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SUMMARY

Artillery Day gets little publicity in regional broadcasts. The livestock
industry is still criticized as the weak spot of Soviet agriculture, and agro-
technical sources are said to be poorly organized end hindering collective farm
progress. In industry, criticism continues t0 focus on figure Juggling and attempts
1o produce gcod "averages" Instead of concentrating on better unii performence.
The drive for the adoption of the cyclical producticn system {(tsiklichnost) in
the coal-mining industry is gaining momentum. The so-called report and election
meetings (otchetno-vybornie gobrania) which precede the elections to the primary
Party orgenizations, dominate the news om Party activities. There is repeated
emphasis on the reluctance to apply eriticiem and self-criticism within these
organizations. Weaknesses of the Komsomol Party get some offilcial attention.
Comment on ideologicel affairs is along famillar 1lines, and the Uzbek and
Esthonien Republics are given more prominence in this connection than any other
areas. The Peace Partisan Conference in Moscow is widely publicized in the
central press and to foreign audiences but gets practically no mention on the
regional transmitiers. )
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PRAVLA discusses the slow progress in stockbreeding (22 November)jand points to
Ulyanovskaya Otlast as an example of good intentions and bad performance., Endless
discussions, pious wishes and rumberless orders and instructions issued by the
Oblast officials, says the paper, havé_been cubstituted for practical work. All
that resulted in a very poor showing by the livestock industry. The complexity of
the red tape involved in running the blast's livestock industry ;s cited in the
30 different decisions adopted by the|Oblast Party Committee, thz 50 directives by
the Oblast Executive Committee and the 170 orders and directives issued at the same
time by the Oblast Agricultural pdministration. A PRAVDA article| by Karamyshev of
the same date (not broadcast) says that the stockbreeding industry of the Gorno-
Altail Autonomous Oblast is behind plah because of the lack of emergency fodder
supplies and temporary winter shelters for the cattle at the remote pastures
(otgonnie pastbishcha). The Oblast fodder production, according.to Karamyshev,
fell short of this year's target and is also below last year's achievement by
35,000 tons of hay and 30,000 tons of ensilage fodder. (There is no mention,
however, of the planned production figures for this or last year.|)

VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA (18 November) r¥minds its readers that the hivestock
situation this year is not much better than it was last year “when a large number
of cattle perished as a result of insufficient fodder, lack of warm sheds and bad
care," Exceptionally alarming (osobehno vyzyvayet trevogu), according to the paper,
is the lack of winter quarters for the cattle in Serezhinsky, Leqinsky, Ilyinsky,
Kudeversky and Kholmsky Rayons where [the plan (for cowshed constquction) has
tpractically failed." The oblast fodder storage plan has been fulfilled by only
65.7%, and in a number of rayons--Leninsky, Oktiabrsky, Nelikovsgy and others--
the figure is Yeven smaller." Anothér reason for this lagging bqhind (nedopustimoye
otstavanie), the editorial points out, is the inadequate technical training of the
¢cattle breeders who need to engage in more socialist competition: ‘"every cattle
breeding farm must have an agitatoer attached to it." A KOMMUNA editorial broad-
cast from Voronezh (27 November) alsg complains about the insufficiency of fodder
which, it claims, in many farms is covered up by filling the cattle feed ‘troughs
with straw. The construction of winter sheds is far behind schedule and even the
available barng fail to meet the reyuirements: “there are indications that in
some places the premises have not been heated." Such facts, the‘paper concludes,
cannot be tolerated any further, and!it urges that the respective kolkhoz heads
and sgricultural specialists be brought to account. (There is no mention of the
particular rayons or officials invol?ed.)

Criticism of the Kazakhstan livestocﬁ industry has now shifted t¢ the Institute
of Stockbreeding of the Kazakh Academy of Sciences which has “"relaxed its work" to
develop new types of animals, such ag Kazakh f{ine~-wool sheep and[wbiteface cattle.
nCertain ministries and enterprises,'! on the other hand, are cengured for "dis-
regarding" valuable suggestions of the scientific workers. The result of this
official bureaucracy and "scientists! indifference" is that scientific research is
losing contact with production'and neither the field workers nor the stockbreeders
get any benefit from it." Such, for|instance, is the case of the Akxtyubinsk
experimental station of Dzhurun rayon where scientific activities are "carried
on apart from kolkhoz practice." (KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA, 23 November)
AXTYUBINSKAYA PRAVDA (27 November) aﬁmits that Dzhurun rayon is about the worst
in the oblast in regard to fodder preparation, and blames the wastege of fodder
reserves on the "indifferent attitude® adopted by a number of collective farms.
The lack of fodder is said to be felt also in Novorossiysky, Stepnoy and other
rayons. |

|
The livestock situation in Novosibir‘k oblast, according to SOVETSKAYA SIBIR
(30 November), has deteriorated to a point where the future of the entire industry
is jeopardized: "stockbreeding brigades are not staffed...order is lacking in the
farms...and severe infringements of zoo-technical and veterinary rules are much
-in evidence." This, the paper adds,| is further aggravated by the peculiar
attitude adopted by the oblast machine-tractor s+ations which are said to be
ngygtematically disrupting the plans! for assistance to the stockbreeding workers.
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The shortcomings are so numerous and varied, according to the obtlast Party
Compnittep, that every organization in any way connected with the stockbreeding
industry must assume its share of responsibility. Listed among them are the
Oblast Consumers Union, the Oblast Agricultural Department, the Oblast Industrial
Cooperatiive, the Communications Department, the Supplies Department, the
Cultural| and Enlightenment Department and the Oblast Executive Ccuncil.

A long report on the plenary session of the Kursk Oblast Party Committee .
(29 November) rTeveals that the fodder shortage in the oblast 1s as acute as it has
ever been and that no steps are being taken to remedy the situation. "How is it
possgible| to breed stock when the kclkhoz has nc large fodder-supply base?" It
was disclosed at the session that in a number of cases, particularly in Verkhne-
waazhﬂk rayon, fodder brigades have not even been formed; in others--Medvensk
rayon--they were organized but given no work to do, and in still others the
organizTion existed only on paper. .

Agro-technical study courses: The three-year agricultural study courses
introduced by the gcvernment to ralse the qualifications of the kolkhozniks,

particu

broadcagts as unproductive due to indifferent attitudes, low attendance and lax
supervigion. The official campaign to improve the agricultural education system
and to inerease the enrollment was intensified in September and October for the
new schqol year. This theme is taken up again in a number of areas, mostly in
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arly the ccllective farm chairmen, huve often been criticized on regional

the Ukraine, where both instruction and attendance are reported to be unsatisfactory.

MOLOT (16 November) discusses the importance of kolkhozniks' education and admitsg
that lag
Bagayevg
number of students and a lack of qualified instructors. In other rayons, lessonsg
are conc}ucted nwith completely unsatisfactory attendance' and the students have
not been provided with textbooks, copybooks or other paraphernalia. Both the

oblast
said to
selling

from the
necessary study aids.

STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (21 N vember) also refers to last year's failure of the
agricultural study program in Molotovsky rayon where the classes for the kolkhoz

workexrs
Party C
politik
been pa

even been started. "Nothing can jusiify the delays experienced in Proleysky,
Eltonsky and Kletsky rayons." A "formalistic attitude” is listed as the only

reason

The thr
polsky
CHERNQM
are und
not pay
PRAVDA
all but
rayons.

kolkhozniks. Not one class has been held.” PRIURALSXAYA FRAVDA (27 November)
blames Povodelova, head of the Agricultural Propaganda Administration for '"all

the ser
in West
some of
The rem

3t year?'s failure has not been remedied this year. Studies have not begun in
ky, Azovsky and other rayons. In Oxtiabrsky rayon there is an insufficient

gricultural Administration and the Agricultural Propaganda Department are
display a lukewarm attitude to agro-technical courses. The oblast book
department and the branch of the Union press, apparently taking their cue
higher officials, do not "bother" to supply the studenta with the

Walmost had to be discontinued." In Machesansky rayon thiz year, the
smmittee has adopted a '"strange policy of noninterference" (strannaya
) nevmeshatelstva) in the rarmers' education. A number of resolutions have
5sed but none have been put into effect. In other rayons classes have not

for all these shortcomings.

se-year course for agricultural experts in Ivanovsky, Oktiabrsky, Ovideo-
and Shyrysevsky rayons "huve been set up only formally," complains

ORSKA KOMMUNA (22 November). The leaders of these rayone, the paper say:,
erestimating the importance of kolkhoznik training, and oblast officials are
ing eufficient ettention to the whole program. An unsigned KIROVOGRADSKA
article (30 November) scays that the three-year agricultural courses were
abandoned in Novoukrainsicy, Adzhamsky, Peshchanobrodsky and Znamer sky
"No one there is interested in...the three-year courses for the

jous shortcomings" in the organization of kolkhoz studles. Many rayons
Kazakhsten oblast, says the paper, are doing a poor propaganda job, and i
the rayon Party Committees do not exercise control over the propagandistis.
edy for the situation offered by the paper, however, is vague.
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Agricultural Statute Violations: PSKOVSKAYA PRAVDA (25 November) angrily denounces
the “distortions and direct violations of the collective farm statute" in a i
number of farms|in the oblast. The editorial hints at complicity between the

farmers and local officials by asserting that certain rural administrative bodies

"frequently clo.ﬁé‘jtheir eyes to obvious infringments of the statute" (chasto. ..
zakryvayut glaza na ysvnie narushenia ustava). What 1s more, some leaders are 2
"gailty of corrypting the administrators of collective farms and sanctioning the e
illegal dicposaliof collective farm funds.” In some collective farms the working

norms and wcrking days ere said to te lowered arbitrarily and the distribution of

labor is bad. ne of the most sinister practices observable at the cattle breeding
farms, according to the paper, is "the incorrect method of payment for working
days." This it|says, i1s known tc :owe agricultural officials who do not care to do

anything about it. (The work day in Soviet agriculture does not necessarily imply

an eight-hour shifit, as in industry. A tractor driver is usually credited with

five work days flor every shift, and s+akhanovites get even more. On the other hand, :
some unskilled ..borers earn less than a work day per shift.)

A report from D aﬁdhikau, North Osetian ASSR, (27 November) quotes the Chairman -
of the Autonomous:Ccuncil of Ministers as demanding "the rigid execution of the
basic law of kolkhoz life," that is the collective farm statute. Addressing the .
oblast CommunistiiParty session "on measures for the ligquidation of the agricultural s
artel statute violations," the Chairman revealed serious errors and ghortcomings

"in the adherence" to the charter but gave no details. There can be no doubt, he

said, that the }’Tarty and Soviet organizations will be able to cope with those

"malpractices" and to put an end to the abuses in agriculture.

L
BOLSHEVISTSKAYA MOLODEZH (23 November) appeals to the kolkhoz Komgomols to enforce
the observance of the kolkhoz statute and to '"combat the squandering of communal
resources" in Smolensk oblast. The paper does not elaborate the point beyond
inferring that the practice is still prevalent and that something haa vetter be done
about it: i

Loafers and ii‘.‘dlers, squanderers and pilferers of kolkhoz property
must be boldly unmasked. Poor economy and incorrect use of work days
must not be|.allowed to pass unncticed. The guilty must be punished!

Infringements of| the agricultural statute are also alluded to in a report from
Kursk of 29 Ncvember (already quoted). This reference was made in a speech by the
secretary of the|oblast Party Committee Goroshnikov who gave no specific information
as to the nature|and scope of the state violations. He urged the collective farmers
to hold frequent meetings to discuss "questions of preserving communal economy. "

Shortcomings_in g}é ainian Agriculture: RADYANSKA UKRAINA (15 November) declares
that agricultural progress in the Ukraine leaves nuch to be desired. The potato

deliveries, it says, have not been conpleted, and the same applies to oil-bearing
erops, wool, mil}s:,‘,butter and other agricultural produce. Nor have preparations
been made for winter premises for the livestock. The cotton-picking plan for the
Republic as a whole has been fulfilled by 82.9% and the delivery plan by only
68.2%. A "great|amount" of uncollected cotton still remains on the fields, and in
Zaporozhye and Kherson oblasts one quarter of the cotton crop remains on the plants.
Sugar beet deliv«;:;p;[es are slow, eapecially in Sumy and Kamenets-Podolsk oblasts.
The i‘allow-plowip‘gi plan has been fulfilled by only four oblasts, and the situation ’
is "particularly bad" in Western Ukraine, Polessye, Odessa and Kherson oblasts. -
PIVDENNA UKRAINA|(16 November) takes » similar dim view of the fallow-plowing il
progress. In a number of rayons where the plowing should have been finished, the

paper asserts, the|plowing has only begun. Among them are Telegulo-Bereznyansky, }
Pratsky and Shirokédlanovsky rayons. 1n the Novokrasnyanska machine-tractor station g
'not one tractor|driver fulfills his shift-norm. Tractors are idle for long periods
of time becauce of faulty technical equipment and maintenance."
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The cctton theme is dealt with again by RADYANSKA UKRAINA on 22 November. No improve-
ment in the <.. on situation has been noted in recent days, says the paper. A

riumber of rayons in Odessa and Nikolayev oblasts are far behind plan .and continue to
work "unsatisfactorily." The machine tractor stations serving the cotton plantations
are said tc be just as slow, some of them having completed their asaignments by

"only 30 to 4C%." Among them are the Radelska, Novo-Zburivska an;l Bestirska

stations of Kerson oblast and Antatolivska, Shirokolanevska and other machine-
tractor stations of Nikolayev oblast. ‘

QOpnosition to Mec[xaniza‘t.ign, Idle Machinery: The familiar complaint about

inefficient utilization of farm machinery and excessive idleness of tractors is
heard again on 2 number of regional transmitters. A broadcast from Velikie Luki
alludes to what might be construed as o§,position to further mechanization of
agricultural labor. MOLOT (2() November) speaks of the serious uhortcommgs in the
organization of repair work in the machine-tractor stations \vhlch\ have been lagging
behind "for csveral years." And yet, says the paper, many machine tractor stations
and sovkhozes are repeating last year's mistekes No adequate prepare.tlons have
yet been made for the coming agricultural year, eesential tools 'md equipment are
lacking; but "no action is taken.'" The reasons for this may be deduced from the
remedies suggested by the editorial: *all mechanics should be brought up to date
on progrescive technology, and the living cenditions of the repair workers should
be improved." ‘

A consideraiile number of machines stand idle and the agreements with ‘collective

farms are not being fulfilled, complains PSKOVSKAYA PRAVDA (17 November) It suggests
that the lack of well-trained personnel is a factor. The paper a}so warns against

a repetition of last yeer's mistakes, the neglect of the welfare of the mechanization
students. This, in the paper's view, is all the more to be prew_nted now that

"meny girls" are joining the mechanization courses. (There is, of course, no
reference to the fact that the low attendance of mechanization course by male students
may have fcrced the officials to induce girls to join.)

The failure of the tractor-repair plan in the major areas of Kirovograd oblast

is admitted oy I\IBCVOGRADSKA PRAVDA {30 Novemberg The fourth-qua:ner plan has been
fulfilled by only 44.5% and there is no improvement in view, aCCu‘rJing to the paper.
The large inter-rayon workshops dezigned for capital repairs of farm implements are
said to have fﬂvlnd 10 Juetlfy thelr existence. They barely managed to take care cf
17 to 29% of the ropair jobs assigned to them, and '"the Bobrynet;ka, ‘Alexandriyska
and Dolynska inter-rayon workshopq f'or capital repairs have in effect completely
failed...in the »th quarter." The Kirovograd spare part pltmt\ "Piatnadtsat
Rokiv Zhovtnya," hat "sithout any reason whatsocever" falled to produce a single
spare part for tractors. Its production plan called for 2,000 sockets (gilza) and
2,0C0 piston:s (porshen). An "extremely unsatisfactory" JOb is imputed to the
Khmelevska, Karustyanska, Alexandriyska and Novoprazhska machireTractor stations.

VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA (27 November) calls the flax-processing and|delivery plan
textremely alaxming! (kraine trevozhno), and pins the responsibility on the
bureaucratic attitude of the Oblast Agricultural Administration. |The latter, it
says, does not display much interest In helping the mechanics to -un their

machines which results in frequent breakdowns and unnecessary idleness. Another
reason, and perhaps the most important, the paper hints, 1s the "prevalent anti-
mechanizction mood” (nalichie anti-mekhanizatorskikh nastroyeniy)| among many collect-
ive farm MaNALETS and in many rayons And what is '"most regrettable,‘" according

to the paper, is that "no fight is be:ng waged against this atﬁtude." Reference

to tractor repairs, in a different context, is made by the same paper on

30 November: "...the overhaul of tractors is carried out in an unorganized

manner. ..the teclnology of overhaul is being crudely violated."
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INDUSTRY

Un-Soviet Approach to Production: PRAVDA (16 November) speaks in disparaging terms
of the prevailing practice of using the above-plan performance of efficient
enterprises to cover up the inefficiency of the backward ones. : (As mentioned in a
previous CP¥ report, this device is often resorted to in industry where the gross
production figures for a given area or branch of industry do not reflect the

actual performance of individual plants or of the departments within a plant.) The
paper refers to the leaders of “some ministries and departments” whose standard
procedure is to make up the deficiencies of certain enterprises at the expense

of the more productive plants. This is a wrong, un-Soviet approach to the fulfillment
of the State planz (eto nepravilny, nesovetsky podkhod ¥k vypolneniu gosudarstevennykh
planov), declares the editorial. These unnamed leaders are reminded again that

what the State plans call for, in addition to fulfillment, 1s a detailed accounting
for every type of production (po vsemu assortimentu). One of the methods widely
used in indusgtry, it is claimed, is to "produce items which require the least

effort and trouble" and to leave the planned production of more complicated

products underfulfilled. Following are some specific examples clted by the paper

as "detrimental to the interests of planned economy': :

The Kharkov Electrical-Mechanical Works--fulfills the gross production plan but
every quarter it fails to deliver dozens of
large electrical machines;

Chelyabinsk Precision Instruments Plant --fulfills the monthly plan for only two out
of the six main types of its products;

The Kuibyshev Works --regularly fails to fulfill the plan for the
production of three out of the eight items
jt produces;

Sverdlovsk Furniture Factory —-fulfilled its October gross output plan by
112.3% but failed in the output of tables,
couches and other items which are in
greatest demand.

From Baranovichi, Belorussia, comes a report (24 November) that a number of enterprises,
particularly in the timber industry, have failed to organize effective socialist
competition for the fulfillment of the production plan "in all aspects.” The Timber
Trust No. 16, for example, completed its annual production targets ehead of schedule
but was behind plan in the output of four types of products.

MINING

Production Losges, the Cyelic System: KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA (16 November) reveals
that "millions of rubles of state funds" have been lost 4+hrough unsatisfactory work
at the Karaganda coal pits. Many collieries, says the paper, continue to "work at
a big loss" and to increase production costse instead of reducing them as specified
in the plan. These growing losses are said to stem from the "insufflcient

’ exploitation" of modern technology and extravsgant use of raw materials.

The struggle for the "cycle method” (borba za teikl), says VOROSHILOVGRADSKAYA PRAVDA
(21 November), is a struggle for technical progress, and the slightest manifestation
of indifference to this new technological system should be dealt with summarily by
the Party organizations concerned. This editorial stricture is directed primarily
against the Voroshilovgrad Coal Combine vwhere little attention is said to be devoted
to the organization of cyclic schedule work. This benevolent attitude toward the

! advencement of technology, says the paper, is particularly reprehensible in view

of the fact that most of the coal faces are not fulfilling the pew schedule (there
is no indication whether the coal production targets nave been increased but

the words "new sciedule"/novy grafik/ as used in this sentence suggest an upward-
revised norm):
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In October, out of 165 selected coal faces of the combine only 46
fulfillea their norm, and only 45 performed at a rate of one cycle
per day...Thegse figures show that the introduction of advanced

technology...has not yet become...the primary work of the combine.

Just how much impcrtance the authorities attach to the introduction or the cyclie
system in the ccal industry is made clear in the concluding editorial remark about
the prevailing indifferent attitude toward the new production system:

It is high time to put an end to all that. The exploitation of coal
faceg according to the cyclic schedule is not a campaign, not a
fashion. 1t is the very foundation of modern labor organization and
production at all Soviet mines...the main duty of the managers of
the cambine, trusts and mines.

Russian version:

Pora sc vsem et im reshitelno pokonchit. Pabota lav po grafiku
tsiklichnnsii ne kampania, ne moda. Eto osnova csnov sovremennoi
organizntsii truda i proizvodstva na sovetskikh shakhtakh...glavnaya
obyazannost mikovoditelei kombinata, trestov i shakht.

A frank admission that labor productivity in "most of the enterprises" of the Donets
coal basin is still very low--"lower, in fact, than before the war'"--is made in a
report from Stalino cn the All-Donets Conference of the coal industry workers

(22 November). This low efficiency is interpreted as the inevitable outcome of the
wrong production system now in force, and the "organization of the cyclic system"

is suggested as the only remedy. The large-scale introduction of new technical
equipment into the Donets mines, says the report, has not brought about the expected
production results, and the "achieved increase (in coal extraction) is completely
unsatisfactory." It appears that the new machinery and the additional miners employed
have left the total coal output more or less unchanged:

Eighty-eight more people than before the war are now engaged in the
extraction of 1,000 tons of coal. Even...where a large number of
machines have been introduced, considerably more people are working
than hefore the war.

PARTY ACTIVITIES

RADYANSKA UKRAIMA (16 November) reiterates the femiliar warning against the lack of
eriticism and self-criticism on the part of the rank-and-file Party membership. This
lack of criticism, the paper declares, is particularly conspicuous at the current
report-and~election Party meetings when it is most needed. Alluding to the high-
handed methods of dealing with rank-and-file critics of Party affairs, often dis-
closed at the primary Party meetings, the editorial says that the suppiession or
discouragement of criticism,the "keystone of proletarian dictatorship," ranks among
the cardinal sins:

Every Communist has a right and duty to take part in the discussion
of practical problems of the Party'!s policy, to criticize any of
the Party leaders and organs; he can be elected to any of these organs.

Communist Party members are further reminded that the Party is the sole repository
of power in the comntry and it is up to them alone to discover shortcamings and
correct them:

This (proletarian) dictatorship is led by a single party of
Communists which does not share, and cannot share, the power
with any other Party. This makes it plain that the Communists
themselves rust expose and remedy all mistakes....

CONFIDENTIAL
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RADYANSKE PODILYE (20 November) admits that the first report-and-election meetings
(etchetno~-vybornie sobrania) have :already revealed numerous weaknesses in the primary
Party organizations: "attempts are being made to suppress criticism...and to leave
the shortcomings hidden." In a wvirulent diatribe against the Smotirytsky rayon Party
officials, the paper tells of a rank-and-file Party member who, risking his superiort!s
displeasure, attempted to criticize certain financial abuses by high functionaries.
He was interrupted with the admonition that "it was not for him, a rank-and-file
Communist, to know how the higher }Ptu‘ty functionaries are working."

A report from Stalingrad (27 Novedber) reflects the concern of the Kumylzhensky

rayon Party Committee over the lack of new applicants for Party nembership, and
intimates that the allegedly preferred jobs held by Communists may not provide
sufficient inducement for non-Party youths to seek membership in the Party. "Numerous
members of the plenary sessicn noted that in many primary Party organizations
Communists had not been placed in {vital production posts...."

N
The "iow level” of Party agitation is dealt with in a number of transmissions {rom
Kirovograd, Stalingrad, Orel, Zhitomir and others. Typical of them is a SOVETSKAYA
SIBIR editorial (29 Novembers. Naming several agitators of the Novosibirsk freight
station, the paper wonders how the "Bolshevik word" can be carried to the messes by
the people who “are still not femiliar with the decree on the elections to the
pecple's courts" and "who have not read Beria's October Anniversary Speech."
The poor performance of the oblaa‘l}: Komsomol organizations is deplored by VELIKOLUKSKAYA
PRAVDA on 24 November. One of the "many defects and weaknesses" of these
organizations is that the growth of their membership is "very weak ." The apparent
reluctance of the youths to participate in the life of the collective farms, a primary
duty of Komsomols, is referred to|as a "particularly deficient" feature of Komsomol
propaganda: }
|
In Idritsky, Kudeversky, Podberezinsky and Serezhinsky rayons not one
young collective farmer joined the Komsomol.... In Leninsky,
Nevelsky and some other rayons there are collective farms which have no
Komscmol organization at alli.

\
Other reports on Komsomol activitles, as heard from Alma Ata, Izmail and Kherson, point
to the same failings that are characteristic oi the parent Party organizations:
aloofness from the non-Party masses, restricted criticism and self-criticism and the
inordinately wide gap between the| organizations of the various levels of the Party
hierarchy. An interesting sidelight on the social structure of the Communist
Party is cast by a report fxom Dzaudzhikau, North Osetian Autonaomous Oblast
(29 November). The 317 people admitted to the Promyshlenny rayon Party between

January 1950, and November 1951, r'included 97 workers."

\
|
IDEOLOGICAL WEAKNESSES }
Moscow's concern over the ideologiical aspect of Uzbek life is evident from the PRAVDA
editorial on the subject (17 November), a long article by Nyazov, Secretary of the
Uzbek Communist Party, broadcast on the same day and other reports. PRAVDA

emphasizes that the relapse into an unpatriotic mood (retsidiv antipatrioticheskikh
vzglyadov) on the part of a number of Uzbek writers is a recent phenomenon and
should be looked into without delay. Some poets and writers says the paper, are
still "busy glorifying the remote past trying to mold modern content into archaic
forms of the long extinct feudal culture...." (zanimayutsia voskhvaleniem dalekogo
proshlage, pytayuisia vlit sovremennoe soderzhanie v arkhaicheskie formy davno
izzhivshel sebya feodalnoi kultury.) The same "censure" (upryock), concludes the
editorial, is applicable to a "number of composers" of the Soviet Far East whose
nobsolete canons" (ustarevshie kenony) of ari are contrary to the optimistic out-

look of the Soviet people. \

\
Nyazov is even more critical and outspcken than PRAVDA: "the republic's writers
have not yet created any literature that is monumental in point of ideological and
and artigtic gqualities." (pisateli respubliki yeshcho ne sozdali monumentalnikh
po svoim ideinym and khudozhestvennym kachestvam literaturnilkh proizvedeniy.) The
lack of criticism and self-criticism among writers, though deplored by Nyazov as
: |
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a contributing factor in the present state of affairs, is not considered the prime
reason. WYhat is worse, in his opinion, i the sinister practice of "mutual
glorification and slurring over of mistakes." (vzaimnoye voskhvalenie i zamazyvanie
oshibok). This, he says, has led to manifiestations of “rootless" (bezrodniy)
cosmopolitism, pan-Turkism and pan-Islamigm in Uzbek literature. Grave ideological
mistakes of a nationalist nature (natsionalisticheskago kharactera) are said to have

been made in ‘the works of Sabir Abdullah, ]Turab-Tula, Sheikh-Zade, Mirtemir and other

writers. The nature of these mistakes, ag:defined by Nyazov, is the "idealization
of the feudal past...and truckling to the ]old feudal culture" of the khans and beys.

A PRAVDA article by Nikolayev and Kottt (2 ‘;Navember not broadcast) de-emphasizes
the achievements of the popular Esthonien writer Lydia Koydula (1843-1886), and
cautions against the "wrong interpretatioq’! of her works. Koydula was a progressive
writer and sincere in her struggle for thﬂjfreedom of her native Esthonia, the
article admits, but "was unable to rise high enough to properly grasp the historic
destinies" (ne mogla podniateia do takogo ponimanis istoricheskikh sudeb) of the
Esthonian people. There is no reference qo any objectionable features of her work
but it appears that it lends itself to various interpretations, including one
favorable to the bourgeoisie. The latter,| in fact, published her works twice, in
1925 and 1934, and “clutched at the erroneocus tendencies" (khvatalis za oshibochnie
tendentsii) in her poems to convey a bourgois-slanted ideology. It is unfortunate,
the article points cut, that the mista.kesimade by the publishers of Koydula's work
enjoy a certain amount of popularity (imeyut nekotoroye rasprostranenie). They
are also said 1o be reflected in the text,b‘ooks on Esthonian literature published
this year for senior school students. Shqilar "confusion" (putanitsa) is en-
countered often in the press comment on the poetess' works, the writers conclude,
and they admcmish the Esthonian publishers to ve more careful in the future:

It is time for a cautious approach tqithe publication of classic
literature, on the basis of a profoundly scientific study
(gluboko nauchnago izuchenia) of the |progressive writers of the
past.

A STALINSKY PUT editorial discusses the survivals of capitalism (perezhitki kapi-
talizma) among the Kazakhs and declares that even certain rayon Party Committees
are not immune to such ideological errors J: The (Kustanai) Oblast Education
Department and rayon Party Committee, for lexample, do not appear to object to the
practice of "not selecting" young Kazakh girls for schoocls. This practice made
it possible for only "a very small number of Kazakh women to enter universities
in the past two years. !

‘Addressing a plenary session of the centrgl committee of the Ukrainlan Communist
Party, (26 November, not broadcast) Melnikov intimates that ideology in the Ukraine
is still something to be concerned about. | The Central Committee, he avers, "has
not looked far enough" into the affairs of various scientific and other
organizations. Melnikov is not specific qbout the nature of the affairs but, as
reported in PRAVDA, "serious failings" are!imputed by him to the work of the
following organizations: the Union of Soviet Writers, the Union of Ukrainian
Soviet Composers, the Committee on Art unqer the Ukrainian Council of Ministers

as well as a number of unnamed Ukrainian newspapers and magazines. The Kiev,
Kharkov, Odessa and ILvov Oblast Party Committees are saild to exercize "superficial"
(poverkhnostniy) control over the ideologicel affairs in their respective areas.
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