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TEXITIX INDUSTRY IN YUGOSLAVIA

The Yugoslav pecole, under leedership of Marwhall Tito, Lave made
great strides in reconstruction of their economy. Extraction of iron
ore, smelting of pig iron and steel, output of cotton cloth and other
products have been almomt complstely restored. :

Before Worla Wer II, the principal textile products of Yugoslavia were
cotton, wool, #ilk and linen. Cotton 800ds constituted one half the out-
put of ths tectile industry, woclen goods ore guartsr, silk goods e1.d hemp
mroducts one eighth, with the proportion of linen and jute goods compara-
tively lowv

In 1940, 150 textile onterprises ~mployed 20 perrurnt of all workers
in Yugomlavian industries.

. Of tLe total capital investsd in all branches of industry, 12 persent .
wvas apporticned 1o the %extile industry. Thus, ths textils induatry ocou-
Ples thiid place among the lsuding branches of Yugoselaviaa icdustry.

Before World War IT there wers approximately 250,000 spindles, 1k,000 . i .
machanical looms and 50,000 hand-operated looms in the cotton industry. L
Their epinatog satisfied only €0 percent of the demand of fadric factories.

. The annual output of cotton cloth did not complotely satisfy the
demands of the population and a coneideratle guantity of textile goods waas
imported from other countries. ' :

1]

Therc wefe ebout 70,000 spindles and 16,000 locma operating in 48
woolen factories before World War IT. In 1940, the woolen industry re-
Processed a large part of the internal production of wool, approximately
36,000 tons. In ad@ition, %,230 tons of weol end 1,650 tons of woolen
yarn weie imported.
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Production of goods made of ‘hemp, £1uw, and jute was low. Before
World War II, there wers abow* £0 sm2ll fatories prozexsing hemp, one
for spinning and tws for veaving,

Flex, hemp and Jute fibers wers imported tefore the war. In 1939, . *
5,500 tons ¢f thess fibers were imported. In 19%0, ebout 40,000 tons of )

raw hemp were harvested. Half of +he 7ield was sold to Germary, Sweden,
Dermerk, Belgium and other countries.

In 1910, 31,500 workers were emplcyed in the a1likc 1nd,\1§try in Serbis.
During World War I & lerge part of the muibsrry trees vas destroyed.

A Only 636 tons of &1lk-worm Soscons vere gathersd in 1940, es vompared
" with 3,000 tons in 1914,

> Yugoslavia, in the yoers immediately preceding World War II, began to

import & large quantity of natural e1lk. Thus, in 1921, 138 tons of natwral
811k and fiber were imported and imports rose to 3,24l tons in 1936, Before
World VWar II, production of synthetic ailk goods was very poorly developed.
In 1936, Yugoalavia imported 3 4,105 tone of Fider and synthetis silk mroducts.

N ) The lerding textils onterprises wers located in thres cities: Zagred,
e Bolagrade and Reyrats.

: Betores World Wer IT ihe Principal enterprisea were the Joint Stock
Company .of the Hatilonal Cotton-Spinning Fectories in Duge Reze end the
Joint Btook Company of Tugoslevian Textile Enterprises of Mautusr in Zagrod.
These companiss owned 80,000 spindles or %0 percent of all the cotton
spindles 2n Yugoslavia.

These two Joint stock companies deluged the market with cheir goods
and retarded ‘Le develommunt of e gignificant number of smaller onterpriseu.

In April 1941, the Eitler hordes invaded Yugoglavia. The Fascist
usurpers exploited the textile enterprises end shipped the entire output
to Germany. .

Urder the darastating blowe of the Soviet famy and Marshell Tito's
Axmy, the Germans were forces out of “Tugoslavia.

. The retreating Germans destroyed factories end mills , carted off the
moat important equipment, stocks of raw materials and finished goodc, and b
led the Yugoslavian population off into slavery. AR

According to American data » tie entire Yugoslavien textile industry
: logt more than 30 percant of itg prewar strength. The number of spindles
B diminished by 22 percent.

After the liberation of the sountry, the Zugoslavian people enthusi-
" astically set to reconstructing the ernterprises of the textile indvatzy
wvhich had been destroyed by the Cermans.

The Kational Skupshchina of the Feders -6d National Republic of Yugo-
slavie pussed a lay concerning the nationslization of individual sconomic
enterprises having general govermmental or republican importance.

In conformity with the Constitution, a law vas passed inetitviing
) the Yugoslavian Five-Year General Governmental Economic Plan. A. Khebyang,
’ } Chairmen of the State Planning Coomission, stated that "the five-year plan
of development of Yugoslav national econony muet liquidate the economic
and technological backwardness of the oountry; i* musi raise and etrengthen
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her economic and defsnsive might, it mnet intensify development of the
sovialistic national economy and the new production reletions connected
vith 1%; 1t must. improve the 8oneral welfare of the workers in the so-
cialist, cooperative and private segments of economy. "

. The five-year plan provides for growth of produstion of the textile
-, Anduetry by more than tvige its preaent output. FProduction of 1inen and
weaving of synthetic £ibres wili incresase congiderably.

: " According to-the ‘plan, the gowing area for cotton will inorease by

" 515 pergent, vhioh will, %o & gignificent degree, satisfy demsnds o the
Y domegtic cotton industry. Productivity of labor in the textile induptry
" 1071951 will be 55 percent higher than in 1946,

.- Po¥ capita weaving mroduction was 8,7 meters in 1939. Per capits

oubput, vil1 reach 194 meters ty 1951. This constitutes an indreass of
: 223 peroent: over the 1939 lavel.

[ 0n'22 August 1047, the Planning Commission published information con-
‘.c'ex-n_ipg: fp:l;tlllm’n_t of: the.govermment plan of the Liret 6 monthe of 1947,

S - ﬂuromlta oonvinsingly demcnstrated the reslity of ‘the Yugoslivian
2ive-¥ear plen. The; textile and 81k induétries plan had been fulfillsd
+103 -poreent . for the Piret & months of 47,

P " Yugoslsvia is olta'blinhing close business relations with Buropean
i-oountries, where a gsnuine democratic etructures has been set up.
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