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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
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1., The development of modern irrigation in Yugoslavia is Just in its
beginning. In the past four decades some irrigation vorks have been
constructed but they are now entirely insdequate and are only of minor

irportance.

2. Because of the salinity of underground water in the plains, rivers and
streaas are the only scurces of irrigation water. In the past no
important efforts have been maldc to grovilde irrigation vater on a large
scale. The govermment, through the Department of Irrigation, has
recently embarked upon the crestion of & musber of large irrigation
projects in the plains along the Dumar, Iave, Dreve, Tisa, Norsva, and
Vardar Rivers.

Jand Use

3. Of the 25 million bectares of land in fugoslavias, about seven aul one-
balf million hectares can be comsidered crop-lapd. (f the crop-lsnd
about three-fourths Tequires irrigation, aad of the total land ares

two-241% not suitable fo: rigition. Al 50 thousand
of trrigated, smount 90%

vity flow ion systems uses don

been pumped. Of the militom ‘of lamt -
; sbout 79p shonld be irrigated simes dry-Ias

exreptionslly risky. About five per the
for grezing ‘
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Production figures for dry-farmed land aversge about as followa:

Wheat 1,200 kilos per hectare
Corn : 1,700 "
Potatoes 5,000 "
Hay 3,000 "

Under adeguats irrigation and proper dra: , 1t is estimated that
production will be incressed from 65% to T5%.

S. About 25 of sl the 1snd-is ovned by the state or by farmers' coopera:
tives. The balance is held under private cwnership. The average
rivately ovned farm comsists of about three to esven hactares. The
maxisum amount of land that can be held under private ownership is 10
hectares.

6. Thers are mmerous cooperatives for farming vhich have been formed by
the voluntary associstion of many farmers in an.area. Under this system
sdvenced farming procsdures -esn be better -£611owed; expensive egquipment
81 be easily purchesed, and marketing advaptages can be secured. These
gwmmhmprtm:wqtmmm!u@lhm.

7. Tha government has outlined a program: to-creste & -bebter system of lamd

distritution and ovnershlp thad the cue ndw 1n use, .but as such matters

affeot’ the very roots of the national life, all espects must be
t.boroumy studied before the plan is put into apqst;pn.

8. The government mhu [lmns 2657 ‘the acquisition of equipmgnt,
machinery, and various materials by mbﬁwﬁu in
Anstallments. R AL '”'.‘:‘f,"" HEDI . ,

9. Pumps, pipes, tudbing, and otber irrigatiom equipment needed axe groduced
- o Yegoslavie, monhmt : it - . - dai & 48
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10. The goversmast bas & sectics, the Direction for Water Resources, vhich
18 devoted to irrigation matters and vhose task it is to solve all
yroblams Telating to water.

ety ws-y i,
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the country. The high watar table of saline water in this ares presents

50X1-HUM

the greatest problem in connection with this proposed project 88 water is

encountered at¢ 1.5 to 2.5 meters below the surface of the ground. All
canals in connsction with this project must be lined and the use of
water for irristion will have to be very carefully managed. Irriga-
tion prectices must be improved to & point of great efficiency before
irrigation will become feasible in this area.
The full details cf the government's proposed plan to imcresse irri-
eation facilities bave not yet been worked out and only broad phases of

the plan have been conceived. The govermmant hopes to bring 800 thousand

acres of land under irrigation in the next 10 Yyears, and eventually six
millica seres will be under irrigstion in Yogeslavia, When all pro-
posed irrigation improvemerts sre completed, it is estimated that
Froducticn of agricultural products will be incremsed #rom 604 to 75%.

Brainage

Drainage of underground water is almost as great a problem as provision
of water fic irrigation. Precipitation is not evenly distributed -
throughout the seasons nor in various aress of the country. Spring
rains, coupled with mélting snows, cause seyere flocds snd uncomtroXied
runoffs which, coursing over the chalk formation srcas of much of the
mountein laad, ruin s grest deal of productive soils. The lov-lying
river valleys sre in miny instances only slightly sbove sea level, and
due to improper drainage the water tables in these valleys are often so

o  that the growad 1s waterlogged most of the year. As a result, it

& been determined that storege of water can be dbme only in the upper
river basins.

Drainage of some of the closed mountain valleys is a difficult problem
8s the only femsible method is to construct drainage tunnels. In’the
low-lying river vallays, dikes and levees have been built in ordef ‘to
Teclaim scms of the lands and protect them from floods.

Organizations created to provide 1 e facilities are mmfierous in
Yugoslavia, and some of the oxganizat. are well over 100 years old.
411 of these organizations are supervised by the government.

about two and one-half million hectares.of land have -
been drainad in Yugoslavia. In areas vherc dreinago has been feasible,
about 70§ of the land has deen dreined. Comstruction of dreimage
facilities ie financed by the govermment.
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