the importance of Christian Democratic support to the
government, and should serve as a useful reminder that just as
Allende needed the seventy-four votes of the Christian Democratic
bloc in Congress to become president, so will he need those same
votes if he is to carry out his program within Chile's constitutional
framework -- as he has promised to do. However, at the same time
that the Christian Democratic party position has stiffened, the more
extreme members of the coalition are urging President Allende to
undertake even stronger measures against particular Christian
Democratic interests, and a leftist columnist has already begun
to hint that "rightists' within the Congress are trying to under-
mine the government's program.
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YUGOSLAVS PLAN
ROTATION OFRULE

jPesi;Tito Joint Presidanay
: to Got New Head Annually

. -By ALFRED FRIENDLY Jf. |
. SpEdiat 16 The Newr York Times !
. BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, Oct.!
= € Communis

‘official announced here today"
that the collective presidency
that Marshal Tito has proposed
.as his eventual successor would!
be headed by a different zmax\iI
Lach year.

‘discussion on .the succession
‘plan first outlined by President
Tito in a speech in Zagteh on
Sept. 21, Edvard Kardelj, a
) leading member of the party
i '+ Politburo, said the new body
S ‘would contain the most power-
ful and représentative political

‘leaders in the country.
; ; The actual chairmanship of
the group, he told ‘members of!
\ the Presidium of the League of'
Com{nunists in & long speéch,
should be rotated annually, giv-
ing each of the six Yugoslav
republics a turn at having its

e man in the top job.

An exception, will be made;
’ for President Tito himself, Mr.;
Kardelj soid. He implied that!
the 78-year-old leader would
remain i the presidency for
the rest of his life. : ,
It is obvious,” said Mr.
Kardelj, who was one of Mar-
shal Tito's closest collaborators:
in the wartime partisan move-!
ment, “that Yugosiavia most
crucially needs the participation
of Comrade Tito in this whole

undertaking.” _
‘ ‘Not & Magic Wand’ .
Stressing a point that had:
been made by Marshal Tito in
disclosing the collective ‘suc-
cessorship ‘plan, Mr. Kardelj
maintained that the new body
would bring in the two or three

'

]

federal decision-making pro-.
cess.

The collective presidency,
he said, “will fiot be a magic
wand to solve all the problems

most influential leaders of each;
republic to participate in the.

and controversies that time
brings, but it should certainly;
speed up the discussion and
gettlement of ‘such- disputes.”

Historic feuds pitting the
northern republics of Slovenia
and Croatia against central
demination by Serbia now
t&ke‘ the ::rm of'a rasive eca-
nomie  argumaents. % are
accentuated by the burden the
tichet, more industrafized, nor-
thern republics must bear in
atsisting the development . of
the bBackward areas of Mace-
donja, Montenegro and Bosnia,
wsHetzegovina. -

Power Decentralized

Since World War 11, the per-
sonal force and prestige of
Marsital Tito has served to
keep these internal tensions
from fragmenting the nation,
Since 1965, however, Yugo-

the _governing power rapidly,
leaving the individual republics

slavia has been decentralizing|

Wwith large economic and poli-i
tical autonomy. 1

Mrt. Kardelj forecast toda
that the coliective presidency)r
even if it could not put an
end to the disputes, would be
a force capable of making and
!'mplementmg‘ common policy.

Should the presidency be in-
capable of such initiatives,”
he said, “it would certainly not’
be %e}.rforming its duty.

“This would mean. not only'
that this organ is in crisis, bu¥'
that the whoale society is in
crisis,” he declared. “But our

positive role in avercomin
social probiems and ‘cormflict:s.§

—

Presidium Endorses Plan

mal proposal for constitutional
_changes would be submitted to
i}‘)’e? 11"edeml parliament early 'in

————

-
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THE SOVIET UNION EXTENDS ITS INFLUENCE IN LATIN AMERICA

Objective;

Soviet representation in Latin America has increased slowly
but steadily within the last few years as a result of mutual
Soviet-Latin interest in expanded trade and new export markets,
and also as a result of Latin America's wish to demonstrate its
independence of United States influence by establishing diplomatic
relations with all nations. The Soviets have been following a
policy that is low-key and long-range in nature, and in keeping
with their current approach, which emphasizes gradual and peace-
ful means of attaining influence and eventually becoming predominant
in most of Latin America. The policy emphasizes diplomatic and
trade relations as the best method of increasing Soviet presence
and influence.

At the same time, and in line with this gradual diplomatic
approach, Moscow is stressing that the local Communist parties
engage in popular front tactics, rather than those of armed
struggle. Consequently these parties are encouraged to engage
in mass organization activities, to participate in elections and,
where possible, as in Chile now, to participate in coalition
govermments.

Since Latin American nationalism has heavy anti-American
overtones, Soviet and nationalist objectives are frequently
parallel, although to be nationalistic does not necessarily mean
to be pro-Soviet. Nevertheless, the Soviets doubtless hope that
in the long run they can encourage Latin American govermments and
societies in a leftward direction, which will lead eventually to
the emergence of 'national revolutionary' regimes, while their
major short-term objective is to help undercut United States
influence in the area.

Diplomatic Relations

Within the past year the Soviet Union completed negotiations
to establish or renew diplomatic relations with Bolivia, Ecuador
and Venezuela, so that it now has diplomatic agreements with
every country in South America save Paraguay and Guyana, and there
are indications a diplomatic agreement will soon be drawn up with
the latter. Relations with Mexico have been unbroken since the
1940s, and in Central America, Costa Rica and the Soviet Union
recently renewed diplomatic ties after concluding a commercial
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agreement to cover cash purchases of Costa Rican coffee by the
USSR and the establishment of a Soviet trade mission in San Jose.
The USSR can probably now be expected to try and extend its
presence in Central America, and also in the Caribbean where it
has diplomatic relations only with Cuba.

Economic Relations

In the field of economic relations, and in sharp contrast
to its massive aid to Cuba, the Soviet Union appears to be stress-
ing trade agreements with lLatin American countries, with trade
missions and representatives located throughout the region and
also in Jamaica. Yet Latin American trade exchanges with the USSR
amounted to less than U.S. $130 million in 1969, and this represent-
ed less than two per cent of Latin America's total world trade.
Furthermore, Brazil and Argentina alone accounted for almost three-
quarters of this total.

Soviet purchases consist mainly of coffee, bananas, cacao,
wheat and other basic agricultural products, while in return the
USSR sells manufactured goods. Apparently these have not been well
received in Latin America, however, and the outlook for trade
between the two is not promising with respect to increased quantity
or improved quality.

Although the prospect of major Soviet aid for sizable devel-
opmental programs seemed to have been a major incentive to a
number of countries in establishing diplomatic relations, such
aid has been disappointingly small or has not materialized at all.
Even those countries that have had large Soviet credits for some
time have been unable to use them because no mutually acceptable
projects have been found. In spite of such notable drawbacks,
however, the countries of Latin America remain generally receptive
to Soviet trade initiatives, and they continue hopeful that trade
relations will improve in the future.

Maritime Interest

Related to the growing political and economic ties with Latin
Anerica is the Soviet interest in expanding its maritime presence
in the area. The Soviet Atlantic fishing fleet, which also serves
intelligence purposes, as well as the heavily-equipped research
ships, need port facilities in addition to those they have in Cuba.
Likewise the Soviets have indicated an interest in the development
of fisheries in cooperation with various Latin American govern-
ments, and also in the expansion of Soviet merchant shipping.
Aside from the naval facilities in Cuba which are available to the
USSR, it has no agreements to date for use of any naval facilities
in other Latin American countries.



Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01194A000400010001-1

Soviet Visitors to Latin America

Besides the Soviet diplomatic and economic missions which

“have been set up in recent years, there has been a steady stream

of visitors to Latin America. These have included representatives
of youth, student and trade union organizations as well as many
cultural and sports groups. Both of the latter have lost members
through defections in Latin America. It seems to have been the
trade union representatives, however, who more than any others

have become notorious for promoting dissident and anti-govern-

ment labor activities, while providing advice on organization

and also funds. The result has been an unusual number of expulsions
of labor representatives from Latin America over the past few

years. By and large, however, Latin American governments seem
reluctant to declare Soviet officials persona non grata, apparently
because it is believed such action would be hamful to good and
useful relations with the Soviet Union. By contrast, the most
effective Soviet representatives are the journalists, whether they
are permanently assigned or are roving correspondents. As seasoned
interviewers, they converse easily, and as experienced investigators
they are often in a position to learn information valuable to their
government .

Relations With Local Communisgg

Although Soviet representatives have generally managed to
maintain correct, and in some cases openly friendly relations with
local Communist parties, on occasion they have been highly embarrassed
in relation to the parties and the local govermments by the outbreak
of Castro-style terrorism in several countries. A recent and striking
example was provided by the Soviet representatives in Uruguay after
the kidnappings and murder committed by the Tupamaros. While the
Uruguayan government was receiving statements of support from other
govermments around the world, the Soviet govermment remained silent,
with its representatives obviously at a loss as to the appropriate
propaganda ''line'' to take. It was not until the Uruguayan govern-
ment requested an expression of support that the Soviet Union respond-
ed, and even then the statement of support was made indirectly through
the Under Secretary of the Uruguayan Ministry of Foreign Relations.

There have also been indications that prior to establishing
diplomatic relations with countries that have had problems with
guerrillas, the Soviet Union has requested Castro to ease up on
support to such groups so that their own negotiations with the
govermment involved would not be jeopardized. It is likely that
the Soviet Union will be caught in situations similar to these in
the future as long as it follows on the one hand a policy of support-
ing armed revolution, through its continued subsidy to Cuba, and,
on the other hand, it pursues quiet subversion. Heretofore, when
these policies have clashed, and the Soviets have been forced to
take a stand, they have chosen the low-key, quietly respectable
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course of action. If it is in their interest to change, however,
and to support more violent forms of action, there is no doubt
they would do so, and this has been hinted at in official Soviet
writings. In late June of this year Victor Volsky, Director of
the Latin American Institute of the USSR, wrote in Pravda that
development of the revolutionary process in Latin American
countries had reached the stage when ... "It is necessary first
to smash the political and social-economic forces which prop up
imperialism... in order to prepare for the transfer to socialist
reforms."

Although at first the Soviet Union carefully refrained from
any unusual display of enthusiasm toward the newly elected
Communist-backed govermment of Chile, it is now showing its
true feelings more openly. This is reflected in the Pravda
commentary on the speech which Secretary General Luis Corvalan
made before the plenary session of the Chitean Communist Party
Central Committee, in which he boasted of the party's importance
in the coalition government. Pravda characterized the Communist
Party as militant and revolutionary, whereas previously the
Soviet press had pictured the Party as a reasonable element in
the government. This could presage greater overt Soviet attention
to the Communist Party of Chile, which is probably the Soviet
Union's most important and effective instrumentality, not only
in Chile, but in the area as a whole.
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INTO LATIN AMERICA |

DUt experts 10 sucil mmaners are agrecy
that basically the Soviet abjeclive in the
region is: political, not economic. Bacl

-

- TO MOVE

“The Russians are not climbing any
i trees to get at the fruit. What they are:
“deing is selecting the trees where the

~[ments is that they are taking place net
‘las a result of direct outside intervention,: -

- Jing expectations, U.S. cutbacks.-in. aid:

The Russians are scoring
gains in Latin America, using a.
new “soft sell”” approach.

“The respectable game," ex-,
perts call it, and it is succeed-,
ing in areas where Castro-style'
-guerrilla warfare flopped..

RIO DE JANEIRO: !}

Cfruit s ripest, shaking these: a- bit: and:

waiting for the fruit to fall.”

_As another observer sees it. Moscow’s

basic approach to Latin Ameri_(;:\ these™
days is to “play it extra cool.” He ex-
plains Soviet policy this way: ‘
“You will see more ballet companies,.
chess players, trade missions—things ]1k;e
that coming from Russia. But you won't
see bomb throwers.” s

The Soviet approach calls for no mas--
sive outlay of economic aid- to- Latin

nited States concerns -
sclf with crises in distant corners of the:
warld, here in Latin America, closer to
L lome, Soviet Russia is on the move;
gaining ground. ;: ' :
So far, no other country in the Hemi-
sphere has joined Castro’s. Cubd in. going !
Communist. But in varying ways, Latin |
America appears o be opening up to }
the influence of Russia and. its Commu- |
nist allies. ' '
Examples of the trend: Y
® In Bolivia on October 7, a new mil-
itary strong man, Gen. Juan Jogé Toarres,
an admirer of Castro, seized power ing

D am—

tion, narrow wiimer in a national eleé- |,
Jtion, is preparing to install its leader as;;
the country’s President on November 4.}

¢ In Peru, a military regime with left-!
|ist advisers is steering the country toward: !
[state ownership of major industries and,

other “revolutionary” objéctives. N
A significant faet about such develop-.

‘Ibut more from. pressures that are gener-!
‘Jated internally, PR
Rising nationalism, the failure of re-‘
forms to keep pace with people’s. grow-
- fand support—all play a part. ’

Shaking the trees. Moscow’s tactics
- pre a far cry from the Castro policy of try-|

" Ithe hills of Bolivia,
As one expert en Comwunist strategy

the name of “revolutionary nationalism.” i’
® In Chile, a Marxist-doninated (:onli-f.t

‘ng to-export violent revolution—a. pelicy. |
that brought. Einesto. “Ché”™ Guevara. to: |
his death as leader of a guerrilla: band: in. |

: r\xncl'mclics puls:it;

Anjerica. Over the last five years, Rus-

ars, on top of some 4 billion in the

eding five years..

; e Russian presemce. To carry out
its policy of influence on. a shoestring, :
Sovfet Russia has staged a step-up in one
idirdction: the number of its diplomatic

Imisfions and resident officials in- Latin

Amkrica,

1960; there- were fewer than 100-
Sovjet diplomats in this part of the !
Jwordd, accredited to: three Latin-Ameri~
canfcountries. ’
day,. without gounting those im!
Culla,, there are 349 Soviet officials at.
emMassies in-a dozen: countries..

his increase: in diplomatic represen~.
tatign continues.. New Soviet embassies
are peing built in several. capitals to ac~
odate- even. larger stafls.

l ‘diplpmatic relations: with. a- Central: |
i vican country, Costa. Rica, as well‘;k
i as wWith Guyana. i
ade alone does not justify-the rapid. i
ation of embassies. and: their stalls.. |
-all trade between Latin America: :
_and| the Soviet Union in 1969 totaled :
129.3 million dellars;. compared’ |
witl} 9 billion for two-way trade between. |
. §. and Latin America..

expepted: to. increase only moderately.
Rpissian- diplomats: insist, nonetheless, .

" are limited to. trade and normal
tic relations. J

|
|

ture Soviet-LatinsAmerican tradée is |

* jn the region as high as 50 per cent of

cently, Russia. established: its: first 1

f

: ’ B »
: Ché Guevara’s fiasco in Bolivia.

!)rcak. The: Russian's installed themselves
that] their objectives: in- this: part: of the | & %ans:{mbin the best

ago. The Ambassador’s carrwas a -
illac,.not a- Moskva. ! 4 Cod

embassy appears geared to fulfll tha
payticular end. .

Spy count. Some estimates put thg
number of known intelligzence officialg
working: in and out of Soviet embassied -

the total accredited as diplomats.
Whatever the number of spies and
- subversive- agents, the resil-nt Russiany .
. give: every -indication: that they are sys ,i
tematically and patiently extending theif :
contacts and influence.
, - In pursuit of that objective, each yea -
-about 1,500 young Latin Americans ar¢:
- chosen to study in-the Soviet Upion of
scholarships. Most of them go to Patric
: Lumumba. University in Moscow. ]
. Records from ‘ that university ar
. known to. be sent back to Soviet embas]
i sies in the students’ home countries. Oncd
ia scholarshi? student returns home, he if
- marked for! continued contacting and
possible recruitment.

Russian diplomats appear to be unded
strict orders to stay away from the und
derground activities of local Communist]
parties, leftist terrorist groups and thel
revolutionary Castroite organizations.

Cubans are used by the Russians to
deliver funds to local Communist groups.
Other intelligence! activities are carried
out for Moscow by Poles, East Germans
and other Soviet-blac ofTicials.

Russian success. Chile is the prime
sxamplle of how the Soviet policy of
playing it extra' cool” can pay off.
' For years, the Russians had been try-

ing to convince Havana, Peking and oth-
er firebrand Communist regimes that
guerrilla tactics are not the sole routc to -
Communist expansion and take-over.

Fiflel Castro- and Peking-line Com-
munists snorted at that and continued to
promote guerrilla. warfare and other ter-
rorism—although in Castro’s case a severe
crimp  was. put in such activities by

Then, in 1965, Soviet Russia reopened
relations with Chile after a 2(r))-():::\r

part of Santi-
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Embassy hired the best chef in the
i Chilean capital, and the wives of diplo- :
mats turned out to be fashion-wise and |

charming. Because most of the Russians |
.had been through- a tour of duty in |
Cuba, they spoke Spanish well and were |
familiar with Latin-American ways, '
Soon, Chileans whe had denounced re- -
newal of relatlons with the Saviet Union |

- ¢ame away saying:|“Why, they are just
like we are.” i

Marxist-dominated popular front, Dr, Sal- |
vador Allende, is himself a dapper and ‘!
well-to-do member of Chilean society '
and a savvy veteran of the country’s regu- ;f
lar political system. :

When the pinch came, in the national
election this September, the respectable |
front put up by Allende and the Soviet
Embassy seemed to play no small part |
in his victory by a narrow plurality.

Swing voters. appeared” to minimize !
or ignore the fact ‘that Allende was |

pledged to convert Chile into a socialist :
state, with many of the trappings of
Castro’s Cuba. +Or that the Communist _
Party was the most powerful element in |
. Allende’s coalition. !

Playing the game. The “respectable '
game,” as some other diplomats call it, |
vindicated its effectiveness in Chile while
terrorism backed by Castroite and Pe-
king-line Reds: in other Latin-American
‘countries has. yet to come close to win-
ning power, "

Look around Latin America today and -
you find the game working in & number
of other places, and working fairly well, .

Take Peru. There, sitting at the el-
bows of the ruling military, junta is a*
group of Marxist lawyers who helped
show the officers their way of doing
things as professors at the Superior War
Scl.nal. Taday, these lawyers are top ad-
vieer unel officials in a regime that is
Spagtad i exerting state control or own-
evstup over major industries and has
muzzled the press,

Sovirt diplomats in Lima show up at
social functions, but otherwise are con-
spicanus by their absence from the pub-
lic eve or print. When the do surface,
it 15 1o talk trade or preovisle cultural
inlerchange.

Leftist general. In Bolivia, where
/ Castro-style terrorism once assumed such

prominence, General Torres took power
- October 7 not by using any violence but
throvigh an old-style military coup.
| Totres promptly procliimed himself
leadeg, of the “revolution of the people.”
. ‘Torres had been forced out as commander
in chiéf of the armed forces v the Boliv-
ian President last July 4 as being too

It didn't hurt that the leader of the |

- leftist, Before his dismissal, he had pub-
licly praised Castro and defended ex-
propriation of U. S.-owned mining prop-
erties,

Just-what part the Soviet Embassy in
La Paz played in the Bolivian, develop-

- ments is not clear,

Quite possibly, according to some ex-

¢ partd, the answer is: “In a diroet sense, ne
« part whatsoever,”

But a tide appears to be running in
Latin Amcrica, these.same experts say,
and essentially it is a nationalist tide.
That explains’ why even military men,

. traditionally conservative, appear to be
. warming up to Soviet overtures and

i Marxist approuches.

Latin Amcricans in country after coun-
try ave trying to break away from their

. traditional dependence on the U. 8. and
. Western Europe. The Soviet bloc and
; Japan offer the only real altemmatives, as
: ol:r cials in this region see it. "‘And Russia,

for*one, is capitalizing on this develop-

. ment wherever it can.
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