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10 April 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Cyrus R, Vance
Deputy Secrctary of Defense

SUBJECT : CIA Memorandum, "Possible Role of
Taster Island in Soviet Planning
For Military orx sgapgAActivitigs“

1. The attached memorandum advances some possible
reasons for the USSR's recent manifestations cof interest
in Chile's remote Easter Island,

[l R. . Suisy

R. J. SMITH
Deputy Director for Intelligence

Attachment:

(Copy No. 7}

Distribution: Identical “emos
Grig - Addressee (w/att) sent to:  Sae rovarss

Lo BCI (w/o/att)

1o- pDeI (w/a/att)

i - 0BT (w/att)Copy lo. &
-

w7 - GCE/ALD (w/o/act)
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e donorable Walt W, Rostow
Special Assisgtant to the President
Tiae wWnite House Copy do. 5

The donorabls Robert 3. icNamara
the Sacratary of Defense Copy Ho. 6

ras sonorable Cyrus R, Vance
puputy secretary of Defense Copy uo. 7

The Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
Under Secretary of State Copy No. 13
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25X1

10 April 1967

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Possible Role of Easter Island in Soviet
Planning for Military or Space Activities

1. The Soviet Union has shown a puzzling in-
terest in Chile's Easter Island for several years,
As early as 1958 a Soviet shipborne party estab-
lished the geodetic position of the island, and in
1964 the Soviets announced that it would be included
in a program for a unified worldwide triangulation
network using a geodetic satellite. Last month the
Soviet ambassador in Santiago asked to visit the is-
land. At the same time he proposed an exchange of
visits by military personnel between Chile and the
USSR--a proposal viewed dimly by the Chilean defense
minister. This is the first known Soviet effort to
develop military relations with any Latin American
state other than Cuba.

2. This interest in such a small and remote
island in the South Pacific sparked an inquiry into
25X1 Moscow's possible objectives. /

NOTE: This memorandum was produced solely by CIA.
It was prepared by the Office of Current Intel-
ligence with the assistance of the Office of
Basic Intelligence, the Office of Research and
Reports, and the Directorate of Science and
Technology.
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