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MEMORAMDUM FOR: EXRECUTIVE SECRETARY, NATIONAL ESTIFATES'BOARD,
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEWCY

SUBJECT: NIE-42: The Current Situation in Albanisa with
Particular Reference to Greek, Yugoslav, eand
Italian Interests and Fretensions

1. Reference is made to CIA memorandum, subject as above,
dated 20 August 1951.

2. TIn accordance with raguest contained in reference
memorandum, &sttached is the Depariment of the Army contribution
to NIE-42, prepared by the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff,

' @-2, Intelligence, Department of the Army.
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G-2 Contribution to NIE-42: #The Current Situation in Albanis with
Particular Reference to Oreesk Yugosisv, and ltallsn Interests and
Prgtengions™. _ '

; 741
I. WHAT IS THE CURRFNT INTRRVAL SITUATION IN ALRANTIA? 1731

A, Is the Hoxha regime firmly estazblished in Albanla?

lo ——

2, Ars the police and armed forces under firm political control?

Information regarding the situation in Albanis following
the bomb explosion at the Soviet Legation in Tirana on 1S February 51
is scanty, tut it is balieved that political control of the police and
armed forces, which was firm before the bombing incident, has become
even more strict. This control is exercissd by the Prime Minister,
General of the Army Enver Hoxha, and the Minister of Interior, and
former Chief of Staff, Lt. Gen. Mehmet Shehu. These two officers cone
trol the Army and police ‘reapectiwly, and ere themselves subject to
the direction of the Séviat ¥ilitary Mission to Albaniz. To further
insure caréful political control; one of the two Vice Uinisters of
People's Defengse is a Soviet citizen who has the additional title of
'Political Director of the Armed Forces. This officer directs the activ-
ities of the political advisors (or agents) who ere attached to even
‘the amaileat units of the Albanian Arny, the Security Forces and the
Police.
B. To what exﬁant. doss the regime's existence depend on Soviset
eupporti‘
1l memmmomenac<
2 Tm;'a are no known military treaties “or mutual "dslfense
pacts in existence botween the USSR and Aibania, such as ware concluded
by the Soviete with other Satellites; nor are there any such pacts
known to exist betwesn Albsnia snd the other satellites axospt &
mutual assistance pact concluded with Bulgaria on 16 December ?947»
Recent roporte indicate that Soviet representatives in Albania care-=
fully avold méking official declarations which might be interpreted as

formal pledgea 10 support Albania in case of need. This course is
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followad in spite of obvious efforts by the Albanian Government officials
to oncourage such pledges. There are no indications, however, that the
USSR has any intention of abnndcgﬁngﬂlbania in the event of war.

Thére are no known political agreements betwean Albania and the
USSR or its Satellites, although there are trade agreements with most
of the Satellites end Cultural Pacts have been concluded with some of
the Satellitaso . i |

G, What resistance to the regime exists and how effective is it?

e :The Fnver Hoxl;n. Stalinist regime enjoys the genuine eup-

port of only 'a portion of the 30,000 membere of the Albanian Worker's
Party, and the overshelming majority of the country’s popuiation is
opposed to it. The regime is able to maintain 1tself in power by
strict control of all means of subs#_stehce and by police terror, tut
despite such deterrents there m small, poorly organized resiatance
éroups scattered about Albania, particuwlarly in the north., These are
believed to be independent in nature, and relatively inactive. Withe
in their s’paeifié Jocalities thane.groupumgage in occasional ects of
minor sabotags, Iusmlly es proteat measures. Tilis sort of resistance
to any cenﬁ*al government has traditiomslly existed in Albenia, end
would very likely mntinue‘ ghould the Hoxha regime be overthrown and
any other central government be established.

2, Thers is little or no cooperation batween individual
resistance 'éroups eurfs.cienjb to merit consideration, The Albaniana.
are a tribal pecple, with a long history of inter-tribal bloocd fauds,
Tnaemuch as the limted resistance activities which take place are
carried on within the tribal structure, the long-standing rivalries
make cooperation difficult,

3.

4o For the most part, atterpts on the pert of the emigre
movements to coordinate ectivities with internel resistance groups have
been sbortive, and no 1@11‘1cant liaison exists at the present time.
Probably the most prominent emigre group is the Committee for a Fres
Albania which is located in Rome, and is balieved to receive at least

- {2) '
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part of its operational funds from the Italien Covernment, While

this group is somewhat more forceful, better organiszed and wore ine
‘tellectually inclined than other simlar groups, its effectivencss
- 1s limited by poor leadership, laék of # woll=lefined poclicy, and
lack of firm contact with resistarce slemente within Albania.

The Yﬁgoalava recently sponsored the organimtioﬁg.n the Koemet
arsa of Yugoamm, near the Albanian bordef, of the League of Albenian
Political Refugees, but for the time being this group iz not being
encouragad to actively antagonise the Hoxha regime., The Greeke do
not.spacifically suspaPt any orgenisad emigre movement at ’ché pragent
timeo o ' |

Italy, Yngoalav.!h end Greace ar"e minirdzing their assisgtance to
emigre groups for two reasonss 4

| 1) The emigre groupe are numi-pua and continmally at cross=
purposes. Untll they come to terms emong themgelves, prasent a common
front, and have a definite plan for liberated Albanie, they represent
a pobr invegtwent, and are useful only insofar as they contribute
tomard keeping Albania in a state of mild disturbance, in opposition
to the Hoxha regim. | o

2) None of the countries wishes to threaten the Hoxha regimo
and thus pmvide the USSR with a pretext elther for aggmaaioh in eouth-

eastern Furope; or for an accelerated military build-up of Albania.

\

I, DO THE INTERESTS OF YUGOBIAVIA, GREECE AND YTALY IN ALBANIA Q’JNFLIG"“

IT AND, iF 80, TO WOAT ﬂmﬂﬁ

. AVIAR AND OHOECE IN AIBA“I‘A’“ -
o STACL I‘HE mwmpum'r OF FF¥ cr:cw DEFEIGE OF SOUTHRAS TERN

Ao 'For} the sffsctive defense of southsastemn Europs and the

Eastern Moditerranean while the Hoxha regime retains powor in Albenia,

(3)
RET.

Approved For Release 20&%1 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001200030002-2



4

Approved‘":@r Release \’L\,* RDP79R01012A001200030002-2

complete cooperation betwacn Italy, Yugoslavie snd Greece is highly
desirable. Military plane and operations should ba thoroughly inte~

| grated to present a common front and the defense economissg of the
three countries should be ad:)ustad on a mutually beneficial basis., In
order to accomplich thess objectives, it will be initially necessary
to affect an ideological rapprochement between the three countries.
This would pave Lhe way for joint defonsive measures and, possibly,
formel mulual assistance agresmenis,

B, Thers are no sisps being taken at present to coordinate the
defense plans of Italy, Yugoslavia and Graecé,. The pressnt state of
relations between Italy end Tugoslovia over ihe dispossl of the |
Triests problem mekes such plans unlikely for the time being., With
mgarﬂ t;: Greoce and Yugoslsvia, howover, there have been recent
vague indications that the two countries might be willing to exchange
vital defense informaticn, provided cortaln conditions wore met by
@aeh‘part.y' concerned. - To date nothing has come of thie.

o G.  Albanis in hostile hends neceseitetes gome diversion of Tugee
slav and Greek troops to the Albanian border, thsroby reducing the
tr’ocp.‘s'trength and materiel aveilable for defense of cther border
© areag., In effect, the situstion requires both Yugoslavia and Greece
to plen & two-front defense. With regard to Italy, which hso no
common border with Albania, naval planning is partioularly affscted.
4 ‘The formulation of defensive plans by Yugoslavia, Greece and
Italy nust teke into eccount the facts thats
1) In Albenis the USSR has & bage from which aggressive naval
varfare d particularly submirine warfare — could be eon&uctéd
sgainst all three countries, as woll as ageinst the entire Mediter-
rencan area; ‘ A
2) Albania could serve es a Soviet air baso for limited of-
fengive operations; )
D, Tho primary goal of Im‘ly, Gregce and Yugonlsvié in Altania
8t the pressnt time 1s to remove it from Soviet domination, thereby

reducing the Comminist threat to themselves. Thus, the present
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military plans of the three countries in so far as Albania is cdncamdd,.‘
gre in general, although unspecified, agreemsnt. Their conflicting

| interests and pretensions, which wuld complicate the Albanian problem
should the Hoxha regime be ovar’shzfown’, have assumed a sacondary position
by tacit agreemmt éi‘ the thres powers, and &8 no joint defense plans have
y&t been established i‘or Southeastern Furope, their intentiona vis<g~vig
Alhanin my be expected te continue in the background for the time bei.ng. |
- It mst also be considered & pesaibiuty thet with the step-up in the
Vestern defense efforts and the rore active participatisn of Itely,
Yugosliavia and Greece in such efforts, the complications resulting from
the divergent interests of the three countriss in Albania will be

golved wlithin the Western defense stricture.

Iv. %?WNG THAT THF HOXHA H)GIHE IS OVERTHW ! HHATEFFEGTWIIL

B. Fhat changes in the relatic;ns of the thrce countries would
bs caused by the raplacmmt of the Hoxha ragime?
1. Should the Hoxha regime be replacad by a governmsnt

friendly to the West, i1t would be posgible for Yugoslavia and Oresce
to do-arphasiso the defonee of their bordsrs with Albanis, end redistri-
tute their militery strength, Italy would be in & poeition to revies
.her naval planning with a view to assuring for the West, domination of
the Adriatic ahq the Mediterranean passage betwsen Itali and Tunisia,
The ‘logiatic problems for all three gountries would be lessened should
the threat of Soviet iﬁterfemnco in the Nediterrancan be removed.
A It would be necessary to provide concrete assistence from
cutgide to any new regime in Albania, particﬁlar]y with regard to arms
and equibm’nt which presenily are being obtained from the USSR«

zo If either Italy, Yugoslavie or Greece obtained 2 dominmant
interest in a new Albanian regime, cooperation betwsen the coumriea
mdoubbadly mu_:_!.d be obstmcted, but 1if they participated equally in

. ssgisting the new regima or 81l agresd to forego interference of aiw

()
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kind, ﬁilitary and political cooperation would be facilitatad.

¢. The development of an effective coordinated defense of
Southeastern Furope and the Mediterranean would be affected by any
change in the Albanian reglne. Should any one country seek or
achieve control of Albenia, the other interested nations undoubtedly
wuld delay, and'perhaps make imposaible, any‘ effective cooperation
toward a mutusl defense. If the V.est could sec\iré Albanian neutral-
ity under joint Western domination, the final decision on Albania
could be deferred and the coordinated defense of the area facilitated.
The threat of Soviet aggression from a base in Albania would bs re-
moved and Southeagtern Furope would be cepable of consolidating
politically and militarily in the defense of the area againet aggres-
sion. Albania, under Soviet domination, complicates the development
of an effective Teaisrn defense of Southeastern T-?ux;ope, and thus is
of miiimw value to the USSR, It would not hiave a comparable value
to the “estern powera, should Albenia be aligned with the Vest.
Albania could‘ offer little to' £he West in the form of port facilities
and airfields, and the Albanian ground forces would constitute a |

negligible addition to the troope available for defens® of the ares.
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