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INTRODUCTION: With a reac{t‘ion- speed entirely out of cheracter, Moscow's Initial

response to Secretary Acheagon's ‘Berkeley spoech was broadcest on 18 March--lese than two
: \

| |
deays after 1ts delivery. Sovie 1 Propagendiets usuelly take at least three to four daye

to react to mpo%tant events not of Soviet devising. The remarkable alacrity of

response to the lﬁerkeley speech ;suggests that 1t mey have been considered a major threat

to the massive axjxd long-auetaingd Soviet "peace" cempaign, or that established Soviet
|

|

proraganda direoﬁivee were consldered sufficient to handle 1t--or both. The initiel

Soviet reaction, }broadcast to tkﬁo Soviet domestic andience, was embodied in a LITERARY
i

GAZETTE article, i"Tot;al Hysteria| of an Americen Liar," by Anatoli Surov, the vilifying
|

author of the pldy "The Mad Haberdasher.™ This was followed the next dey by Viktorovw's

|

|

PRAVDA article, "The Total Diplc‘n‘nacy of Acheson in the Service of the Policy of Aggression, "
1

also broadcast over the Soviet P;.["ome Service! Outside of the USSR, Commnist medla,

somewhat slower with their commc‘mta » goenerally follow the Soviet leed. Approval comes
from most of the Western-oriented radios.

MINTENSIFICATION OF AMERICAN AGGRESSION": Filled with a conglomeration of vilification,
denials, and counter-charges, the entirely negative Soviet-Communist comments 1ssue forth
without even a momentary change |of propagenda pace. As with practically all official
statemente of Americen foreign p?licy, Acheson's speech 18 treated as further evidence
"not only of & continustion but (also of an intensification of the aggrosaive course of
U.S. foreign policy." Particular significance 1s se~n in his warning that the Americen
desire for peace muet be aupporqu by strength, "To reach one's aim, To solve the
prodblems by force;--this ie the w‘tgat significant end of the speech,” saye Surov, And
Acheson's conoept of total diplomacy, ellegedly borrowed from Hitler and his reliance on
force and deceit,| 18 .sald to be Tapparently deeigned to replace the finally outworn

* Viktoro 's PRAVDA article hes |@ince been broadcest ot least 25 different times
to foreign audionces; Surov's anticle has been beamed only to -the domestic audience.
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‘atomic diplomaocy'...." ‘ Thus, Acheson "stands before us a hired lackey of the instigators g
of ‘var who spent his scanty brains in attempts to belle truth, freedom, and peace.”

"LIES AND SLANDERS" wbere Viktorov undertakes a stereotyped point-by-point rebuttal of
Acheaon 8 seven points,| Surov resorts to a more pareonal type of celumniation as well.
Acheson, "obviously envying Ribbentrop,” 1s called an "1r.corrigiblo liar" and "tascish-
like diplomat” wvho "crawls to the end of hie speech 11ke al snake," As for the speech
U:aelf Surov etuds his ‘description of it with such pln'aaea as: "considerable agglomeration
of fantnatic liea," "entangled in absurd assurances,” "writhing in the mud of his own
-inventions," "hac)meyed Anveations about (the USSR)," |and ['abundantly interspersed with
anti-Boviet slender." [It is thue implied that everything Acheaon said was a tiune of
lios ~--gémpounded by slanders against the USSR. |

'I'HE; IDEA CF PEACEFUL COIISTENCB* Although many of theue alleged lies end alanderu are
srelled out 1in stereotyped detail, i1t may be noted that Soy iet-Communist comments' avoid
explicit reference to Acheson's oxpraeeed belief in the pouibility of peaceful coexistence.
Instead as 1f implying that this were solely a Soviet 1dea, Moscow cites Acheson's

warning against any moral- compromise with international Comuniem a8 Indicative of his
"doubte that the two systems... can really exiat side lby aide. And the "value of his
ms:incere statement on 1he roadiness of the U,S. to cooperate in genuine efforts to find
peeceful sottlements" 1ip assertedly exposed by his referenoe to the need for American

-] u‘ength 1

ACE!%ON 'S MOTIVES--(1) TO ASSUAGE THE PEOPLE’'S DESIRE FOR PEACE: One of the standard
Soviet-Comunist methods of discrediting Western atatementa dedicated to the idea of
ﬁeace and internatiorml] cooperation 18 to claim that thoy repreeent hypocritical | .
reeponses to the growing demande of the people, whose ;wishirar peacs can no longer be ,'.:
ignored. In tke face of these demands, says Moscow, ; S
.orced to resort to 6111 kinde of tricks and 1nven’010ns ; and Acheson's speech ie Juat
another of these "demagpgical attempts to win public opinion. Thia theme 1is stresaod .
in practically all of ﬂlw Soviet-Communist comments on the|speech. ‘ ]
| ; 3
Acaﬁson's MOTIVES--(2) TO COUNTER THE REPUBLICAN-PARTY ATTACEKS: While referring to the .
"growing dissatisfaction in certain circles of the rulling top American group" as one of 4
the1 elemeonta motivating‘ Acheson‘a speech, Moscow does not deal oxplicitly with the 3_ '
recent Republican attacks on Acheson end the State Departnent Radio Wersaw, however,
doea cite "these Republican attacks'** in explaining that theaon wag seeking a way out g
of "this somewhat comprﬁ‘)miein.g situation."” But the Ropublioan attacks are dismissed 4
as of relatively minor aisniﬁcanoe since they are held tolbo merely electioneering
maneuvers. “For that r?aaon, the dissatisfaction umong the masses on account of tho ‘
. S‘ foreign policy 1s Tf far greater significance," ‘
TheJ‘ only Hestern-onent?d radio %o have mentioned the pepublican attacks as one or the -
alleged reasons for Acheson’s speech is Redio Medrid; it claims that Senator McCarthy's i
eeneacional revelataionso., had forced Acheson to hurry up |a .raldical change of pol:lcy.... g
Grudging approval 1s accorded this change of policy; but 1n view of Soviet 1ntrans1¢.nce,
Mad.ﬂ.d expressgs#e doudbt ?s to whether Acheson's "newly formulated peace program" will be !
any more successful thm]'x “ite predecessors." I
HE.:‘I'ERN ORIENTED COMMERT: There 16 general agreement }that the issue of peace 18 now up ’
to the Soviet Union, and that peace would be possible provided the seven points vero I8
j
i
§
|
I

accapted by the USSR. ‘But there 18 general doubt thati thia will be the case. A French
comment points out that; in any case, the Communist world does not believe that

coexistence "is deamne(‘l to last long.™ Acheson's forthrlghtneea, the "new face of
American diplomscy," receivee favoradle comment. There are few references to his'

reJTction of peace at any price.
|
|

* McMahon, Tydings, anq. Connally are specifically mentiomd, but their propoanle,
becauae of the oonditior‘xa attached, are categorically reJected
e Especially those associated with Acheson’s stat:ements about Alger Hise and his |

b

|
recoumendation for Gubitchev's deportation; also, McCarthy{s charges about Commmniste
in the Stete Department ! ,Q
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