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HNSC Briefing Militery, 0CI
Second Dralft 28 June 1955

I. Some Soviet Bloo military activities since early April 1935 have flaunted Soviet

armed sirvength, probably in an effort to show that the Bloc approaches SUMMIT
conference in July from a position of atrength, while others have .ap@arently been
degigned to support Soviet diplomatic poliecy of "reesomasbleness" in internationsl
affeirs,

A. DPisplay of atrength has included:

1. Fourieen "practise fly-by's" in the Moscow avea aimce 1 April,
displaying latest Soviet bomber snd fighter airersft. (Note
apparent posiponement of sxmurl Avistlon Day show from June
until unsmnounced date in July).

2. Publicity bulld-up and armeuncement of Warsaw Treaty of 14 May,
profesaing "anti-NATO" aspect of Bloe militery comslition.

B. Display of "ressonableness® mmy includes

1. Preparations for withdrawal of Soviet troops from Austrls,
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2. Well-publiciged withdrewal of major Soviet Whits" PQ’;{&M
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3. Continued postiponement of formal crestlon of Best Cerman Army In
14 May "eanti-NATO" treety.
Il. &hooting of US recounaissence aircraft in Bering Sea srea on 22 June does not
cleaxly fi1t one or the other of above petterns, but Molotov's unususl expresalon of
"regrot® and offer of part peyment indleates desire to minimige incident and
demongtrate Soviet "ressonablensas”
III, Other recent Bloe nililtary developments, not publlsly advertised, show that
‘ deaplte current disarmament proposals and campelzn to relex internetiomel tension,
Soviets continue strenuous offoris to meximime Bloc fighting capabilitles.
A, Improvement of offensive alr power, lucluding:
1. Continued rapid re~equipment of Soviet long rerge units with jet

bombers (8pring *55)
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3. Addition of first Jet light bombersz to three Satellites {since
1 Januery)
4« Doubling Soviet jet light bomber strength in East Germany (April).

i B. Further development of air defensc capabilities, including:

1. int ction firsi all-weather
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fighters in Soviet unita in Rast CGermany (April, June)

2« up-gumning of ground anti-aireraft srtillery units in Esst Europe

(Spring.
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D. Reorgenization, strengthening and coordination of Bloc ground units in
Eset Burope, including:
1. Arrival of nearly 1,000 newemodel medium tanks for Soviet divisions
in Germeny, epparently incressing Soviet medlum tenk strength there

by sbout one-fourth {since 1 January).
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