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INTRODUCTION: The Soviet Satellite radios are no longer alone in their attacks on

ths president's message. Radlo Moscow, with seversl commentsries on the subjlect, has

finally added its volce to the chorus of Communie® critiviem. Althongh somewhat more

outepoken ageinat the meassge then the initisl Sstellite redio chargens, these Soviet

.commenterlies sdd little new content to the oversll pattern of Moscow's output. Moscow

concentrates on two major propagenda lines: (1) the "obvious" advance of the American

economic crisie belies the President's “affected optimism" &nd hie "ornate, untruthful
phrases" about the internal stste of the Union; and (2) his messsge is a frank admiesion
that the United States' "eggressive, colonizing forelgn policy” will be continmed.

Mosoow's propeganda, however, is not as unrestrained as has been the case on previous

occasions. Trumen himeself, for exsmple, is nowhere called a "warmonger." And there

appears to be some concern with counterasoting the Presdident's "hypooritical support

of peesce,” Western redios contirme to brosdcest statements in praise of the message.

TRUMAN CORCEALS U,S8. RCONOMIC CRISIS: Although Moscow exploits the President's "admission”
of an economic downturn during 1949, considerably more effort 1e devoted to "proving"
that he demagegically distorted obvious facts sbout the Americen scene. "Every word of
hig meosege,” says a Soviet Home Bervice commentary, "pursues but one aim-~that of con-
c¢onling the true picture of America'e internsl 1ife and the aggressive colonizing nature
of 'U.8, foreign policy." 1In addition to familiar assertions that "everyone knowa" about
- the ruthlese sdvenge of the U.8. eocnomic crisis during 1949, the Boviet radio (as well
am the Batellites) repéatedly cites & figure of 1% million Americen unhemployed, including
."part-bime"” unemployed, and talks about s 22 percent decline in industriasl production :
during the first 10 months of 1949, Other "facts™ allegedly contradicting the President's
"{mprobable sssertions” include allegations mbout & decline in the Amerigsn standard of
1living, price increasses, wage reductions, =nd widespread inadequacies in housing, educatior,
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ana heal<dh protection, Genera.}izing, one commentator remindo l1steners that "the economic
jcriais inherent in the very cspitalist system has more than once shattered the United
Ftacea; and its signs n‘nd indi?ations ere again odbvious todey." l
i |
TRUMARN REAFFIRMS AMERIC‘A'S AGGRESSIVE FOREIGN POLICY: Although Moecor:r and the Satellitos
devote more time to ref}‘xtationq of the President's optimistic statements about the Americen
economy, they do not 1gpora his foreign policy statements. Typicel of‘ the Soviet line ia
the charge that the forfign pollicy port of the message 18 a "frank admission of the fact
phat the U.S. intends t9 g0 on with its policy of enslavement under the Marshali Plen o
which constitutes a weapon in ?he preparastiona for another war and 1s ‘called upon to wreck
the ecétnomy of Western ‘Eur‘opear‘x countries,”" ¥emiliar "evidence” is cited 1n empport of
this charge: the ellegedly m:m1 impact of ERP on West European coqntrien where the
living standard fe declining and unemploywent growing; the American creation of a world
gyetom of bases; the al}ocetioq of three-fourths of the Americen budget for "the arms
race, prepsarations for a new wa‘r, and plans for world Qominstion."
The charge that the U.S. ia Preparing for a new wer, however, is not emphasized in Soviet
faroadcasts. Nor does Mgscow uee ite hitherto etandard theme that the U.S. is preparing '
for a war againat the USSR e2nd her Satellites. (This theme appears occasionelly, however,
in Satellite radio broadcasts. ){ The President's references to Communiem sre virtuslly
ignored, Only TASS, in|a transmission to the local Soviet proos, mentions 1t briefly
and cherges that Truman |"portrayed in this lying l1ight the ‘'danger' threatening the netions
e:ndea'voring to liberate themselves from the imperialist yoke." Moecow} also avoids com-
pletely the President's 1at;t:ﬂ:eme“m;a about atomic energy. Only the CZQc}xoulovak redio
refers to the "catastrophic fallure of U.S. atomic policy in the past yoar." And the
Hungerien redio 1s the only ono‘ to note that the "President did not mention a single word:

sbout the Soviet Union's possession of the stomic secrot....”

QM'S "HYPOCRITICAL" QI;VOTIQI]f TO PEACE: The Soviet radio makes frequent charges that
the "peaceful intentiong"” expreseed by Trumen are nothing more than a hypocritical smoke-
screen to disguise the Americenf‘etrivins for world domination. And TA}!ELICEE RUNDSCHAU,
the Boviet Army organ 1nl Berlin, is quoted to the effect that "people yho looked no
further might even think that he 1s listening to one of the progressive partisans of
ppece”--a statement suggesting the reason for Moscow's frequent attempéts to deny the
p‘cacef‘ul intentions czpr‘oueed b)‘r the President.

‘ |
W_‘l;i_S;'I'ERN RADIOS: A Frcncp-contr(ﬂlcd German dbrosdcast hails the meuag‘g as "something
akin to a great :ldcologigal approach to world fssues"; and a Tel Aviv commentator says ‘
that the President "proved once ]more that he was a swqrn friend of the working masses of
tl‘le United States.” ‘ ‘
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