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Assigtant Director, Resesrch and Reports 16 December 1956

Chisf, Geographic Research
Chief, Geography Division

Evalustion of CIA/RR-G-16, The Volga-Ural Region

This report is s geogrsphical analysis of a region in Eastera
Zuropsan USSR commonly known &8 the "Second Bsku." This ares,
warked by extrasordinary economie expansion since the early uWorld
#“ar II period, hes generated considerable interest on the part of
the intelligence eammunity. Since most reporte oo the area deal
alnost exclusively with scae aspect of petroleun, there has been a
need for a survey of the regicn a8 sn integrated complex, imcluding
the importaat elements of pppulation and settlement, trangportation,
industry, uineral rescurces, electric power, agriculture, snd the
physical envircoment. A stwdy such as this providass an essentisl
framework for svaluation of sdditional intelligence on this regiou.
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1. Bubject of Proposed Project: Volga<Urels Baglon
2. Btatement of Problem: (Outline to ba aktached)

3. Requester:  petsplews Semsel, OER

L. Responsible Anslyst: Vmsstgoed

9. Kipd and Extent of Cooperation Desired from: E
{a) Cther d&ﬁsiom of the Geographic Ares {inslude wmaps) s, /oy
i'&;} Otwer parts of CIA  gp, yon
(2} oOutside CIA o, G808

{8} D/GL demestic procurensnt
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6. Estimeted Man Yours 80

7. FProbeble Completion Late: pDesguber 19855

8. Proboble Form of Final Publication:  opafameg

9. Specisl Hecomsmendstions Regarding Distribution of Finlghed Report:

10, Comments:

A study of en snmalogous region in Canade will be dene by the Vestern
Hoemisphere Branch and will be coordinmted with the USSR Branch ag en
8id in helping to estisate the expansicn pamm and future course

of émlmt of the Volga-Urals Region. |G 25x12

Chief, Geogrephy Divisics
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amckground: Recent Soviet efforts to expand potroleus produstion
bave foocused attentica upon areas with geologlec fermmtions
estisated to benr untapped oll ressrves. The Urel-Volss Seglon
optinigtionlly culled the “"Second Baiu" promises to Ve cee of
the iargest of these sreas undsr coneidarstion. If the Boviets
Goavelop the petroleun resources of this regicn, we can assume
thare will be other relsted or attendant econcaic develotment

Feobles: To exsmize the potestinl for eccuomic development of the
Ural-Volgm Reglon es reflocted by the physiesl end culterel
conditions precasily enisticg. ‘
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VQEGA-URAL REGION

I. Economic 8tructure
A. Resource base
B. Industirial development
C. Agriculture
D. Population
1. Density and distribution
‘@&« Rural |
b. Urban
2. Composition
a. Soviet technicians and vorkers
b. Resettled Eroups
c. Indi’geneé

E. Settlements - Distribution and types

*

1. Existing Cities, towns, villsges
a. Function and orientation
b. Conditions for growth
2. Establishment of new settlements
a. Workers' sztilements
b. Kolkhozes and Sovkhozes
¢. Urban centers
F. Tramsportation nstwork |
1. Existing reilroads, roads, end vaterways

2. Adequacy for present economic activity
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IX. Physical factors affect/ng the ecomomic potential of the region.
A. Iand
1. Relief - aloﬁe |
2. Soils-type, moisture
3. Hydrography and hydrology (wvater supply)
-B. Climate - Seasonal veriations
' 1. Temperatures (growing season) -
2. Precipitation - amount apd variability
‘3. 'Winds-direction, velocity
k. Hmidity
IIX. Estimate 6:!‘ the expansion potential and future course of

development based on inherent qualities of the reglom and
comparison with the apalogous region in Canada
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