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€. x main highvays [See Enclnaure (4)7 were 15 to 16 feet wide
srucks could 8 e other 2asily. “hese roaus were or gravel, pmtxed

culvarts ware made of dog wood, &11:15@4@" theme ware soma cul

2 th verts of concxret
Tb? m}i{xtennnce of thesde roads had bean takan eare of by the Finpiah Armye o
Meterial for ysad congteuction; such as gravel or sand, was evailable along the

roadways, Thege roads y - cexcept . during the rainy seagon in the
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7o {he secontary moior roads leadirg to the main highways from the edjacent heavy-
forasted areas were few and far between. They were mere paths, showing no grad-
ing wnd little use; most of these secondary rcads could not be used for heavy

traffic or for motor vehicles.

€. Tae Mursansk to Leningrad rallrcad, as well as he railroed west from Suoyarvi
Lu Finiand. was gingle-tracked end wide-gauged. The roadbeds were of gand and
sravel, snd wooden ties were used. There were railroad sidings constructed in
“he larger townz. Al egulpment cn these railroads was Finnishy &ll of the USSK
squipment had been evususted to the south and ssutheast,

9. It was tne plas ¢ gpe retreating Soviete .o =vacuate all the peorple who lived
cast of the Finnish-USSR vorder. Many of those of Finnish 2xtracticn and others
wie showed ~ppesiticon to Cemrmunism had been nmoved into the intericr frior to 1939,
Ihe ratrsat was sc sudden that 20 to 25% of the populaticn was left behing and
05 o thoge he wers Jest behind were old people or small children, The peo-
Ple in tie area were about 50% Russian and 504 Kareiian,, and a few Commruni st -
Finnish families vag nad moved into the aren after World War I. There were twe
languages spoken, Russ’an ard Karelian (Fimish). Most of the wveung pe T up 25%1
B 3% years were Communists and werc not friendly but Sitter ’ 25%1
olier people g=nerally maintained their independence and rather
presec:e, Much cf this condition could be traced tn the fect that these oider
people had seen hundreds of their ‘own people taken by vhe USSK and put into labor
camps or fcrced irnto the Soviet army, and that when the’proper time presented
itself, they showed their bittermess towards the Soviets,

10, Tre terraiv of thig whole area was similar to the terrain found in Finland, west |
of the torder. It was rclling eountry with an oceasional large hill, dotted )
with mwerous inkes o~° varicus sizes, and fast-moving creeks ang small rivers,
many of which were janmed with logs whick were on their way to the saw mills dcwn-
streax. Everintzve ware Jense foresis of Srruce and pine, ’

1l. Trere wes fishing in the variocus lakes, but the catches were used for local con-
sumption. Wild life in this area consisted of birds, bears, ek ang deer, which
were plentiful.

12,  Small rurd, settlements, consisting of from 10 to 20 buildings, wera located gt
s~ various ddstances from 20 <o 20 miles apart along the main highways. Occasional-
1y e single house with a small ¢learing vonld shov up along the highways. More
than half of the &ellings vere’ empty. {

13.+  An occesionsl small piece of land was eleared cut of the forests and used for
groving vegetables and gralns, mostly potatoes » varley, cats and wheat, There
was nf reforeutation. . :

k. Rearer to the larger towns » farms of from 40 fo 60 acres wera t11laa. Theee for ms
ned-a few .dalry cows » hogs and sheep, which grazed upon the native grasses of thig
erea, and.weré used only for lccal consumption. The &Toving period in this area

-+ 1s from 90 to one-hundred days, and the quality and quantity of crops colnpares
vith those raised inr east Finland.

15, The soll in this area was a sandy losm, withk patches . of gravele It was tilled
© with o024 machinery, using small native horses,

i, Vinters are very cold in this ares and last from October through £pril. ZThe tem-
rératures in December, Jamary and February, sften f£all as low as =50vs During
tre Dirithe of June, Inly cnd August s “heir sumner, the temperatures are caanfor-
table ank go ay uigh ag 80% during the daytime, although ihe nights are co0l.
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17. A iypizal home was one-story high, construéteéd with an exterior of either rough
Inmber or logs, and an interior finish of either wooden bosids or rough plaster.
Tee houses hed no baséments, mnd shingles were used for the roof. The houses
usuaily 2enteined two vedrooms, a living-roam, and a combination-kitchen and -
dining-roome  Other bulidings assoclated with the Kome usually had the same
exteriir as the houses

=
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Toe oply industry with exportable products in this grea was that of loggging, with

small sav-nills located in various townse A% Kondopoga, there w

riils and one pulp mill, although these were no*% operating

Trior to World War II, these wood products wers shipped by raii-soutn aud east 25X1
> the more populated areas. .

19. Each ddstrict had its own hospltal, but nesrly all the persomnel had been evac-
uated l=aving oaly a few old people to look after the sick. Back district also
haé *ts own puvlice health 8ystem, but 1ts personnel was not well trained. Only
in the larger towns was there a doctore The Public Health JEospitaJ.s, 8 well as
the schools wers taken over by the Firnish persoanel of the Finnish military
sovernmant,

2. The przveiling dlseases in the area Were those common to the lungs and throat,
tubersulosis and dysentery. In 1943, in the Petrozavodsk area, there was &
serlous typhoid epidemic., There vas 7ery little venersal diseass, The personsl
hygiene of the natives was very good; they followed their o0ld custom of taking
steam baths. Many of them had their own private steam-bath house, and the vil-
lages and towns had publi: steam-bath houses.’ In the sumer of 1943, there
vere some cases of malardfa; the cause of same wag -traced .io the mosguito. a ‘enanias
=oTm 35 anopheles maculipennis. ‘the patients were treated with quinine and soon

recaverede

2le With ths axception of the recple of the city of Kondopoga, whish in normal times

i had & populstion of eight thousand, no other towms or villeges had a wuniciy.
water systen. Usually they took the’r water from lakes o springs, l—i|

department labeled it as gafe,

22, Thare was a larg: hydreealectris plant at Kondopogae, slsc, which furnished power
and lignt tc the nearby viliegeu.

23+ Garbage disposal was handled by private é{)nectibn, garbage was dumped 'in on ayea outzide
of the village 1fmits where 3t was left Go rot.

2k,  In the luvger towns. there vere Greelk Orthodox churches, and these were falthful- 25X1
1y atterded by the uvlder folks. The younger people keing Communiste 424 not
atterd churzh. The influence of Cormunism was noticesble in most of the homes,
churches and in all schools, where eigns such as "Stalin, our Father and Saviour”
vere posted in conspleious places.
25, School. books wers wiitten in botn the Pinnish and Russian langusges; and
gome school textbosks that vers printed in Russian type; but written in tue
Finnish language. ] co C
26.  The natives enteriained themselves , much " &g Finland in the rural areas B
by group gatherings, where folk-dancing ind s were done. e songs were
o 01d Karelian rongs, which have been the theme fov man; Finnish- scngs.
Dances also ware wimilar to the folk daxces ia Finland.
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