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GDR_STATE PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS
ON FULFILIMENT OF 1950 ECONOMIC PLAN

The renort of the German Democra%tic Republic's State Planning
Commission on the fulfillment of the 1950 Economic Plan gives de-
tailed information on the development of industry, egriculture, and
transportation, the production of capital goods, the expansion of
commedity sales, and the rise of East German cultural and living
standards under the 1950 plan.

Industrial Developments

Total GDR industrial production during 1950 exceeded the plenned 1950 quota
by 9 percent, an increase of 26 percent over 1949. LAccording to the Berlin
newspaper Nachrichten fuer Aussenhandel of 21 February 1951, the commission's
r. port showed that 1950 production vas 12 percent in excess 7 1936 figurea_.]
People-~wred industry was largely responsible for this development.

The 1950 quotas were realized by the various branches of industry as fol-
lows (in percent):

Electric pover 107
Mining 102
Metallurgy 116
Machipe construction 106
Electrical industry 106
Precisicn mechanics and optics 98
Chemicals 108
Building materials 97
Wood industry 108
Textile industry 119
" 1ther, shoes, and clothing 118
Cellulose 112
Crude lumber 99.9
Polygraphic industry 98
Food industry 110
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Quotas under the 1950 plan were exceeded considersbly for crude brown coal,
potash salt, crude steel, milled nonferrous products, lathes, milling machines,
freight and passenger railroad cars, bicycles, incandescent lamps, typewriters,
calcium carbide, lacquer and paints, solvents, synthetic rubber, diesel fuel,
cement, cut wood, cellulose wool, knitted apparel and undergarments, ready-made
clothing, and paper.

The quality ard veriety of industrial products have uevn improved. Signifi-
cant increases have been recorded in the metallurgical, cellvlose, food, and
textile industries, and in the production of leather shoes and reedy-made cloth-
ing. While planned targets have been fulfilled and exceeded fer most of the
important industrial products, heavy industry failed to meet 1ts guotes for black
coal, coppe~ ore, sulfuric acid, carben disulfide, phosphate fertilizers, bricks,
composition roofing, and window glass. In addition, the machine congtruction in-
dustry d1d net fulfill the planned quotas for diesel motors, metallurgical equip-
ment, rollipg mill eguipment, motor vehicles, locomotives, steel casting, and
electric motors over 10 kilcwatts. Light industry did not fully meet the reguire-
ments for rayon and weol yarn.

The 1950 outpur of important industrial products compares with 1949 figures
as shown by the f ilowing percentages black coal 93, crude brown coal 108,
brown coal briqiettes 108, iron nre 131, cepper ore 115, potash saltc 112, raw
iron 135, raw steel in blocks 165, rolled ferrous metal products 219, electrolytic
zopper 138, rolled nonferrous metal products 109, ball bearings 160, electric
motors over 10 kilowatts 132, freight cars 140, passenger railroad cars 163,
passenger motor vehicles 20L, rr (s 271, motoreycles 226, bicycles 156, 22-horse-
pover tractors 612, LO-norsepove. tractors 602, sulfuric acid 115, caleined soda
110, caustic soda 115, phosphate fertilizers 120, automobile tires 155, cement
118, bricks 139, window gless 112, {ncandescent lamps 159, rayon 122, cellulose b
wocl 134, textile fabrics 144, footwear 131, leather shoes 132, paper 116, flour
113, dough prod.cts (macarcni, etc.) 125, refined vegetable oil 185, margarine
173, and meat 179. .

The available industriel supply of raw materials, fuels, semifinlshed'krod-
ucts, and capitul grols was greater in 1957 +hen 11 194y, and more economical
use was made of materlals and fuels. Nevertheless, -~gently needed raw materials
were frequently used to produce items of minmor importance, waste was not always
held to a pintmum, and lccal sources were pot expleited sufficilently.

The flow of production was nct clways evep  The output of export goods was
increased considerably, The quality of these goods was also improved., However,
conversicn of industry to the manufacture of important industrial equipment for
export was npot hrought atont until the last guarter of 1950. Production costs of
people-own=4 industrles were further rediced by lovering the consumption of raw
materials, supplies, fuels. »nd elez!ric power in the case of certain products,
and by increasing labor efficiency.

Agricultural Developments

Toral ytieids for tne various crops showed the fellowing percentage increases
over 1949: winter wheat 13.7. summer wheut 16 &. summer rye 22 .6, oats 11.0,
summer barley 19.2, sugar beets 45 ¢, and potatoes u7.S,

The 1950 harvest equeied, and in soma cazes aven surpassed, the 1934 . 1938
peacetime level. The bzsis for this increase was createl by a more regular

supply of seed and fertilizers to ferm enterprises and by intensified work of
the machine rental staticns,

Per-hectare yields of people-owned ferms were considerably uigher than average.

For example, winter wheat yielded 2,930 kilograems per hectare, summer wheat 2,590,
summer barley 2,440, and oats 2,620G.
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The number of tractors made available by machine rental stations at the end
of 1950 was 36 percent higher than in December 1949. Tractor capacity increesed
25 percent from 1949 to 1950. Despite this rise in the over-all capacity of the
machine rental stations, the assignments undertakem by them were not always fully
accomplished,

Favorable conditions have been establish. for the 1951 harvest. Fertilizer
supplies made availlable for the second half of 1950 showed increases of 15 percent
for phosphate and 41 percent for potash Fertilizer over deliveries during the
secord half of 1949,

Livestock inventories in the GLOR showed an incresse of 28v,000 head of
cattle, 1,365,000 pigs, and 188,000 sheer from December .949 to the end of 1950.
These increases are ull the more remarkable because the number of animals
slaug-tered in 1950 has been incressed 37.6 percent for cattle, 71.2 percent for
pigs, and 26.9 percent for cheep. According to the livestock census of 3 December
1950, the above number of cattle represented 98.6 and the pumber of pigs 99.7
percent of planned goals

A favorable feed situation and the activities of the Peasants' Mutual Aid
Association in 1nstructing peasants in the care of livestock have effected an
average increase of 21.7 percent in milk production.

A mumber of deficiencies have Lecttme upparent in carrying out the agricul-
turel plan. The utilization of ~ultivated areas was often assigned arbitrarily
to the Kreise, communities, and villages, regerdless of existing conditicns in
the various regiccs. The farmers aid has rot ye! been sufficiently developed.

Some peoplt-owned farms and machine rertal stations still fail to operate
on a prof'itable baslis, because of lack of organization and failure to take full
advantage of progressive tecknigues The people-cwned farms have not yet become
centers for the implewentation and dissemination of the USSR's modern, scientific
agricultural methods,

Increase in Transportaticn of rreight

With an increase of 17 percent {kiicmeter-tors) cver 1945, the figures for
freight moved by reil, ship, ; s came within clese range of the
fixed guota. Fercentage Iln<re e To 17 3 for raillroad, 9.1 for water,
and 17.€ for truck-hauied freignt The total loading capacity per day for freight
cars has been increased 13 £ percent as compared with 1949, while the turparound
time for freight cars has beep reduted by h.7 percent. The quota for rebullling
passenger coaches has beern exceeded, and tle number of repairs carried out sur-
passed 1949 figures by #.€ percent. [po number of railroad passengers has ip-
creased by 9 percent

The competition started by the 500-K!.ometer-Tors-per-Day activist movement
has produced an increase in performance of 10.8 percent f v locomotives used in
freight and of lb percent ror those usad in passenger traffic. The quota for
freight moved via inland waterways has bean :ifilled 105.1 percent. The over-
all total for fr "ght processed showed an increuse of 13.2 percent as compared
with 19hu,

Transportation of freight by motor vehicles has been increased 17.6 percent
over 194G, The number of passengers carried on busses has increased 26 percent.
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Increase in Capital Investments '.‘}_Ill
& - :

On the basis of data now on hand, the GDR's fulfillment of the 1950 invest- . 2
ment plan shows an increase of 46.2 percent over the previocus year. Percentage -0
increases in specific spheres vere as follows: electric power 83, metallurgy R 3

143, chemicals 135, building materials 112, food industry 118, and public educa- :‘ PO
tion T76. The investment plan was fulfilled 92 percent. The quota for comstruc- e )
tion of dwellings waes completed only 85 perceat. a‘ i [
N
) |
Increass in Employment and Productivity . P e )

During 1950, a 13.5-percent increase in latur efficlemcy, as compared with
1949, was achieved by pecple-owned industries. As the result of governmental
measures, average wages of sliilled workers in people-ovned industries were ia-
creased by 13 percent during the third gquarter 1950. The number of workers em-
plcyed in people-owned industries has been increased by 260,000 as compared with
1949, The plan for vocational *raining of youth has been fulfilled 96 percent,
and tbe number of apprentices has been increased to 500,000.

Deve opment cf Foreign Trade F

Exparsion of the GDR's foreign trade has made it possible to increase pro-
duction and subsequently the supply of consumers' goods.

Foreign-trade transactioms in 1950 showed an increase of 42.9 percent over
1949, Trade with the USSR and the people's democracies hes been increased 56 per-
cent.

Of special significance 1s the rise in imports of foodstuffe from the USSR,
Polan2, and Hungary. Increases in imports of grain, meat products, and fats
amounts to 6CO, L0, and 350 percent, respectively, of the 194G figures,

Rav iron imports were 65.2 perrceunt higher than in 1949, while imports of coke
increased 4. b and of ~otton 220 percent

The rise in GDR imports was brought about chiefly by an increase in the ex-
port of finished goods. The following percentage increases are to be noted:
pachinery 9.6, elertrical products 182.1, and precision mechanisms end optical
goods 398.3.

Development of domestic trade was unsatisfactory because of trade restrictions
imposed by the Western occupation powers and the sdenauer goverument. ‘ﬂ

Retail Trade and Conmsumers' Goods

 The develcpment of the East German economy &s & whole 1s reflected in the rise
of retail sales turnover. The 1950 retail sales quota was fulfilled 107.l percent.
The HO trade organizations fulfilled their -arget 113.8 percent.

Total sales for 1950 were 2.6 percent higher than in 1949. Turnover increases
of 73.7 perceut for HO, 19.6 percent for cooperatives, and 11.1 percent for other
retail busipess have been recorded. The sale of food products shovs a rise of
61.2 percent for BO stores, and 17.4 percent for consumer cooperatives, Sales of
indusiriul goods rose €9 percent in HO stores and 36.6 percent in consumer coopera-

tives.
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The supply of textiles and clothing was increased considerably.

with 1949, allocations were raised by the following percentages:
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As compared
fabrics 67,

knitted outer gurments 36.0, knitted undergarments 42.8, lesther shoes 45.9, and
rubbers 136.5. The development of trade was accompanied by a general decline in

the price level, which is reflected in the reduced ccst of living,

Measures were taken by the government in 1950 to raise the standard of living,
Wages were increased considerabl: ; debts of new farmers, resettlers, and old farm-
ers were remitted and favorable credit terms granted. Meat and fat rations were

increased appreciably, and HO prices were reduced substantially,

Operation of large-sized craft for deepsea and coastal fishing and extension
of the fishing ares made 1t possible to raise the catch of fish 42.6 percent as

compared with 1949,

Cultural Affairs and Public Heal*h

Cultural ipstitutions in the GDR were greatly expanded in 1950.

The number

of pupils per teacher vwas decreased 4 percent in schools for general education.
The number of vocaetional schocls was increased from 1,679 to 2,169, with a total

of 882,000 pupils.

ttendance at people's institutes of advanced education by large groups of
vorkers was evidenced by a rise in the number of students from 140,000 to 380,740,
Student participation in agricultural and industrial courses increased 11 percent
as compared with 1949, New enrollments showed & rise of 15 percent. Theaters

and librarie: came in for greater attenticn,

In the field of public health, approximately 4,000 hospital beds were added.
Forty-one polyclinic arbulau;ces, 49 rural mobile clinics, 26 polyclinics, arnd
391 first-aid stations were established in 1950. The over-all capacity of

children's homes was increased from 2,273 to 4,335 places.
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