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COMMUNIST CHIRA FROCURES MORE RUEBER IH CEYLOW

[Buzbers in parentheses refer to sppended sources./

- ) .

During April - July 1552, ths oversess Chinege press nade
unusunlly freguent: wention of Communist Chins's rubber procurexzent
in Ceylon. Market shorteges duz to rain brought forth much specu-’
lation from rubker circles as to the quantity of rubber availedle to i
Comemuniat China. Chira's actus) procurement eventually fell far shers '
of her gonl, fThe following reporss on this BSubject eppearsd in the
cverseas Chinase press from 28 April to 17 July 1952,

The Polisy vegeel Felinski arrived in Columbo 27 April ard began loading -
: Tubber for Communiet China.(1) The Eelinski wag to sail for Telm Far in 2
: weaks with £,600 tons of rubber (2), but, after a proloigod laeyover of 3 wecks, '
sailed with only 4,700 toun.(3) This was Ceylon's sixth shipment of mibber to
Cormunist Chine since the ¥ implemented the embargo. (k)

. In the latier part of May, anothor Polich vezsel, the Jednose Rabotnicza .
‘ (2,005 tons) (5), wes in Columho to load rubber for Chins. The Chinese Commumists
: attempted to procure 6,500 tons.(6) The Jednosc Rabotniczd was charksréd £6 -
take the seventh shipmeni of over 6,000 tong {7), but, as rubker exporters re<

: ported the availadility of only 2,000-3,000 tons, the egent for the ship 1zdicated
‘ that he also would take 3,000 tons of cotton.(6) Late in June, nevs gaglig~

! patched froa Coluubo to the sffect that the Jednosc Rebotnicze vas fictedwled to ,
i sail 29 June with 4,000 tcus of Ceylonese rubber for Commnist Chin.,:8) !

By biddirg higher then the current market prices, Coxmunist China maintsined
lisf poettion as Ceylon's sole customer in rubber during Hey and June (9} and ;
hought up &ll the rubber awsilable, including smoked ghaets s low-grede rubber,” i
snd latex. Rubher brokers in Ceylon beliove this reflects & gevere rubber: short- j
20 10 China.(10) Hoirever, rubber circles in Ceylon predict that Ching will not :
Buy Tibber frow Ceyloh for the next few months bectuse the last tus vecssls hed
to wait too long im Ceylen. (10)
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