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ACTIVITY OF THE ROSTOV GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Prof I. D, Bedletakiy . ..
Pres, Rostov Geolog Soc
¥. K. Negodayev-Nikonov
Aced Sec

From the beginning of ite organization on 16 April 1947 the Rostov Geologlcal .. .
Society has sonduoted its work systematicaliy. ) e

Oa 15 May 1947 a confercnos took place at which D. F, Vlasor reporied on "Tae
Struggle on the Theoretical Front in Geology.” The speaker put particular emphasis
on the struggle of the idealistic, mschanistic and materialistic treads, gave e
thorouga orfticism of them, and threw light on the sublect of acournlated factual
material in geology from the stamdpoint of dimlectical matorialisi. The report
aroused great interest and started a lively ciscussion.

On 15 June 1947 a meeting took place, dedicated to the metallogenesis of
the Central Caucasus. A report was made by Docent G. M. Yefremov of tha
Rovoohsrkassi Jaduatrial Instituta. Yefremov introduoed new facts coucerning
matallogenesis in the Caucasus. :

On 23 Oct.ober 1947, tho session of the Geolrgical Soclety was dedicated to
‘the meaory of Academician P. I. Stepanov, an outstaading coal gsologist. A
report on tae baslo facts of Lhe life and solentific actirity of %, I. Stepanov
wzs mado by A. I. Tegorov, a docent of the Kovocherkasek Isluetirial Institute.

A report on the sudbject "Academician P. I. Stepanov and the Great Donbass”
was given by 8. P. Krivokhatskly, head geologist of the AsoveBlsok Bea Gaological
Adninistration. :

Recollections of their ecollaboration witk P. T. 8teraraw wore given by the
folloving: L. F. Korotkly, head of the Azov-3lack Bea Geological Administraticn;
V. I. Burov, head of the Rostovuglerazvedka Trust (Rostov Coal Prospecting
PTrust); A. Ya. Dudbinekiy, hasd geoioglst . the Trust; Courewdes Tomicovich,
Kichapre. and others, meologists of the Azov-Black Sea Geological Administratli:c,
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Professor I. D. Sedletskly, Docent K. N. Negodayev-Nikonov, and others from the S o B :
‘Rostov State Univeralty also spoke. All speakera” emphasized the great 8érvices ’
rendered by P. I. Stepanov in Scviet science and for our people.

wy

The assembly issued the followlng resolutfon:, (1) to nsme the coal beds
in the Nesvetayevo Shaki!y areas of the Donbass 1,7, 1;%, 113 "Stepanov®;
(2) ‘to requr-t the Minlster of Geology of the UssR to adopt the name ~
Academiciasn ¢, I. Stepanov for the Novocherkassk Mining Technlcal School; and
\3) to publish a collection of geologlcal works dedicated to the memory of
P, I. Stepanuv.

On 27 November 1947, the conference of the Geological Soclety was dedlcated -
to the 30th anniversary of the Great Octrber Soclalist Revolution.

Professor I. D. Sedletekly raported on the subject "Progress of tho
Geological Mineralogioal Sciences in 30 Years of Hoviet Rule." .

From 24-28 December 1947, members of the Geologioal Scclety gave reports
et the scientific oonference of the Don and Northern Caucasus. A total of
22 rsports were made on various subjects. Among those who spoke were:
Professor I. D. Sedletskly on "™Mineraloglcal Classification of Claya";
Professor M. D. Sedletekly, Docent K. N. Negodayev-Nikonov and D-went I. A.
Shampay on "Refractory Clays of the Rostov Arsa'; Candidate of Eslemdes,
F. 8. S8amodurov on “Refractory Clays of tho Northern Caucaeus®; Doocent I. Ya,
Baranoy on "Geology of thn Fermlan Red Conglomerates of the Northern Cauncasns¥}
Docent Miroshaikovm "Disintegration of Palsogene Deposits of the Lower Dom's
8. P. Erivokhatskiy on "Geological Study of the Arnv-Black Sea Area; landi. - ..tw ..
ficlences, L. P. Kharchuk on "Geological Study of the Northern Ceucesus" end . RAREY
“Baryta Veins of the Northern Caucasus; Profeasor B. P. Zhizhokenko on "New - :
Msthods of Palsogeographical and Stratigraphic Surveys'; Professocr I. D.
Sedletskiy on "The Priority of the Rusasian Scientist3V. M. Severgin in the
ttudy of Paragenesis of Minerals¥; A. 8. Tomkovich on "Results cf Uperatlons ;
in the Bastern Bector of the Donvass®; V. A. Mel’nlkov and other geologlsts of i 'i..‘
the Don and the Northern Caucasus. RIS

On 15 January 1948, the smocliety held a zeseion on the utilization of the
mineral raw materials of Rostov oblast in the pational economy. Thio speakers
were: S. P. Krivokhatskly, head geologist of the Arov-Black Sea Geological
Limigistration; V. A. Dem'ysnenko, superintendent of the southern division
of the Geolstromtrest (Geological Construction Trust); S. M. Shotenberg, head . -
assoolate sclentist of the Iaguitute of Looal industry; Professor K. S, - . i
Bogdanor ¢f tue Rustov Engilneering and Construction Inatitute, and others. -

The meoting was attended by repr tatives cf local industry. A resolu- gl
tion was adopted to further the study and utilization of local minsral raw
materials: clay, clay gypsum, marl, sand, and cthers.

On 26 February 1948, the mseting was dedicated to the problem, “Prinniples
of Coal Formation and the Paleogeographic Distribution of Coal." The rejort
by Dooent A. I. Yegorov, .uoroughly explaining this problem, was based on actual’
surveys of material gathered over a period of 15 years. Belts and zones of coal
acoumlation and the aigration of areas of ccal formation are being determined.

The following sections of the Geological Socfety are organized zod onexatfonal:
(1) mineralogisal-pesrog-aphical (supsrvisor Prof. I, D. Se7lstskiy);
(2) aoological-stratigraphical (supervisors Professor 8. A. uetuyev and Yu. N,
Rodzymnkn): /3) englneering geology ani hydrogeology (supcrvisor, A. K.
lapionov); and (&) mineral resources (supervisor 3. P. Krivokhatskiy).

At meetinga of the mineralogical-petrographical section the folloving
reports were ¢iscassed: (1) "Ney Specifications of Clay Minerals” (2) "Studies
of Minerals by Meeng of the Electron Microscope®: and (3) "Rules for Naming
Minerale Aocording to Their Chemicel Compositien Proposed by Professor D. P.
Grigor'yev,” and othera. The section appvoved Profeasor D. P. Grigor'yev's
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proposal concerning a ratlional.system for naming minerale. which appeared . .
in the periodicel Kotes of the All-Urion Mineralogical Soc'ety.

The departusnt of mineralogy and petrography of the Rostov State
University vhich 18 doing research oo colloid-dispersed minerale under the
supervision of Professor I. D. Sedletakly was directed to work ont a system tor
the olassification of colloid dispersed minerals.

''he section of englneering geology discusaed results obtatned by Roatov
geologiats concerning the problem of loess, Lte composition, characteristics and
genesis.

Solentifio imstrustion ia being given by society members to the population,
Leoturss were given cn mineral resources in the Rostov area by Docent K. N.
Begodayev-Hikoncv: on surveye and prospecting for mineral raw materizl by
8. P. Krivokhatskiy: on development of 1ife on the earth by Docent =. N.
Semikhetor and Docent P. V. Miroshnikev. )

The mineralogical museum is opsc and belng equipped under the supervision
of Professor 1. D. Sedletakly. Tho goological museum ie upen and belng
sguipped unier the supervision of Professor K. N. Negodayev-Kikonov. Itas
regional departments are: Donbass geology, Caucasian geology, goeology of
the Rostov area, general genlogy, historisal geology, and others.

Under the avpervision of B. 8. Tsigler the organiration of tus Office of
Conanltations was started in 1948. The Rostor Geological Society opened two
“branches: the North Caucasian branch {o Essentuki and the Fovocherimssk
branch in Eovochorkassk where work on problems of mineralogy, lithology, metal-

logenssis and geology is in progress. .
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