Rl  Approved For Release 2007/09/17 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500050121-8

1

DEC 1951 >+ ~

Approved For Release 2007/09/17 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500050121-8 |

U.S. officials onty

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMATION

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT

COUNTRY China
SUBJECT \ ‘Stop:,é".
Taku Bar/Clearance Procedures/Hfew Hartor/Dock Facili-
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TH!IS iS UNEVALUATED INFORMATINN RERART mA
[The Offics of Naval Intelligence Turnirhed the following information to CIA
Tur IAC dizseminatior in accorcance with paragraph 2 {e) of NISCID 4 |
2. arrivsd a’ Taku Bar from Yokarawus 1r bailast
During irts five-cay stay =he loaded a cargs of 2,591 rons of wheat bran and
150 tons of linseeu |
[
3 Boarding Officials aad Cleurauze Procze=durss at Taky Bar - \ |

arrivad in raliast off Taku for . Commumazt China The vessel] as
instructed, anchorsd approxima<sly 1) miles norrbeast.oof Paku Ligrt=hip and

was immediately boarded t o4 party of :1x 0 <1ght Chiness officlals and muards .
To: doarding party included cozvoms ~rficialy, fanitation Pficials, zecurity
guards und a Chinese ageat who -pok: Englishk well and a:itea as interpreter |for
the rexr of the party The ve-zel wu- thorougnly inspested and searched from
gtem 10 vern Inforwarion on all the vessel's chavacteris+ilcs (length, drlatt,
speed, sarge hold capacity, et ) a3 well a: ship': pians. and sven its .log|'book,
WY € rEqriieted Ly the customs perionnsl Al! naviga*iona: instrumerts, cameras
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and zignel lightz were locked up in the vesgel ‘;\ wireless rocrm and remainped

thers during the entire stay at Tsku Bar. A lis¥ of all vavigationel ina-

strument spare parts aboard the Kirsten Maerck wEE alzo required by customs
« authorities. The sanitation officials found twe or three Members »f the crew
® . 145 be lacking neceseary smallpox vaccinations. These men vere impedintely in-

noculated and zource cormented that particulsr atiention was paid to the

Al 4=
.."Mc‘ innoculaticn reaction experienced by these men. ‘ In all, the glem‘ance inspec-

|

| |
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- tion lasted spproximstely 35 hours. ‘ |

|

L. Entrance Imto toe "New Harbor": ‘gi‘TF-rL the choice of
=ither loading cargo whil: at anchor off Taku Bu.r or estering tha “¥ew Harbor"
a* Tangko. apd loading from the available dock fac.!.ll'i‘-r. [

|the "New Harbor" had baen just recently opened and that no

. |
other non-Sovist or noun-Soviet-bloc vasz<l had sver enterad ﬁh‘ harbor. The

master | |wus faced with toe guesvion as %o the advisability
of entering a ccmplevely unknc'-'n barwor. The C't‘.\r_-s- agent, hovev»r, guaranteed
a depth of at least 22 f=2et all times, toth in *the ~bannel and in the harbor.

While the advisability of e'ner;np the harbor '-na.‘- w1l im qdeation, a large

Polizh ship sheamec by and, without reducing speed. rnver-i whe "New Harbor"
channel . Resssured by thie aztion, ‘entered
the bharbor channel behind the Polist. vazsel, i

|

‘ ‘nf ics wag ensounters=d or %i'l"’n.p a:t ioted in the waters

X, Bac i rhe prop'::—-r—d bhreakwater Jpﬁn:lon,
of the Ha: Ho ot Peking Tliver, nad not teen completed.
The channel i1tzelf was extre=mely rarrov, and| [two ships
could not pass one another. The nba.nnex. wvas me.rke.i Dy hu_)ys Dut source con-
zidered the marking very poor and stat vis tv ior darkness made
navigetion of the channel imposaitle. delayed
a few hours in entering dus to poor visivility Dus OTRETY1As lencoanter=d no

diffirulties 1n navigating ‘the chanrnel and enter imr The ha.r‘ocl-r The pilot

saemed tO navigats the channe=l by ranging on light . wrzide of The

"New Harbor" and near the }I&L River =ntrance the channel

had & minimum depth of at least iy fwel & incheg (the dralt] |
hen loaded om depa_rtur:) arj estimatea e A LU ar'-nﬂ‘ o e approxi-

matelyvy 25 faet The vezcsel docked abour 2000 fdew Irom the v-::"ern end of the

pler

Once dccoked, & German agsnt frow Tientoin Soarded the vesesel He anformed
rhat in order to leave 'L‘i»:AHLn\ he had had

to receive permission from ihe Loical ':.' = Es'u";h'f)r:“.,l.—'_;' pe vAmained aboard

the veas:el for two dav. Upon dnsar ssar-h=l ny Lhe guards

\ I app»aué.f‘ H“ tne ‘{r>rpan agmnt feared the
Chiners agent, who remati: :d aboard] hiur ing| i%e entire stay

in porT. He geemmd o f-—-l that vhe Chineze cu;e*‘_-n' wa: apylwg@ on bim and there-
fore was most cautious 1n Lis wpeecn and E\."’lOILL wnenevar io| eompany vith the
Chintse ageal Tha German agent nform=4 that, to hig knowledge, before
the Ocgxmusisvts ovarren the China mainland, the Chiness arent| had been a police—

g 4 L ar? | -
mar: “oadsr the Nan. onalist repims Tores o 10N guard: remazned anoard
. o .
shon ot maf Yimei, ATY APOLaer jruard Wee foved AN ILLLING tue doik aresa
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|:|ine. barbor provid:sd a good shelver dur;.x#g 2al wearhcr  Small coastal 25X1
vesgels and lighters traveling back avnd for‘t;}} wizhin tle harver aupparently S
used. the jock at the landward end of the harbor, altaocugh actual use cowld

not be obzerved due to the lowlands adjacent |to the lock and the distance of v o
the lock fram +he Kirsten Masarsk. .

6. Dock Facilities most impressed with the dock facilitims afforded 25X1
on Pier #i1. nev red brick warchouse sxtended from +he westerr end of the pier N
to a point Just short of the vessel's fantail . | |the lengtn 25X1
of the pier| | its widtb ZOX1
measured 50 %5 60U feet The pier vas concrete and could accommodate four [}
10,000 ton veazels. Two railroad tracks led ‘out on the pier. Cargo was transported ).
to the =hip in railroad cars and lighters. both of which appeared to be in good !
condition. No railroad tracks could be zesn }behinri the warehouse. No drydocks -—

or cargo losiders wera udted The dnck laborers wers well clad and worked in-
duztriously The Chinese gtevedore foremen of the larorers spoke a limited
amount of English.

T- Carg> Loadaing Oparaticns: Cargo was losded from rail- 25X1
road ~ars and steel lighters. No cargo was taken Lrom the wurshouse on the dock.
The lighters were estimated to be of OO +to GO0 ton capacity and approximately
100 feet long Bach lighwer had two hatchss |[and two steam winches with single
ooms and was sauipped with & donkey boiler located amidships and just off center.
theze lighters were the fame &t those: used LO carrTy cargo 25X1
back apnd forth between the river entrance and sbips lying at anchor off Taku

Bar outside of the harbor. The towhoats were 11, steam-driver craft and
¥ . = 5 am]

generally towed 11 at a * ‘s
operations. 25X1
an apparent shortage of lightere |caused delay: in loading operations Z25X1
and thereby greatly impaired loading efficien~y. A similar :ituatiou prevailed
on the dock where loaded railroad cuars: were not always avalmble.$| 25X1
how2ver ., that when l .ghters and raillx.oad cars wers available, 1 ing

" was acramplished quickly and effectively

25X1
25X1

8. Other Vs=caela in the Area: The large (ten thowsand wons or more) Polish cargo

9. 1 sanr, For-aifications: Except for| \ 25X1
the guard patrolling the pisr, no other military personnel PRy

ware se~n. No pilitary fortifications wemre observed

10 General Otservan‘ious Maode of the Port Aresa: N liper:y wm: granted to any
personnel] [durinr the vegasltl: <rav in Communist China 25X1
LZON |
Decause nd wne could get ashors,| few additicnal observations were 25X1
wede of the par' aresa Howsvuer ‘ ‘masmucb 45 the warehouse ZOX
did neot overlep the stern of the vezzel, vizibility wa- afforde2 Tram the vegsel's
faptail acrszs the mol=. | the &pprosimat~ ares marked "North Bank" 25X1
‘ appsared o we dry land and ‘oulr] no 1longer be copsiiered a ZION |
water area |a. ralephone line locsr2d batini the warehouae Z5X1
and running fa vone direction of Tangs |
|
1. Departuse {rom cjie "New Harnor': ‘ | 25X1
‘ The guards= remained anberd 'he vei:el and accompanied - 25X1

her as Tur a3 the lightship outside the treakwater jiera they detarked into
a small Soet and wroceeded on| | 25X1
|

- ana - ‘ 25X1
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