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The_‘ Plenary session of the Central Committee of the Ukreinien Communist Party (Kiev,
Feb. 29) reveals that the agricultural situation in various perts of the Republic
raqg‘es in derinition from barely setisfactory to cheotic. Mismanagement, lack of
proper orgenization, and deterinrating production are attributed to a "large number"

of \machine trector stetions of the Republic as a whole, but the Western provinces are
sai}d to be the worst of the lot. The 5000-word Central Committee decision even hints
dankly at "a mutusl coverage of shortconings" (vzaemnii pokryvania khib) in a number of
pla;qes but does not elaborate the point. The long list of “serious” end "intoleratle"
agniculturel shortcomings, as mentioned in the Party decision, is indicaetive of the
offlcial concern about the matter. Agricultural personnel is said to be only partislly
or |{nadequately trained, and wrongly distributed on top of that.

’I‘helcentral Committee is particularly irate about the persistent practice of epvointing
pol‘.itically qualified, rether well trained personnel to responsible agricultursl posts,
such ag chairmen and managers of collective farms. The vinietion of contractual
obligations by machine tractor stations is said to be widespread enough to supgest a
gtanderd procedure, particulerly in the Western regions. Complicity between nigh Party
aanSoviet officials, on the one hand, and machine tractor station personnel, ~n the
other, is vapguely referred to in the Party's assessment of the existing situation:
I ! .

Many oblast end reyon Communist Perty Committees and

oblast and rayon Executive Committees of Soviets of

Workers Deputies still preserve a false attitude tcward

the intolerable mistakes of & number of machine tractor

stations.

At|least 9 of the Ukraine's 25 oblasts are said to be far behind agchedule in their tractor
and combine maintenance auu repairs. I'ne western oolests, however, are mentioneu us

being unifermly "unseatisfactory,” and this would seem to indicate a greater number of
cr:‘ltical areas then the following nine oblests: Chernigov, Zhitomir, Kamenets~Podolsk,
Odgssa , Drogobych, Stanislav, Ternopol, Volhynia, and Rovno. Significant in this
connection algo is the Central Committee's reference to the "meny" machine tractor
stations of the Republic as a whole which failed to fulfill their plans lest yeer, end

ar:e} showing no visible improvement this yeer.

The‘z‘ egriculturel shortcomings discussed in the Party decision are indeed so many and
va?ied that responsibility cannot be pinned on any single Perty, Soviet, or agricultural
organization. Lack of guidance from above, however, is considered ag the chief reason.
Th;at guidence, the Central Committee declares, should be, but isn't coming primarily
from the Ministries of Agriculture end Cotton Growing. These Minigtries have failed

to{ react in time to numerous machinery breaskdowns, ingrdinete overexpenditures of fuel

end other materialg, and the :isatisfectory repairs of tractors and combines, pavticularly
eaterpillar tractors.
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The political aspect of agricultural activities is said to have been gravely neglected,
and that is where proper léontrol is to bj maintained from the bottom up, beginning with
the political departmentsl of the machine| tractor atations. "The deputy directors of
machine tractor stations for political affairs must assign Communists and Komsomol
members to the most responsible tasks." | This is one way to "jncreesse the struggle

against pilfering of comminal property.”

Another way is to look into the working and

1iving conditions of the}practor drivers| and combine operators. The premises of [the
machine tractor stations]are to be "cleaned of wasie and garbage," and the wages jof

|
i

brigade leaders, drivers, and other workers must henceforth be paid "on time and |in

proper crder

J \

|
i | |

The agricultural situetion in the Moldav}ian SSR is bad enough to warrant grave offficial
concern, according to a lengthy report by Brezhnev, First Secretary of the Moldavian

|

Party's Central Committe_el. Although muca progreas is said to have been made in the

amalgamation

of small collective farms into larger units, there appeers to be 1ittle"

progress if any elsewhergl. The 2,001 céllective farms of the Republic have been\combined
into 1,367, and the number of agricultural specidlists serving 8s kolkhoz chairmen has

h

risen from 35 in 1950 to| 293 in 1952, Similar though less spectacular successes }were
registered by the rural Party organizations. Twelve thousand two hundred Party members

are now said

to be "acti_v‘e" in the villages in addition to the 185 'groups of candidates”

for Party membership. \‘ % | 1
B ! |

|

- w : |
Discussing agricultural “sfhortcomings in \the Republic, Brezhnev had much more to say,
however. One‘of the most séridus drawbacks 1s that agriculturé has so far failed °’
to justify expections: 'We did not obtain an increase in yields in°meny rayons end

kolkhozes."

Only small harvests are said to have been gethered in many rayons, and the

result was large-gcale defaulting "on obligations to the State." Big losses of grain

1

and other crops are admﬂtjted in & number of rayons, among them Volontirovka, Kipertcheny,

Vertyuzheny,

Brezhnev is

" and Romanovllga. In many otl}mers the performance is Just as poor: |
| ! |

We Qa’nnot permit glch a state of affairs in which many !
kolkhozes...fail every year to fulfill the egricultural work
within the set time 1imits. They obtain small crops; they do
not settle accounts with the State; they pay the kolkhozniks

liﬁtle for their work. O

particulerlf‘critical of thc‘e tendency to underpsy the collective farjmera.

This practice, in his oninion, is not cpnducive to higher production and greater
enthusiasm for collectivization, end may even account to a large extent for the poor
crops. . Equalization of \bay, reminigcent of the long abolished prectice in the other
Soviet republics, must be "liquidated" at once. Labor discipline among the coll;ective

farmers, which is admittedly "pdrticula‘rly unsatisfactory," should be strengtheqéd “éand

upermanent"

‘The gigt of
gome phages

field brigades and teams established. |
l ‘ |
| | \

Brezhmev's report is that, despite some measure of success attained |in

of agriculture, notebly collectivization end political organization, this

branch of Moldavia's ecg‘a{‘lomy ie still b@ckward and needs & thorough oveérhauling.
Following are some of the salient points indicative of the many weaknesses yet to be
| 1

overcome:

Lottans it

/|
| ; |
ig well known that the...Vulkeneshty, Kagul, Beymekliya, Romanovka, and

Kaynary Rayons failed tb] fulfill their 1951 cotton delivery plans; ‘

Machinery:

I |
Meny mnchinf:l‘ tractor stations sre utilizing their equipment very badly;

they are allowing idleness of tractors and machines; i

|| i |
The kolkhozes of Moldavia need a huge army of cadres...more serious ;attention

must Qe paid to the 3-y‘ejar agrozootechdieal courses where matters are going rather badly;
i |

Sugar beetgi The fact Jt.hxsn: the Party and Soviet organs...are peying little atténtion to

|

the growing of sugsr beets bought abou‘t% a situation in which many kolkhozes. ..ax;'e obtain-

ing very smell suger beet yields;

|
|
|
l
|
|
|
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Potataes: The problem of seed potato growing is not being solved in our Republic;

Cowa, Milk: We still have mary kolkhozes where there are very few animals, particularly
cows. In the past year the kolkhozes of the Republic did not fulfill the State milking
plen;
Bread: The production capacities of the bread factories end bakeries ere not fully satisfy-
ing the growing demands of the population;

Housing: We are not even able to fulfill the State tasgks regarding the building and
commissioning of industrial enterprises or, more particulsrly, housing.

Among the other agricultural brosdcasts monitored in the period under review ig an
appeel by the Estonian Conference of Collective Farm Chairmen {(in Estonian, Mar. 2)
to all farmers, urging them tc tbtain greater harvests and to’hmerease their cattle
herds--at lesst 17 centners of grain crops per hectare and & 15 percent minisum
inereage in the number of cowsg:!~™ Cee e

The spring sowing cempaign ig bound to fail if the exigting 1rrigation network is not
reconstructed on time and new canals added, sccording to KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA on
Mar. 5. Most of the available machines and "earth-moving detachments" did not start
work until recently, although they had been standing idle "for & long {ime." In many
of the rayons work has not even begun. The planned new irrigation gystem is said to
be far from completed where 1t 18 needed most? = - s A T

In Kzyl-Ordd;" Alma-Ata}"Taldy-Kurgen, Seuf?p¥dtinsk,

and East Kazakhstan Oblasts soil improvement teams have

not yet been formed; very few projects end plang have

been drawn up. ’
PRAVDA (Feb. 28) previews the great tasks facing Soviet agriculture in 1952, which will
involve the "utilization of all forces" of the collective farm villages. It concludes
that, "In order to implement these tasks, the gtandards of leaderghip in agriculture
must be improved." Idle machinery, frequent breakdowns, end consequent poor bha~vests
are discussed editorially in familier terms by RADYANSKA UKRAINA (Feb. 28), MULOT
(Feb. 28), KOMMUNIST (Feb. 28), BOLSHEVISTSKOYE ZNAMYA (Feb. 29), and RADYANSKA
ZHIROMIRSHCHINA Mar. 5).

Cultural services for collective farmers are dealt with briefly in s PRAVDA editoriel
on Feb., 26 which bemoans the lack of cultural and educational facilities in remote
agricultural artels, particularly enlerged farms. MOLOT (Mar. 5) gpeuks of the
vineffectiveness" of the rural wall newspapers which tend to "lose contact with the
magges." The paper reminds the fearm editors that the Central Comnittee of the
All-Union Communist Perty "forbids the publishing of general articles and notes having
no connection with the practical task of a given collective." A waell newspaper, it
says, must digcuss present realities and encourage greater constructive efforts on the
part of the farmers. The publication of "unmasiking notes" (razoblachitelnie zametki),
is not enough. The publicizing of shortcomings must be followed by suggesting ways
for their elimination."

Miscellapeous: A Home Service report of Feb. 27 refutes the claim of "bourgeois
historiens! that hunting end trade were the chief Russian occupations up to the 16th
century. "Not only the Slavs, but even the pre-Slav tribes living in the territory of
our Motherland 2,000 to 3,00u yeers before our era were agriculturists.”

PARTY ACTIVITIES

Purpogefulness (tseleustremlennost), says PRAVDA on Feb. 27, ghould characterize the
activities of every Bolshevik leader. This is particulerly true now when the country
ig in the process of advancing from one stage of development to another. Too many
Party-teaders are said to be "scettering their efforts and attention" (raspylyaut
gvoi sily i vnimenie) in the attempt to solve & veriety of problems which come within
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the competence of the Soviet e&nd economic orgenizetions. Lenin and Stalin are quoted in
support-of the Party's unalterable view: that all the Party efforts must always be
concentrated on the key sectors (kluchevie uchastki) of the national eccnomy, that is,
the weskest link.

Agricultural backwardness (otstavenie selskoge khozaisgtve) is implicitly edmiited to be
the present weakness demending concentrated attention. The Kurgan Oblast Party is

held up as a model of Communist efficiency and "purposefulnegs": It has directed all
its efforts toward the speediest elimination of agricultural backwaerdness. The game,
however, cannot be said about many other oblasts, acecording to PRAVDA. In Kirov and
Yaroslav Oblasts, for example, the lumbér industry and agriculture are still doing a
poor Jjob becauge the appropriate Party officials are trying to solve too many problems
at the seme time. While frowning upon the wasted efforts of well meaning but obviously
overzealona Cermunists, the editorial also infers that the other exireme is Jjust as
undesirable in +the Soviet scheme of things: "the desire to drifu with the tide smoothly
and imperti.oably..." (zhelanie plyt po techeniu plavno i spokoyno) must be alien to the
true Bolshevik leader. : i b

VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA (Feb. 27) speaks digapprovingly of the way the Komsomols are handled
by the oblagst and rayon Perty organizationg. It is the duty of the latter to "guide

and direct" the political gelf-education of the Komsomols and encourage their enlightening
activities among the non~Party youth. This, according to the paper, has always meent

an even distribution of Komsomol members among the working youth so thut each of them
could inspire greater eﬁ:orts by set,t:.x‘7 "an example of self-denying work" (primer
samootverztiennogo truda).’

Eeports from Penovsky, Usvyatsky, Oktiabrsky, and Usminsky Rayons, says the editorial,
provide discouraging evidence. Unable to get any assistance from their Party mentors,
the Komgsomol organizetigms are said tc manifest a singular lack of initiative in
combating "tendencies of idleness, carelessness, bed orgenizaiion, and weste." This,
says the peper, ig "all wrong." The Komsomol's lack of political influence among the
maszes of the youth is sald to be traceable to the lack of Party interest in Komsomol
affairg.

LENINSKAYA SMENA (Mar. 1) compleins that the Kazakhstan Komsomols, particularly in
Semipelatingk Oblast, are training their cadres "badly," apparently forgetting that
Soviet youth must be brought up "in the spirit of Communism." This tHéme, however, is
treated in general terms and no details are offered.

An unsigned PRAVDA article (Mer. 1, notibroadcast) supports the claim of Saratov's
KOMMUNIST that Komsomol affairg receive far less regional press attention than they are

’ - entitled to. BOLSHEVISTSKOYE ZNAMYA for example, very seldom (1lish izredka) shows

any interest in Komsomol education, and the fact that many Komsomol poiitical schools
in Odessa (Qblast have not yet opened their classes have "failed to disturb the paper"
(ne vstreve-hili redektsiu gezety).

SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIA, according to the article, usually confines itself to brief critical
notes on Longomol education while such oblagt papers as MOLOT, VOLZHSKAYA KOMMUNA,
and KURSKAYA PRAVDA are "losing sight" (vypuskayut is polya zrenia) of Komsomol life

altogethe '
AT Sk AEROVRITIIRIE ; . [ 4 U 1o SATI B AT BT -

It is the direct duty of the newspeper to elucidate profoundly
and thoroughly the questions of theoretical study by
Komsomols and non-Komsomo! youth.

Rugsian version:
Priamoy dolg gazet¥-gluboko i vsegstoronne ogve-
shchat voprosy teoretlcheskoy ucheby komsomoltsev
i molodezhi.

Podkurkov in PRAVDA (Feb. 28, not broadcast) declares that the rayon press has been




. Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A3609500740037-7

-5 -

neglected by the higher Party echelons end needs clgser supervision. He is particularly
critical of the hebit of many newspapers of sending their editess as "authorized
representatives" (upolnomochennie) to various economic drives, leaving the buginess of
publication in the hands of "second raters" (vtorostepennie ludi). This practice is

b, . gald to be particularly widespread in Kuibyshev Oblest, Byelorussia, .ara-Kalpak

g ASSR, and Tatar ASSR, but is apparently not confined to those sreas alone.

Podkurkov speaks of certain oblagt, Xval, and republican Party Committees which show

little cuncern t¢bout "raising the ideological-political level and business qualifications

of tbe rayon newspaper workers" (povyshenie ideino-politicheskogo urovaye i delovoy
valifikatsii rabotnikov rayonnikh gazet). Ag an example of what not to do, the

author cites the case of the Vyselkovsky Rayon, (Krasnoder Krai), Partg chief

who declared that "“there will be no harm in cleosing the paper for a few days"

(ne budet nikakoi bedy, esli na neakolko dney zekryt gazetu) and sending thesditor

to participate in an economic drive. Another fault of the rayon dailies, according

to the author, isg that they devote much too little space to Party life, and are generally

ngrey and dull" (serie, skuchnie). In many newspapers, it is claimed, Party themes

(partiynie temy) are treated briefly and superficially, while in others they are seldom

even referred to. .

MISCELLANEOUS

5
An unusual TASS item (to Europe, Feb. 27) informs its listeners abroad of %he solemn
service that took place at the Moscow Patrierchal Church in honor of St. Alexius Day.
The Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia, Alexius, who officiated, was congratulated
by t..e Moscow faithful "on the day of his engel." This item was not heard on the hdme
gervice.

The first combine harvester in the world weas invented by a Russian engineer

A.R. Vlagenko 10 years before the appearance of the first American harvester,
according to Academician Danilevsky (Mar. 5). The Americans are seid to have merely
“copied the Russian invention."
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