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National Estimates, Central Intelligence Agency
MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. W, Perk Armstrong, Jr., Special Assistant,

Intelligence, Department of State

Major Generel A, R. Bolling, Assistant Chief of Staff,

G~2, Department of the Army
Rear Adnmiral Felix L. Johnson, Director of Naval
Intelligence
Brig. Genersl Vernon E. Megee, Deputy Director for
Intelligence, The Joint Staff
Mro. Victor P, Keay, Acting for Agsistant to the
Director, Federzl Buresu of Investigaetion

Dr. Walter F. Colby, Director of Intelligence, Atomic

Energy Commission

SUBJECT: (Secret) National Igtelligence Estimate No. 12, "Consequences

of the Early Employment of Chinese Nationalist Forces in Korea.!

12 December 1950

1. In the original Draft of NIE No. 12 the military implication

- clusion, Whereas the political implications edmittedly are of vitsel

appear to have been inadequately developed or welghed in the final coﬂ-‘-LEGIB

importance at this stage of delicate negotlations, the law of
returns has already set in with respect to those negotiations,
consglderation should be given to the quesgtion of utilizing Nat
troops than this paper would indicate. With the departure of
the Chinese Communist delegation and of Mr, Vishinsky, and thel
that negotiations may be resumed at some future date in Pelpin
that the Communists are in the process of buying further time,
which thelr forces in Korea will drive for a final militery dd
Hence the initiative to take any and all possible countermeasy
our capabilities cannot be delayed in the hope of diplomatic g

2. The amendments set out in Tab "A" are recommended,
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THE ZARLY IMPLOYMENT OF CHINASE NATIONALIST FORCES TN TOREAY ,
12_DECEMBER 1950 !

1, The Director of Intelligonce, U.S.A.F., has reviewed Nabiodal
Iz;‘belligence Batimbe Fo, 123, and offers the Pollowing enmendmentag

a. Rgfevence p. 1, par. 1. Amond Tirst sentence as followsn:

“The Chiness Nationslists have offered o taak force of 33,000 tzoops
for gorvice in Korea and possibly could provide a-gweatez-mumbes up_to
about 15‘{)@000 without jeopardizing the gecurlty of Taiusn.?

b. Reference p, 2, par. 2. Roviee as follows: "Therse 12 no

immediate crisis in Korea requizing Chinsge Wationalist troops $0 pre-

Yent a disagher, bub shere 4a s requirement %o, begin the dypenmie e@loﬁ,m

atlon of apy snbti-Communist Chinese forces both in Xoren end on tlm Chinase

painland, whose commi tment gonld heave a favorable effect on the Kggean ond

yossiblg the entirs Paxr Tastorn situntions. The Chinege N&tionalizﬁ forcen
en ¥ormosn grovi&a the only visible meane for such exal_.pitaw.cn, The

PPssengs-e¥ abssnco of Chiness Nationslist broops in Xores én-tke-limited
ranbove-~-estinasod-to-be-avasdakle within the inmediste pear future and
dater would not be a major factor af‘f;acting the ability of U¥ forces to
ostablish and hold = defensive line across the peninsula againsé nmerically

vastly superior Chinese Commmunist forcea, provided the US-UN introduced

feinforcements diregtiw,®

1.
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. Ge Referenco p. 2, par. 3. Add at end of paragraph as follows:
aAn important requirement im Xorea is for additione) infantry, By using

Hationalist infantry as & sorecning force, present UN forcss in Xorea could
We effective strl force, The defense of & beachhead
Tequires & mobile reserve which counterattack guickly at the points of

greatost enemy préssnrg.“
d. Referenge p, 2. par, 4. Reviee as follows: “The best Chirege

Qomgunist forces are now deployed in North Kores and Manchurip. If hostil-
ities between the US and Communist China weors to spread beyond Kores, or
should the Chinese Nationalists independently initiate opergtions on the
mainland, the commitment of Chinese Hationalist forces in Kores would re—
duce Chinese Nationalist offensive caba‘bilitioa for carrying out operatiocne
on the mainland, such as supporting anti-Cemmunist guerrille operstions.

On the other hend, ntilization of Natlonelist troops in Kores would gerve
to contein greanter numbers of Comsunist foress in Xores, whether or not ths
fighiing has spread. Such gontainment in addition would lessep the »oguire- Ny
mont for ggrgga‘ for action on the mainland.® |

6. Roferencs p. 2, par, 5. Amend firet sentanca &nd add a nev

sentence as follows: “Whatever the military ocutcome in Xoree, the eaploy-
ment of Chinose Nationaliste there would, in the eyes of other nations,

further identify the US with the Chinese Nationallets and would oconstitute
& _degreg of moval commitment for continuing US support of the Chinese ‘

Nationalist regime. Since this moral cormitwent would at the same bime p
identify U.S. intentions to gmo:t anti-Communist forces within its_capa- |
bilities, it would have & nositive psychologieal affoct of potentially

&reat value thioughou$ Asia and the rest of the world.®
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?. BHeference pp. 2 and 3, par, €. Revise as follows: *Without

ity of UN nations would probably reject a US proposal to use Chinese
Hationalist troops in Korea, There is a genersl e.pprohenuon that the
employment of Chinese Nationalist troops in Korea womld give impetus, or
at least pmi@e the pretext, for increased ni;itqnq on the part of Com-

munist China. Dospite the repsated assurance of the US-UN &o respect the

al reached a high level in comnitting the Fourth Fie _whi

represents the best available Ghinese Qommunist military force. It is
aiees

t to see new form which this milit could take. Dhée-mild-

{aney-would-incvease Therefore, there would be little incremse in tha

danger of a gerersl war with Communist Chinn, which #s-buza-might-devedep

fnbe-a-ghoded-ww> glready oxiete. Ihis. %00, will have Little direct

- W da-addddbons Althoush. at
loast in the 'boginnig;, the Western Xuropean nations wewld pight feel

strongly that the US was jeopartising the first-priority task of defemse

of the Xuropean continent by beeemizng-iavelived &_continued involvement
in protracted hostilities in heia, it ikel t _those nations

WWW- Fhey might
~ Somo %o appreciate the determinmtion of the US to take constructi®e acti. .on

in an arsa of

Compunist aggrossion. The employment of the Chinese Bationalists asulé

might alienate those elements in gertain other Agiatic countries, whieh
. .
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uho consider the Chinese Eationalists to be reactionary, politically
incompetant, snd already repudiated by their own pecple. Op the other

i) _to resist Oopsmnist sgaression. Untlateral-Ui-action-in-using

mmmuuﬂomma-m&mtm. in sddition,

& Ieferemce p. 3, par. 7. Amend as follows: YAt a tige of
delionte negotlations the use of Chinese Nationalist troops in Korea
mnd-fme«munmm&-uﬁsm:-w night have prejudiced

& political solution of the Korean conflict deriving from thoue negotig-
Sions. Aldheugh-it-ic-evident-thad-Cammuniod-China-gitrongds-auppovss

sncul-:w&e!s—ctmbﬂeeﬂ#eﬁ-%mw&w-m-e
SARREOP-28-2- Vel S~ o R S He-280-0L -CRhbN0sO-Hat i onad dot-Forsoa-tn-Keves :

Mw_me.uwm

wmﬁ_ negotiations now eppears either mguiue or too lops
delayed to ba g_gggti_v_c, the sheg

of the use of [ 1) E tionalist forces in Korea. and fresi m L

4
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reatraints imposed by the U.S, preventing them f ating against

the Chinese mainland,  would appear to outweigh other cen siderations,
if the minimum interests of the US-UN are to be safeguaried in Asia,

¥ill aid in the deterioration of our present van

view of Chinese Communist vulnerabilities and the potential for exp)ait-

c_li,inoeo’antiedomult forcas with U,8

\h

consideradble.” » _
| h. Reference p, 3, par, 8. .ﬁlato ‘éntire paragraphs “Ghe

USsR~-vould-paotadiy-welecmo-o-ualiateral . . . Feaetiownry-vesine,*
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