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Why did Melik make propesals on Koreas

Is Is it merely a2 propaganda device? L
Ao, There is sn arguwent for this suppositions

1, Conceivably the USSR might subsequently introduce sgo
nemy complications &3 to mllify negoetiations and facllitate
their teking stronger military action in a short time, Howover
this would be hasardous, since we now have the initiative, and
progress depends on our responses.

B, The arguments against ara overwhelming:

1, The USSR has handsd to us a clear opening for initis-
tive which could cauge most harmful bsckfire propaganda-wise,

2, The USSR faces a Comminist military position in Korea
vhich requires inoreasing Russian support with consedquent
increasing risk of counteraction in Manchuria and general war,

3. The circumstances of the spesch:
(2) Selection of the date some time agos
(b) Use of UN world netwerk for presentation;

(¢) Instant publication of text in USSR, showing full
policy control,

ko The statement is a fully new twist in the sbzence of
collateral conditions,

5, The statement in itself has an element of concession in
recognizing the possibility of forsgoing FKorea n objective.

{Boyond this point there can be no equivalent assurance of conclue
sions, pending further evidence and resctions, notebly from Peiping.)
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Is it designed to secure a brief and locsl breathing spell?

A,

For this possibility: the Chinese nsed time for traine

ing and buildeup,

Bo

Against, this posaibility:

1, Renewal of military sction would be conspicuously
on Commnist initiative (we discount any USSR reliance
on crazy action by Rhee),

2, Renewal of military action would inwvolve greater
risk of war,

3. Propagenda consequences of 1 and 2 would be dels-
terious,

Ig it designed to secure a longereterm respite from risk of war?

A.

Bo

Co

For this possibility:
1. The USSR could push its military and political buildeup,

2. The West and the US would experience great pressure
towards delay or reversal of mobllization,

Againgt the possibility:

1. The USSR mgy consider US "ruling circles" so bent on
war as not to be deterred by this development,

Further argument depends upeon an overs-sll estimate of

USSR capabilities and intentions beyond our present scope,

A

Is it a cutting of losses?

For this possi'biliw:

1, The USSR mey have come to regard the Korean affair:

a8 a venture that has become unprofitable unless it is

pushed into genersl war,

2, The USSR may feel the need to insure against any

Chinese Communist defection under pressure of mounting
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Fovean war sirain, and against a possible US over-
ture for a peace sebtlement that requives China
to break with Ruspia,

3o By moving from militazy %o political action the

USSR may reckon on advantages from lessened cohesgivee
ness of the Western front and slowing or reversal of

our mobilization,

k. There is considerable anslogy to the Berlin
blockade action,

Be Agalnst this poseibillty: svguments would derive only
from over~all USSR intentions.

Vo  Is it a first step towards sn overesll dbtente? (This
would imply an intention to avoid genorsl war indefinitely,
tud to contimme with political action.)

No evidence is availeble to support this point, which cam
be brought up only as a remote and conceivaple logical de=
duction from this step,
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