’/

1Y T T e e Lor o L _ }
- Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/25 : CIA-RD

Declassified in Part

r

e Declassified In Part - Sanitized Copy Approved f

l P80-00809A000700100103-4

C mewe

fies CLASSIFICATIONRESTRICTED
centrAL TRFE TNERRETE By oy REPORT

lNFORMATlON FROM ;
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS CD NO. i

S0 oy

COUNTRY Poland DATE OF 1952 ,

INFORMATION 195 |

SUBJECT Scientific - Medicine » 8hip fumigation ;
How DATE DIST, 3»% 1953 |
PUBLISHED Monthly periodieal |
WHERE . f
PUBLISHED  Wargaw NO. OF PAGES » |
DATE 5
PUBLISHED  Aug 1952 : |
SUPPLEMENT To i
LANGUAGE Polish i

REPORT NO..

< ITS THansuission om mgvg.
LATEON OF 1TS CONTINTS TO 0N ArCCIRT my AN UNAUTHORIZED PeRSON )y
Mrmon D gv

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

v ML O 118 roaw (s saou;ervep B

SOURCE Morze, No 8, 1952,

POLISH PROCEDURE IN FUMIGATING SHIPS WITH CYANIDE GAS

While a group of Polish tourists ¥ere on an excursion along the Poligh
€088t, L.y noticed a ship anchorsd in ap out-of-the-way place » with it8 funnelg
and portholes covered and "Danger -~ Gas" signs displayed on 1t, The tourists
were curious and wanted to know what wag golng on. In answer to their ques-
tions, the guide described the Polish port authoritieg! Pprocedure in fumigating
ships under quarantine with cyanide g8as, as follows: :

It s generally known tha+ rodents and insects spread contagious digeases )
Jacluding typhus, cholera, Plague, yellow fever, and smsllrox,

At preseat, the Portowy Urzad Zdrowia (Port Healtn Authorities) fumigate
ships with one of the strongest poiscnous gas2s of the cyanide group.

Every ship cntering port ig subject not only to border authorities ang cus-
tom authorities but also to the Portowy Urzad Zdrvowia. Farticulsr care ig taken
when the ship has arrived from the tropice or frem dne of the ports where caseg
of quarantine diseases have broken out. Ia addition, the ships are fumigated
at regular intervals to obtain necessary certificates. Thig is usually done at

Inmediately after the ship is unloaded, it is taken to a lceation desig-
nated by the Kepitanat Forty (Harbor Magter's Office; or by the Portowy Urzed
Zdrowia. The crew removes the supplieg of foodstuffs and Drepares the living
gxrters, engine +ooms, and loading platforms for the oparation. At the same

time, 411 openinga such as ventilators, {uarels ; and vindows are carefnlly
Bealed up.

During fumigation, the ship 1s divided into a rodent—exterminating section,
inciuding loading platforms and engine rooms, and s disinfection section, namely
erevws' quarters snd Passenger cebins. The disin:fecting gas 1s three times ag
powerful as the gas used to exterminate rodents. '
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In handing over the ship to the sanitary authorities for fumigation, the
captain signs & statement %hat no one is left on the ship. After the lagt of
the crew leaves the ship, the fumigating brigede, with a port doctor in charge,
takes over. The doctor prepares the proper quantity of cyanide for the cubie
volume. The foreman of the group quickly couducts a last-minute inspection and
checks whether all the rooms have been Propesly prepared and whether the crew
has uncovered the boarded pipes, breeding places of the rats and ingects.

After the ship is ready for funigation, the doctor issues the orders for
the operation to start. The fumigators » dressed in tight protective coveralls
and wearing gas masks, distribute poison gas containers in previocusly desig- :

nated locatione. They open the containers with a fireman's axe and quickly head
for the deck of the ship. .

The ship remains under gas several hours » depending on the size of the ship
and the estimated quantity of rats and insects. After a specified pericd of
time, the brigede returns and quickly cvens all the ventilating outlets. A few
hours later, ore of the respoasible members of the crew, under the super..sion
of a representative of the Portowy Urzad Zdrowia, starts the mechanical ven-
tilating equipment, whick exchanges the air in all the rooms. The gas is dise
sipated within a few hours. A final inspection is mede by the port doctor,

and the crew is then permitted to return to the ship. The dead rats ard insects
are collected and burned.

After the fumigation has been completed, the captain of the ship receives

8 health certificate effective for & months from & representative of the Portowy
Urzad Zdrowia. ’




