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The Russisas living in Sinkiang are also referred to as

1. H
Kuei~Lan (naturalized people). Accarding to a 1941 survey they numbersd

2.

13,308 or slightly less than .47% of the total population of Sinkisng,
3 The relutionship between the peoples and govermments of

Hlakarv in Siakiang
China and Quassia, up to 1917, was filled with mutuel trust and was unurually

cordial and friendly. Up until the twertieth csntury other foreiguer: in

Ching vere referred to, by the Ckinese, as "white devila®. Russians vere
excluded from this wategory. £Ls further concrete evidence of good relationship
between China end Imperiul Bussie, it is interssting to note that despite thsir
lorgthy common frontier; up until the end of the Tsarist rule and the edvent

of Soviet Goveranment, Russia had never boen involwad in a war with China, The
only exception to this statement wonld Ls the Boxer Uprising (1900), whea
Ryseien troops joined an internstional force to quell the killing of fareign
residents in China.

In Sinkiang, Chinese-Bussian relutions were equally gocd. During the Zaxab I}
Beg rebellicn (1862 tc 187;), howevar, Pussia btrought tc the atiention of

the Chinese Govermment the unrest and disarder along the Russian=Siuniciary
bordes and offersd to help adminiater the region until China could do it
herself. The Chineso Govermment at that time was tco sy with the internal
strife in China proper and thearefore ignored Russia's complaints together

with her offers of assistance. Under these circumstances, Russis was furcod
to talie the matter into her own hands. She dispatched her troops irito Sinkiang
under the command of Genoral Kolpekovaky in 1871. Russian troops occupied

the narthwestern portion of Sinkiang, the Ili, Tarbagatai and Altai Regions,
azd brought peace and order to that portion of the province. IYhe main bulk

of her troops were stationed at lake Sairam Nor and in the village of Tura

3u, in the Borokhoro Range. Evidence of these two encampments is still to
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be seen. In July 1881 a treaty was concluded between Russia and China concerning
Sinkiang. Under this agreement, Russia withdrew her troops from Sinkiang, but
was granted the right tc conduct free trade there and to establish and maintain
four Russian consulates for the protection of its citizens in Sinkiang, These
consulates were established in Chuguchak (Tshcheng), Kuldja (Ining), Urumohi
(Tihwa) and Kashgar (Shufu). Only cne other conntry wes allowed to establish

! & consulate in Sinkiang. That country was the UK, it established its consulate
| in Kashgar. In the four cities wHere the Russian conaulates were maintained,
they were allowed to also maintain their own residential concessions, in which
they owned property such as homes, churches and warehouses. No other goverment
was granted this privilege in Sinkiang.

Up until the time of the Bolshevik Revolution, the Russians residing in Sinkisng
were amall in number and consisted mostly of merchonts, traders, techniolans
and professicnal men. Jn May, 1918, tue firat group of Russian Cossaocks entered
Sinkiang, This group consisted of approximately 500 Semirechinskii Cossacks,
When the new anti-Bolshevik front was eatablished in southern Siberis, this
group requested from Governor Yang Tseng-hsin (Governar of Sinkiang from 1911
to 7 Jul 28) permission to re-enter tke Semirechie regicn, nov part of the
Kesakh SSR. They were not only allowed to re-enter Semirechis, <through
Chuguchak, but Governor Yang had :he goodness of returning their arms to them.
This vas & period of intense oivil and militsry strife in Semirechie, where
Cnssack bands held positions along tae fronticr until the collapse of Admirsl
Kolchak foroed first one group and then others to oross into Sinkiang.

After the fell of Semirechis and Siberia, in Mawch 1920, the Sinkimng berder
i wag crossed by the remains of the Semirechinskii Cossack trigades of Ataman
4 I Dutov and Ateman General N P Scherbakov, and the Semirschinskii Cossack
partisan divisions of Ateman B V Annenkov and a corps under Gereral Bakich.
These Cossack forces; which totaled more than 20 thouszand men, were purtially
disarmed by Sinkiang border iroops and given the choioce of either remaining
in the province ar proceeding ferther sast., The officers wers allowved teo [
retsin their arme for the purposw of controlling their men. The Sinmkiang
euthorities, and espscially Gevarnor Yarg himself, wers very sympathetic ang
\ provided every poesible comfort and aid to those men. For i1astance, the
troops under Ataman Dutov in Suiting and those under General Bakich cutside
of Chuguchak remained as nilitary units for almost two yesrs, being fod,
clothed, and sheltersd entirely by the 3inkiang Provincial Goveromeni. After
these men startsd breaking awey from thelr nilitary units and either asettling
in Sirkiang aor woving on farther east, - they were a‘ded ir 2ccomplishing thoir
choice by either the Sinkiaag Govarnment. or more often by personal funds of
Qovernor Yang Tseng-hein. - Thome who elected to reaain in Sinkisng faund a
Yrue and ‘sincere friend 17 Govarasr Ysvg. He not caly used & few as his
personal advisorsy but employed large numbers in the Siniiang Provinoial.
Government and pleced Cossack' officers in charge of provincial troops. By
é?;sd there were no more than three thousand Weite Russians remaining in

In 1928 the second wave of Russian enigrants streamed into Sinkiang, continuing
until the fall of 1933. It coincided with the collectivisatien of farins and /
the subsequent famine in the srees of the USSR vhich adjoin Sinkiang, This

wave btrougint approximataly 28 thousand Russians into Sinkiang, Of this number

same 20 thousend settled in Kuldja, four thousand in Chuguchak, thres thousand

in the Alts! Region aand ons thousand in Urumchi. Thus, by 1933 the Hussian
population in Sinkiang had swelled to well over 31 thousand people.

After the assassination of Governer Yang on 7 Jul 28, the Whiie Russisns in
Sinkiang lost a great deal of their influence but stiil managed to get along
fairly well. Their position was strangthenec after the start of +he Mohammedan
relizZous umeisiug in February 1931. " Governar unin Shu-jen upon finding his
own forces poor in quality enlisted the aid of the White Russians to fight
againgt the Tungan General Ma Chung-yin, leader of the Mohammedan forces. i
Their participation in thie nilitary struggle on the side of the Sinkiang i
Frovincial Governmeat was an important factor in the victory over Genexral 1
Ma Chung-yin in 1934. Governar Chin was replaced, as Governor of Sinkiang,
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by General Sheng Shih-tsai on 12 Apr 33 with the 2id and backing of the White
Russian forces. It was learned by the White Russian troops, during the seige
of Urumchi, tha ccpitsl, that Governor Chin was planning to have tham annihilated
and replaced by Soviet troops which wers standing by at Changki. These Soviat
troops consisted of two regiments of one thousand men each, who wore Chinese
uniforms and who claimed@ to be White Russian volunteers from the Tarbagatai
and Altal Regions. The White Fussians refused to be disarmed and tv march
out of the city as ordered by Governor Chin., Instead, they joined forces with
the Manchu troops of General Sheng, defeated the Chinese forces of Governor
Chin and proclaimed General Sheng as tae new Govermor of Sinkiang., in the
autunn of that year it became evident to the White Russian leaders in Sickiang
that Governor Sheng, as Governcr Chin, alsu had sirong pro-Soviet lesnings.
Therefors, to prevent the Soviets from gradually teking over the province the
White Russian leaders, General P P Papengut, General K V Gmirkin, General
N I Behteev, Centurion I V Mogutnov, Colonel i V Hilovsky and Lieutenant
P P Voieikov undertock a plan to throw Whits Russian know-how and troops in '
support of General Ma Chung-yin, whe then would be assured of final victory.
This move would have terminated further Sovist penetraticn of Sinkiang, which
was the main concern and interest of the Whits Bussians. A message written by
Papengut to Gmirkin was intercepted by Governcr Sheng and thus the plot was
revealed. The above mentioned six men wers immediately arrested, impriconed
and never heard from agein. Governcr Sheng continued as Governor of Sinklang
until 2 Sep i4, permitting the Soviets a free hand in the province. The White
Russian populeticn during his term as Governcr of Sinkiang decreassd fram
31l thoueand to approximstely 13 thousand, Tke difference of 18 thousand people
was due to the White Hussians either having been killed in battle, imprisoned
and sxecutad by Governcr Sheng following the revelation of the plot against
him, or being arrested, impriscued snd then returnsd to the Sovist Union for
public trial, and execution. The iatter was dene for the purpose of impressing
the people of the USSR that all enemies of tne Sta no mavter whera they may
aeek refuge, are eventually caught and punished, or a detailed description
of the rcle that the White Rissians played in the Sinkiang war egeinst Genaral !
i Ma Chung-yin and his Moslem follgwers, see enclosure.. This information was
: furnished by a different source,/ Trom 1933 to 1943, Sinkiang was almost
campletely dominated by Governor Sheng'u Soviet advisora. In 1943 Governor
Sheng made a couplete turnabeut in his policy toward the USSR. The Uhite
Russians who came to Sickiang pricr to, or duriag, ihe Eclshevik Revolution }
were all climinated, Therefore, of the 13,408 remaining in Sinkiang in 1941,
almost &ll were of the typs who took no firm pclitical stand. Frior to 1943,
the White Russians vho remained in Sinkiang were forced to accept Soviet pass-
ports end the approximately 1,200 who resided in Urumchi were ordered to
mowe to either Kuldja or Chiguchek and same ultimately te the USSR. After
the Soviets withdrew from Sinkiang in 1944 they were able, in September 1944,
to sponsor & rebellicn in the northwestern part of Sinkiang which again put
them in contral of the I1i, Tarbagatai and Altal Regions of Sinkiang, Theso
three regions proclaimed their independence from Sinkiang and took on the name
of the East Turkestan People's Republic. Thus, the remain‘ng Bussians in
Sinkiang agair found themselves under Soviet control. A few of those residing
in Kuldja were able to escapes to the east in late 1946 during a temporary
relaxation of Rast Turkestan-Sinkiang borde: controls. The Soviatd used a
trick in 1947 to weed out the remaining Fussiens, in the Eaat Tw.xestan
People's Republic, who were not content to remain under their influence.
They advertised in all the Russian language papers in the Bagt Turkestan
People's Republic to the sffect that &ll Russians must reglater witk their
local police &3 to their country of prefsronce. This notice coatinued to
explain that an agreement had been concluded with the US, UF, France and
other non-Soviet nations that they would accept those Sinkiung Russisna who
wished to move to their countries. Most of the Russiens saw through this
obvicus trep and indicated the USSR, or Sinkisng, as their preference. Those
vho failed %o see through the trep, or would net let themselves see it, and
indicated the US oxr some other couniry other than the USSR, mysteriougly
disappesred never to be heard from or seen again.

3. SConcentratians: Most of the White Russians in Sinkiang used to live in the
urben centers of Kuldja, Chuguchsk and Urumchi, There were, however, very
few, if any, Russians residing in Urumchi between the years of 1943 and 1949.
Another concentration of Russisns was located in the Altai Reglon, in and
sround Sharasume (Chenghwa).
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’ 4. Qooupatigua:  As the group with highest average of education snd tachnical
training in the prevince, the White Russions have been useful both in time
of peace and in perieds of internal strife, Most of them are peasants and
leberers; howsver, they have also served as automobile drivers and mechanios, ,
gided in the traiping of provincial military forces sand asde use of their .
nilitary experiszce in sctual comkat. Norually:-they lead an exiatence much.
like tkat of other White Russisn emigre communities in Chine, Thay had their ]
own crgunisations, published thelr own nevopapwrs and othervise atiempted to
preserve their ocultural identity. In comparison to the other peoples of
Sinkiang they were ccnsiderod to-bs heavy esters, thelr dist oonsisting of
approxinately 50% coreal, 408 mest and 108 vegetables. In general they
scoomuodate themselves to shifting politiocal tides in so for as thess do not
threaten tlhair very existence. S -
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1. In February 1931 a Moslem uprising started in the oity of Hami {Qomd). Sinkiang
Provinclal troops were dispatched from Urumchi (Tihwa) to punish the inhabitents
of Hami for killing a government tax gatherer. The Moslems withian the wallsd
¢ity of Hami fought off these Chinese troops with riflec and boiling oil, but
finelly were foroed to ratreat to the nearby mountains, The word of this
uprising spread throughout Sinklans and soon all the Mohammedsn peoples of
Sinkiang flocked te the eres to jein the "Religious War", It wes decided
by the Sinkiang Islamic peoples to enlist the uld of Genersl M Chungeyin,

"Big Horse", a Tungan warlord who dominated western Kansu Provincs,

Khen, the "Tiger Prince" of Hami and Hodja Nigs HedjLi went to Kensu Province

to persuade General Ma Chung-yin to be their military leader. He eocepted and
in 4pril 1931 made an amaszing dash across the Gobi Desert, with an initial |
force of 500 Tungen cavalry troops. Governor Chin Sku~-jeu, found that his
Chinese troocps were no match for these skilled Tungan warriors azd so enlistcd
the aid of the White Russians, who were remnants of Cossack forces end therefore
were also skilled horsemen and fighters. The first White Russiens to be
mobilized into the Chinese Army were those who resided in Urumchi and in other
ergtern areas of Sinkiang.

7. In the spring of 1932 the Sinkiang Government mobilized the male White Russians
in Euldja (Ining), for the purpose of replacing the Russian divisions which
vere stationed in Chikurting (Tsikiotsing), near the town of Hami. They were

| able to mobilize only three hundred men. The mormal quantity should have been
approximately 500-550. Each group cf one hundred men was an independent unit.
There was no overall command and each unit left e week apart, one afver the
other. The wunit into whlch I was mobilized, left Kuldja on 1. Oct 3. We were
ardered to Turfan and in proceeding thera we did not use the main rowiway tut
travelled through the Tien Shaa mountains. Each unit was superviged by a
Chinese officer. The entiro three units,of one hundred men each, were not
armed. Our unit arrived in Turfan on 25 Oct 32 and the men were quartered
in the local camel caravan-sarai. We were later Joined, in Turfen, by one
of the other units, The third unit, we learned, was sent to Shanshar (Pichan).
In the middle of November, the brother of Sheng Tupan (General Sheng Shih-isai)
visited both Shanshan and Turfan and brought with him, from Urumchi, rifles
for all the men and 13 shells per person. In the midile of December we received
orders to advance on Hami. Our two units left separately, as betore, and
stopped at Chikurting. We later learned the rsason why, far such a long
period of time, our units were not armed. It turned out that the Chinese v
first disbanded the Russian division in Chikwr‘ing, sent all the men to Urumchi
through Kuchengtze (£itai), and ther pagsad their weapoas on to us. Prior to
tho arriral of ihe Minister o! Wer, fream Urumchi, we wers assigned duties and

comnissions.
Esaul Gudoshnikoy was appointed
er our + Ivan Vasilievich was appointed Senior Officer
and Commsnder of the first platoon of our unit. The second platoon was to be
comuanded by Liubishkin, the third by Lasar Starkoy, the fourth by Poderaul
Shevelov and the quartermaster for the entire unit was to be Fllangkiy. The
latter was also appointed Chaplain.
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3. When our unit was leaving Turfan, Centurion Mogutnov and Baherey, frow the third ;
unit, and I were left in Turfan for the purpose of tranamitting money to Kuldja '
to the families of our unit.. The money had to be given to a chauffeur, Grigeriy
Leonidovich Iyanov, who was returning from Hemi. He was to transmit the money J
to Fuldja. Ws spent three days in Turfan awaiting the arrival of Ivanov and 1
only on the fourth day were we able to give the money to him and leave Turfan
to catch up with our troops.

4. When we rode up to the fortress of Shanshan, we noticed that the city gates were
closed and soldiers stationed all along the city walls., We walked to the fortress
to eat, since all the restaurants outside of the city gates were closed. Whea
we found a restaurant in the fortress and sat down to eat, we were cpproached
by the locul Chief's interpreter who asked us to lmmediately report to the
local Commander. When we arrived at the local Chief's office, we were met
by his wife, who was a Russian., She immediately asked us if we had received
her message. We recelved no message and she was very surprised that we hadn't.
At this point, the local Chief ceme into our room and told us that on 25 December
our third unit had been in battle with the Moslems neer a fortrees, the name of
which I now do not remember. We were told that the dead and wounded were
scattered throughout the area adjoining this fortress. The local Chief
announced to us that we could go no farther because the Moslem forces in the
arsa totaled approximately 30C men and thers was no way by which we could
peaetrate thair lines and join our forces. He offered that we temporarily
move to and live in his Jamen, which we did, After this, he summoned us and
asked us to look over the fortress so that we could give hia our opinion &s to
bow it could be best defended in case of an attack by the Moslems. The local
Chief warnsd us that *he 60-man garrigon in the furiress was composed entirely
of Tungens, as wers also their officers. After we discussed the best means by
vhich this forireas could be defended, we asked the Chief to send a telegram
to Sheng Tupan asking that he imzediately send us several "ishik" (local donkeys),
shells for our rifles and 25 pistols with shells. We then appointed our own
guards on tas Sortress walls and a duty officer. By the way, in additien to {
the two other officers and myself, we also had five Cossacka. 41l together,

] there vere eight of ua. . R

5. On the next day, at approximately 9:00 to 10:0C a.m., the duty officer informed
us that the rebtels were approaching the fortress. We Russians and the local
garrison immediately took pesitions on the fortress walls and awaited the
rebel attack. TLe rebels did not immediately attack the fortress, they stopped
and grouped themselves in & large orchard five tu six miles from the foriress.
Wher dusk was approachinz, ithe rebals went to the Tungan village near the
fortress. In the early morning chey began taeir attack on the fortress but
did not attempt to penetrate. They merely tried to feel out our strength and
influence the local garrison, all Tunsans, to join them. They shouted that
the garrison should turn sgainst the Chinese Chief and their officers because
this was a religious war and since they, the Tungans, have the same feith,
they have no buginess defeniias the Grimezz. The Tungan garriscn, at our
direction, retorted by giving several volleys as a reply tu their proposal.

The rebels withdrew from the adjoining villege back to the orchard and remeined
there until the next day.

6, (n 22 Dagend T a4 3:00aa.the rebels sgain advanced on the fortress and wituin
nalf an hewr had already broken through the gates and ceptured most of the
fortress c¢ity. The Tungan garrison retreated to their quarters and fought off
the rebels fyom ihere. The rebels made no concentrated or serious effort to
capture them, but turned all of their attention on us and to looting the town.
We occupied a corner of the Yamen and were under constant and heavy attack
from ell directions. At this timo, in addition to the eight of us, there were
also two Chinese officers who had brought us the shells, rifles and pistols
from Urumchi., We had to hold off the attack until 9:00 a.m, and only at this
time did we receive the unexpected news that sll three Russian units of 100 men
each, and a Chinese squadron under the command of General Siun, had forced the
rebels to evacuate the fortress and to take up battle on the cpen fields
surrounding the fortress. One of our units sent a platoon to the fortress,
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‘existing telegrapn connsctions and utilizing the cable.

‘desided to move against this town, We stayed there oversight and then headed

‘s Tatar, Oaica, (his family name I do not remember; but-he wes s formar
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which we were able- to hoist up to the fortress well by use of & rope and then
clear out the fortress of all rebel forces. By this action We were able to
clear the fortress and open the doors to allow one of the units to enter the
fortress and to garrison the Coriress walls. With sunset,the rebels withdrew
to the nearby mountains. In this battle, the Moslem residents of Shanshan and
the aurrounding area, toteling approximately one thousand people, took part
in the firing against our forces. Some of the Moslem troops were armed with
fire-arms, but the majority were armed with steel spears which were formed

out of telegraph wire. They obtained this telegraph wiroe by cutting the

On the next day by the crdsr of Gsneral Siun, who took command of all of our
foroces, all the three Russian units formed into one group and as a result of

¢ vote taken amongst the Russian officers, Centurion Mogutnov was appointed
Commander. Mogutnov in turn eppointed Shevelev as his Chlef of Staff, I was
sppointed Quartermaster for the whole Russian divieion. The next few days vere
spent in pursuing the rebsl foreces. On 7 Jan 335 General 8iun gave oczmand to
the Russian division and his equadron to move on te the Lukehun (laukoteinm)
fertress and from there to the town of Turfan, Tke reascn for this wee that
ve had obtained informution that the rebel forces whish we hed dispasrsed had

in the direotion of Turfan,- Upon reaching tha village of Halahooho, we Vers
met by the rebel fevoes and fought-with them 'for two deys. They ssexmed to
lack rifle fire using primitive fire-throwing weapons and steesl spears
exclusively, General Siun did not exeoute the plans that he himgelf had made.
Hs was uzable to join our foroes -ind wus -oaptured by the rebel foroes vhich
had already captured Turfan., On the third day, -having lost our Occmander
and reslising that we did not have muffioient ammunition, and Turfen having
already been oartured by the rebels wao wers sbls to Tegroup -and rearu thera
deoided to withdrav our asadquarters in to Shanshan whers ve hud left o lnpp{)
of ammunitien. o : * : S e

. . .o . . L. . Woed
We hed to withdraw under fire and when our wagons with the wounded, under
protection of cne group of 100 men, reach Hilakooho they were approached by
two rebel messengers, ons of which was & Russlan, Pgliavakliy, and the other

Russien sfficer).. The messengers announced that Turfan was in-their hands,
General $iun and ‘those Russiane who were with hin were captured-but -sre alive
and being treated well. They effered tnat we proseed to Turfan %o see, with:
our .own- eyes, ‘that they ars being trested wall and later turn in our -weapona
for which they would gusrantee our immediate return to Kuldja. The messengers
slso demanded that the wagons which were carrying the wounded and the accom~
panying group of 100 men also return and proceed to Turfan. Ceanturion Mogutamov,
it seems, agreed to this offer and dispatched Captein Igkarey with the order
that we return immediately. The wagons with the wounded were under my charge.

25X1

| ETter epproximataly an hour or two, Caplain Tokarev

Bgain made his appearance and seid thai we wire once ugaln commanded -to return
to Halakocho, because- that is what the rebel messengers demanded. We Leld a
mesiing of ail the officers, discussed cur position and announced that not

only we, but the Gossacks also wuuld mot return, but would proceed .to -
Shanshan where we have &ddiiicnal ammunition and where we could leave our
wounded. Early the next merning Captain Tokarav announced to us ihat we could
proceed to Shanshan, but that he would keep a few Cossacks and remain in Lukchun
for the purpose of keeping Lukchun from falling into the hands of the Tungans.

‘That night we arrived at Shanshan, and several hours later Captain Tokarev

also arrived with his amall group. The following night Esaul Zibarey srrived
from Halahocho and ennounced that the regiment, under Centurion Mogutnov would
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leave that evening destined for Shanshen and that he was sent to us with a
fietitious command to return to Halahogho, but that this was merely to confuse

the recels. Sure eusugh, after several hours, our farces under the command of
Centurion Mogutnov arrived ard Mogutnov thanked us for not. obeying his command.

It .seems thet cur refusal.to return prolonged the negotiations, gave them a chance
to.regronp and awalt the right moment for withdrawal from the area, We learned

that after the withdrawal of our wsgons and men the rebels had completely surrounded
the remaining forces. . .

When our divisien arrived in Shanshan the rebels gave us.only oze hour to rest and
then started a battle by attacking the fortress. The battle was hard and ceonstant,
JSrom the hour of 9:00 a.m. %o sunsst and continuing for two days. Our position
bacame very oritical because of the loss of many men.and the shortage of ammunition.
In additicn to the rifles, we nad two machine guns, but the rebels not only had
many machine guns but also cannons. After the last battle, ws decidsd to reireat
to the msuntains and traverse the mountains to Kuchengtze, This plan vas quive
hesardous because the mountains were covered with sacw. However, we realized

that we could not hold off in Shanshan indefinitely, By this time, there wes no
communication with Urumebl or any other towns bacause ail telagraph lines had
besn seversd, After the last battle we moved the wagons, with the. wounded, . intc
the mountains under the protecticn of one group of 100 men and left tve groups

in Shenshan. The following morning the rebels approached .Shenshan with a ferse

of soveral thousand horses and men and with erdevs to izmsdiately oapture. the
fortzess, This battle raged all day and by ovening the rebels had ponetrated

our flanks. We thus bad to retrest within the walls of tie fortress. Oxne Eoup
toek up positions vithin the fortress and the other one Aimmediately outside. The
Tebeis this time did not retreat to the hills, but stationed their foroes in &
village post cutaide of the fortress walla. At dusk, an sirplane appeared and
dropped a measage into the fertress. Ths teasuge acked us to held on io the
fortress since sddiiiocnal farces were on their vay to resous us.. This nmessage
reiged cur spirits, but ws were conaerned chout our wegons with the wounded and
tks group of cne hundred men that acoanpaniad it. We were almost ready to send
partlies out to acarch fer them when it got dark, when our guards informed us that
acaething vas uoving en the road to Shanshan on "arbui® {carts). Ws sent a party
%o investigate and when they returned it was reported that it was our group of
100 with the wagone returning because they had met a Chinese division.vhioh was
couing to our ald. . This infermation wra correct bacause si'ter several hours our
foraes end the wagons returned, folloving the artil’sry and tanks. - The cavalry
and igfantry detachments of the Ohiress division tegether witk their Commander,
General cheng, . ata*ioned themselves cutside of the fortress walls. On the
following day, early in the. merning, there was & baitls and the rebels after holding
off for geveral hours retreated to Turfan. :

After the withdrawal of the rebels, Sheng Tupan agked for Canturicn Mogwtnov to
ropert to him and they declded to change our divisien to a reginant zonsisting
of three hundred men. The Commander of the regument was to be Geaturioen Megutnov
and the Chisf of Steff, Bgkub. They named me Quartermsster for the regiment and
adviser to the Commander on all matters pertaining to supply and finance. After
spending approximately ten days in Shenshan, Sheng Tupan left two regiments in
Shanghan, under the command of General Tuygp, and the rest of his troops and our
reginent advanced on Turfan. They left me in Shanshan with the woundsd wnd
egsigred ten men for garrison duty,.: The forces that left Shanghan ocoupied both
Turfan and Togsun (Tokosun). After this, Skeng Tupan left for Urumchi teking
Ceaturion Mogutnov with him, The Commander of the remaining ferces waa General
Jang, and Rekut was left in charge of our forces. Approxinately two werks passed
when a division of rebels under the cammand ofﬁodja Nias Hadji arrived from
CLikurting. This division circumvented Shanshen and aocupled the faoriress of
Lukchun. Some troops were sent from Turfan to Lukchun and it was liberated

Tfram the rebels. .

4t this time ve received & telegram frem Urumchi through Chikurting that the
rebels vere already in Urumchi and hag occupied the entire city. In the same
telegren v wers comuanded %o abandon all of our past stands and to reitrsat in
the direction of Urumchi in two columns, We were ordered to retreat froa
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Shanshen to Kuchengtze and from Kuchengtze to Turfan and from Turfan to Urumchi.
Everyone started preparing to retreat and ve Russisms who were left in Shanshanu
decided to retveat with the Chirese forces to huchengtze. On the zight of the
second day after receiving the telsgram, however. our group of 100 men arrived,
They had been operating south of Lukchun and brought me &n order, that under
the protection of this force of 100 men, we ware to join with the regiment in
Turfan. After many arguments with the Chinese Commander, we left for Turfan,

In Turfan we joined with our own regiment and two days alter our arrival, we left
Turfan for Urumchi. Iwe days prior to our arrival, Centurion Rekut was relieved
of his commission and was replaced by Captein Tokurev, who was previously
Comnander of the first group of 100 men. The first day of our trek was witaout
any spectacular happenings, but beginning with the second day and until our
arrival at Urumchi, we advanced amid battle.

We arrived in Urumchi in the first few days of March 1933, and after having

stayed there for two to three days ocur regimeut, together with the Chinese

forces under the command of Sheng Tupan, was sent to the mounteins which lis
between Urumchi and Kuchengtze. A large concentration of the rebal forces

wes reported to be located there. The rebels were forced to eabandon their positioms
in that region but were not annihilated because they had carefully preconceived
plens for retreat. When the regimeat was returning te Urumcki, every step of the
wey had to be won from the rebels. Afier this cempaign, the entire regiment was
glven several days leave and it was planned then to send it back t¢ Turfan, By

the way, when our regiment arrived from Turfan to Urumechl, a second Russian
rogiment was already formed, ccmpozed of Russiars from Urumchl and Chuguchak
{Tahoheng). After ceveral days three more separate groups of 100 men each .

srrived from Kuldja. These were sasigned to serve in the 3rd Regiment. The

3rd Regimeni wae composed mostly of Cossacks who had sexved in the let Hami Division.

When our regimsnt received orders o agein leave for Turfan, the Cossacks and
their offisers asked the Comnandsr of the regiment, Centurioa Mogutnov, to request {
Governcr Chin Shi-jen tc postpons the merch on Turfan for severa) days ia view of
the fact that Zn meveral caye it would be Rugsian Easter and the men wiabhed to
oelebrate this holiday in peace, We wars to go to Turfan, together wita the
Chinese forces, undar the command of Sheng Tupan. Goveracr Chin rafused the
men's appeal and commanded them to imiediately leave for Turfan., The Chinese
foroes hed already left Urumchi and ware awaiting our arrival south of the olty,
Somehow we found out that our regimsnt was not being sent to Turfan, but for some
reason, ¥aa being send out to certein massacrs. At thet Sime, the 3rd Reg'ment :
vas not armed. When Centurion Mogutnov arrived from Governor Chin's heaujuarters !
and announced the new order, the Cossacks refussd to comply becsusa thsy had ‘
already leerned of the plan wo dispoas of them. Ths Commander of our regiment :
impediately want to the 2nd Regiment and gave me the order that Cossacks from the ‘
3rd. Regiment would arrive and that I was to issuve them hand weapors, rifles end

shells. In this manner, within several hours, ws managed to erm ovar 100 men of

the 3rd Regiment., Op the next Jay, this wasl2 Apr 33, Centurion Mogutnov' departed

for the 3rd Regiment esriy 3n. the morning ard after spproximately cne hcur st

an crder to his second-in-command, Captein Tokarev, that he slowly, several men at

a time, stari sending men into the fortress. The second group. of 10C with full

military gear and weapons was sent first and then the third group was sent owar

into the fortress in the same manmner. I was ordered to remain with the wagons

and wounded men and the firet group in the Yang Han. We, who remained in the

Yang Han, did not know whet was happening and only at about noon did we hear

shooting in the fortress. This battle within Urumchi did not comtinue for a long

time, After this, Gaptain Tokarsv received from.the 2nd Regiment, orders thet he

estabiish commnication withthe fortress which had been w.ssted from the hends of

Governor Chin, Commnisations wers imediately set up and messengers were gent

every oge or two hours. Until dusk we raceived messages that everything was in

our centrol. The situation locksd very good for 1zs, since the Russian forces had

full control of the city. The local arsenal was in our hands, out of which the

vhole of ths 3rd Regimsnt was armed..

AU approximately 11:00 p.m. 8 measenger urrived with an order that we gst the
wagons and the wounded ready and that everyone should be ready to march sgain.
At the exact moment that we received this message, we heard new shooting in the
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fortress. After approximately one hour after receipt of the mesgage which .
ingtructed us to mexch out of the city: ve Tecelved a new message which crdered

us. to immedlstely sdvance on iths fortress in the direction of the airdrame. Captain
Tokarev decided to retreat only if he reveived further orders. At about 4:00 g.m.
the wagons, protected by several Cossecke, departed from the clty, but the rest
remained with Captain Tokarev.in the Yang Han. Wwhen the wagons reached the .
airdroms they were shot at from the radio station, but were able to reach the
fortress gates anyway. Approxinately one hour later, the wagens with ths wounded
were joined by the group of 100 men under +he command of Captain Tokarev.

15, When we errived in the fortress, vwe fourd out that tae Russian lesders hod heard
that Governor Chin had the intention of sending the 1st Regiment out to certain
massacre and then was intending to send the 2nd and 3rd to bs annihilated, the
3rd Rogiment having been ordered o leave the city without any weapons. He then
planned to invite Sovist troops who wers standing by at Changkl, and by.this
method to rid himself of our influsnce and *c gain the militery strength of the
Soviet Army to help him crush the rebeld. It was learnsd that. there were two
Soviet regluents stending by at Changkl, avaiting werd from Governey Ohin 1o step
into the couzlict, They had arrived thare by truck from Chuguchek (Tahcheng). .
In viev of this, the Bussians decided ‘o start « revolution of their ewn. They
firet oooupied the Yazen of Governor Chin and leter the fortress walls, EHverything
weut beautifully, Governcr Chin's soavey wae annihilsted, hie cavelry and soldiers
on the walls ware alsc defeated. The satire fortress was in the hands of the
Bussiaug, with the sxosption of some small litils ccrner whers the Chinose held
out. By evening the ploturs had shanged saapletely. The Chinese under the gulse
of sympathy with our cause, started going up into the fortress.and cnte the olty
walls, They brought our Cossacks cigaettes and alooheilc beversges, bub later
attaoked them, killed most of the guards; tock their wespons and cpensd fize on
the Russisn forces within the city. By mecning, the pituation becaze oritioal
and our Ocmmander decidsd to retrest from Urwashi, That ig.Why wa received the
arder in the Yang Han to retreat towurds the forirsss, it wes far the.purpose of
uniting all of the Russian forcss. When ve arrived {n the fortresc, our fommander

\ formsd & new oounsil snd decided to ssad Genturion Mogutnov o Sheng Tupan, azking

' him to join his foroes with ours and st the same time offered the Manebitian
offioers to yather up arms aud help ur, Mogutnor returned after having met Sheng
Tupan and reported that hey aed agreed to join cur farces 4f we would allow hln to
be the next arnor of Sinkiang. The Manchurians had also agresd to bear arms
for us. After these counsils and the armisg of the Manchurians, Sheng ‘Nm
narohed on the fortress and the Ohiness Zorces.vers faxvoed to withdrav. arner
Onin, with several of his officers and soldiers {roa Urumchi, retrsited: to
m The fortress wae then oocupied by Shang Tupan and <he Yarg Han by the

o .

16. Or ths following meraing, our regiment went back to the Yang Ean to,our- assigned
quarters. The 2nd and 3rd Regimente rezained in the fortress. Duripg.the
vpkeaval, the rebel Moslams, staticned thelr arziss near ramehi but wars in.soms
sart of copfusad or divided opinicn as to what their aext move should be and
therefere, did not take adventsgs.of the internai upheaval. The Soviet troops
alse falled to move and withdrew under the coverzge of darkness, After this
upheaval, which was called the revolt of 12 April and wes celtrated every yeav,
our regiment rested for & long time. Part of the officers and Cossecks were :-
allowsd to return home for Teasons of bad hsalth or infliclied wvounds.

17. During the autumn of thig year, 1933; thare was a revolt in ths fortress of Rure,
40 miles west of Kuldja, which wea sterted by & Chiness commander.called Chang,
against Governar Sheng Shih-tsai. The reason for this revolt, as stated by
Chang, was that Governor Sheng had gane to the USSR and signed some port of..
treaty which vas not profitsbls for China. After this revoli, all three Russian
regiuents were organizing into a single Russian division whose appointed commander
was Captain Pavel Petrovich Papsngut: His Chiaf of Staff was to be Nikolai
Ivanovich Behteey. Commander of the Yang Han was to be Captain Nikolad Nikolaevich
Aptaonov, and the Quertermaster vas to De Konstantine Vasilievich Guizidp. All of
thea wers commissionsd as geasrals in the Chinese Army. The rebels entered
Chuguchak and the 2nd Regiment was assigned to fight in that area. The man who
was assigned to command the 2nd Regiment was Colonel A V Hilqvaky. Hilovsky's
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Chief of Staff was Geptein Dimitriy Karpovich Shelestiuk. In the entumn of the
same year, 1933, after tie battles in Chuguchak for reasons not known to.me,
General Papengut, Genersl Behteev, and General Gmirkin were arrested. Lieatenant
Pavel Petrovich Yoleikqy, Captain Shalestiuk and Centurion Mogutnov were likswise.
arrested and killed in the Yamen in Urumehi.

18. In December 1933 Urumchi was completely surroundsd by the rebel forces, which
' nunbered some eight thousand men. The seige of Urumchi continued for twe months.
In the beginning, just as the rebels approachsd the town, it was proposad by
Governor Sheng that an offer be sent to Kuldje to mobilize mors Russians, but
this offer was declined. After the fiercest battle, which took place or 19 Jan 34,
vher the rebels hroke through into tke town, the White Russian forces received
& message frem Governor Sheng which said that fresh forces from Terbagatel and
Al‘tal, under the cormand of an officer calling himself Vagilliey would soon. join
the struggle. Shorily after this message, approxinately 15 biplanes, with Soviet
narkings, aturted flying over the town dropping bombs onto the positicna ef the
rebels. It became clear to uas that under the gulsa of White Bussian Tarbagatal
and Altai troops, Soviet troops hed ent:red this conflict. Upon rewching Mansss
(Suilai), the Soviet troops were unable to advance any further beoause part of
the rebel “reops were withdrawn from Urumchi and wars transferred to mest the
cnooning Soviet force. The 3rd Regiment of White Russian troeps was diepatched
frem Trymchi to aid them., These troops wers under the acrmsnd of Horunshage :
Shuned. With the arrival of our regiment, the rsbsls wers defeated and withdrew
back to Trumohi and the next moraing sbandoned the seige of Trumehi. All of our
three regimente and the Soviet forcas, which consisted of one cavalry and oze
infentry reginent, were ordered to chase the rebel forces which vera retrsuting
in a goutherly direo“lon., During this period when we fought side by cide with
the Soviet troopz, we were able fc observe & number of things about thsn. . They
vers dressad in common Ohinose Army unifarms with no ineignia at all., Their
$T2L0000 ward either blaok or grey fur conts with side arms. X AYAlYY :a;ﬂ%
oenslated of anly four to five hundred men, wheress the infantry reginent a
cexplement of ois thousand men. They were sauipped with.an asacrimant of Zirse
srms. Some hed English carbines, same olé~type Russian riflss snd ethers wers
\ ermed with new Soviet "trioh lineiki® semi~automatio vifles, with & five-recund
olip. These Soviet troops wers alsc equipped with many "dikmiar" msohins guns, one
battery of heavy artillery, trucks and armared cari. Nene of their oquipment, as
theli> unifornms, bad any identifying markings at all, As asationed previocusly,
thess Soviet troops had constant asrisl suppart. The biplanes which they used
vere sxtromely valvable in iracing the rsbel r-vements and positicns. It ia
interesting to note that after the initiel bombing flights ovex Trumehi, at whish
time the biplanes were plainly marked with Soviet markings, their narkings wers
peinted out. I belleve I can say, without prejudics, v our White Russian troops
vere far superlor to the Sovist troops. Their soldiers showed no individual
iritiative or ingenuity, they were like automatons who only moted upon the advics,
or compand, of somsone else. Thsy certainly ware no match for tke crafiy Moslem
tribesmen. wuring the chase of General Ma Chung~yin's forces toward Eashgir
(Shuru) there were innumerable times when our jll-sguipped Cossacks had te °
rescue the Soviet furces from complete annthilation. The rebel forccs were
finally defeated and. their ganeral, Ma Chung~yin, ¢a 10 Jul 34 crossed over
with a few of his men into the Soviet isrritery at Irkeshtan, the rest. of his
forces remmined in the tuwn of Khotan (Hotiea). This, for all intents and '
purposes it can be said, ended the religious war of that period.

- angd -

CQNFIDENT IAL/ 25X1

 Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Iiélease 2012/05/31 : , .
ICIA-RDP80-00809A000600030452-7




