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RURAL FIGHT AGAINST CANCER SHOWS PROGRESS

L. Tgetnarovsekiy
Valki, Ehar'kov Cblast

Mediocal persomnel and farm commmunity inhabitants have been waging
2 successful Pight against cancer. Good progress sgnindt this disease
Laen reported by workers in Vaiki Rayon, Kiar'kov Oblast. In thie
abqa the mess oxamination of women 1s going into ite second year. Sos-
novekiv. chief!.surgeon of the Rayon Hospital, ee that this mass examina-
tion e continued throughout the oblast in 1949, He also suggests that
many benofite can result from training middle na‘iiioal persommel to recog-

nive cancer syaptoms and give 8 o treatmcut. At present, gynecologista
and obstetricisna from b ;'og'ﬂg are @kthering at Valki for an intensive
2:¥0ek. oouxge on cancer thevapy and prophylaxis.

Thers 18 g%a cooperation ostwesn the urban specialists and doctors,

and the rural obetetrical and gmecoiogical statiome, The former make fre-
guent trips into the coumtry to act as consultanks ir difficuit cases.

Thw chief uifficulty lies in the rreparaiicn of rural populatiors for
mass examinations, Nost of the emall industries and sovkhozes employ women
almost exclusively and they gemerally coopercte in thess programs. Mass
examinations of kol¥hoz persornei is somewhat mare difficult because they

k ) : are generally more reticest to report for exanimations and are wnwilling
1o diecuss 43 subyect. -

Authorities are endeavoring to avold resorting to officiel action to
force pecple to submit to emaminations, Severel other methods, primarily
litersturs, are being circulated and scme good resultc have been
obtaiued., For example, at Zamis' village the local obstetrician examines
the women in their own homes and at the times most convenient for them,
Thus, without causlng any trouble, she examined 115 women, of whom 22 showed’
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e¥idence of possible cancer ani were sent to a specialist for further ob-
gervation,

In 1948 a plan in vhich all women above 35 were required to vegister.
was. put: into. effect, - Cards wers made out on those who showed pethologic
changes. These cards have served to yleld consiferable dsta o0 the dissmsge

‘rate among women. - In April, 673 women vere examinsdj thres wers found to
. ‘have cancer in the initial stages. In May, 1,346 women vere examined agh

agin tlres cases of initiad-stage cmncer were digcovered. The records for

Beptember show that out of 562 women examined, two bad cancer, In October,

768 womsn were examined and one omse of cancer was determined. At the sems

time, women wers cheoksd £or other d1sorders. Tris method proved sucoessful
in 1948 and is going to be repested this year,

The results of methols employed in the Valki area bave besn 8o satisfactory,
that the Xhar¥kov Institute of Oncolegy has decided to uss this system throvgh-

out the oblast.
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