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wo witnespoed u tromendous celebration in that city. Wc' wers afforded comfortable

accommoda.tionn ‘while in the city, and afger a conversation with an English

apeu.king Chinese we were told we would lgave Mukden on 2 May. In the late evening

Ve were escorted to the railroad estation where we boa.rded a very modarn air-conditicned

_.straamlincd train. The engine was a dieacl-type oil burner which pulled the train

- from Mukden to o point about 50 miles from Moscow where it was replacad by an electric

lo*omotive , which brought the train intp the Soviet capital. The train consisted of
gereral modern stroamlined nleoping caxos made of steel,| one diner also of the same
‘conutruetion, and the wooden Pullman-type aleeper on vhich our party traveled. The
turs were dividad into compartments for accommodaticn ot two or four pergons with
oach geetion having 2 lavetory and & toilet. The win s were double glass and the

_banitury condition ot the train wan equal to that of any modern US streamliner. The
'dininh car was well stocked with superb food and beverages of all kinds including
vodkn baer, soda pop, and other drinks. : I recall that|my three meals averaged about
kO to 45 rublec per day, and Ijnid for them from the 60|rubles per day given us by
the Intourist Agent in Mukden, I recall that a very gunerous portion of roast beoe?
wi\:h freoh peas and potatoes cost five rubles S0 kopeka‘, coffea 90 kopeks, a amnll
hclpins of cheense threeo rubles, a pat of butter 85 :copaka and three dices of black
bread G0 kopeks. BSome of these prices seomed quite hi~h to me, but they are quite
.modora.te when I learned I had to pay 22 rubles for a normal size chocolate baxr,

'l'he dining car attondants were conatantly trying to SIt‘ul to order more food for

they wished us to spend ell of the 60 rublea por day alloted to us for food. I

allo noted that therc was o woman dieticion on the train afd‘she seemed Quite sur-

prised whon in response to her question I t%old her x:hut|ewry hoapital and public

1nn:11:ution in the US had &t least one dictinun. The food on the train was of vory
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firce quality, excel'{-ently prepared, but most cxpensive in ter‘n‘m of the ‘G
official exchange rg.te of four rubles To thne dollar. 1] , .
' | { o

2. I an unable tp recall th: route of wmy train ride rrom Muiktden: ito Moscow, and D
t only positive landmarks I rscail ere the city of Manchoul:ﬂ and the area
arcund Lake Baikal.j‘I do know that on the entire first day afper ouwr late
eve‘ing departure fgom Mukden, the trailn treevelad through desért and vast areas
of waste landl : I dq .not recall sbserving ny dndustrial plant:s SMong the
' railroad, and|we passed through no cities of any size. I didinote that often-
tim@u I saw what appeared to be large cities off in the Aistance but these

)

inhabited areas were av Least five %o 10 miles from the ra:.lrug.d.

-~
3. The|railroad :F:S slngle tvack most of the way but occasionall'ﬂ it would be double

tra¢k for perhaps e palf hour, but I 45 not remember the location of the double

tra?k. I sevw |many railroad craws throughout the Journey perfé#ming maintenance
work| on the ties, baliast, and rails and the vorkers were always women. The only
man|;‘aaw emp#oyed were station attendants of one sort or another, and these were
nlwqye dder men’ since every young man is a member of the armed|forces. The train
madq;frequent 8topo and we were permltted to get off the train|and walk around the
stations. Ou jthese occanions I psw women work crews and someiét them were employed
as signal oper:toru directing the wsffic on the railroad by use of hand signals. I
didipot count the number of trains we passed in a specific poriod, but one member
of cur party ukid th@t he obaerved 30 trainn g"ing in the oppoAite direction 1in one
day4 Jke reat majority of these 30 were freight traing searrying war material such
85 one tank tola flat oar, jeepas, larger trucks, ‘guns, and other items which I oould
not ‘;dontify. A faw of the freight train. consisted entirealy of huge tank cars, some
painted blaok yhile athors woxr cumoufieged and thess Partioulsx cars seemed larger
than ;amy I havg ever geon beforc, Hash anr has & seriol number and specific identi-
'ﬁoa*‘t‘ion written on it In Russian, but I do not recall any of ;po markings or numbers.
The Passenger tratno Were the mant curious for they uouclly consisted of poorly main-
tained box carg with a large window in wach end and a smatl ona\on the gide near the
top.“Thouc trgins vere usually so crowded that people were hanging on the sides aad
topa|y1th the %xnerim‘r 0 pocked with humans that 1t locoked 1ike "atanding room omly".
The gpllins stgck on the pussenger trains was in vary poour conq;tion while the freight
trains appeared tc be|quite well nnintained. The loromctives on the traine I saw were
the coal burning variety with an oceazional diasel engine haulige one of the freight
trains. : ‘ i

i |
4. During the trip through the Suviet Union I saw thres specific instances of the .

citizend reaction to the deluxe train on which I traveled  A: 'one amall statien

wherejthe trael.| did not astop I saw a2 nmau atanding with ci.shclx clenched fists

shnki%g them at|the train’s odccupants and apparently cursing quite violently.' The

second incldent dccurﬁed Whlle our train was stupped et e smﬂllwstation alongside

o filﬁhy clvilian bcy;car bagpcnger trailn. A Soviet man, very poorly dressed, forced

his vdy into the diner on owr trein and demendsd 1o euy some fobﬁ. He was immediately -~
thrown ofr the erein und apparently erguged in oa long and bittf:‘r‘ denunciation of the
raflrpad wirconde) . On mrother occasior while the triin wia proceeding slowly someone
threw; a rocic which hroke the cuter of our double windows, obviohbly because the un-
Kknown Fhrower weks cbopleancd ni the frequaiities. 1 aleo noted\ppat the railroad
bridges, tunnelg, ot Fimiler vital installation: were teavily guarded by armed !
:‘,entrlles with jaiised bhyonets. ‘\
1 |

Suilroend sbitloel there sré novelty counters

I didinote thut |at many =f the ierges ;
Luxury items by the

| well f-*?;ocked wlth‘t.v.‘inl—‘:u-ts. wiud Wit Toam guee e rded as 1%

‘ impoverished Soviici pedpli. AL woe Of focse =i 15 roh far faom Moscow I purchased

I a foux‘n‘;ain pen fler 33 :‘~ub]r,~'., Eon O oEnLle o Mive rubl.f S, & larger single .

blade |pocket knilfe for|sever rulie: G0 hope tnd e quarter size plastic pencil sharp- -

ener flor two rublles SO /kopelc. AL &1l the stotions ot Lbe Pruns-Siberian railroad I x‘
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noted %hat . the hou er

never pamted,\ and
The most stri}'ing thins about tle r-ntire Scviet visit was

\ : the vast d.ifferenc he economic status of the Smrint ipopulation.
\ ‘
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The CQmmuniat
officie.ls and pa.rty members who were traveling on the delu.xe

‘train were outfitted

in gorgeously tailore clotbes and consumed enormous- quantities of the ﬁnest food

and liquors. Yet t‘(he‘ 1ti‘t:ude5 of the Soviet common people}ere most shabbily
dressnd, almost beggdng *‘or food, and with an epparent outlock'of complete rrustra'tion.

! The aurerential in phg }Soviet sociel -structure was most pronbunced ‘a8 we approsched

\\ Moscov wiere I.saw|

i

‘ ,Rved housing, la.rge numbers of televia on antennss, modern
highveys, and other 1nd§.'.ca.tions of a proaperous com\mrﬁ L | In Moscow 11;591! I saw

b a large anumber of & t, biles while on the entirn qurne‘ oty Mukden to Moscow I
bad only sesn a han‘ o ) "

\
b.ay e.nd we arrived at the
I wa.sl never issued a ticket
have no idea of the cost of this Jourpey. I returned 300

! in Moscow from the funds advanced by the Chinese In“ourist

| official at Mukden. distance of about 25 kilometeru outuida Moscow I obnrvod
i paved highways, but

\q;eya that limit the roads which I had ‘se n were rudimentuy
to uy the :Loa.st, no ‘eing g::-aded, oridged or paved \ !
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Moscow railroad termim in the late morning ofli May.

‘1 © 6. The train trip rrom ukden ‘began in the early -night ot 2
l} for the train trip a d]
i

rubles to the US embassa)
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