H
|
|
H

Approved Fc;Dr Release 2001/11/2Q : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500080115-3

|
v PEC 1951 244"
‘ U.S. 0fficjals Only
SECRET
: “ SECURITY [NFORMATION
‘ CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY E
| ' INFORMATIOM REPORT 25X1A 5
. COUNTRY  Ghina (Hsinen Islend) .
; 3 SUBJECT  Mi1jtary Geography of] Hainen ;_'
1 i : \ :
| PLACE: ACOUIRED
(BY‘ SOURCE)
DATE ACQUIRED 25X1A Get NO.

(nvfounce)

DATE DISTR. f/ June 53

DAT!:J- (OF INFO.)

THIS 1sJ‘ UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO.

25X1X

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS (RPIRMATION AFFLCTIMG INK MATIONAL REFENSE No N or PAGES A
i OF ThE UNITID STATES. ®ITHIN THE MEANING GF TITLL 14, SELTIONS T8)
| ‘ AND 784, OF Tuf IL B. CODC. A3 ANIRDED. 175 TRAWIMALSIUN OW &lve. NO. OF ENCLS.
! i LATION OF 1T4 CONTENTL To 24 RECELIPT &Y an Lmku ‘ORI 4(D [Penion 15
i i 13 a , A » LTt
i | SUPP. TO
i

| SOURCE

The area &rou:ui Hoihow 1s low and sandy, acd back away from the cosst Lt beccaesd
; ! rolling. The 'nte*io* of the ieland ils mountairous. I have never trgveled along
' the west cosast pf the {island but I understand that there the xrountalins are very

close to the water.

Hoihow, btut it must be right at cea level.
close to the waterfront, and during versy
ome up to the hospital steps. Out along

the coast outside of Hoihow there s 4 bluff 40 or 60 fest high. The highest

! . Foints ir this whole district are twe volcaunic craters wiaicl ars cz2lled the saddle
i i mourtains. They are gdeveral miles southwest of Hoihow. I do not know the

i elevations of the craters.

|
5X1X 3. I do not know tpe off:%.cial elevation of
OurINE . onpcund in Holhow was 'w:_l
high tides the water would sometimes ;[
I

N

4. Along the ccas b,
up from the Lluft the learth L5 -
coas* therc 3.:} outergopings <L =

hel Hoihow azea thd earth 12 sandy. Up on the bluff and back
red and somewhet clayey. As you get away from the
cck (lava) and cventually it gets guite rocky.

5. Axround Heihow the eerth 18 net marshy |after rains as the water drains off falrly
' well, There c:..P sige Ifields azound Hoihow whare the water 15 retained, but even .
| at that the carth doss not seem mareby. . -

b. The three rivers of ary importance on [Hainan are the Golden, Kachek and Sanghoe
: Rivers. The mohith of [the Golden Rivez iz near Hoihow. There are other small rivers
1 ©  and streams on the islland, but none of] them are as long or as wide as the three
‘ ma jor ones. Tné riverns have cut chanrele into the surface of the land and 1t is
somatimes Airfi cu.l* te see them from a distance. During the rainy ceason, however,
the water L.z-u.ai.ly spreads out over the banks of the rivers and can easily be
seen. This is paxtf.cu“a*ly Lrue of the Golden River. ©Same of the smaller streams
! : get very low during the dry scason; but there is always water 1n the three larger
rivers. There 1 quite a lot of rivex boat traffic on the Golden River, and the
Kachelk River km.}. ween used for floating lcgs down out of the mountains.
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Moot of the mres aloag lbe coast in the Hoihow region 18 cultivated. Rice,

(two rice urops per year) millet, and sugar cane sre the main ereps. Up from the
codsv, eround Limko, suger cene and indigo are grown. Bome cotton is also grovn,
but there is very little. Up away from the comst there is grazing land, some of
which %8 vacant. BSome of the land on the upland plains could be used for dry
farming, in fect, when we saw quite a few pieces of heavy farming equipment in
HoLhow #Eee 00-B 7 we thought
Terhape WAB U0 be uged Ior dry ferming in this area. Much of the land in

the upland pleins showe evidences of having heen farmed at one time as 1t 18

tarrucesli but, 1t hes now ione tack to iass. it has not bern under cultivation

In the lava rock ares nearly all the [lalds sre surrounded by stone walls.

Where thers ars no walls rany of tha flelde ere surrounded by cactus and Pandanus
{wild pineapple). Pandanus hes sharp edges and lote of thorne and it wakes a
good hedge. It could make an imponetrable hedge. Hice fields ars not euclosed --
the flelds are asparated by paths. Durlng the winter many of the rige fields are
practially dry and it would be possible tn walk through them.

There are noc actusl irrigation cenala that I know of on Hainan but there are s
number of drainage ditehes here and there.

The ropulation of Heinan has been estimmted at about two million, and I do nct
know the population of Hoihow, but there are many people in that ares.. There has
been quite an influx of people in%o Hainan since the Communists tock over. Many
northern soldiers have code in -- N ¢svimated chat JOO thousand soldiers hed
ccme lnto Hainen, but I do not know on vhat he based this. I have seen as many.
as one thousand troope march by at a time in Boihow. In addivaon to the soldiers
vho have come in maAny Chinese have returned to Hainan from the south ssas. X
eovld not estimate the pumber of civiliaas who bave retuvnel.

1 have never been into the meuntalnowx interior of Halnan, but I have been in the
"foothill" areas. I cannot give any elevalions, Tut the slopes in the foothills
are generally gentle, and they are roundsd for the moct part. Boms of tha mountaine
I have seen from Nodom, in northwertarn Hainarn, are sharp. Scae are covered with
forests and some with grass. Some of the foothills are wild land. I dcubt whather
there are any cattls ruoning vild in the hills as they do in the US. As far as

1 knov there are no rceds through the hilis, but I believe thers are trails.

Peopls in thie area live in villager and not on individual farme, Most of the
villeges are small. The mboriginal Miso people live an the mountain sides,
probebly in villages, and the Loi trites liva in the valleya.

I have no detalls on the elevations or degrees of slope, ehe, of the mountains cn
Hainan., Most of the mountailns ars tree covered. 0o the eautern side of the island
where the Mlac Lrlbes oyae found some of the mountainy are covered with tall grass
(showrdex-migh or bighewr) which 12 used sxtensively 1n making thatehed rcofs.

I bhave not heard wpoetlhwer Lhe Communiets have done any loggirg in the mountains,
but befora they cane in small-soa’le logging operatlons were carried on. The logs
wers @1t At the wountains and flosted down the rivers 1o the coast. Mort of the
wood in the foragts of Mainen i1e bardwosd.

I know oF 5o anow in tbe meoantaonpa on halnan. I oundesstanéd that on the mountains
vthe uemperasure cets down %o the fresning volnt cssasionally during the winter,
Tut on the plaims the temperature rarely goes below LOC, In Kschrk the temperature
went dovm Ly 267 one Jday Lt L9L2, wut uhat wes extreme.

As far as I knov the ULranapora*ion routes in the mountaing consist of treils only,
and I douwbt whetber there are any twmels,
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The maln vegertation in the Hothow area 1B cultivated crops -- rice primarily.
L

The tress on Hainen do not have a chance to grov very tall because they are cut
down for firewood. (Fuel 1z a tremendous problem for the Hainenese people). Most
of the trees are grecn the grester part of the year, and very fevw of them loee theix
laaves. Whersves tuere 1o s village on Hainen there are trees, partloularly arcund *
temples and echools. The trees around these public pluces ars less likely to be
cut dcwm for firewocod, but other trees are frequently cut down for this purpose.
There are scrub bazboo thickets along the edges of fields or villages, or cr
elevations in the middle of fields, etc. These trees grown in clumps. The
Hainaness rarely cui green bamboo, but they wait until the btemboo dies apd then
eut 1t. The £irst branches of the “Tees on Halpan are usually falrly high, but
they wry. The onuy conifers I sev on the island were some plne tr=es toward the
interior. Their branches vere quite high (the lower one had presumsbly been cub
for firsveod).

The grass on Rainan is 2lgh only in the wountains. In the yprianda it ie ankle-high
or knee-high.

Thers may be areas of jungle growih in the mountalns which are zo dense that thes
wculd be difficult to get turcugh, and I velieve 1% yvould be 4X Lieult {co anyone ;
Lo get throvgh patches of serudb bamboo &nd wild plneapple in tha lower arsss. These .» e
trees (mcrub bamboo and wild pinespple) grov along rlver banks, on rokd benks, along ’
ridges, etc.

It would be diffilcult for anyone to hide in the meuntaln vegetatlion tut L% would
probably Le possible to hide for short periods of time in hedges of wild pineappla

and serub bamboc in the lower areas. It would ba difficult to get through them, - B
and 1f cne atayed. in them for very long they would be Zfound cut by 2o0gs, hogs, and ’
other snimals.

The main rivers on Heinan ave quive deep, but a typical depth for the smaller rivers
apd tributarliea would he about eight or ten fect. I doudt whether many of the
tributaries are much more thau 30 feet wide. It 13 nelessary to have alther bridges
or fer=iea t3 cross most of the rivers and streams. Most of the bridges are wooden.
Tie atuoeams are fairly rapid, but they eze not so0 &vift that cne could not wade
through them {when they are loew). Up in the wontalns vhere tbe atreams are shallow
1t vould % possible Lo wade acroas.

Most of Lhe strsam banks are rRloplng on one sife end fairly stesp on the otber -- a
eondition which apparently has roaulted froT the currents and the beads in the
sxweams. There are gmall islands or sand bars vhicn sppear in many of the atreams
when they sre low, but they dilpappear during high water pericds. During the dry
Geason the watar goes down very marledly. It geta so low during this pericd that
1t wight be possible to ford sume of the streama, wat in mect cases this veuld pot -

Ye nezeassTy since theys are hotdges #orass them.

T know cf no lakes on Halnan Islemd. Toere are srall ponds here and there, but to
my knowieles thare are uo lakes

The water ir. the streams 2z probably not safe %o dvink, bevause nost of the streams
aee wged ad Bewsps. Lo one weve right at the source of the stroam it would probably
be Bafe to Srink the water, howaver, As far as I knov the water in the streams iz not
contamipates in euch a way thei 1t 1z harmful when L% comes in contact with the

huran tody.

Halran has & subtropical climat=. I do not know what the total rainfall ls per year,
tut thers ame showers in June which lncreage in irntensity until September or Octobex
when thers sze real downpours. The rains are ususlly over by the end of October.

There are oceasional typhoong 3n Novemver, bul as a nile November is a very pleasant
month. There is a misty drizzle un January and February which often imsts for saveral
daye at & time. A counsiderable amount of moislure £alls during these months -- maore '
than one remlizes. In Ap.ll and May thers frequently is no ralnfall at all. During -
these months the grass geth brown and thers Lo duss (v the alr.
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The sky over Hainan is usually clear, except during January and February. I 'v
have knowa times when the sun has not been seen for six weeks during these months, f
but this is unusual. ]
Except for “he -rinter months the winds in the Hoihow area ere south, southeasterly v .;‘
or southwesterly, more or less constartly. During the winter there are cold north

and northwest winds. The air around Hoihow it too moist to bave much dust, and . -

there is —arely so much that the whole atmosphere is hazy. .

There 1s never any snow in the Holhow are&,nor anywnere on Hainan that I know of.
Durire the winter there is often & misty rain, but there is hardly ever a general
fog. Wnen the fog does come it 15 sort of a ground fog and it is difficult o
see throusgh it. It usually buras off by afterioon in the Hoihow aree. Visibility
in the misty rain is fair.

The average temperature in the Hoihow aree is about 50°F during the winter. It does
g0 down to LOP or L45° ror a day or two, Dut it rarely gets lower. In the summer it
grestoabout 100° occasionally, but the average summer temperature iz 8C° to 85°,
There 1s usuully a breeze, however, sc the lheat is not unbearable. The rivers and
etreams do not freeze during the winter. Things get frosted occacionally, but
nothing ever actually freezes.

I have never heard of a landslide on Hasinan, and there are nc active volcanoes
there. There are no real earthquakes, although there are occasional tremors.

During the 23 years I spent on Hainan I remember only three tremors, and they were
at different seasons of the year.

I know of no military action which has taken place on Hainan since the Communists
took over.

- end -
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