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D/ USAF CONTRIBUTION TO NIE=35/2: "PROBABLE U:VELOPMuNTS IN INDOCHINA.W 22 Jul 52

I, THE CURRENT SITUATION IN INDOCHINA -
| Ao lHhat is the current JSituvation in Indochina with respast to the
following: '
1, ! The status of combat operations in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia?
| What trends have there been in the past six monthe in the relative
military étrength, combat effectiveness, and taectical disposition
of the French-Indechinese and Vist Minh forces?
(1) The French Air Forces
‘The French Air Foreces in Indochina consist of Lhe Frénch iir Forces,
Far Ea.st!‘._{Force_s Aeriennes en lxtrems Orient- FAEE_O) and units of the French Naval
Air Arm. The FAEED héwe a strength of 403 ai:»:*éraft- of which 372 are assigned to
squadrons under thres tactical comzands.  Four fighter aquaidrons, which are based
— primarily in the Hanol and Haiphong sectors, are equipped with F8F and F6F piston ‘
type fighter aircraft. There are also two light bomber squadrons equipped with
B--26 Invaders, two transport, one reconnaissance, and six artillery and observa-
tion and liaison squadrons. For support, the FALED are dependent primarily on
~ MDAP for supply of _com.bat..'ind transport type aireraft, asircraft munitions,
armament and aviation fuels, The French Naval Aip Ava in Indochina has a
current strmgti's of 25 aireraft all shore based., The GVL Arremenches left
. Indochina for France aon 18 Hay for overhaul and is expected to ré:t.urn in the
latter part of August. Unt.i). its returm, there will be no carrier based aire

crai't in Indoehina waters,

A chart giving disposition of uz'::i‘l-.éﬁ type of aireraft assigned, and

_ Documant Ng, — T
persomnel is attached as Inclosure (1) ﬂetview of tis documont by GIA has o
Geterminnd fnnt
(2) Adr Facilities %:fﬁa 5% v eifection to declass
1l S W Wtesmation of GIA

- : ';;:;.;::‘ figf & eHlgin
There are ap:.roximately 77 airfields aﬁﬁ..agasa é‘:’&'ﬁ,‘sﬁ'&%"es gevailable
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to the FAEEQ, Sixtean alrfields meest the" Standarda negessary t o oparaté
corbat airoraft, Of these, twelve have permanent surfaced rum:é.ys, five of
which have a runway length of over 5,000 feet ard are capable of sustaining
madium bowber/jet fighter aireraft operations. The remaining airfields have
over 4000 foot rumwaye and are suitable for operation of light bomber/piston
fighter type aireraft and 1 Timited Jet fighter operations, The most important
airfield complex is located in the critical Tenltin Delta area. Here are based
approximately 60% of all the FAEFQ combat alreralt and it is frem these airfields
't’nat. most of the close supnort and supply misaions havs been flown. Two aine
fislds Do Son and Klen An, have recently been put iﬁto commigsion by the
French to relieve the conjacted situation existing in this vital area. The
two Hanol airfieida and the one airfield at Haiphong have boen overcrowded with |
sirceaft with no adequate spacs for dispersal of alreraft, since the airfields
are surrounded by rice paddies. The French-Vietnamess Fofces possess no
adequate radar or early warning systems capable of giving quick warning to
army, Navy and Air installations in the Tonkin area, There is, at present,
cine radar warning site Joceted at Cat H airfield (Haiphong), providing less
than five minutes waming. Another of sligitly betiter range is reported en-
foate fr&m France, As a result of ths movemeni. of sdm tranapord and ldalson
tye2 aireraft to Do Son and the usé of Kien An and the three remaining delte
sirfields for combat operations, this situation should be ccnsidera;bly ime
proved, .

411 airfields in t.is area are within renge of possible air attack
from Chiness Commund st airffelds in the bordering areas of Yunnan and Kwangsl
Provinces and from Hairan Island. If the Tonkin Delta a.irfieldsA shonld fall
into VWiet Minh hands, EL‘!%J Alrfield 300 miles to the south would be the neﬁ.

zood operational alrfield available te the French Alr Forees. In central
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Indochina, the most important operatiomal. bose is Tourane with 6400 fast

runways and full facilities, Tan .Son Nhut airfield near Saigon is the' most
- important in southern Indochina and is the bome base of the FAEEO, _

Of the eight auxiliary seaplane stations svailable to the French
Saval Air Arm, Cat Lai Seaplane Station, €> miles East of Saigon and Cam Ranh
fay near Phan Hang are the only suvitable seaplane landing areas,

(3) Combat Effectivensss

The capabilities of the FALEQ are excellent in operations of a
+actical ground suppert nature, which constitube their present basic mission.
Irench pilote are presently well-qualified to perform tactical support
missions of low~level and dive bhombing, including use of rockets, l:t;mzbs9
and gunmnery. During the past six months, vital eremy supplies from ‘
Communist China, key points along the supply roﬁtes p and other key targets
have been effectively attacked, Through attacks apgainst selected key targets,
the movement of supplies i made as costly to the Viet Minh as possible.
The FAEEQ are alse efficient in conductiﬁg paratroop operations and supply
by airdrop. Transport activities, photo and visusl reccnnaiss'anca, obsarva-
tion and liaison are succes_smlly carried out, Important French/Vietnamess
outpost garrisons west and north of Hanoi, because of their isolstion and
poor lines of camwunication, are supplied almost eutirely by alrdrops, Most
of the eutposts have cleared "drop Zones® in the vicinity, and a few bave
short airstrips capable of handling liai=on aircraft. The usé of paratroops
as a tactical maneuver has proven highly successful in the 'bype of war
;,eing fought in Indochinz, The FAEBO would be relatively ineffective in
air defense operaticns because of the lack of modern air interceptor air-
crait, ra,d._sr defenses and early warning, mnd fighter direction equipmeﬁto

This combat capability has been increased by the implementetion of a training
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program in fighter combat tactics, air to air gunnery and air interception

- techniques. Completion of Do Son and Kien An airficlds s increased the

FAKEO capability by providing additional cperational bases and thereby
greatly reli_eving the conjusted facilities and providing more di.spafsemmt
of aircraft in Tonkin,

Shortage of personnel imposed by troop strength limjtations precludes
the full utilization of aireraft:currently afa.ilable in Indochina. The

FAELQ is understrength in pilots, having 332 pilots for over 400 aireraft,

Supply and maintenance staffs are short in aircraft technicians.

The combat effectiveness of the shore-based French Naval Air irm
is good, within the limits of aireraft and fad lities available, in per—
forming its misaim of patrol, recounaissance, dastﬁctim of enemy shipping
and support‘of gﬁmnd oparations, _
b, What are the present French=Indochiness ospabilities to:
(1) Expand their area of control and inflict heavy losses on
the Viet Minh, sssuming the presont nature and degree of-
Chinese Communist assistance to the Viet iinh;
{2} Hold pressntly occupied tarritory in Indochina agairist the
Viet Minh operating with the present ﬁature and degree of

Chinese Commnist assistance,

Thera has baen no adr opposition to the FAEKQO or the French
Raval Air Amm in operati ns against the Viet Minh. There is no evidence of
an operational Viet Minh air force, althouph some unconfirmed reports have been

received indicating that Viet Minh personnel ars undergoing avié.tion train-

- ing in the Sino~Tonkin torder area under &he Chinese Communists, The Viet
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Minh ha#u received no knownlair assistance in the form of manpower or material
from the Chinese Communists. It is possible, however, thal there may bs a
few air advisors among the several thousand advisorg already with the Viet
Minh forces, If the Viet linh forces are to have air support during the
period of this estimate, or the Chinese Conunists should invade Indochina
with ground units and desire such support, t:is would have to be provided
by the CCAF, using regular units or tyolunteers.® Hithout opposition,
thg FAEZO, within its present area of operatlons, is able to carry out
affectivaly its current mission of tastical alr suppert, subject only to
limitations of personnel and equipment., However, the-FAEEO is incapable of
significantly expanding lts air operationsal

{3) Hesist attacks by the Viet Mink operating with substantially

increased Chiness Ceosmunist assistance.
~ (4) Resist attacks by combined Viet Minh-Chinese Communist

Comhat forces?

© Sinca the Viet Minh has no knowﬁ alr fores in being and no
immediete prospect of developing such a fores prior to mid-1953, any air
resistance to the FAEEQ would presumsble arise through the commitment of
glemente of the Chinese Comaunist Air Fores Lo support of ﬁhe Viet Minh
foreas. 1t is currently estimated that the Chiqese Comaunist Air Force
has available to it, approximgtely 2000 combat alferaft of various types.
includad_in the combaﬁ figure aré approximataly 1300 jet type fighter
aireraft. Of this totad, approximately 800 aireraft (including 450 Jets) are
believed to bs based in China proper, primarily in the Peiping, Shanghai, and
Canton are#su The nearest kno%n units to Indechina are two air regiments9
; toﬁaliﬁg Ve, MIG=15 fighter aireraft, located at Centon. In south China,
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asutical miles (the combat radius of the MIG=15 with two 70-gallong wing
tanks) of the Tonkin Delta air insballatios. Five of these airfields have
surfaced ruways of 6000 feet or more and are suitable for sustained medlum
bomber/jet fighter operat.icngq. The remaining ten airfields have surfaced run-
vays botween LOOOu6000 feet in length and. can support gustained operations of
1ight bomber/piston type fighter aireraft and limited jet fighter operations.
Recant information indicates that Nanning airfisld in southern China is aﬁmde
cned and that the Chinese Comsunists have not performed any construction work
on this facility. Although the condition of the runvay prbbably would allow
aireraft to land and take-off, the air facilities are not sultable for anyl
sustained operations, In event that the Chinese Comrunists were to attbempt
an air attack on Indochina, an operaticnal base in the Nanning érea would be
esgential. _La.clc of any activit}y at this airfield alsc indicates that there
probably has been no major build-up of airfields near the Indochina border.
Phe only evidence of construction in the aréa ia that of a four-lane road being
built from the town toward the airfield. The completion of this additional
mothod of logistical suppnrh to the airfield may mean that the Chinese
Communists have future plans for the rehabilitation of tils airfield. It is
pelieved, moreover, that all Chinese Comnunist airfields in South China could
be repaired within a short period of tims.

The comnitment of a Chinese Conmunist foree of mmparable size and
'c:amposition to that now committed by the FAIEQ wculd. not be decisive, but would
maberially reducs the freedom of povemsnt now enjoyed by the FAEEOG Loss of
fresdom of the air would force the FAEED to change materislly its combat and
supply tactics, Tactical support and bombing would be similarly affacted since

a large percentage of available aircraft would have to be employed in air
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intercept and combat patrol missions,

The addition of a Chinese Comnunist air fores to Viet Minh
forces comparable in size to tﬁe French Air Forcea, but including MIG-15
jat fightera would'rssult in Joss of air superiority to the French, at
least.in the Tonkin Delta area. The FALEEQ now possessés no aireraft
capable of effectively intercepting jet type sireraft, If the Viet ninh;f
Chinese Communiat.ground forces commit MIG-l5%s, they will undoubtedly do
50 by a surprise concentrated alr attack on the Army, Navy and Adr
fnstallations in the Tonkin Delta area. The FrencheVietnamese Forces do
not possess an adequate alr warning system to give quick warning of euch an
attack, and the effect would be to neutralize the French Air Ferces in
Tonkin and at least partially?ieatrby the vital inatallations in that area,

Bo MWhat is the current nature and leval of Chinese Coumunist assis-

Lance to the Viet Minh?

There is no known Chiness Commmist air technical and materiel
agsistance being provided to the Viet Minh at.thg present,

Co wWhat is the current nature and level of Franch support to the

Associated States of Indochina?

The Assoéiaﬁed States of Indochina have no Air Force in being,
although a small beginning-haa been made in training native pileots, On 1
April 1952, a Vietnamese Flying-School was created, equipped with 30
lisicon type aireraft, and.providud-with a ¢raining staff offour French Air Force
Officers and 22 non-commissionsd officers, Graduates will be used im artillery
spotting units, The initial class of 15 Vietnamsse cadets ig undergoing &
6 month course and a second class of 30 Vietnamese cadets is expected to

begin training in October 1952, In view of the difficwities in organizing,
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equipping and ¢ raining a nmative air foree, md the preoccupation of the

French Air Forces in their present combat operaticns in Indochina, it is

unlikely that an effective Vietnamese Air Force will be creatod within the
' pari-od of tnis estimate,

D, What isg t.he current nature and level of US suovort to ths French and

Indoch.meae?

Host of the presant capability of the FAEED is due to the MDAP
assistance received during the past two yecars. Present MDAP policy proﬂdea
for the replacement of aircraﬁ'. and sparsc parts as needed to tﬁai.ntain the
level noew reached by the FAEEC and to supply all the ammmunition and POL
aeeded for combat; operations as required. The lack of an air defense
capability by the FAEEQ has. been & constant wealmess that MDAP assistance
hag not alleviated, The French have repeatedly r;equested. from the US jet

| alroraft for aif defense in Indochina, These requests hove been refused
mainly beecause of their lack of alr facilities to operate such A:lrcrarb o ad
insufficient maintenance and fuel storage facilities for sustained jet
operatimsa Recent developments and improveraent.a along these lines iu the
 Tonkin delta ares, including opening two new airfields, hawe changed the
complexion of this question in recent weakso
- On 30 April 1952, a recommendation for recongideration of the
question of jet aireraft to Indochina thraugh MDAP was proposed by Air Force
HDAP officials. The proposal forwarded favors giving a squadron of F-86 to
the FAREOQ by realloting remaining FY 1952 funds, It is felt by this growp
that attacks by the CCAF, especially jet, could knock out a large part of
the MDAP air effort alresdy made in Indochina, If this threat is to he
met by the French, an aireraft capable of foreing cambat en the MIG=15 is

Approved Forfelezse IDUE - CAHIPPUHEBUEES" The F-86, believed the most suitablw for the role, is aveilable
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for purchase, with delivery beginning in

: v/ |

July 1953, If the FAEKO should
acquire jets from the US, aleng with -an early warning radar net also under
consideration ,7 the critiecal air defenss weakneas of the FARZO now existing
could, in time, be substantially alleviated.,

II. F4CTORS AFFJCTING FUTUR.S DEVELOPMENTS TN INDOCHINA,

A. French<Indochinese Capabilities and probable courses of action,

1o How will French and Indochinese will and intention to resist
bé affected by the following:
2, Political; economic, and military developments in
Western burope, and within metropolitan France and the
French Union?

Any political, econormic, or military developmant within metropolitan
France, oﬁher Westermn European countries, or the non-Indochinese parts cof
the French Union would probably have a favorable psychological impact upon
French and Indochinese will and intention to resist if such de\ralopment '@
sulted in a continuation of sufficient outside support to contain the
Comunigt threat to Indoéhina.., In addition, any development in thess areas
which indicated a genuine French intention to strengthen native institutions
wonld tend to strengthen the Indochinese w11l and intontion to resist
Co@ﬁszt pressures., However, any developments in these areas which indica=
ted a continuation of or a reversion to, traditional French colonial
policies and attitudes would meet with a strongly adverse reaction among
the highly sensitive Indochinese peoples and w-ould correspondingly deter
their will and intention to resist Communist pressures. Any development
in Metrcpolitan France, obher Western furopean countries, or the French Union,
#hich indicated that Indochina would not receive out.side support at least
sufficient to contain the Communist threat would proba'bly have a seriously
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) be  Politiral and economic trends within Vietnam, Laos,
and Cambodia, ineluding attitudes toward French imperial
control and toward the Chinese Communists? (To what extent
are the Chinese Communists regarded as congquerors and to
wbat extent as liberators from white control)?
Within Vietnam (and, to & lesser extent, within the less advaneed
stategs of Leos and Cambodia) there is a g.adual trend toward increased re-
cognition of the Communist threat and toward increasing native participaticn
in the Frencheled resistance movement. However ; despite substantial changes
_in traditional Frengh colonial policies in the direction of sponsorship of
‘native autonomy, continuing suspicion of French policies and motives will
remain, during the period of this estimate » 48 a deterrent to unqualified
Indochinese support for their.own French-aponsored governments and for the
French-led military étruggle against the Communist-led Viet itink forces.
It is estimated that identifiable direet Chinese Communi st participation
in combat against the French-Vietnamese forces would result in an acceleration
of the present gradval inerease in Indochinese support for the anti-
Communist struggle, In view of the paucity of reliable intelligence, this
estimate is based largely on the considered Judgment that, in view of the
traditional Indochinese hostility toward Chinese invaders and in view of
the increasing identification of the Chinese Communists in the minds of
politically conscious Indochinese with ageressive international Cbmmunism,
the threat posed by Comrunist China will be ragarded as over-riding the |
cont.:l.ﬁuing opposition to French colenialism.
¢ FPossible tripartite waminge to the CC to keep their

troops out of Indochina?

Fhiterwarning which showed promise of

The lssumnce aof atirdme
iC
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being effactive in keeping Chinese Commumist troops out of Indochina would
increase French and Indochinese will and intention to resist the Viet Minh
foreces, prdvidad that US material suppert of the Frenti=Vietnanese forces

énntinued at such a level that eventusl victary over tﬁe Viet Minh did not
appesr hopealess. _

d. Chanpes in the level of US economic and military assistance
and in the nature of the S commitment for the defense of
indechina?

(Sce a, b and ¢ above),
@. A cease=fire in Korea?
A cease-fire in Koreas, without effactive Western action to deter
Chinese GCommunist military action against Indochina an&/or without assurance
of continued substantial US material aupportg would encourage defeatism among
the French and Vietnamese and might lead them to seek a neéotiated settlemant
with the Viet Minh forees.
L. An expansion of the Kovean war? ‘
An expansion of the Korean war would probably have little affect
upen the French and Wietnamese wili and inﬁentioa o resist, unless such ex~
i pansion was of such a natufe anl magnitude as to remove frem Indochina the
threat presently posed by the presence of large numbers of Chinese Conmunist
forces near the China bovder and hy Chiness Commmnist logistieal aid to the
Yiet Minh forees.
g. Political, military, and eroncmlc developments elsewhere
it Southeast Asla?
Politieal, military snd e conoxic developments elsewhere in South-
east isia are ef significance %o t he French and‘lndochinesenwill and intention

o resist to the extent that such developrents increase or decrease the likeli-

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000040007 &




=¥ av

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000040007 8
¥

bood that the anti~Communist position in Indochina will be cut-flanked. Fop
example, Communist acquisition of control of Burma would constitute at
least a potential threat to the anti-Communist: position in Indochina, and
would probably tend to discourage French and Indochinege '.ull and int.ention
to resiast,

2, Uhat trends in French-Indochinase capabilities to resist

or reduce Viet Minh~Chinese Commmnist pressure are probable?
8, In trained manpewar, organized forces, and material
'supply (including Us aid)?

No significant changes in the Freach~Indochinese capabilities is
expected to oceur during the period of this estime, The FAEEQ are expected
ﬁo receive sufficient losistical support under MDAP to maintain the present
devel of operations. There is a current shortage of pilots and trained

- maintenance technicians, and the ability of the French to\supply suf ficient
persannel to support additional aireraft is questionable, No ai:pmciable in-
crease in air defense capabilities by Mid-1953 is evident, as the FAEED are
not expected to zequire F-86 jet aireraft prior to mid-1953,

Bo 1. What trends in Viet Hinh~Chinese Communist capabilities
are probable through mid-1953 assuming a eontinuation of
Lhe present situation in Koraas
d, Intems of Chinese Communist ability to eomnit combat
forees in Indochina?
The Chinese Commurists now have, and will contimw to have

.-through mid-~1953, sufficient air st rength in Jet and piston aipreraft to
t,n,:.ble them to launch damaging at,tacks aga.inst bmncthiat.namese installations
in ‘l‘onldnsr ’ without appreclably lessening the oresent scale of Gormunist,

Approvet For Release 200002 : CRlb B ARSON 8 in Korea, Hwever,} prior %o a CCAF commitment to operations
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W’
in Indochina, there would have to be improvemant of Scuth China airfislds,
stockpiling of mupplies at these airfields, and redispesition of airerafi.

Although these preparstions eould be made by mid=1953; there is no reliable

avidencse thét they have yet begun,
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i 2o Mi, effect would an exmansion ofﬁe war in Korea or a
cense-fire in Kowea have on Communist capabilities in
Indoohina? | |
An expansion oi‘ the war in Korea would presunably :mclude
_ expanded Communist air nperat.z.ons:, and therefore place a further Limite
ation on Communist capabilities to commif air strength to Indochina,
I the ovent of a cease~fire in Xegas, 4be Chinese Commmists would ba
capable of employing, for aiy operations in Indoc.h:ma, all or any part of -
their present alr force in belng when re]eabed irnm 1ts Korean mlssion,
subject only to logistical and air facilities limitatibna in the ‘In_ddcbine.-;

.
- Ly

China border area,

<o H‘o-.;; will Chinesa Comnuns st courses of action in Jndochina’ e

el

be influenced bﬁr the followings:
as Over-all Communist interests and policy in the Far East?
B, & chance in French-Indochinese capabilitiss? |
¢, A-change in the strength and effectiveneas of the
Viet Minh?
. do ‘A tripartite warning to keép_t.héir troops out of
| Indochina? |
2. Changes in the KOrean war?
fa _Oi;her contingencies such as the release of’i‘\lat,i.onali'st‘;'
. Antetnees fin Indechina. eombat operations b- Chinese
Bationali&t troong in Scutheast. Asla, or against the

: . . T e C, Rt S fmjn'_i_and, aho. % : -
; . et R B

U5 is consideren thakh mve =gll Communist interests and policy in
| - Yhe Fap. st wAXl be the mosh lwportent determivant of Chinese Cormunist ine

tn

obioms as B0 coursen of astien relakive ke Indochina, The nost #ffective
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deterrent to Chinese Communist aggressive action in Indochina will be a
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Western (essentia’ily US) warning which convinced the Soviet bloe that such
Chinese Communist aggression vbuld result in unacceptable retaliation aga:_lnst
Communigh China itself, Changes in the relative strength and effectiveness
«f the French-Indochinese forces and the Viet Minbh forces, changes in the
Forean war, and other contingencies will not have deteridning influence
{though they could have some contributory signific.nce) upon Chinese Communist

rourses of action relative to Indochina,
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inclosure (1)

Strength and Disposition, French Air Force, Far Kast As'sign'ad_
" 4o Tactical Coumands

Tive

Fighter

light Bomber

Photo Hegonnalassance
Arvtillery Obs, & Liaison
Transport

No, of Squadrona

o N

FAEEQ Tactical Disbo;aition

TACTICAL COMiAND = NortheHanod

Unit

Fighter Sq. 1/8
Transport Sq. 2/62

Liaison Sq. 53

Photo=-Recon, S¢. 80
Artillery Obs. Sqs 23
Transport 3q. 2/64 (Detach)
Transport Sq. 1/64 (Detash)
Fighter sq. 3/6

Bember Sqo 1/19 {(Detaech)
Bgmher Sq«: 1/25

Artillery Qba. Sq. 21

TACTICAL COMMAND Center— Hue

Bomber S5q.» 1/19
Fighter Sq. 2/9
Liaison Sq. 54

Transport Sq. 1/64 (Detach)
Transport Sa. 1/64

Artillery Obs, Sq. 22 (Dstach)

Vistnam Flying School
Transport Sq. 1764 (Detach)

# These thirty (30) aireraft are to be used as trainers,
fully equipped for primary miosion ef Go
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Iype Alrcraft

Assigned Alreraft

F8F

C4?
Ju=5H2
¥artinet
Penguin
Gricket
Hiller
F8F
Crickets
C=l7 -
Ju-52
F8F

B~25
B.26
Cricket

B=26
HB=26
F6F
Martinets
Crickets
Penzulns
Ju=52
Ju=52
Cricket
Cricket
Ju=H2

83
35
12
168
e
372
i, of
Aircraft Location
20 Boec Mai Airfield (Hanot)
12 .n (1] | | . "
12 " " n 1]
6 ] n n 1]
8 n n L] [ .
12 " " : n L]
I‘ 1] i " n
12  Gia Lem Airfield (Hanol)
;y* it " 1] ' ]
10 s " ' fl n
8 n i n ] _
20 - Cat Bai Airfield(Haiphong
10 1] n o " :
12 " H n on
24 Do Son Airfield (Haiphong
10 Tourane Alrficld
1 i "
? n "
A " n
12 .n n
3A 1" 1]
2 " "
12 ' Nha Trang Airfield
2 " " L L
0% oo "
2 Vientrane Airfield

mbat oparaticne,

however, all are
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¥ TACTILAL, COMMAND South = Saigen
g #
No, of :
Unit iype Adrcraft  Alreraft  Loecation
Fighter Sq. 2/9 , FOF 16 Tan Son Nhut Alrfield(Saisc
Traneport Sqs 2/6L =47 12 O # "
Transport Sa. /64 (Detach) =~ Ju=52 b woow oo o "
Bomber 5q. 1/19 (Detach) RB=26 2 noowon n n
Artillery Obs. 5. 22 . Cricket ~ 10 " #oon " n
Idaison 8q. 52 Hartinet, 8 omonon " ]
Cricket 11 noonoow n "
Penguin & " ] " K] u
Hiller o n VR n u

NOTE: Fourbeen (14) Ju-52 aircraflt have been cquipped for duﬁl purpose with
: extemal bomb racks plus & "D-30 Bronzavie® sight permitting use as a
bomber with axtemal mavimum bomb load of 2000 pounds,

Pgroonnel Strenghhs

oficers Enligted  Total
Pilots ' 220 ix2 332
Gther Aircrew 69 - 275 344
Other (French) B/ 5699 5990
Other (Indigenous) s 2205 2305
Tiale - © 580 8291 8971

SAVAL AlR ATH

_ Ho. of
LA Dvee Adrerafe  Adrcraft  Locatjon
Patrol Bomber Sg. 8F ' PELY 10 Saigon
Fatrol Regon Sq, 89 PBY=54 "2 ' {1) Haiphong
(i) Saigon
Rzcon Sg. 95 Sea QOtter 8 ‘Cat Bai
Linison C O CehT 1 Saigon
Horans & Haiphong

NOTE: The COVL Arromsnchaa, cunrrently wa\ierffcing overhaul. in France, is
expected to return o indochina wnbers the latter part of August
with a complament of approximately 44 aireraft, 30 pilot officers,
srd 310 aiverew rersonnel,

. %N
Porsonnel Strenpth
SR e, RN
T ) -gv:
OCiicern o
R Ao o Ly Fod v
J.lf,-:,?,.. ,!. f“’]b 5‘3&1 f iu"- 2
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