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SUBJECT: Secrstary McNarsars's Report to the President on Soviet
Atr Show

1. These comments are praliminary and have not been
coordinatsd. The Secretary's report was also described as

prelimisary.

2. 1agres with the genoral tone of the Secretary's report,
which is one of interest but not alarm., He says, "certain qualitative
progress showa was beyond that estimated by the US", and further
"intelligence estimmtes had not snticipated this continued improvement
Lfi Boviet maansd aircraft imcm_]ta the smtent shown. " [ would have
said that the show conflrmed our expectation of continued intensive
RA&D ia aircraft, that unexpected developments were dispiayed in 2
few instances, but by and large this does not change the judgment
that the Soviets will retain & mix of aiveraft and missiles with pricaary

emphavis on the latier,

3. The Secrstary called attantion to the propaganda motivation
of the air show. ] would bhave added the cautionary oote that aircraft
displayed in previous shows have not always been aslected for production

and opersticnal use,
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4, With respect to the bombers, 1 agree with the Secretary’s
comasest on the spparent high quality of the BLINDER, his reference to
the Soviet emphasis on air-to-surfnce missiles, snd the possibility of a
longer range air-to-surfsce missile for medium bombers than previously

e stimated. My tentative belief is that we should, like the Sscretary,
estimate o larger future bulldup in BLINDERs and some what greater

Soviet uss of air-to-surface missilas.

5. The Secretary refers briafly to the BOUNDER pwzetm without
emphasining it. 1agree with this trestomat, and would have added that
major improvements in power-piant EPpPpoaY RecesERTy to make it &

satisfactory intercontinental bomber, 1 would costinue to estimate
that it is poss im&sm:ﬂwmwwrvﬂ!bwamaﬂuﬁam

in smwll aumbers within the next few years. v

6. Wih raspect to fightsre, Ido not agres that the performance
displayed emceeds estimated speeds aad altitudes projected in current
estimates. I would not have ui!tht!gﬂnmhpmattmm

cotimanted, "as belng curiailed in favor of missiles.” We have said,
however, thst whils naw {ightars were prodably bsing developed the
t otal numbers of fightsrs were deciining a3 missiles were introduced

for air defonne. Muth evidants supports this judgmesnt.

7. The Secretary correctly states that “suparsonic light

bombers aad attack sircralR dispiayed had nct beon estimated.”
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- Ons of thess may actually be a profotype long range interceptor.
Thesa developments may prove to be the most sigaificant aspects of
the air show, since the range and endurance of the possible long
range interceptor appears much greater tham anything the Sovists
bave previcusly attempted in this ficld, and the possible attack

airesatt is the first indieation of Soviet attempts io medernize

their inventory of ground supporst ajrcraft,

%
[t

8 We piu to incerporate implications of the aﬁ show into
the aanexes of NIE 1l-4-61, scheduled for complation in mid-Hugust.
My teutative belief is that this estimate should project Soviet retention

8 od improvement of a larger force of manned airerafl in the next
fsw yoars, but that it should continue to lay stress on the growth of
missile capabllities ia all fialde.

Howard Stoerts, Jr.
ONE/EE Staff
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