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SOURCE Merchant meriner. Officer on a chip which called at Tsingtao, China, from 8-13
Peb 54 to load fluorsper and maguetite iron ore.

The Navy interviewing officer assigned an evaluation of "F-2" to the report and
stated that source was affable and vary cooperative.

/THEE QFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATINN TO CIA
roxamc J.))il%smm'non IN ACCORDARCE WITH PARAGRAPH 3 c OF X8CID #7 (DIO, SED
No 82-5L4).

1. The following information 18 based on personal observations of the source.

2. Alphabetical Designators

In connection with information reported herein,

specific points of interest are noted on photograph of HO Chart No 5489 by the
following alphabetical designators:

A. Course Line of Approach
B. Anchorage

C. PFirst Berth

D. Fortified Coastguard Area
E. 8&econd Berth

F. HNew Railroad Spur

G. 8Scviet Merchant Freighter (10 thousand toms)
H. British Merchant Freighter (10 thousand tons)

Call Bource visited subject port 8-13 Peb Sk,

3. Dates of

4, Vvsssel Source visited subject port in a 7256 gross tons, 423.9% length, and
137 (in ballast) draft merchent freighter.

5. Cargo Vassel arrived &t subject port in tallust f1om Shimonoseki, Japan, and
1ifted 3574 tons of fluorspar and 6380 tons magnetite iron ore for discharge in

Gdansk, Poland.

Before arriving at port a radioc message was received advising

amounts of cargo to be loaded, and requesting that stowage plan information be
wired in reply.

6. Weather

(oL arrival and throughout period of loading operations weather was
clewr and sunny with average tempera.ure 4O°F. On departure, weathzar turned
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colé and foul with snow flurries, skies were overcast, fresh to strong winds
reached force five, and temperatur.: dropped to 30°F.

Te Aggroach to Quter Harbor Limilt Veo-sel received & radio nessage containing
tichiorage data and regulations governing entry from Chine Ocsan Shipping
Agency, Tsingtao Branch (PENAVICO), a copy of which source furniched, Source
used a Japanese chart which had not beer corrected for 18 years. He found
all navigational lights 1u approaches to pert different in characteristics
from those listed in the Admiralty List of Lights and some were not lit at all.
Source furnished a copy of "Report on Conditions at Tsingtao," submitted to
vessells owners, dated 15 Feb 54, which contains detaila of light character-
istics observed in approaching outer herbor limit.

8. Quarantine Anchorage Vessel fcllowed course line labeled designator A in
reaching anchorage labeled designator B at OB0650H Fet 5k. Water was 20
fathoms deep in the middle c¢f the quarantine anchorage area. It was necessary
for the vessel to fly the courtesy flag of tane Chinese Peoples® Republic
(Communist China).

9. Pilot Boat Pilot, military control (coastguard) authorities, doctor, and
agent’s representative boarded vessel at anchorage at 080B830E Feb S5k from a
60%, diesel povered, low horsepower tug flying the flag of the Chinese Peoples?®

Republic.

10. Pilot Pilots are compulsory. Only Sovict ond patellite flag vessels will be
taken in &t night. Pilot was an able mariner who is a regular pilot in subject
port and whose eervices were wholly satisfactiory. Pilot was closely watched
by two armed guards ond he appeared to be neirvous when asked by source about
navigational lights. Pilot explained that he could not supply any such informa-~
tion on instruction of the harbor muster., A different pilot declined wo advise

source of water depth at berth.

11. Preliminary Inspection Preliminary boarding inspection of one-hour duration
ending at OB0530H Feb 4 took place at the anchorage. Military control authori-
tles and doctor conducted inspecvion and searched all cabins while all hands were
mustered on deck to present tdentification and seaman's papers. Agent®s repre-~
sentative translated customs forms from Chinese, copies of which were furnished
by source. List of documentis required for call a: subject port wus also fur-
nished. Detalls ou preliminary inspection are contained in the "Report on Con-
ditions at Tsingtao" referred to in paragraph 7 above.

12. Approach to Imner Harbor AliL navigationel instruments were sealed during pre-
liminary inspection at quarantine anchorage, and vessel procesded under pilotts
Tection tc berth without use of any navigational instruments. Consequently,
source could not provide an accurate course line of approach to berth. Two
low-powered tugs assisted vessel in bherthing.

13. Berths Vessel occupied berth Ko %, labeled designator C, tc load fluorsper.
Whary 1s located on the opposite side of the harbor from main wharves and is
situated in the area of a trortified coastguard inatallation, labeled designator
D. S8ource did not observe types or numbers of weapons mounted in this area.

No cre: members were allowed ashore while vessel was berthed at th‘ 1 wharf.
Vessel shifted at 101900H Feb 54 to & second berth, labeled designator E, to

load magnetite iron ore.

14, Boarding Inspection A "Joint Inspection” by military control authorities,
harbor officials, and customs officers took place at the first berth froem 081100H
to 081150H Feb 5L. A total of 20 officisls comprised the boarding party. Crew
members were mustered on deck while cabins were searched, and cards were issued
to crew to be used when going ashore. Crew's foreign currency made up in
separate envelopes with amounts wnd name of owier written on them vas cliecked
and sealed in vessel®s safe. All seals were inspected daily by customs officer.
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Cargo Hand!ing Cargo was carried o whart by stevedores using baskets and small
one-man wheelbarrows. Vessel®s winches were used ip loading flucrspar and
magnetite iron ore from wharf to hold. Loading operation was fast; stevedores
worked thrze eight-hcur shifts; and vessel wes loaded in four days.

Wharves Wharves were weli constricced. Werehouses were located on wharves
a;s indicated on chart. Helght of whérf deck from water at second berth wes
12-15%. Tidal range at wharf was n.38, ;

Clesrance Facilities Clearance ractlities were exactly as indicated on chart,
except for a new railrcada spur that is being laid sn <h. whart at designator F.

Tugs Two tugs were used by vessel in herthing and shifuing. One tug was diesel-
bovered, th otlher was steam-powered; bath tugs were iow horsepower. Several
smell tugs were observed towing lighters.

F0F - St

Lighters Several lightece were Observed, but no defirite infotmation on their
capacities or employment could be determined. Lightexs are not necessary for

most loading operations in subject port.

Surveilla.n_c_g Sentry was maintained at gangway, aud two security guards with
sldearms and rifler vere kept on board from time of preliminary inspection at !
anchorage until pilot was dropped in leaving port. A customs official and
agent's representative remained aboard vessel throughout visit to port. While
vessel was berthed at designator C, mesls were supplied and provision was made
for three guards to sleep on board; while loading at berth labeled degignator
E, sleeping accommodations were provided tally clerk and the two armed security

guards.

Merchant Shipping Present A Soviet merchant freighter of approximately 10 .-
thousand tons was bertned at designator G vwhile unloading an inbound cargo of
machinery and loading sn ouvtbound cargo of magnetite iron ore. Vessel was not
clean and did not present & neat appearance. A British merchant freighter of
approximately 10 thousand tons with insigniu of Blue.Funnel Line on smokestack
was berihed at doesignator H. A British colonial merchant coastal freighter of
Hong Kong registry, approximaiel ¥ six thousand tcons, was terthed at an undeters

mined loceation.

Naval Vessels Two putrol crafi were unchored at cuter narhor limit line.
Several LCTs ana LSTs were observed in the harbor, and a larges 500% unidentified
tender with bridge and ecaglnes alt was observed. No submarines were observed.

Liberty Ashore Crew members were allowed liberty ashore between 0S00 sad 0001
ours, and vasses were signed by security guard on duty aboard saip whea cres
went ashore. Crew members wer: warned t> behave themselves while ashore.

Crew member of vessel, a fireman, was removed

Hospitalization of Crew Member
He.was

from vessel to hospital iu the city with seriqus symptoms of pneumonie.
treated with drugs including penicillin and was sufficiently recovered to
return to vessel doy of depariure. Hospital was modern, clean, and well

staffed by doctors.

HOBEit&litI The president, vice-president, and secretary of the local unit
of e SBeamen’s Trade Union c.' China came aboard vessel while it was berthed

&t decignator C to invite crew to attend a party given by their organization.
The vice~president and secretary who coull speak Inglish intermreted for the
President who could not. 8bifting of vessel to second berth caused postponement
of the entertainment fror evening of 10 Feb to 11 Feb L’S-jg. Party was held in
the old German Masonic Ball where free beer, oraages and peanuts ware served
and & propagandsa sound motlon picture in Chinese was shawn. The motion picture
depicted scenes in Chinese histery emphesizing the improvements made by the
Communist government. Chinese husts spoke enthusiastically atbout their govern-
ment. Propagunda books were given the shipts officers. ‘he party was followed
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by a drive around the city for the ship?s officers accuumpanied by officers of
the union local. Fov automobiles were observed on the streets. The peoplie
obsarved in the city were adequately clothed and appeared to be gainfully en-
ployed. " Source believed far more beer was absorbed by crew than propegands.

Departure ' Vessel departed subject port 130900 Feb 54. Immediately before
departure all Chinese currency wes collectsd and handed back to agent's repre-
sentative. C(redit was given for 'this dmount in vessel?s disbursement account.
A "Joint Inspection™ was carried out by the same authorities tkat searched the
ship on entering. The same two gsecurity guards that had been aboard vessel
since its arrival at quarantiue anchorage left vessel with pillot at outer
karbor limit after removing all seals.

On file in CIA Librery are photograph of HO Chart No 5482 with appropriate

phmbetical designators, photostat of "Report on Conditions at Usingtao”™
sybmitted to vessel's owners dated 15 Fab Sk, photostat of "lList of Documants
for Port of Teingtao, Ncith China,” given scurce by vessel®s agents in Shi-
monoseki, Jipan, and photogrs—4s of customs forms for Tsingtac, referred to
in the foragoing report./

- &and -

LIBRARY SUBJECT & AREA CODES

756. 548 631L
756.547 631L
756.541 6311
756.549 631L
756.545 631L
556.5h3 €31L

57.11 631L
136. 631L
756.58 6311
107.79 631L
B9g.2~ 631L
756.571 631L
7-11/734. 10 55M(CL )
T-11/733.) 55M(CL.)
7-12/134. 10 IL/C(PM)
T-12/733.¢ 1L/c(p)
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