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Land Reform - 1940-1941

1. Just before the war with Japan, which began in 1937, Chiang Kai-shek had driven the
Chinese Comurist forcss back into ths aree of Shenshi Province where they set up
their capital at Yeran. Waen tle Japanese attacked China and occupied the western
| coast it wac an excallent breather fo- the Communists end an opportunity tc expand
operations. They swept out from Shenshi across Shansi and into Hopeh killing off
the leaders of brigand groups vwho were passing themselves off as Chinese patriots
in those areas and organizing the banditry under Communist leadership ostensibly
. to fight the Japanese. This Commurist sveep had a double purposs. First, to get
& hold on the people; and secondly, to organize the guerrillas. The exposxsis in
either case vae on the organization of the people of that area under Comsuni st K
leaderahip.

2. Techniques of organization were, first, to begin witk a good and gentle front.
Then men, woamen, and children were orgenized intc their special groups. The most
respacted leaders of villages were appointed leaders of ths various new organiza-
tions. There vas no requirament that a leeder must be a Communist or kmow Coa-
munist principles. To get the people organixed wgs the thing. Then, graduelly,
Comcs=ist ideas verz iutroduces through select Communist czlements in the various
organiszations, ead as tho pecple became more indoctrinated in Communist princinples
they were 1si +o criticize the original group leaders as uct “eager snough® to
see the people's will sccomplished. These leaders were sometimas liguidatyd,
dut ususlly thev were merely replacel.

3. _After or zati ed, land reforn agitaticn begau. \:| 25X1
In Chinese rurel comswunities there hag

alvays been & “farmers' comxittee” which amounted to the govarning body of the

village, male up of the heads of families =19%1 these committes -
came solidly int: Ccmmunist control and were fitted-out 25X1
with a sort of Comsunist core mwun agitating comaittee within the

larger committee. This agitation committee was headed by the propertyless and the
ne'er-do-welle of the villages - the bums, in other words. It vas designed to
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' attack the la-27--1 7 - ¥uooweld sarge areas of lend and had tenants or
hired hands wrrkonz ror them).

k. The meetings of the furrerst comuittees were now filled with demands for Justice
for the poor man - "s poor man ought to have a better treak". There was no
sudden grar for the Preperty of the rich. The agitating committees spent hours
and days designing ways tc separate the lendlords from their possessions under
8 pretext of justize. The usuul first charge was that the landlerd had dealt un-
fairly with a tepant or a hireg hand with respect to D&y, perhaps 10 years
previously. L&t us sav thav at that time (ebout 1930) a landlord paid a tenant
Oor worker an equival=n* :n Chiness money of US$70 for a year's work (a fairly
800d wage for the Lime), The Communlst agitators in the farmers' committee would
arbitrarily <sntend tre WAET Was unjust - the man should have been paid Us$150.
Ther<fore, the lardiird weuld Row owe the worker Us$3dn principle, plus the interest
that would have a:-rued on U8$80 over the 10 year pericd. The worker whe was to
benefit from this "justi-=" ums ofter temptid to become an ardent Communist and
to support the charges for reasons of gein. Another device was this one. Ten
years ago & landlerd, ty eciident, killed a chicken of a Poor neighbor. He must
now pay 10 years' a::rued interest on the chicken. He must psy for all the eggs
that chicken would have ls:d, which in turn would have become chickens, and,
further, he must pay interes- on these unborn chickens. Just ancther way of
saying he mus*t surrecier all he owns.

Je  ALVST the agiieiing commituee had vabricated sufficient of this sort of "evidence"
egainet a landlerd, further complaints would be gathered from ‘he pecple of the
village at & putiis --u-t winy the condemned landlord seated on a platform before
them, Xvery complairt would be beard. Then a Communist leader would say, "What
do you think, should wo k:11 nimp" "Plents" in trLe crowd would shout, "Yeg®,
Others who hed no complaint 6ga1nst the landlord would not dare say anything.,
Usually landlords were nct killled dbut they were tortured, beaten badly, and
aragged through t'e v!ilage. Treir families weye driver from home and all were
Tocuced to beggips. Rut i1, dian’t end here. The farmers' committee would then
determine from whom s.i iy wrat villages the dispossessed would be free to beg.

\ Parsons whe did r-v s reruission to feed the ex-landlords and their families,

and did so, wruig -« #4Y¢ed with the sams crime as the lapdlords and ‘would
likewise be driyen ¢ o sirohomes.  After about cne-half 4o oze year the fig-

Posseased would te .*ve 4 1.+41¢ hayge and a plot of land like everyone else and

the srdeal wus ove, 25X1

o~

Communiet Organizaticnal Lavels ‘n Peking -

7o

were two main levals of organisation: territorial apd occupational-pro-
femolensl. At the terriiorial level the amalleat cell was the Rutung, or eside
street, comprising mayte one hundred fanilies, I the beginging a great show of
democratic process was made - officers were slected usually from smong the more
respected members of the street. In the early stages, too, within the Hutung cell
there would be meetings %o discuse the beauties of Communism - one day for the men,
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another for th- wrmar oo el oL Lo ~<liien. These side-streei. cells were
consolidated 1nto lsrger tarriterigl units, arbitrarily set, but usually cone
forming 4> <onvenient geographls considerations - usually a block of several
streets. These blocks of cells made comzunication of quasi-governmental
directives (Party instructions) very e457. The occupations were organized

~ partizular emphasis ves on the. factory workers,: stes

\
workers, miners, etc:. Bach skill witnin eack factory formed its.own ¢ell. . These

various intra-factory cells were -cmbined inwo a factory. organization :and .then
there was a city-wide organization for each industry inthat ascending oy’er.

The indoctrination of the warkers wenl or :in this fashioz. The general aim vas
to bring the workers to-lock uporn the factories as their property - to cease

to look "selfishly®™ for a baettey salary - and to realize that the good of the
factory -ves the good of the workers. Austerity programs were then suggested hy
Communist elemente. Workers were invited tc raduce theip sglarjes samewhat sftar
thic exaxmple. Coal mizers, or steel workera might normally expect in. salary

300 to 400 pounds of millet per month (thas is, sufficiemt currency to purciase
that much millet). The worker 1s.told politely he is actually worth less than
that, and he is asked to write down his daily duties and place.after:each duty
the number of value points the Communist factory leadership has set Tox that unit
of -works; Then the worker is tcld his "self" estimate of his .value to the factory
18 overrsted; ‘that a slight reducticn is in,order. The worker is finally

"shaken down" after some cautious haggling on his part to a certain monthly wage -
tay 80% of ‘bis mormsl salary. At this point he-is-@sked how much.he féels .he
dught ' to give to factory mainmtenance and productien needs.. If he balks he.is
reminded- that he 1g "still un-onsclous of the part he plays in. factery -ownership”.
Phen *usually he offers to reduce his salary another 10% or so.- But 4f:he refuses,
ke vill be placed before the assembled workers and derided un$il he sybmits. .
Arter his austerity has beer thus patrioticaliy "self-imposed™, the worker dees
not dare complair that he was tricked. He goes on-with an outward. sligy of having
made the sacrifice willingly. The good worker can't win., "You are. a very good
worker”, an ovarsesr will say., “vou ought %o work longer ‘and- sst a.geed axample
for the others™. Then ks yoor fellow-is glven longer hours and his nmme is . 25%1
published in the papexs as a patriotic exanple to other workers. .Hg .too must
pretead he-actually veluntesred. . . . S
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The Universitx for Political Studies :Ln gak_.tn‘

This university is near the 8
i.mu-n end manipulatore of meny levels :or.:d t::t::gmqggnwoﬁmim t‘am’c “
tcchniques. It 1s used alec to orieat, oilattmbly, prof 'ciow.' mn e sad
echnicians who will be assuning moderstely rolpouib{: p::*"uam"m \lﬂm

_ _ >4 wariocus

Gcadanic achievemant, While the 8chool in Peking is prodatly the most ‘important

of schoole in Chine of thig type, actually Svery laxge: city has’ one; -

- end -
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