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1. Electoral Laws zm:d:r Regulations:

was aent to Governors, Intendants, Commissioncis and

8 by the Minister of the Interior, Dr. Roberto Urdancha
g compliance with the Electoral Law of 1946 which requires
glocal electoral jurles and from inspsctors ef reglstration.

rhed would be corrected by duly constituted authoritics.

Colombia, Jan. 18, 1947).

‘W’

cal rallies in Medellin and other clties of the Départment

T Dr. Jose Maria Bernal prohibited indefinitely politiecal

President. Ospina Perez' preelection proclamation of Marck 8 addressed +o

)

Governors, Int.eucxant;s » and Comuissioners appeals for orderly slections and

specifies that cne }rmed Forces, in cooperation with the police, will

guarantee free ballo
{Bogota in Spanishto
The Mindster of Har|

throughout the nation
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ting and a respect for the decisions of the citizens,

Colombia, March 8, 1947).

anmounced on Merch 12 thai soldiers would be staticned

to keep peace during the elections, and that "military

reinforcementsh haqgfbeen sent to tovis where polltical distrubances ey
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be oxpected." (Bogota in Spanish to North and South America, iarch 12, 1947)
Further regulations for election day banned political gathierings near the
polling places, all spoken or written propagonda, the carrying of firearms
or other weapons, and the sale of alecoholic drinks. “omen and éhildren wculd
not be allowed near the pclling places. (Bogota in Spanish to South hmerica,
Earch 12, 1947).
Commissions of "Coneiliation ond Guarantee" were set up by decreze on Karch 12
in the capitals of each province to protect citizens exercising their :;éht
of franchise. The Conservatives, the Liberals, and the Liberal arty of the
People were requested Lo designate representatives to these three-man comm-
issions. (Bogota in Spanish to Colombia, larch 12, 1947).

2, Party I'rinciples and Yain Issues:

The Conservalive Farty: Dr. laureano Gomez, lecader of the party, returned

from an extensive speaking tour of the country on Jznuary 15 and led what
apparently was an active campaign. Ne political specches were monitored,
hovever. Disunity of the Liberal larty was one of the main themes of the
Conscrvative press.

The Administration: Fresident Ospina Perez, member of the Conservative Party,

repeatedly stressed that the Government would uaintain complete neutrality
in the campaign; that it was "indifferent" to the final results of the contest,
in keeping with the inalterable policy of national unity.

Ihe Liberal Party: Dr. isduardo Santos, leader of the party, togetner with

br. Dario tehanaia, launched the campaign early in Jeanuary. In a keynote
address Santos pointed out that "the only danger to the Liberal I'arty is
not the Conservative Party, but the disunity" of the Liberals. Throughout
the follcwing campaign period Santistas made concilistory overturcs to the
Gaitanist. faction. ‘

The liberal Party of the Feople: A 52-point program drawn up at the Qoitznist

Iiberal Convention included the following principless "omen must be allowed
to vote and hold office, democracy must be upheld, popular elections must bLe
held for Departmental Governors and certuin classes of mayors, the immizration
of techniclans must be organized, the land laws sust be changed, health and

sanitation niezsurcs must be provided, and diplomatic careers must be
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establisheu.

In the iimﬁerh&-tional field the program approved the Good Heighbor policy

and prociéimecl the necessity of x;é.intair;ing good relations with the United

|| states of jwerica.

(Postelcl:tion press dispatches reveal another Gaitanist policy; collaboration

"with the present Government ).

(Bogota in Spanish Yorse to ihe Americas, Jan., 21, 1947) .

Covernment Disrissals: Liberals of both factions were united in

opposing the replacement of Liberal public service personnel with
Conservativus at the beginning of the year. For a lLinc it was believed
that the unanimous disapproval of party leaders and the combined

Liberal press woulce luad to a reconciiiaticen.
| : 25X1X

_“lecbion esulls: Oificial results anncunced vy tie United Press on

Larch 27 are: Liberals, 789,256, of whom 442,48C were for the Geitanist

caniidates and 346,776 for ihe official pauty; gonscrvatives, 041,155.

3./ Fostelection Developments:

Pending f.ﬁc announcement op iarch 23 of official election returns, viciory

‘ was conceded to the i,ibera.la with a majority of the vote of the Gaitanist,
taction éf the party. The distribution of sezts in the Senate and Chauber
was estimabed: Senate - Liberals, 35, (onservatives, 28; Chamber - Liberals,
Ty Consprvatives, 57. (Bogota in Spanish to North and South america,

lareh 20, 1947). .

% Folitical Clashes: Despite a broadeast of iarch 16 which stated that

3.-Zi.nister‘ of the Interior Hoberto Urd:neta Arbclaez had announced at the

close of;thc voting that clections had taken place "in perfect order,!
(LRSS, Bubﬁos iires in Spenish to argentina, l'awrch 16, 1947) press reports
of vioclence were quoted on the rudio on llaren 17. uL TINIFOQ -~ owned by
Santose= stated thrt there were 150 injured and 11 dead as the wesult of
| ineidents in "various regions of Colombia." (i.ontevideo in Spanish to .

Uruguay, Lurehk 17, 1947).
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Nther press zccounts of viclence located the arcas in tke Department of -
Noriro in Fasto, la Union, and Ipiales. ramdlies reportedlir were fleeing
ascross the scuadoran border. (Gogota in Spunish to Latin América, farch

17, 1947). (Nothing further to substantiate these reportis ;';és monit.ored)‘;.“
A dispatch Irom Qa]i on &arch 24 reporied the "hcavy stoning! of the
Conservalive newspaper DIARIO Del. PACIFICO, which jourmal had been beiittled
in a report of tne Liberal Covernor of the Depurtment of Valle. (Associated
press, tiarch 24, 1947). o

The Lontuvideo newspaper BL FAIS praised the orderly Colomblan clectiuns
and stated that the "signs of normalcy" were "brokun only occasionzlly by
some individual excesses or irrepgularities." (Buenos Aires- in Spanisn

Lorse to Latin America, March 31, 1G47).

kinisterisl Crisis: In order to leave President Ospina free to reorgunize

the Novernsent in accordance with the election results, thefi‘ollov.ing six
inisters resigned from the Cebinet on Yarch 25: Carlos Lozano, Forelgn
Affairs; Carlos Sanz de Santamaria, iar; Robert iarulenca, iconomy;

Blas [lerrera Anzoategul, Lzbor; Tulio .nrique Tascon, ! inesj Jorge dejarano,
Health. (Bogota in 3pznish vorse to Latin imerica, iarch 25, 1947). Rumors
that the renaining six memners, who represent the Conscrvutive Party in

the Cabinet, would resign for the same reuson continue to bé denicd in press
dispatches. -

The Gaitanist publication JORNADA éonsidered the move "logical," since the
tiberal jinisters "have not only buen up in the air withovt anytning firm
to stard on, but they know the clear desire of their party in regard to
their prescnce in the Cabinet." (Bogota in Spanish Lorae to Latin Anerica,
rarch 26, 1947). At the same time, Gaitan was reported to be malniuining a
firm st .nd on his noncollaborction policy toward the Ospina (overnment.
l‘atters were at a st.andstill untii after the Faster holldays, but LA LK/ZON
reported that Liberal l'inisters were prepared to break »ith the government
if the Liberal majority is not recognized. (Bogota in Spanish lMorse to South
AMmerdca, Larch 25, 1947). 1In announcing his departure for Zurope towsrd the
end of Arril, former President Santos denled that he plannc'xi to live abroad
and stated that he would return in from four to six mont}".s;"f JORNADA quoted
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"authoritative sources" that ‘,anbos euld resi:_T ag Vice I'resident and {rom
the leadership of Lhe Liberal F‘art.y, thus relinquishing, his power in the
parlizrentary majority just voted into o!‘ilce. (iF, Parch 24, 1947).

latost reports are that "politf.lcal circles belicve that President Ospina
Ferez's czbinet will be rcoz‘g.;:;jnizcd this weeks The linisters' resignation

hes beon pending since befeore ?ioly wegk., duarde Zulceta ingel, who
1

represented Colombia in the UNO, cane to Bogét.a with an appointment as

dinister of -ducaztion, but he has never Laken possession of the post becuause
2 '

of the rusiznation. !

Among the guesses hazarded Yy ﬁhe apers as to tie likely constitution of the

new cabinet, we find the suppoéition t.hat. ~uleta Angel will be naaed Foreign
vinister and that Chancellor C:arlos Lozano y Lozano will become Linister of
i:;ducatién. Autheritative purs:j)ns say that no’ching cefinite con be forec:st on
the new cabinet, but they behc;ve that rost of the present ;dnistoers will

be renamed." (Bogota in Spanisﬂ ilorso to South Americe, April 8, 1947).

This document contaedms information
affecting the national defense of tie
United States vithin Lhe x:neanin‘g of
Lhe Lspicnoge .et, 30 U. S. C. 31 and
32, as amended. Its transmissiocn or
the revelaticn of its contents 1n any
iranner to an unauthordized pcraon is
prohibited by law,

CONPINLNTIAL

! N .

Apprc_)ved For Release 20Q8/03/03 CIA-RDP80-00809A000500730006-1




)
- e
1
1t
1.
1
i
i
— ) - -~ R
: ¥
|
R
5 .
— ——— S OO — o —— - ! - i S —_
: T
' i i
! BRI
—_ L] - R e
1 P
. |J J
et
il |
i
; :
1 i . o R -
| S
o1
! A
I R
— r - — e ~ e - e e e -
I bl
B e
i 3 M H .
|1 - IR -
1 |} 1
| R
i [REAE
— T o T TR - T
: 1 : i
|
ol I
3 . —
I - i
— —_ »—-—-.r..—_ e e e —— ——— e e pmim e b v vl e e ——— i ‘ ——— ——— — -
! PRI
t -‘l N
| il
I e
i |
iy
°l . i - S [ —— -
H
i
i
I
- . - e -
e
1
b
i!
I
i U et ~
I
{. i
| i S e — .
[ T - . i
3 |
: [
il
| ‘l
L
R - i
il
Lt
R
L e
7
T — S et e e e e S — -
i
il o
i i e . -
i
e S e — - P -
|
[
.
V
- - i - -
T
]
1
!
|

_ Approved For Release 2008/03/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500730006-1




