Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP80-OO8090006003300194

, Y A
v : . - . . o
- )

2r*TRIGTEY

CLASSI iCATION RESTRICTED jib\

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY " REPORT

INFORMATION FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR F - DIO BROADCASTS CD NO.

COUNTRY  Albania . DATE OF

SUBJECT
" HOw

PUBLISHED paily newspaper

INFORMATION 1950
Politicel; Economic - Foreign trade

DATE DIST. IﬁJul 1950

WHERE

PUBLISHED stockholm NO. OF PAGES 2

DATE

PUBLISHED 18 qun 1950 UPPLE T T0
SUPPLEMENT T

LANGUAGE  gwedish REPORT NO.

Bl vnis

SOURCE

e e i s e e THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

'l‘lnl 13 PRO-

venska Dagbledet.

ANWTA S 0

Rome -- The visit of an Albanian governmental delegation, consisting of
two cabipnet ministers and a police colonel, which recently spent gseveral days
in Rome, has arocused speculation in political circles. According to reliable
gources, the official reason for the visit was an attempt on the part of Albanisa
to resume trade, with Ttaly as the first Western European country.

The delegation offered the Italian government 150,000 tons of Albanian
crude oil, simultaneously making it understood that Albania was prepared to
enter into 2 gemeral trade agreement witi Italy. The Itelien governuent is
supposed to have been willing on the condition that Albania return or pay
compensation for the Italian property in Albania seized by the Hoxha regime.
The offer of petroleum indicates that the transport of crude oll extracted in
Albanin to the refineries in Rumania or the Caucesus is too costly for the

Russians. Altanis has no refinmeries.

The presence in the delegation of Police Colonel Kambas, who obviously
had nothing to do with the trade negotiations, gerved a double purpose.
First of all, he had to keep & close watch on the two other members of the
delegation to prevent any possible defection on their part. Such a waich is
perfectly natural in view of the suspicion now pervading even the highest
Albanian governmental and Party circles. Secondly, Kambas was commissioned
by Hoxha to investigate the erisis in the Albaniesn mission in Rome involving
the flight of the "press attache," Josef Nesti. Nesti actually was one of the
chiefs of the egpionage and ipPormstion service established by Alvenia in Italy
and the bordering countries. His primary function was to check on the Albanian
emigrants and to seize and occasionally to liquidate individuals considered

particularly dangerous.

In receht months, murder and attempted murder were committed ageinst two
Albanian emigrants residing in Rome. The Albanlan refugee Velatzi, who had
a great deal of money and whc was pelieved to be £inencing & large part of the
Albanian emigration, was shot at in front of his house on the Via Eleonore Duse
from a passing automobile, Velatzi escaped by throwing himself to the ground.
Somevhat later, the corpse of the refugee Albania professor, Koamo Sotlr, was .

. found in the Tiber. He had been shot and strangled.
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The Ttalien police have failed .n both cases to apprehend the asgallante.
Vhen Nesti, the press attache at the Albanian mission in Rome, was recalled
to Tirana a short time thereafter, the rumor spread through well-informed
circles that the recell was in connection with both assaults. In any event,
Nesti decided not to return to Tirana, but to flee.

Tnvestigation of thecn affairs whould provide a satisfactory explanation
for the presence in Rome of ‘he Albanisn police colonel.
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