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BULGARTAN-SOVIET TRATE EXPANDING
Tav. Banchev
According te Vulke Chervenkov, Bulgaria's fndustrial production during
1951 w11l be

nearly four times grrater thaa in 1932,

By 10 September 1951, 2,734 farm workers' cocperatives had heen created,
incorporating 53.3 percent of the worki

ng peasants and approximately 50 per-
cent of Bulgaria's arable land,

Bulgaria's national income in 1951 will be approximately two times greater
than in 1939,

Tmports of machinery and equipment from the USSR increased, as sompared
to 1945, 130 percent in 1946, L28 percent in 1947, 350 percent in 1948, and
€85 percent in 1950,

ng created the necessary
of all foreign trade by the atate, and
Erploitation of private
wag abolighed completely by the liquide-
tion of 2,228 privately owned import firms and 883 export firme. This fa-
cilitated further trade with the USSR

The Five-Yesr Plan projected new

problems for the development of the
Bulgarien economy. Structural changes in the economy were necessitated by

the creation of heavy industry and mechanization of agriculture, The

country’s foreign trade wag called upon to supply the enormew and ever -grovw-
ing needs for industrial and agricultural machirery and equipment » to satisfy
the raquirements for metels and semifinished products which were not avafl-

able in the country, and to meet shortages in textile raw waterials, rubber,
petroleum products, chemicale, medicines » and cellulose.
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The USSR shipped to Bulgaria on long-term credits the complets ejuipment
for new industrial plants and electric power plants. .

As compared to 1948, imports from the USSR increased 20 percent {n 1949,
The mutual trade agreement signed in Moscow on 18 February 1950 provided for
& 10-percent increase in the exchange of products, as compared to 1949, while
the agreement signed for 1951 provides for a 25-percent incresse in the ex-
change of goods, as compared to 1950. The USSR will supply Bulgaria with
&dditional quuatities of cotton, petroleum products, ferrous and nonferrous
metals, iron, chemical fertilizers, chemicals, equipment, and agricultural

and other wachinery, which w111 guarantee the fulfillment of the Five-Year
Plan shead of achedule,

In compliance with the provisions of t
Irst half of 1951, 1,200 tractors, 20N se
" combines, 110 eutomotive workshops,
uachines were imported from the USSR,
¢rops posaible for the first tine.

his trade agreement, during the
1f-propelled comblnes, 300 "Stalinets
30 01l trucks, and other agriultural
Thig made the timely harvesting of

Bulgaria supplied the USSR with tobacco, ores, ore concentrates, canned
goodz, fruits, essential oile, and wood products [fn 195117.

Bulgaria's trade with the USSR is conducted
Unequal exchange, characteristic of economic re
countries, is excluded. With the increase in the ruble's rate of exchange
and its transfer to the g0ld standard, trade relations betweer. the USSR and
the People's Democracies became even stronger. Bulgaria 18 trorever shielded

from the effects of an economic crisis, from the consequences of monetary in-
stability, and from the devaluation of

world. This condition bears directly o

at Just and uniform prices,
lationships between capitalist

Stalin‘s principle of equality between large and small nations, and of
fraternsl aooperation between them also establishes the functions of the
Council for Economic Mutual Assistance, created in 1949, The purpose of tha
council 18 to c¢pordinate economic policies of the member countries, to organ-
1ze the exchange of experience, to give technical assistance, and to pro-
vide for raw materialr, supplies, and machinery,
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