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chrervations, ocomsionally supplementad by reminiecences of other partiaane which
orpearad in the Soviet monihlics, Znamys (Ho. 4, 1946) and October (Noo. 1-2, 3-4,

1046) . f
I, THS BRGINNING OF THK WAR

The outbroek of the war was 8o unozpeotod to tho eutire couatry both in its

Torms and 1ts tempos, that the Amy Command and the local pacty and Joviet
suthoriting wore thrown into utter confusion &nd had no time %o geriously plan
and orgenize the psopls for the coming strucgle bohind the anewy 2inem. The
panic was g0 great that all the lacal leaders thought only of escaping before

the Germans came. Only in a omall aumber of digtricts Aid tho Digtrict Commiitees

. of the party. soting on their own initiative, leave Dohind ceriain party menbors

=7 work im the rear of the eneny.
' wltu each othor, and drawing s part of the population inte the work, orgauiged
. tigating units. N .

Yhoese party menders later established contosts

fimilarly, & aumber of the losal offices of the HKTP®) had not hod timo o leave
taolr agents dehind. Eowever, even agents who remained bohind did net play any
aitive role, but lived quietly through the cccupation, sonfiniig themseive; to
oompiling blacklists of all persors wko had 4 any Beasurs Geoporated with the
Gormeag. Z2ut sometimes these sgenis aldod pacple who arrived Zrom tho other side
¢ the front and holpaed them to contact "roliadle patziote.®

Uz tha whole, the appearenss in the onemy’s rear of numvercus armed peagsant grousps
Garing the early menths of the war wae a purely spontancous phenomencn. Hany of
iheso groups, moreaver, were little mors than eimple bandit gunge. Bagicelly,
the greups conslgtad of young peasante, coldiers who eocapod into the Poroat
after their wnits wore surrounded, and slza of psoplo who esv en oppartmity for
looting and -enricbment tn the prevailing chaoe. Only wnlts which wore Joinesd by
the looal intellectuala, such ge cehool teachers and agrononists, engagod ia
etruggle agalnst the ansmy by moans of diversionary aots, sabotmge and terroriem,
They obteined arms i'rom ¢ho Tetrensingz arny, Wt these arms were vory primitive
oand wgeful only for- small-scalos attacka on houses vhera the Germans engnged in
dzinking bouts, <8 euali shorohouses and on Gormac soldiars who hed accidentally
siroyed from their units. All these acts were conducted by the guerrillas

¢a their own, without any lesderchip and without coordination betroen the

®) The present Ministry of tho Intorior wss lmown as tho HEKVD up to Navch, 1946,
"Both designations are used in this report. -
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various detachmants. There wers even cases when the detachments, meeting
ia the forests, open fire upon cack other, puspesting a trap on the part
of the Germans, - ' .

Deppita the nolsy propaganda in the press, the government did not ‘regard
these patriots in the enemy!s rear as & sorious forge, especimlly sinece
it had no contact with then and thorefore could not direct their activi-
tis0. ~ Howover, this spontaneous reeistance movement convinced the gowvern-
meat that there were people on tha other eide of the fighting lines who

‘might be of considuréble wvalue in the fight apainst the Gernans and who

might holp in diversionary activity and in destroying ememy communications

+Af they were contacted and directed through trusted agenta. By this tixe -

tho command decided to osend a large numbor of loyal persons as diversionists
for the demolition of those bridges and strategic points mhich tha retroat~
ing army had not had time to blow up and which were now provine of great

‘value to the Germans as means of commmication with their distant bases.

It was also docided to use the detachments active in the rear to help theszs
diversionists in their work. '

II. (4] OF. SC| T
Sgo 0 »_Sp S .

Townrd the end of July and in August, 1941, a call for wolunteers went out
to the Comsomol youth in the war factories and schools. The volunteers
wers to Y2 pent to districts under Gorman occupation for dynamiting and )
terrorist work. Party and Comsomol colls were instructed to leunch an in-

" teusive propaganda campalgn and arouse patriotism in order to attract the

largest possible numboer of voluntgors. And their number was great indeed,

In the Dzerzhineky district alone (there.ars 22 such districts in Loscow)
1100 volunteers registerad in response to the call, nnd tho total for Hoscow
excoaded 10 thousand. All the voluntsers were memters of ths party and the
Comsomol, botween the ages of 18 and 28, with at least 7 years of eolementary
school education. They regarded this dangerous work as somothing intorcsting
end romantic, and many were also prompted by preforance for diversionist work
to service at the front, to which they were subject in any case in wiew of

‘thelr age and which seomsd to them much mors dangerous.

A1l the registramte were carefully screened by organs of the NKVD, which °
questionsd eech applicant about his entire family, his peronts! occupations
boforo the revolution, the possible existence of relativen abroad, and so
forth. The answers were then checked with the files of the NKVD, and only

one tenth of the reglstrants war accepted for sccrot assignments, while the
rest wore told to awmit tge second call, - .

The author of the present report kmows of only two schools in existemce at
that time in loscows a school for scoute, and a school for diversionists.
Both were under the juriediction of HKVD departuments and were under martial
law, Thess schools were located in.the "Dynamo" Stadium, on the Leaingrad
highway, in the Patrovak Park, which belonga to the Linistry of the Interler °
and which was closed tc public sports £rom the first days of the war. There
the volunteors, selected according to their political reliebility, wews sub-
Jocted to thoruugh medical examination. The physical requiremcnts were very
high; in addition to native physical endowments, they included athletic train-~
ing, ondurance and tenacity, Theso requirements were angwered most:olneely by
profoscional athletes, as well as the studonts of speciel sport instiintes and
tochnical schoole. Consequantly, the athlotes cuaprised 25+28% of the total
numbor of persons salccted for training at the schools, "

Applicants who passed the modicel tests wore given nilitary uniforns amd ai-
signed to dormitorios and school auditoriums seot up for thom on tho stadium
grounds, They were divided into sections and plat~ons, designated as cor-
nunications sections, ascout platoons, dynaniting companies, and so forth, -
according to thoir tasks. Tho 300<hour training prograa (30 school days of

ton houxs ecach) wers devoted to the following studies: a) topographby and
orlentation by the compass and natural tokens; b) radio coamnication; o) o
explosives and their usss in diversion; d) nilitary intelligence and osplonage,
and the systen of their organimation in the rear; o) weapons and their use; ’
£) oryptography and codes; g) signnlling by bird-songs; h) current events and
the political character of the rear. Those subjects wera taught by. profoessors
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of the regular military schuols of the Iinistry of the Interlor and certain
specislists from the Military Academics. Sincoe in solecting the studmts
proference was given to persons with high-echool or collegs education, the
program consisted of brief conrses in theory and subsgequant emphasis on s
practice. ' o a .

Every morning all students were put through intensive physical trzining: run--
ning, jumping, grenade-throwing, overcoming obstacles and weight-lifting. These
were followed by breakfast. Then four hours of uninterrupted theoretical
studiea, : After lunch the students engaged in practical studies in orientation
and tepography, camouflage, organization of diversions and other subjects. ,
For this they took trips to the country, vhere there were natural objectives, ,
and learnt their subjects by practice under the guldance of the instructora.

On their return, they were again assembled in the auditorium, whers they were

" given lectures in current events, taught how to select the people they could

depond on bebind the German lines and how to judge the degree of thelr trust-
vorthiness. In the evenings they studled radio. _

Thirty days proved insufficient for the entire program, and the term was ex-
tended by another 12 days. After they mastered their subjects, the studenta
were given a shorl course in parachute junping and were dropped two or three
times from the training planes, The final examinations were held before high-
ranking members of the Ministry of the Interior, and the graduation cersmeny
vas attended by the 2nd Secretary of ths lloscow Party Organization, Popov, who
duliversd e long sposch which wae meant to inspire the future diversionists to
solf=sacrificing work for party and peoplo... .

The next otop was the formatdon of detachments. The commanders appointed to
lead them wore communista of long party experience and irroproachable past,

. who had distinguished themselves in their work by initiative, courage, and
. loyalty %o the party. Inasmuch as the bapic tasks of these dotachments con-

sisted of diversion and reconnaissence, it was preforred that the commander

be a person with technical training or a specialist in military-espionnge ro-
connaissance, according to the aimp with which the detachments were belng sent
to the raar. As a rule, they were dlgo volunteers who requested the Central
Comnitties of the Party in loscow to assign thom to this type of service. After
a caroful checking of their records by the NKVD, the entire material on them
s gent to the Central Committeo of the Party, which finally approved each
detachment commandor and assigned him to a district of operations, The poiiti~
cal commissars for the detachmont~ were chosen from among party and Soviet -
leedors who had managed to encaps from the dietricte they dirented befora Che
oceupation and vho were thoroughly familiar with the terrain of the area where
the detachment wes belng sent and with the local people with whom they would
have to deal. In addition to these, the posts of commissar were given to party
vorkers of the Moscow organizational apparatus who had served before the war as
instructors, propagendista, lecturers, and vho had wide party experience and an
unblemished pust. The detachment commander and the commissar selscted thoir
people in tho school, having come to know them during the menth and a half of
com:on study and choosing those who, thoy felt, satisfied the alleround require-
ments. . g

The dotachments conaisted of 40 to €0 psople; these vore divided intc 2 communi~

“cations section, a scout squad, a mine-layars' and dynamiters' squed, a sharp-

shootors' squad, and a quartermaster, The command consisted of 3 uvr 4 persons;
tho commander, the commissar, and the chief nf staff, Thus, for instance, the
detachment undor the enginoer Lynkov, who became knowm among the partisans as
"Batya" ("Daddy™) and later bac.me famous throughout Russie and was awarded the
Order of Horo of the Soviot Urdon, consistad of 54 persons; 16 radio men, 2
nurses~radio perators, 5 scuuts, 12 specialists-dynamiters, 1 quartermaster,
and the rest - privates. O0f the latter, 12 wore profosslonal athletes and for-
mer mombors of sports organizations or students of sports schools., Each group
of this detachment formed a nection or squad, which was led by a group~commander
subjoct te the detachment commander.

‘Practically all the detachments wero tianeported to tho Gersan rear in Septembor

and the begloning. of October, 1941. They wore transported by the Division of
long-renge tombers T3-3, which wore also loaded with explesives, arms, radio-
apparatus, instrumonts, ammunition, canned foods, medical supplies, ote. Thus,
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Lynlztov'a dotachmont was tranaported by 7.planes with a total carrying eapaoify
of 0 tonﬂo . !

IIL.

The moat suitable points for partisan activity are forssted areas where it is
both casy to hide and to set up entire diving camp;’. The landings were there-
fore made in such areas, including the Bryansk forests, the Bakhmach diatrict,
Sumy, ' Zhitomir, Shepotovka., In addition, these points wers situated near
strategin communication lines and important railrosd junctions thromgh nhich
passed a largs part of the German treop end ammnition transports. About 50%
of all the diversionists were dropped in the area of the Bryansk forests, from

“ahoro they subsequently wade their way to their assigned points.

Tihat wore the assignments met before thepo detachmants? Their first tack was -
to £ind in these arems ths people who had been left behind by the communist :
organigations for underground work, to establish 1iaisen with them, and with

their aid to find loyul patriots willing to launch a struggle against the Gore

man occuparts. Whora no psople had beon loft by the organisation, the dotach-

ment coumanders wers advized to contact the chairmen of the kolkhozes or villege

‘soviets, village commmnists, teachers, young agronomists graduated from Sovist

institutes, and kolkhos activiats. Hewever, they were to confine their contacts
only to party members. Thore were many such party members left in tho villages,
and the Germans did not molest them up to the day of their retreat, It is true
that many commmnists began to ardently collaborate with the Germans, soms to
save their zkins, others for political considerations; the new arrivals there-
fore had to be careful in approaching even these people, and to reveal them-
solves only after carefully checking their trustvorthinogs. The checked and se-
lected people were to bo added to the ditachment and also utilized for esplonage
and intelligence. As spies it was resommended to use young girle who studied in -
the ten-year scheols or worked in the district governzent bureaus. Only nexbers
of thg Consomol wore to be usad in this work, Their task wae to maintain friend-
ships wWith Russians who went Anto German service and with Germans themsalves,
from vhom thoy wers to cbtain information as to the plane of the local garrison
units; they wore alao chargoed with watching the romds over which passed the Gore
men mobile unita, to strilko up friendships with German soldiers billeted mearby
and obtain all avallable information from them, R

After the detachwent augmentod its ranks from among the local population and
creatod a network of spies and scoute;, it wma ready to atart action. But the
first requirement was tho maintensnce of liaizon with the front and with the
contor of diversionist work in Moscow, which was later transformed into the

-Staff of the partisan movement. The instructions were that the center was to

bo informed of all actions, all successes and failures of the detachment and all
plans, and that no wuction was to bo underteken without previous approval from .

. the center. Horoover, all data obtained by the agents concerning troop movements

and arpament were to bo immediately relayed to the staff of the front sector

where 1t took placo.

Moscow generally noeded information on what was taking place behind the enemy

lines, for without such knowledge it was difficult to make any strategic plans.
The commanders were also ordersd to report about all the groups and detachmeats
active in the rear, so that the canter might be able to £i11 the numerous blank
spots on its maps. Such blank spots abounded up to 1943, and frequently people

- pont from the centor to these areas fouud whole armed detachmonts which they mise

took for groups of German provocateurs and from which they fled. For instance,
the diversionist Zabelcv, sont to the Bakhmach district in 1942, was told that
he wwould £ind there only armed enemies, and no friends; in reality, savernl par-
tisan detachments werc operating thero, frequently attacking the Germars.

" The objectivor of diversionist activity included railroad bridges, stations,
Junctionn, traffic bridges over rivers, arms and ammunition depots, troop bar-
racks, offlcora! cluba, motlon picture theaties, single automobiles, ets. In
actions ondangoring tho 1ife of the dynamiter himself, it wae recommended that
a local person be used, so that the group sent from tho conter might be pressrved
iﬂtﬂcta .
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Baeides military strategie tasks, there were also political ones. It was necoss-’
ary to 1aoti) 4in:the population faith that the Red irmy’ would soen return to thwse
arsas, that the Joviet Governkent was still strong and capable.of winning the war.
Thoso uho had lost this faith and entered into collaboration with the enomy were
to be ruthleesly puninhed, proforably hanged in the villages as an example fo
others mbo hed not yet gone 1ato German service. : o

The finsl paragraph of the instructicns stated that it was impossible to foresee
a1l conditions under which the detachments would have to werk; tha% new, unex-
pooted objactiver night be discoversd on the spot, and that such situations
called for initiative, couragas, dscision and readiness to sacrifice all for the
fatherland. Incidentally, in order to make suro of such loyalty and eacrificial
zoal, each dstachment was asgigned 3 or 4 agents who remainod unknown even to ths
comnander; these agents were instructed to quioctly eliminate ali who deviated
from the required standards, '

Finnlly, the diversioniets wers landed. And horo suddenly everything proved un-
oxpocted and fraught with difficulty. For most of the dotachmenta wsre dropped
Uithin a radius of 150-200 kilometers from thoir objectives. Those vho wers to
be dropped cvar Bakhmach found themeelves near Bryansk.., The landing operations
ware. conducted.- at night, vhen the pllote could not correct their coursze by the
lay of the land but had to make their computatioas blindly, by their instrumsmts,
As a rosult of the pllot's error by 2:dogress, the detachment commander Lynkov
found himself 100 km. from his objective, uticrly alone; it took him six mon

to apdenble & part of his dotashment end set to work. '

In eddition to this initial difficuvlity, the emtire occupied territory proved-full
of surprisece. Thors was prouvably no other country under German occupation which
hed such chace, treason, collaboration with the enemy, so many difforent trends
and greupings as existed 4n Russiz cud especially in the Ukraine, There wore the
followers of Benderov and of Vlessov, nationalists, Ukrainian sesparatists, cossack
patriots, plain bandits, and so on. It would require a saparate report to analyse
all tho movoxents and trends among the Ruseiaen populaticn in occupled aroae during
the var years in order to see how sbsurd are the assertions of the Soviet leaders
that the country is a monolithic union of all nationslities, As a result of the
var, 5 republics have boen lliquidated (only 3 were mentioned in the official pruss),
over 35% of tho population of the other republics which hed beon under occupatiom
had been deportad to Siberia, and numborless traitors have bean shot in maso exe-
catlons. Tho proscat author, who moved westward with the arnmy, saw with his own’
gyes the punishment moted out to the Ukrainian population by NKVD troops. NKVD
units folloved the advancing front aund, broaking into each populated point, hanged
the leaders and carried out mass arreste of ‘all who wers in any measure involved
in collaborationist activity, In the winter of 1944-1945 the jaila of the Ukrelne

were tursiing with prisonoers, vho had to be sent to Siberia on foat, without shoes,
gaaded by the constant blews of rifle-butts.

Xt was neceseary to mention thosc facta in order to make clear the actual situa-
flon in which tho diversionists found themsalves upon being dropped from tha
‘Planes, Wandering in the forost in search of his comrades, division commander
Lynkov had. severul times stunbled upon forest partisans who took him edther for
a German provocatour or for an agent of the NKVD. Onco he met two membors of 4
detachment of "oltrushentzi® (soldiers of armiés which had beon surrounded by

- German troops and had scattercd in the forest to escape capture). Loarning that

they were formor Red ‘Army soldlers, he was overjoyed and asked their help in
carrying out his mission. But the soldiers nearly killod him when they heard
that ho had Just arrived from loscow, declering that they occupied themselvos
with brigandago and had no intention to defend tho bankrupt govesnment. '
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In tho samo forest there was another detachment, whose aima were closer to thowe:
of Lynicov, then he met them, they did not beliove that he had been sent by Loscow;":
vhich, in their opinion, had no time just then to think of mich dintant places; in
the rear. To test his identity, they esked him what was Stalin's birthplace, :Ho
named a city in the Caucasus, but ane of the goldlers declaered that Stalin was born
in Gorky, near Moscow. Again he was about to be shot, dut vas ablo to escape once .
more, And only vhen he bogan a search in the villages for former activists from .
the party cells, did he find people whc bolieved his documente and caths, These "
pecple helped him to find his comrades, and Lynkov began to carry out his diver-:
sionary activities. He chose villuges situated in a romoto area adjoining the:
forest, whers no Germans had as-yot set foot, announced the mobilization of all 7~

hencaforth thoy muld be regarded as partisan-miliaviamen called up to fight the ...i=d
Gormans, Soon afferwards, vhen the detachment incrossed.to 200 nen, they aset to
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work. They attaecked the distriet center, blow up small bridges, broke into
stations and dynamited entire ammmnition trains, ettacked village police sta- ,
tions and killsd the polico "traitors" (during the occupation all police unite -
consisted of Ruseians), , \ C

; 25,. Wost of the detachments underwent similar exporiences, and thoy vaere all oa~

¢ . ganiged in the rear in the same mamner.  Hany of the groups, failing to amasm= - .
ble their own -members, joined other detachments. The largest partisan units, ;
under Kovpak, who was twice decorated with the Order of Hero of the Soviet
Unien and later raised to the rank of Kajor General, sbsorbsd tho greatest num-
ber of such groupa. Kovpak himself, who had organizod his detachmsnv on his
own initiativo 4uring tho very f£irst months of the war, evincud great abilitles
in organigation and leadership of mon and shoved himself to bo & cunning and
couragoous .gnorrdlla.- His fame soon reached Lioscow, which began to eend him
nany people trained in special scheols, as well as ammnition and othor suppliens

_ necdsd Iin his work. .

26, Theso large detachments were svon given more important assignmentis. In 1942

< .Stalin hinaelf received some commanders of. partisan detachments and set them
various tagks, Kovpak was ordered to make a raid on the right bank of the
Dnieper and there try to disorganigé the whole German rear. Others wers in-
structed to remain near the front and directly aid the fighting Red Army by
means of diversions hampering the transport of ammunition and men for the Gar-
man Army. Howewer, this took place in 1942, vhem the partisan movonments wae
brought under the jurisdiction of s special central staff which diracted all
the schools and the men behind the German 1ines. But more of this later.

27, The NKVD rotained its own epy systom and its own diversionists, who formed ne de- v
tachments, but acted with especial secrecy and by themselves, reporting only te
Hosmcow, It algo retained jurisdiction over the series of schools which trained
these diversionists. Ono of these schools, which is of special inferest, was the
gchool for tomen scouts. : :

|a' large group
of young womsn, who wers boing sent to the enemy!s rear fer cesplonage and intelli-
gonoe' sork. A large shipment of automatic parachutes arrived at the airfield
! . vwhers our unit was stationed, and soon afterwards the girls arrived by train.
Aftar one or two training juaps from low heights, thoy were taken to the German
rear. They were divid>d into small groups of 5 or 6, undor thé leadership of
axperionced NKVD workera. hey were " 925X1
rocrnited in July or August, s 1I01 & . oy were all )
merbers of the Comsomol, came from werking-class families, and dietinguisbed them '
aelves by thoir dlscipline and loyalty to the Soviet Govornment, All those se-
}ecied had excollent recommendations from their party or Compomol cella, mad ware
admittad to;the school for scouts aftor careful scroening by the NEVD and the medi~
- coxmission, Thers wers several such schools in lloscow, and. they were housed
+he bulldings of the regular high-schools, a nmumber of whigh were closwd te
" 4hoir formor students and placed at the disposal of the Viar Finistry and-the NKWD,;
25X1 | |the 73rd and the 141st Scheols in Eoscow,

25X 1 28,

"29. In the reconnaissance schools the. girls mere put through a 3-montha‘ course of
study; the curriculum inocluded Germam, radio and communication, codes, weapens,
(revolver and grenada) and their use, military documents and their:significange,
current events and ethlotic exerciges., They were taught by professore from the
special NXVD schools and some specialisto in radic-commmnication from the lilitary
Acadony and the Intelligence Division of the Gemeral Staff, -

30. On graduating, all students gave their solomn ceth and signature to reveal nothing
of vhat they had been taught at tho school and to faithfully perform all tasks cet
before them. To further guarantee their loyalty, hosteges remained in Hoscow in
the porsons’ of thuir parents ard relativos. Thease scouts were dropped over the
districts of Rzhow, Velikire Luki, Smolewsk, Kurak, Belgorod, Kharkov, etc. They

_wore to mork in the German officers' clubs and restaurants, and some of them were
to enter tho Gorman brothels; the latter were distinguished by.boauty ard gay tem~
poremonts, They showed 1ittle galety, however, after they wors lended, apd on

25X - l Imro thon half of
thea wero cought by the Germans and perished., Some of them lost tholir courage and
. " weTe oliminated (shot) by their own agents, and only 25-30% managed to establish
v contacts with Germons and obtain some information. 4s a rule, they hecans the
; nistresses of commandanta, rear officors, clud manegors, etc., and actid through
25X1. thom, Of the oix girla| knly e returned; one was kllled in
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the fall, one was captured by.the Germans, ono was shol by tho reprosentative o*
the NEVD :(she had been raped by the Jermans, bacame insane and began to "talk®);
cno wag killed by the Gormans during the retreat, then the head of the _group was
ceuR.'t, and only ons lived to return. : : . o

Cne of the girls from the same aéﬁopl » nickna. ‘3 "Haline", killed the commandant

“'over the eatire Byelorussiaj she - off his head end brought 1t 4n a aack to tho -

pertinans. To avenge this act, the Germans shot 15,000 inhabitants of the eity

. of liingk, and thorefora *Belina’.recoived no rewards or honors for a long time,
. Aftormards the Gormans raiced a nolsy campaign concorning the Soviet policy of
"'sending young girls as spies into Brothele, and the policy was appq:gntly disgon-

tinued, ’
V. EXPANSION OF THE PARTISAN EOVEKEN]

In the beginning of 1942, the gaps 4in the map of the German rear rapidly began.to
£111 up. The parachutists sent to these areas redioed the results of their ree
connaissance which indicated that approximately 1200 guerrilla detachments were
active behlnd the cnemy lines (this figure is taken from the reminiscemces of one
of tho scouts). This convinced tho government of the necessity to seriously uti-
lize these detachments by sending them experienced and relimble Paople who wouwld
asouze leadership and direct their activities in the required channele. By this
fime, Stalin eignod an order croating a Central Staff of the Partisan mevement.
Barshal Voroshilov was appointed Commander in Chief, and Ponomarenko {leader of
the Byelorusaion Communists) was nemed Chief of Staff. They were placed in oharge

‘of the partisan detachments and the achools which were $raining new contingente

- of reinforcements. All detachments which had radios and maintained commmication

with Lomcow wors given new ciphors and codss, which were henceforth to be used 1n

~ orders from the center snd in raports that the partisans were o send daily to the

stalf headquarters rogarding their work. Tho staff also bogan to assign the de-
tachnents various operational tasks ocordinated with tho neods of the fronts.. To
asaist in tho executlon of thepe missions the staff sent the partisane ammunition,
cxplosives, arms, men, clothing and food., Different detachments pooled their
energles to budlding landing strips in the fields for the heavily loaded "Douglases®
which brought supplies from Loscow and took back the wounded and the various docu~

. ments captured from the Germane.

22.

” ‘.

1he wark of the dotachments was becoming more orgzaniged and effective. Tholr chief
objectives were railread lines, junctions and bridges. The Bryansk railrosd junc-
tion alone was the meens of a concentration of 80 dotachmonts organised into &
single partisan centor., Each detachment, howsver, had a strictly deflned’ "sphare
of influence", in which it blew up entire transports of supplies and German troops.
Tho Germans perfocted the technique of rebuilding blasted lines, bringing theo ro=
pair time down to 8 or 10 hours, but they newer succeedod in organizing any effoc=

" tive mothod of fighting the diversionists. The luttoer were scattered nnd camau-

fliged in the impenetrable depths of the Bryansk forests, whence thoy dispatched

at night small groups of mon to differsnt sections of tho roilroad, and whence they
could not be driven cut by any "combing" of the forast. And the larger doteckaents,
such as Lynkov's, which then counted more than 250 porocons, acted in squads of five,
which were sent far from their basa for long periods, and with which infrequent con-
tact wae paintained, mainly for the purposs of supplying them with oxplosives.

In iddition to.these detachments,.thore appearred new groups of diversicidst:s, or-
gaalgsed Ly the commands of the warious fronts on their own initiative, Theso vare
eithor left behind 4n the retreat or carried across the front lines by planen.’
lioat of the membors of these groups were scouts vho had undergone & ten-dey train-
dug gourse before belng sent to tho rear, This course dealt with only one subjects
military intelligence and divorsion in the rear. Thus, in June 1942, im the reglon
of tho Bryangk forests, on the "emall land", 130x170 kn. 4in ares and balonging to .
particans, there landed the group of Pajor Virshigora, who subsequontly took aver
comand of Kovpak!s legondary division. The group-was sent by the Bryanek fromt
for purposos of reconnaiseance and diversion. The instructions read to them boefors
they worn sent off to thn enemy's rear warned tber to rofrain from all contacts
with tho population and mat to reveal themavlvos, cince the area smrmed with
traitors. This group had ite own agents, who kept watch 2/ hours a day at the ap- -
proaches to railread stetions and reported to the front intelligence on all passing
tranaports. Not having sufficiont strength for an attack upon the station, they
demolishiod a1l the approaches to it, orsating a tie-up, thon radloed back for plpacs.
Virshigora's group conaisted of a company of scouts and two women radio operaters;

_ in August, 1942, they all joined Kowpak's detachaent,

‘O
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This arparience was shared by othor groups dropped behind the Germen 1ines by the

Russian fronts.: Only a small percentage mado their way back to thelr units across
the froat linos, and' ths rest joined various guerrille detachaents,

In the =middle of tho suamer of 1942 tosoow decided to wend o large dotachment far .
into the rear - to the right bank of the Dnieper, vhere thore vas relatively 1ittlae
resistanco to the Germans and nhers many had begun te accept the aeccupation and
collaborate with the enemy, . :

The Commanders of the large detachments were called to a conference in Moscow, In
addition to the legendery Kovpak, thers came Saburev - the hero of the Bryansk
forqsts, Smelyutin - commandor of & 650-man dotachment; Duka, Pokroveky end others.
Tioy were generously rewarded, showered with gifts and received by Stalin himpelf.
He encouraged them, thanked them for their valuable help, and then began to dis-
eucs new tasks, The large detachments wers advised to continue thoir work in the
sots spirit, expanding into districtz further west. But Kovpak®s detachment wap
orderesd to make a larga-lcnloomid on the right boundary of the Ukrains, to cap-
turs 2 part of liestern Ukraine and reach the Carpathlans. By this.time Kovpek's
@otachment, 5000 strong, consisted of 4 subdivisionz of 8 companies each, with
scout squads, miners' sectioms, ard a quasrterzaster corps. The first dattalion
al.co had a sapper platoon and a radio-juaction, ‘

In September this large military unit started out, and in November it mado a forced

march across the Dniepor, The appearance of this division was so swiden and effac-

tive, that the population bogen to talk about a bresk~through of the front by the ]

Red Army, and some people broke into panic flight. iTherever the detachment passed,

1t looted German depots and distributed the food to the population, hanged all police

and all Ukrainian traitors, and did ovorything poesihle to win over tho people ~ o
such was Stalin's order. It aleo destroyed numerous commnications and Junctions. :

'The most brilliecat oporation was its epashing of the Sarna Cross (a junction of
mony railroads and highways connecting with Kiov, Rovno, Baranovichi, ete.); around

the olty of Samma 1tself, the detachment blew up all the bridges and large sections
of the roads. Small groups detailed by the detachment put on police armbangr. » broke
into villages and l:11led all Traitors. Many of the Russian mayors appointed by the
Gormane came of their omn wiil » Pleading their guilt and offering thelr sarvices;
sore of them were hanged and soms, thoroughly intimidated, wero left in their places,
But by this time, at the begianing of 1943, the Germans had dewsloped the poldoy of

. uplpg Russisne. for fighting in the rear. They assembled voluntoers from the prisoner-

3.

40.

of-mar camps for cossack detachments to do garrison duty in the rear, There proved
to bo a great number of voluntesrs (wost of them bitter enenlos of the Soviat Govern~
wemt), and they diatinguished themselves by unbelievable eruolty to the partisans
who dieturbed thoir current prosperous and fres oxistence. The volunteers dngluded
middle-rank officers who had graduated from Soviet achools, Moscow workers, ‘cossacks,

_arel many of the various nationals Who had served in the Red Army and voluntarily

doperted to the German side,

Kovpak?s |detachment launchéd a fight %o tho death againat theso volunteer divisions »
but the latter wore too niterous and fought ao stubbornly that the partisans did
not succeed in destroying them and had to circle around them in order to preoeed.
In addit:l:on to opon fightd, the guerrillas sent to these cossacks girl-spies en-
liptod among the local population. Thase girls lured them to drinking parties,
vhers they were caught by the partisans, The partipans alno used other tried
metlods; they atole into the eneny!s officos and hoadquarters, planted delayed-
asction mines, and soon both the building and the people In 1t wero blown to bita,
Ip. one instance, they blow up & "Labor Bureau" which waes recruiting the local work-
irvg population for deportation to Germany and which was guarded by cossack urita,

In other districts the 'detachment encowntered new Geatapo tricks. On learniug of
the advent of the partisans, the local Gestapo and police officers dismissed all
Rugelan omployses who had become knowm for ‘espacial cruelty in dealing with the
racalcitrant population, announcing the dismicenls as an act almed to benafit the
population. Howover, the dismissed en, armed by the police, organized gangs and
bagan to hang and massacre all whe foll into their hands. . Vhen the ropulatisn bue
gan to couplein agaigst these atrocities, the German authorities said that they -
would gladly help, but they had no troops for the purpose, If the populaticn,
they added, would take up arms egainst these various bandits and partisaus, thon

“thero might be some peace in their district, And the populatiom took up arms and

openod a war on the partisaus and the bandits. Kovpak!s detachment loot many .
people in thess battles until he succeeded in convineing the populaticn of thq

difforence botwogm his men and the bandits.
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4l. .Gouerally, the detachment encountered & great number of surprises, traps and pro-
vocations on the part of the Gestapo. But despite these, the raid was gsuccessful.
The partisana blew up many bridges, destroyed many communication jumctions, killed
bundreds of Gormans, and disrupted numercus telophons and telegraph lines. They
aleo obtained much valunble information whioh wae immedictely transmitted, over
tho radio or through liaison planes, to licacow end the various front-line staff
beadquarters. Thus, Xovpek's partisans downed the plane which carried all the
-oporational resumes and tho plams of the ‘headguartsrs of Kleist's army. These
docunents were relayed to Loseow, which found them wery valuable and generously
rowarded the partisans for this foat, : S

AR+ Kovpakts rald wee impertant in othor respects as wall. 2a almoot all the districts
pasced by the detachment .thers sprang up new partisan units which began to cight -
the Germans. The raid also restored faith-in tho return of the Soviet Government,

43¢+ 7The detachment subsequently procosded to:the Vestern Ukrailne and Poland, roaching
. an far as jlavsaw, It was reconstituted into a large military division, equipped
with artillery and several tanks, and maintaining a permanent contact with loscow,
which continually suppliod it with ammmition. In addition to ammunition and sup~
pllen, fovpak's army was given a speclal representative from the Central Committee
of ¢ho Party, Syromolotov, whose position was equivalent to that of a member of
the Uilitary Soviet of the Front - tho highesteranking party commissar.

4h. The other detachments, most of which romained in their native districts, also ex- .
panded evary year. Thelr functions multiplied as their meombership grew, and some~
timen they took part in:.reégular front cperations; they prepared air fields for the
landing of largs divisions of tho Red Army,blockaded whole districts, and gave
@direct aid to the fronts. Tho smaller detachments continued their work of diversicn,
hlowing up trains, and so forth, - e . .

45, Tho war has ylolded.a vast store of experience with regard to varicus forms of pere
tloan struggle, mothods of organiszing partissn units, and systems of preparatien -
and training. This experionceé was carsfully and constantly studied by the Sowlet
Comaend, and the question of possible utilisation of partisen warfars in a futiire
" var wlll be decided - has probebly been decided already - on the basis ot‘~1‘-!;d,af study. .
The principal questien here is tho relative valus of tho two basic types of pare LY
tigon organisation and the possible uss of both or the preferenca of one over the ,
other. One of these types 1s the partisan unit which sprang up more or lsss
spontaneourly as an expreasion af popular resistance and was later gradually brought
under the diraction of the Red Army Command, The other typu is rapresentad by the
dotachments which were thoroughly trained beforehand and which operated from She .
very first under instructions from tho center., The problem involves not only the.
relative usefulness of these types of partisan detachments, but also the accompany-
ing conditions and sesults of their activity. In this respect, the partisan units
of the former type have not proven desirable in ‘evary respect, for they created
much frietior and even disorders, partioularly during the winding-up of thoir
operations, S :

46, To tho partisans themsclves the end of the wir and generally the end of their as-
tivities brought many disappointments and aroused much dlscontent, As soon as the
Red Army entered a new distridt, where the partisans had hitherto boen active, the
lattor vere immodiately required to surrender their arms and either chter the regu-
lar arey or go to work in the kolkhozes. But more than 3 ysars of 1ife in the".
foroste, where thoy had beon entirsly on their own and done practically -whataver
they pleased, bred in the partisans & cortain independence and unruliness. £he
Soviet Government, which had always fought these qualities, began to combat them
in the partisans as well, : . : ‘ - ‘

47. Thus, in the spring of 1944, aftor the liberation of: the Leningrad reglon, all par-
. tfeaue who operated in the area behind the enomy lines wore called to a conference
- 4n Leningrad. The rooulting spoctacle was rather curious and quite wupleasant beth
to the governmont and the population. Tho city was invaded by arked tramps who had
acquired a tasto for looting, murder, and all sorts of lawlessness, They wore
drogeed in the motloy wuiforns and costumes of apeusrted Furopean and Soviot armies.
Having listened to tho high-flowa speachos of the reglonal leaders, they askod ‘what
rowmards they would recoive for their deeds and how they would mow 1ive. Thoy were

O .
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told that it was atﬁl Receasary to finigh off the onemy on hia ovn torritory and
then begin to rebuiid their homeland. R -

Relther answer was vory satisfactory to the partisans. Energing into the stroeet, ‘
thay broko into the newly cpened commercial stores in which the best wares were !
gathered and ‘began to loct. “First of all they nade for tho alccholic drinks, g B
After a day of drinking, they turned in the evening to robbing the civilian popu~

lation. They held up passers-by and took their coats and watches, raped women, ;
transforned smail rostaurants into Places of riotous orgy. - For two days the entire

city was in a state of total chaos, Tho resideits were afraid to set foet in the

streets, the police hid in the barracks, the stures that escaped looting remained

closed. It was not until the morning of the third day that an NKVD division,

called up from its garrison, mansged to eurh the pertisans and drive them out of

tho city after carefully disarming thom, The ringleadera paid for, the riot vith

their 1ives. ’ . ’ . . .

Evon groater and longer-lasting unuchyﬂ'wne croated by the partisans in the Uleeaine,
Learning vhat the returned government intended to do with them, they preferrsd to
raain in the forests and continue their lawleso exlstence. Up to the end of 1945,
the forests of the Ukraine swarmed with partlsans, and the NKVD was forced to carry
on almoat the’ same struggle against then as had been waged by the Germans.

After this experienco, 1t is hardly likely that in a future war koscow would again

be willing to set up an axtensive network of partisan detachments out of the local '
population, But there is no doubt that'evan in peacs~time the governmont will ax-
pend ita syotem of partisan achooln for the youth of the urban centers and increase -’
the number of specially trained diversionists, who remained throughout fully sub- .
ordinate to their leaders and showed irreproachable discipline, ) :
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