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1. Prisonars were transported in unvenlilated cattle cavs with mno protection
£rom the 40° winter weather. There was an average of ) peopls 1a cach
ib~tom ear. Daily rations consistel of 220 gr. of biscuit, 50 gr. of salted
bacon, and one teaspcon of sugar, Mo water was furnished; vhen prisoners
called for if, guards would come into the cars, beat and kick the peop. , and
inelte their doge to take awny what food they hed, Told the cars contalned
Garmans, the population cursed the ririsoners and threw stones. In each oar
there ware informers who conducted Investigations during the one-month.
journey. . .

The Camp

2. Upon arrival at a destinatior priscners always had to walk o few miles o
the camp, often through deep snow, swrrounded by guards eand dogs. Comps .
umally consisted of badly oad hurriedly bullt barracke Anfosted with bedbugs.
Straw was vsed 1n lleu of blankets, Ofton there was no weber in the camp,
“ In these casoe it would hava to be brought in on sledghs pulloed hy six to
slght men for a dlstance of two kdlemeters. Washing was out of the question.

3. Camps nesr the mines wore well off for fuel ap everyone would bring o plece
of codl from work. In ofier camps fuel had to be brought in sieighs pwlled
by men. "Fleeb cervice® in huge vats was done 38 a penclty for bad vork or
lask of diseipline. In one of the camps (Mumber 9/283) {the cgmmanding officer, -
a Captain Floryneki, crsated a spesinl brigede of former AK L Aranja Trojova,
or Home Army offieorg/ for this £ilthy tank. :

‘Food and Wox nditienn
4o Twico o dsy, in thn ‘worning and evening, prisoners recelved tiree-quarters of

a liter of asoup from zviten cabbage leaves and other euch vegetables, thres to .

four spoonfuly of kasha, and €00 groms (ong: kilogran 4f vorking in the mines)
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of bread. Once a month they got a half kilogram of sugaer. Most of the

fat, flour, meat, and crnned atuffs received at the camp was eaten bty the
camp administrators; very 1itile reached the prisoners. In the spring,

vhen no cabbage wes left, they boiled thistles and nettles. To awvoid
complete emaciation the irmmates sold whatever was left of their belonglngs,
stole at their vorking posts, and made all sorts of thinpe to sell. In that
vay they helped each other to survive. There were some doctors (also Poles)
but facilities were so inadequate and mediecines go scarce that sickness was
a ha]j»dit.t Tuberculosis, dierrhea, preumonia, and sciatica were particvlarly
prevalent, ;

5 Daily worldng hours ranged from eight hours in the mines to ten Hours in
the buildings. Pay varied from 100 to 3GO rubles a month. Some of the mine
workers received premiums to encourage greater output-~s.g., one Xilogram of
breed (20 - 30 rubles), one kilogram of potatoes (6 ~ 16 rubles), cne liter
of milk (12 ~ 25 rubies), one egg (7 = 10 rubles), one kilogram of bacon
(?50-."..50 rubles), These prices varied with the seascns and e appearence
of items on the free market. ' S

Event er G ‘s 8 ndex

6. VWhen the fighting stopped prisohers expected to he relaaeed,'bnt' not until
Sep 45 did ary return to Poland, Those remaining were mostly social and
political workers, AK officers, or German sples.

7. On 27 Dec 45 a second transport left from - Stalinogorsk.. Food became scarcer

?  and fat or meat non-existont. In the spring of 46 the authorities received
orders to favor the Germans, who were given the stotus of guards. Though
anarmed, they could bhe distinguished by white bands on thoir sleeves. This
scandalized the local population who from then on became friendlier toward
“the prisoners. The administration of the camp was.also turned over to the
Gormans. The suthoritlies explained that this was because they planned to L
send all the Poles home, keeping only the Germans. In Jun 46 about 150,
mostly AKX officers, were selected and sent east, probably to Kazan, urider very
strong escort. ' :

Return to_Polepd

8. On 15 Jun another transport of about 2,000 people, mostly Poles who had served
in the German Army or Germans vho Imew Polish, was put together, This group
‘went to Stalinogorsk and then to Brzesc wliere a Polish Government delegate
took over. ¥rom Brzesc they were taken to a camp in Milgein near Wloclawck
for ecreening. All except 350 collaborators were sent home. But many Poles .
8t1ll remained in Sovlet campa. o '

Tri. m k_to Wioel

9, Dostruction between the Ustawaja ctation and Baranovieze is widespresd. Stations, ‘
bridges and cltles are completely destroyed and only a few villagec have survived,
The fiolds are mostly wnplowed and gracs is high on vhet vere battlefields.
Betwoen these ans does sce strips of land with very poor crops on them. Along
the track there are whole German factories on railroad cars. On the side of
the tracks uncovered machinery is dumped sloppily %o rot away. Sors things,
naturally, are being carried awvay by the local population. .

10, At the Katyn stetion prisoners tried to got the "kelchozmiki" who hod_spent the

whole var there tw talk about Polish officers murdeve: in Kozia Gom[ ozia Glovy 2
They would look sround fearfully to see if anyons was watching or listening and
then vithout a word would leave. The place is mow guarded by the Soviet Army

.and no one can go there, : : '
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11, At Rrasnaja prisoners saw & man in a Polish major!s wniform walking up and
doym vith an o0ld bearded kolchosnik. When they spoke to the officer in
Polieh he did not understand.

12. From Smolonsk onvard crowds of wemen would board the train, hanging on the
buffers end gitting ‘on the roof. They would gv as far as Brzese to get -
bread and potatoes which:they would take back home. The diffevence on the .
Polish side of the frontier was notlceable. There the fields were tilled, = -
the houses clean, end at the stations women came and sold bread, butter, = :
gausages, niik, and cheese.

Other Soviet Camps

13, In many camps in the Stelinogorsk region thers are still about 1,500 Poles,
mived with Germans. In Mar 46, 5,500 Poles, -including 4 AK genersls and
700 AKX officers, were still in a large cemp ab Eazan. Most of them probably
are still there. .

Disposition of the Soviet Populstion

14. After the war ended: there wae great disillusiomment. Thls vas especlally
true among the Soviet soldiers who had been treated unjuetly. Repatriated
from the west, they were placed in workera' batalllons vhere the diseipline
was very stiff. Their food was no better than that of the Polish prisoners!
but their working noxme were higher. Intelligent elements and officexs often
also worked in the camps. VWhen they were teken from Germany they were told
tell tales about the future. Thus they are now £illed with hatred. “or the
authorities. They sow discontent and a vhispering campalgn against vho regime
is going on. They work lazily and sloppily, and often there is sabotage, with
destruction of tools and muteriel and stealing. Politically they are a very
conscious clement. Anti~Semitism 1s strong among them, '

15, During the summer and autumn of 45 robber bands started roaming the countay.
In the Stalinogorsk region a few higher officers of the NKGB were murdered.
Rumors among the locel population are eagerly hunted and received. They see
their only ealvation in a war between the USSR on one side and the US and
Great Britain on the other.- All are convinced that nowhere else )1 the world
. 4s 1ife as bad es in the USSR. The reputation of the US is immense. During
the war the population saw meny US goods vhose quality was far superdor to
Ruspian. The Soviet masses ave drawn to the picture of the US, with the free~
dom and wealth of its citizens. It is herd to conceive that the USSR could
. push itc mosses against the US as they were able to stir them against the N
" Germanse ; )

16. Those who were in Poland speak well of the Poles., In 1946 Soviet efforts to
croate hatred of Britain could be seen. This campalgn was intensified in the
press and redio after Churchill's Fulton, Missourd speech. During this time
tre masses 1ived in the ccuviction thet wer was imminent. They prayed for it.
When a plane appearsd on tha borizon, they looked aagerly to see if it was a
foreign one. The psople sew that sbat the USSR had been Telll.s them for years
was all lies. : . 5 :

17. Poverty, *:rror, and injustico are on ihe increase. The 1945 crops zamainod in
" the Pields not owly bocause of the mempower shoriege but bseause of the hatyred
of the "kolchozniki” who receive oo 1%ttle grain for thelr hard works Thoy
have to steal fyom the State allotmeats in order to live, Primitive metheds
produce very smell ercps even from the very rich.lands. There 18 a severe shortage
of livestock. particularly horses and cattle. In 1946 prices continued to climb;

. the only drop was in clothing and shoes vhich were hrought back by returning
R ] uh\o hed to sell them for food. -
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