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ACHIEVEMENTS OF USSR SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITIONS
SEPTEMBFR — NOVEMBER 1952 '

8EEK MINERALS FOR LOCAL INDUSTRY -- Minsk, Sovetskayn Belorussiya, 13 Sep 52

The Belorussian Geological Administration is doing extensive work in the
" search for* useful minerals for the needs of local industry in the Belorussian

8SR and adjacent republics.

A Joint expedition led by M. Ivash is conducting a search for local deposits
of clay and chalk suitable for the production of building materials,

In the Minsk area, a deep vell is being drilled for the murpose of utilizing
mineral waters for medicinal purposes. Using them as s base, it ia yroposed to
construct a hydropathic establishment.,

1

5 GROUPS OPERATING 1IN AZERBAYDZHAN SSR -- Baku, Bekinskly Rabeehiy, 17 Sep 52

The Imstitute of Geography, Academy of Sciences Azerbaydzhen BSSR, hasg
equipped five expeditions in different areas of the republic. A climatic ex- ;
pedition has been working on the southern slopes of the Great Caucasus Mounteins
(in the Nukha Zakataly, and other areas), with the task of selecting lend where
climatic conditions are suitable for tea cultivation.

The expedition investigated the upper strats of the atmosphere. Vaiuable
information was obtained about temperature, air currents , humidity, and pressure

at different levels.

' The nmembers of the expedition also made observations of the pecvliarities

A of the microclimate {n the neighborhood of tea plantations. The climatic and
microclimatic facts gathered by the expedition ave important for determining the ;
rossibility of tea cultivation and potential yields in the investigated regions. H
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; ' Climatic expeditiong were also sent to the Mingechaur area and to the terri- i

B tory of the western &oup of state ghelter belts. The first studied the climatic
oy Peculiarities of the future Mingechaur Sea, and the second the influence of ghel-
. ter belts on the surrounding locality.

A hydrological expedition ig studying the water reserves of Azerbaydzhan SSR
rivers. ’

The Institute of Geography ig working at present on g chart of the gecmor-
phology of the Azerbaydzhan SSR. A geomorphological expedition was equipped to
gather materiel for the drawing of thig map, Tt went to the northeastern slopes
of the Little Caucasus Mountains vithin the limits of the Murovdaeg ana Shakhdag

ngDY FROBLEMS CREATED BY THE TSIMLYANSKAYA SEA -- Kishinev, Sovetgkayn Moldaviya,
18 Sep 52

the Scientific Research Ingtituts of Lake and River Fishing, led by Professor
: Dryagin, Doctor of Blological Sciences, which ig vorking in the area around the
! Nizhne-Chirskaya station, It ig studying the formation of the reservoir, its

northvestern shores of the Tsimlyanskaya Sea, to the eastern boundaries of weg-
tern Kazakh SSR, 1In this area are located the Tsimlyanskaya Sea ) the Volgn-

. Don Canal, the Stalingred Hydroelectric Project, and large irrigation systems
under construction, The purpose of the expedition is to study the economic-
geographic conditions of areas around the glant hydroelectric projects, and
changes in the economy of these regions caused by the creation of large reser-
voirs and canals.

EXPICRE FREHISTORIC SETTIEMNTS OF EASTERN SIBERIA -- Moscow, Trua, 27 Sep 52

Tlie Angara Archaeological Expedition of the Institute of the History of
Material Culture » Academy of Sciences USSR ; has been working for 4 months in
Eastern Siberia.

Members of the expedition are studying the ancient erchaeclogical monuments
of Eastera Siberia. They have explorea the ruins of a settlement of hunters and
] ~  flshermesn vho lived there 10,000 to 15,000 years ago. They found stone hearths,
stone instruments ) bones of animals ang fish, and harpoons made of bone for
catching fish., The nature of these discoveries indicates a comnection between
the People who lived here gnd tribes in Mongolia and Northern China.
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In the Kuda River area, an anctent city site wag found, where stone glabg
with designs Tepresenting horsemen » human figures > and the hunt were uncovered.
This discovery gives valuable information about the habitg and customs of the
inhebitantg of Eastern Siberis.

Workers of the Institute of Culture, Buryat-Mongoliskaya ASSR, and teachers
and students of the Chita Pedagogical Institute took rart in the archaeological
investigationg,

STUDY BIRDS THAT PREY ON PISH -- Alma-Ata, Kazakhstanskaya Pravde, 7 Sep 52

The expedition of the Zoologiceal Museun of Moseoy State University has re-
turned to Mogcow from the Kazakh SSR. N. aA. Gladkov, Doctor of Biologfeal Bei-
ences and Stalin Prize Winner, gave the following information to g Kazakhatanak_am
Pravaa correspondent:

The study of birds that prey on fish has been conducted for 3 years in the
Aral ang Caspian geas. The struggle with these enemies of fishing hag great
significance 1n these bodies of vater, vhere ag g result of the great construction
Projects, water conditions have changed and artificial figh cwltivation will be

widely employead.

northern shore of Mangyshlak Peninsula, and the southeastern shore of Kara Bogaz ,
Gol Gulf. For the first time ip the history of ornithology, we employed aerial
reconnaissance. i

It was determineq that the cormorants fly north beyond Fort Shevehenko 1n
the second halfr of summer. Part of then fly to the Aral Sea., In 1948, I ringea
several cormorants on islands 1n the Arsl Sea. fThig year, one of the huntersg
of Baytino village, Shevchenkovskiy Reyon, Gur 'yevakays Oblast, gave me o ring
that was found on a bird killed by him,

On the steep capes, we found traces of a former mass nesting place of birds.
Evidently the cormorants had abandoned the nesting place when the local inhabi-
tants frightened them away, A small colony of cormorants was found only on the
small, stony islang of Kos-Kuduk. During our 2-month stay in the Caspian, we co}-
lected many new facts about the feeding of birds that Prey on fish and their dis-
tribution in the Desting perioi, but the place of their mass reproduction remaing
unknown. Exploration of the shores of the Casplan in Keerewy 357 territory contin-
ues. THe' study of these birds makes: it Possible, 1, develop more effective methods

CONDUCT SOIL IMFROVEMENT INVESTIGATIONS -- Frunze, Sovetskaya Kirgiziya, 26 Oct 52
On 25 October, the 801l expedition of the Institute of Soil Science, Acadeny
+ 'of Sciences Kanakh S8R, returned to Alma-Ata., fThe members of the expedition
8pent almost € months in the northern Caspian region, where they conducted soil

irprovement investigations in the areas to be irrigated and supplied with water
by the Volga-Ural Gravity Canal.
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The Kazakh scientists have discovered slzable areas of brown, chestnut, and | .‘m
' other soils in regioms which were considered unsuitable for agriculture but which : R
can be utilized for the cultivation of many crops.

The expedition's study of the rhysical qualities of the water and the salinity
of the soil in the Caspian Lowland, has aroused much scientific and practical in-
terest. The huge amount of material assembled by the expedition mekes it possible
to begin the development of agrotechniques for the cultivation of agricultural
crops in the 1light chestnut and brown soils of the Caspian Lowland, the esncient
delte region of the Ural River , and the Caspian shoré areas.

STUDY GLACIER SYSTEMS -- Alma-Ata, Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, 16 Sep 52

Several days sgo, the expedition of the Sector of Geography of the Academy

of Sciences Kazakh S8R retuwrnzd t» Alma-Ata from the glaciers of the Dzhungerakiy
Ala-Tau Mountains.

In the Dzhungarskiy Ala-Tau Mountains are found the sources of the rivers
which wvater the fertile valleys and foothills, with their ever-increasing rice,
and sugar beet, truck garden, cucwrbit, and orchard cropa. The pover of the
falling waters of these rivers moves the turbines of the hydroelectric stations.

The study of the glaciers of the Dzhungarskiy Ala-Tau Movntains was begun
comparatively recently.

Beginning in 1347, expeditions for the exploration of the glaciers of the
Dzhungarskiy Ala-Tau were conducted by the Sector of Geography of the Academy
of Sclenccs Kazakh SSR uader the direction of H. Pal'gov, Doctor of Geographic
Sciences. Since that time the upper courses of the Lepsa, Khor, and Bol'shoy
and Malyy Baskan rivers have been explored. More than 20 glaciers with a total
area of B0 square kilometers have been counted at the sources of these rivers.
Special attention is being given to the studly of these glacier systems.

RECORD HISTORICAL ERA IN CENTRAL ASIA -- Frunze, Sovetskaya Kirgiziya, 16 Hov 52

An expedition of the State Historical Museum, which has been working in
various regions of Central Agin, has returned to Moscow. The rmenbers of the ex-
pedition visited leninabad, Stalinabad , Pergana, Kokand, Margelan, Ura-Tyube,
and other cities in the Uzbek SSR and Tadzhik SSR. They continued their work,

begun last year, on the history of the peoples of Central Asia im the second half
of the 19th and the beginring of the 20th centuries.

At Kokand, they acquired materials that shoved the conditions of labor and
life of the handicraeft workers and tradesmen of that period.

The members of the expedition recorded more than 80 stories of old peasanta

and vorkers. They brought back about 200 different articles reflecting the 1liv-

ing conditions, creative vork, and trades of the peoples of the Uzbek and Tadzhik
SSR.
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