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Premier de Gasperi honded in the recignation of his Cabinet on Tuesday,
May 13, shoriiy btefore he was to sppear beforc the Assembly o urge & broade
ening of the Italian Goverrment. This 8tep weg necessary, de Gasper: apnid,
becouse of the statement issued by the Socialists on May 12 erpreasing
reservevions tc the prlizy he outlined 4o the Ttelian Cabine’ eerlier in tbhe

dey.
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¢

5 slatenment, ae reportes by Badio Bons, deciares thei the
Ooeialied Pariy Feecutlve and Parliamentary group heard a raport by the
Socialish Ministers on their "reservetions® o Yonday's Cablnet meeting to
the "politienl erizis virtusily opened by the Framier," who is acensed of
"an attempt o shift the palitical equilibeium of the Goverumeat, thus
inerzaaing ite inefficiency at o moment whan the accnonic gné monetary
sitnation of the country imposea the ‘implementation of ths program agyeed
upon,”®  The ziatement concludes by asserting thet the Froentive and the
Parilamentary group sntirely agreed with the reservationa.  (Ttalilen flome
3 My

Service, May 12, 1947}
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Phe Social

(Itelien time)} de Gasperi told the Cabiset thet
af'ter the Sociglict atatement "ha can no lorger sarry out the mendate of
the Cabinet %o address the Constituent Assemb: ¥' and he would resign, thus
clincing weeks of neeotiations with Center and Right Groupz ahout the
possibility of perticipativg in a broadensd Cabinet which worlld reprersat
a Governmont of neticnal unity. (Rome, ANSA, Nay 12, 1947

At 12:45 pom. Tuesday

At the Cabinet meeting at whbich he avmowncod his resignation, de Saspari
is reported also to have veferred $o an editsrial in Tuesday’s edition of the
Socilaliust orpan AVANTL to the effect that a breadening of the Uovornment, as
de Gasperi undorstond it, "would mean the paralysis of the Government, ond

whe doon of parliamentarianism." As a result, do Gesperi foit that "the

interast of clarification and the apirit of colluboration” would bLe betier

gerved by the Cshinet's resignetion "Thug opening the way to consuliation :
of all the pariiamentary groups.” After Socialist Yinilstoers Romita and 5
Cacciatore denied thel their Party wag responsible for the erigis, de Gasperi

eited the article in Tussday's Communist peper, UNITA, which gaid that the

Pramior'e scheduled ststemant to the dssenbly wouvld be "pemsonal, end not

ir his capacity as Premier.” (Rome, ANSA, ¥y 13, 1947)
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In a staterent to the journmaiists Cacelalore declared that de Gasopori
“attempted to throw responsibillty f'ov the crisls on our Party," a re-
sponsibility that the Cocialists would no% acceoot, since they had already
voiced their reservations ts broadening this Covernment shen de Gas oeri
£irst broached the subject in his last broadcast. Communist Minister
Seruni tells the press that the Communist members of the Cibinet have
informed the Premier that "on principle .they thought that de Gasperi
could still make his report to the Asscmbly." ‘When interwieved by corre~
spondents after handing in the Cabinet's resi:nation, de Gagneri contended
that the Cabinet had anthorized him to suppert in a speech before the
General Irssembly a report by Campilli and lorandi “of a general nature,
analyzing the country's economic situation wmd apvealinz "for a wide basis
with the collaboration of those lorces which I deemed necessary to cvercoms
the syrious but not insurmountable situations. There were reservatisnas N
but not of a character to affect ny mandate."

Wihen asked whether Italy would follow France's example and exclude
he Communists, de Gasperi said that "he had no forccasts to make but
this had not been his intention." (Rome, ANSA, May 13, 1947)

The thirking of the laft Socialist leader Nenni (a minority of the
Soclalists uncer the leadership o' Saragat is anti-Communist-Ed.) is
inC€icated by sn interview he granted to a correspondent or' the Rovigno
GiZZeTINO DEL LAVCRO. WNenni charges that the crisis is "an attempt of
th2 right to postpone the solution of many problems," and he says thut
"the elections already arranged for October ouzht to take place.!

Turning to the international scone, Fenni does not believe that
war between the United States and the Joviet Union 1s possible anéd he com-
pares the present disagreement with the cifferences botween ngland and
Fronce that arose after the first Torld Var. Zut he adds: "Shouwld
thls conflict materialize, we Soeialistis would gay that it ought not to
interest us. The blood of Italian youth cuzght not to be shod on the
btattle fields., Though!. ous culture and habits are of u westurn character,
our sgympathies zo out to the Last, and not only to Russia but also to
Poland and the other states of the Bast.'! (Rome, ANSA, lay 12, 1947)

The Yugoslav lews Agency quutes Menni as saying in a speech at ililan
that "it should be clear to every progressive jerson in america:; that the
Italians cannot pay for bread and coal sith national and political slavery."
Socaking on domestic affairs, Nenni stressed that the "spwedy and firm
carrying out of the land reform and the nationalization of large industrial
enterprises" are necessary and would be ‘the main points in the, Sucialist
election platform in the October elections. (Belgrade, TANYUG, May 13, 1¢47)

4fter the Government's resignation, the Socialist Parliamentary zroup,
#ith Nenni in the chair, deciced to issie a public statement which declared
that the crisis "wus started by Premier de Gasperi with his broadcast of
April 28 shich wss based on a complete lack of confidence in the foundation
on which the third de Gasperl Government had been set up in its wajorit, and
its program." The Dociallsts claim that their attitude was made known to ..
de Gasveri in good time and he was called upon to implement the Government's
arogram and "impose diseipline on everybody, especially the privileged classes
whose desertion before the sacrifices necessury for the country's reconstruce~
tion was one of the main causes ol the dresent chaos." In forming a rew
Governaent the Socinlists call for the respect of the "democratic vill of
the peoplo, as expressed on June 2. (Rome, 4104, ey 13, 147)

The Communist Parliamentary sroun in its »udblic statement accuses
de Gegsperi of helping "to increase political uncortainty and confusion by
opening a Governient crisis in a nonconstitutional und politically
dangerows ant inconvenient manner." The statement adds that “whatever the
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I breadth which the people can or want to give o a nex Government, the
I latter should correspond to the democratic structure of ths Gowernment
¥ expressed by, the elcctoral consultations from June 2 onwvard."

|
|

: i
N Former Premier Bonomi in a statement to journalists said of the
i possibility of his joining a "Guvernment of National unity" that %I
It myself and Orlundo and Nitti--who are as independent as I--night' join
il it." Meanwhile, non-Government parties are also expressing their
opinions. The parliamentary group of the PSLI--the Saragat Socialistgee
declares that the Cubinet's resignation is "a threat before the re-
sponsibilities whi~h it had to shoulder before the Constituembi Asgeably”
and the "reali situation in the country should be publicly known before
other parties assume Governmental responsibilities.!"
i A 10-poi:j)t statement by the Republican Party's Executive declercs
}Ei that the present economic situation can only be overcome by e Governmer.l
! "able to gain the confidence and respect of public opinion" and which
E would include in it elements of "politieal leadership and techniral
experience." Such a Government sould be able to overcome "the Same
3 of the vested interests, small and great egolsms, and any Party, class,
i or group maneuvers." (Italian Home Service, *ay 13, 1647)

i De Casperi winds up the events of “ay 13 with a speech over the
Italian network in which he avoids all mention of the fovernment's
! resignation and confines Limsell to a description of Italy's cconorie
i situation which ho says he woulc have given to the Constituent - assertbly
‘ "had the rules allowec." UDe Gasperi reveals that tho 1€47-1548 Ita?ian
budget estimates show a defieit of 312 billion lire which could be
covered by the internal credit macket, proviced that there were confidence
| in Italy's economic revival, which "timorous people &.d speculators are
. trying to undermine." I1taly thus far has been akle "to koep above water®
i de Gasoeri says, thanks to UNRRA aid, the United States repayment of
| occupation costs, and the international food fund, but the end of Italy's
ey "assisted economy" is apiroaching and the country can obtain loans and
investment from abroad only if she had a reconstruction plan which gives
"gecurity to foreign investers." ‘

De Gasperﬂ cor.cludes 7ith an appesl for Italian unity and urges
the promotion of emigration and tourism, and reorganization of the
Italian merchant fleet. (Italian lome Service, May 13, 1¢47)

i Sigror Niuvti has been continuing his consultations with Italian

: political leaders throughout ‘onday (vay 1S) and it is expected that

i he #ill soon be able to announce the makeup of his Cabinet and its
program, says the Italiun radio. Prefect de Martino téld ecorrespondents,
after an interview with llittl, that the latter would form a government
"at any cost." Togliatti, sfter his meeting, declared thut he and Hitti
had held detailed discussions on the political composition of the gov-
ernment anuy its program, and the Communist Party set no donditlons with
regard to the government's composition. (Rome, aliSa, May 1S, 1S47)

Nenni made a full statement after calling on Nitti in which he declared
that Nittl indicated that the new Cabiret's economic program "#ill be
confined to the requirements of the next few months," and volccé no objee-
tions to electlions in the autuin. Nenni added that the new government
presumably would consist of the »resent three-party coalition, plus "the .
i so-called little alliunce." (Rowe, Italian iome Jervice, ay 1¢, 1C47)

Vito ‘Reale,iupon leaving Nitti's hovse, said that "Nitti is determincd
to form a povernment and %o underzround maveuver will succeed in nullifying
his efforts in the country's interests." (Rome, alla, Lay 1S, 1€47)

The ItalianiCommunist Party has made public the text of & telegram

i by Togliattl to Sumner Welles' reply to charges about reweiving money ""from
a foreign poser." The statement says that "the U. 5. corquercd Fascist
Italy. This does not give any U. S, politician the rizht to Insult Itallans,
whatever thelr opinlons... It i1s no7 up to yon to glve immediate and public
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avidcnce of this ctata“t‘mt. If not, nll honest men throughout +.ie world f
will) hove the Tight to consider you a liar and a slerderer.® (Roms,
AlSA, Toy 19, 1947) i
M‘ter tranmitting ro ‘r.!zer ontinistic reports on lfondny (llay 19) regarding
Mittits propress in concmltm{’ with political leadors, the Italian radio
on Ila,v 20 indicated that he was ruming into difficulty, reporting that E |
the !:xodoruto Socialists ‘and the Republicans would not Join a Iitti- i
Gwenrenu, and on Hedneada,v (tay 21) it announced thet Nlitti hed given g
|'dp Wis efforts to forn a Cabinet.

In its gtatanent of llay | \20 the Republican Party parliarentary rroup
deelared that it could not support INittits efforts becuuse his povern—
ment's indicated structure Myould suzstantilly reproduce the inadequacy
and Iinofﬁcﬂ .ency of thoe \fomer proup. " (Rwe, AlISA, 1y 20, 1947)

|

The PSLI excused itself \on the rrounds that there were not "suffioient .
gasrantees® of ﬂmplenentinc a eobroad progran, ond llitti's progran "runs

countoer to any Socialist principle" because it would "1nrgely offect

the workirgz classos.™ i

The Action Party conditioned itas adherance to. o Iitti (-wem*ent on the ¥
creation of a soverm: 1enbal econonie apgency to: carry out the egreef® proe- =
grom, (Italien Home Servloc, l'ay 20, 1947) . ‘ . '

The Corrmunist attitude mw raovealed by Togliattl In en interview with an n
AﬂSAlcorrero“dent. Toplictll declared that when lMittl wes named "the -
| Corrmnists supported him loyally," although %certain groups of the "i;
producer categoriesg! aemed to favor Nitti. Togliatti explained that it i
was his party's principle to collatorate with producer rroups "shich 1
.’mtendeé to act demoeratically and pay attentlon to the workers' needs.® ;
The GCorrmmist lender umt on to say that ithe co:ficdence ithi could irn-
Bpire in the country v,ns g positive elament and the Cotzmmists would
be the last to destroy or reject it," and he fevored a ropid solution !
of ‘rhe erisis and opposeﬂ delaying nancuvers! uhich he said vould not R
be underatood br the comatry. (Ttalian llone Service, “oy 20, 1947) &
I§
|
|

|Ef'fortas to learn vhy Hitt:l had riven up his mission uere unguccessful,

\t.he radlo reports say- ‘He told questiorers that "-e could not tal:e up

a controversicl atl.xtude at ocuch a nonent or speal ahout thingrs wuhich 3
nir-m[: dolay the solution of the erisis.” (Italio.n Home, Service, !y 21, 1947) i

Orlando was reccived by President de I'icola 3 necia ately cfter NMitti'o
:‘.t end loter he begen his corsultations vith party spolresmen, After
aeeinfr the leadors of the big partics in tho late afternocon Uednesday
(Iﬁ:m?.l) , he received the apol:ca"cm of the three "centor left" pgroups
in the avening = the QPLI Aotionists, ond Labor Dcauocrats. Thay
o.ined to Orlando thnt thc::.r reason for opposing ittl wos hosed on
chellderand thet the government!s econory policy be carried out by a
| "hamogeneous sroup? in dr«’er to avoicd the situction in the prast vhen .
"Erashing ideolof'ies ned paralyzed the poverm-ent's sction.” (Itelien i
Hone Service, :ay 21, 19/7) | if
l

A Bt&twent by the Execut:ve Cormittee of the Christian Dewocratic Party
declares thoet in Italy'a presont econonic condition the steps talken to
encure "spoe’y, direct, U. S. econorile aid ripght give so-e rosults,” 3 §
tut "the impression "rurt be creatod at hoie ond abroad that there is a

party truce. Accorr"'lrlv, the atatcnont reaffirns the party's oun ‘
sclf‘-[‘donlal in agrecing \fo the forctlon of a pover.nent by go-eone L.:*
otlmr than a Chriction Dc:‘ocra . (Ttalion Hone Scrvice, liy 21, 1947) -{i

1On gy 22 ANSA reported \tha'b: ihen Orlrndo left 1NAthi ot 7:40 p.n.
he told an ANSA correspondent thet negotiations were contimuing and that ‘
he uo.e on his way to the head of the State who would nake the declslon. 2

| | | | &
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“lieanvhile, Vito Reale told jourmalists that Itti » invited by Orlznao
to collaborato with hin, would hove been deliphted to accept but this
becane inpossible when 1t ves evident that this collaboratica wouwld
heve been in conjunction with the 'Little Entente', He could no nore
accept thic as one of Orlando's !HMnisters than he could as Premier.

“0rlando 164 de llicola at 8320 P.M. and rade the follovingy statcoment
to journnlists: 'The @ifficulties which prevented the formation of
a Mittl Covern:ent with my collaboration assured froa the beginning
have ended with the sune consequences for the formatlon of a possible
Orlendo Governnent," : i

"Orlando went on to say thot a cycle had emded. It had berun with an
idea for solution of the crisis founded on the names Iitti~Orlando

wvhich nlpht have becare Orlendo-{litti. He went on to say that 'The
difficultics had virtuelly prejudiced the solution.! Asgked whether

the head of thoe State would resune consultations he believed that he
wvould. To questions about the source of the difficulties he said that

it wvas useless to look for causes. The difficulties vere objectivao,

Ile thought that anothor cyecls would opun precedentby fresh consultations,
He end llitti had virtually een consulted.

"There will not be further tallc with Orlando, HNitti, and De Casperi
as the head of the State has sounded then sufficiently. He will
regeive Bononi, Porri, Sforza, Saragat, ond the presidents of the
parlianentary groups in munerieal not alphobetical order; na:ely,
Gronehi, Togliatti, Nemmi, D!Aragona, Giamini, Facchinetti, Corbino,
Berpaniini, Clanca, Grassi, ond Mole.

"At Pelazzo Glustinioni it ioc beliceved that De Nicole will coriplete
his talks by 4230 pon. tonorrow devoting holf an hour to ezch through—
out the doy and that a new nandate to form the Govermnent will be
given tomorrou.

"Agked whether he thousht a Govermnent of national ecoalition poasible,
Orlendo said: *I think it 1s impossible. It was dead before it was
born.! Asked what solution he thought possible he said he thought
that a widening of the tripartite bacis would be the solution.

"De llicola will kepin his cecond cyele of consultations tonorrow,
receiving Terracini at 9 a.n."

On londay, iy 26, the Italian llome Service reported:

"On the thirteenth day of the Government crisis it nay be poini «d out thut
the consultations so far held by de Cesperd have the nature of prelimineyy
soundings only with a view to finding out the intentions of all political
groups. Thoro are only scanty hints as to the attitude of those Froups .
The FSLI, mccording to d'Aragonec, sticks to the requests put forward during
the previous consulvations. According to Facchinetti and Paceiardi the
Republican Party, too, would join a de Gusperi Cabinet only under certain
conditions. The probable perticipation of liberal members in a de Gasperi
Governnent was nentloned by Villsbruna while the Cormmmists s according

to Bergarmini, Chairman of the joint group, are in feavor of e broadening
of the governnent toward the left center with the inclusion of the Libercls,
but not thelr right wing. The Labor Democrats, according to Mole, will
rive their full support to de Gasperi.?

-
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i On April 21, 1947 there wss intercested for the firet, and so
¢ far only, time a A,landecuira radio ptation broadcasting in the Croat
lng‘l..c'“e The brosdeast was| inter: eptcd\ | 25X1
! rumning from 13:0C aun. o 12:20 z.m. The €/58%G 52 annour.coment wass |
. "This iz radio stetion Slobodna feljscika ! rvabBehs (Fres Peamant (‘mati&)
i Listen to our Lroadeasts and sprrad our news. Jo will be on the aly ‘
. again tomorrow at 1700.7 Thé recsiver signel was powerfuwi bub Ir..C.Spthn
1l wag poor, due to poor modulatio:, :
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