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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

VIAz: Deputy Director for Operations
Deputy Director for Intelligence
Office of Legislative Counsel

FROile
. ccia Bistanc for Coordination of

Poreign Narcotics Information

SUBJECT: CIA Testimony in Executive Session
Before the House Select Committee
on Drug Abuse and Control

1. Action Reyuired:

“his memorandum is primarily for the Director's
information. As noted in paragraph three below, staff
and operational elements are initiating necessary action
to respond to requests made by the Select Committee.

2. Background:_

a. After the DCI concluded his public
testimony before the House Select Committee on
29 September 1976, the hearing went into executive
session. Representing the Agency in sworn testimony
at the executive session were Mr. George Cary,
Legislative Counsel; lr. Theodore G. Shackley,
Associate Deputy Direotor for Operations: Mr. Paul
V. § i y Director for Intelligence
and Special Assistant for
International Narcotics Information.

b. Mr. Walsh opened the testimony by pre-
senting a summary (at the suggestion of Chairman
Wolff) of the main points contained in the classi-
fied statement prepared for the Director. (Copies
of the Director's prepared unclassified and :
classified statements which were gsubmitted to the
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Committee are attached.) After this presentation,
the executive session developed into a useful dis-
cussion of the Agency's role in the government's
international narcotics control efforts and how it
might help the Select Committee. The major points
that developed in this question and answer session
are summarized below. A copy of the full tran-
script is being obtained from the Select Committee
and will be forwarded once it has been received.
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" OPEN SESSION STATEMENT

by
Mr. George Bush -

.. Director of Central Intelligence

-

before the

X,
. . H -
House Select Committee on Drug Abuse and Control

1000 hours - Rocm 210 Cannon Buildin
S 29 September 1976 . -

;
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Mr. Chairman:
- I am happy to appear before this newly established Select
Coinmittee to discuss the role that the Central Intelliéence Agency ,
pl#ys in our Government's 'éfforts tq stop théiflow of illegal | . o o R
narcotics into Athe United States. Wé arevfﬁlly, aware of this

- menace to our society and share the concern of the Congress

.= o

and of the country. In ai:cérda_nce with Presidential airgctive,

the CIA is supporting the law enforcement agencies which have

;.‘.

primary responsiBility for narcotics confrol - the principal agency
beir‘xg the Drug Enforcement Administration. . .
- Mr. Chairman, it simuld be made clear at the outsetv that ‘the
CIA's basic charter{; the National Security Act of 1947, exi)ressly
provides that the Agency hés no'law eqforcemeﬁt or police powers,
" . Accordingly , CIA's role isi limited to providing appropriaté agéncies
-with intelligence ideﬁtifying the flow of international illegal |
. © narcotics traffic into fhe United States. 'Such collection is not
intended to include information for usei as evidence in criminal
prosecutions. More clearly ls'tated, the Agency cannot bé directly
- . | 'invplved in any criminal ihvestigative_ efforts to develop evidence_
needed for arrest and prosécutioﬁ. This important point must be
uhderstood as I bélieve there have b'e'en serious misgonception_s
‘as to éhe exact role of the Central Inte{ligence Agency in this effort.
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-The CIA did not become formally tasked to develop intelligel‘l_ce '
concerning international illegal narcotics traffic until October 1969 .
-when President Nixon established a Wh1te House Tesk Ferce on -
Narcotics Control. Prior to 1969, CIA prov1ded mformatlonal supgort
on its own initiative and on an ad hoc basis to Federal agencies responsible

for. 1nternat10na1 narcotlcs control. The Whlte House Task Force was

.

-

: giv'e;itl'xe mission to formulate and implement a program to stem the flow

ef hel'oin and opiates.' into the United States. A repl‘esentati\ie of the

Directot; of Central Intelligence was appointed to il{e Task Force, and

the CIA was ¥ equested to use its ex1st1ng 1ntell1gence gathering

- apparatus, Ato th‘e extent ,posmble, to provide foreign narcoucs-related

intelligence to otl;xe'i' agencies which were involved in diplomatic, enforce~
ment andltreatment and rehabilitation initiatives coordinated by the Ta sk

' For'ce‘. | ' . L

1 In September 1971, the President elevated international narcotics

- control to a h1gher priority and established the Cabinet Comnlittee :

- on Internatmnal Narcotics Control (CCINC) to succeed the Task Force.
The CCINC was made respons1ble for coordlnatmg all United States

'diplomaﬁc, intelligence and enforcement activities aimed at curtailing

- .the flow of illegal nercotics'and dangerous drugs into the country..

'l‘he Director was appointed a membet of the CCINC, and the Agency

was delegated the responsibility for coordinating all United States

: ’clapdesﬁpe foreign narcclics intellige;ce gathering with respect to

narcotics. ' S ' IR
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' ;I‘he CIA provides CCINC member agencies with a wide range of
forei_gn int;:lligenc.e information to help the United States achieve two
basic objectiv‘es; ' —-fo oBtain the cooperatiop of foreign govérnments
‘in curtailing ihe production and trafficking of narcotics; ~~to _pré'vide_ )
foreign and appropriate Uni.ted States enforcement agencies with t}-le A
icieni:ities and methods of m‘é:jor foreign .drug t.,r'afficl{ers. |

ot ‘ S ~
( Executive Order 11905, ‘issued on 19 February 1976 by President
Ford, discusses United States Foreign I;xtélligengta' Acﬁvities and sets
forth the authorities and r.‘éslz;onsibilities of ’;he ‘intellig‘ence departments
'an;l agencies. It éonfirms the role of the CIA in this gr_ea by e?cpres_sly ..
making' the Agency responsible fot the collection and productioﬁ_of
intglligence on for::ign aspects of narcotics traffic. Subsequent.-
'Iinstrucition ffom the White ﬁouse has made it clear that this respon-~
- . sibzi}ity is l;mited by the ;;roscription in the National Securit-y Aét» of 1947’
wll_'xi'ch‘l pre'vi.‘ously mel;tioned and tha‘t the Agency's efforts concern only
"‘éti#ttegic" int.elligevncAe feiatil';g to :inter:riafiénal nércotics :‘tra'ffi_'cy such
- as identifyiné major source countries for narcotics and preddminant
) internaﬁonal routes .for transpérting narcotics. | ) | : _ .
Mr. Chairman, aﬁy further discﬁssions of ,CIA's activities in this ..
-field involve ‘class;i.fied matters. Therefore, I would respectfully fequest,

-that any further testimony be given in Executive Session. .

Thank you.
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EXECUTIVE, SESSION STATEMENT

.
[N L i

by -
“  Mr. George Bush o
Director of Central Intelligence

before the ’

. Ho_\ise Select Committee on Drug Abuse and Control

1000 hours - Room 210 Cannon Building
29 September 1976 :
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" ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT: (Optional)

CIA Testimony in Executive Session Before the House Select
Committee on Drug Abuse and Control
FROM: EXTENSION | NO.
C/OPS/NARC .
2 E 14 e
Has. - 30 September 1976

TO: (Officer designation, room number, and DATE )
building) . OFFICER'S | COMMENTS (Number each comment fo show from whom

INITIALS fo whom. Drow o line across column ofter each comment.)

RECEIVED | FORWARDED

1. DDO

7 E 22 / ; o
Hgs. ’? ;‘//( <} 1. For your information

and forwarding.

]aﬁ' 3.

For your information .

and forwarding.

Y
\
\l

t

5. For your information
and forwarding. :

7. The attached memoranduxr
is forwarded for your
information.
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