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1952 INSECTICIDE PROGRAM OF COOPERATIVES IN EAST CHINA

Chu Tse-min

Under the leadership of the party committee and the people's government, the
¢cooperatives in East China are charged with the responsibility of making insec-
ticides and agricultural equipment available to the farmers. Bach hsien has
organized groups to direct pest control activites. Hsien and ch'u committees

supervise all pheses of the agricultural and forestry programs and instill in
the people an enthusiasm for their wvork.,

Each province has developed training classes in the technique of using
insecticide equipment. According to incomplete data from 21 hsien in Anhwei,
Shantung, and northern Kiangsu, 770,000 men have enlisted in the war against
pests. In addition, 18,500 model insect-control cadres have been trained.

It was estimated that 19,335,373 catties of agricultural insecticides were
supplied for sales distribution during this preparatory phase. Federated co-

operatives in East China supplied 3,918,841 catties, provincial cooperatives
supplied 15,416,532 catties.

0f 150,233 items of a
tives suppliea 84,576 1item
65,657 1tems. The tota
1ok, 368,560,000 yuan.

gricultural equipment, East China federated coopera-
s, and individual provincial cooperatives supplied
1 valie of the insecticides and the equipment was

An advance supply
where 6 million mou of
to August, 96,935 items
this amount, 75,362 {tem

was sent to the seven stricken areas covering 1k hsien,
cotton had veen damaged. It is estimated that from April
of agricultural equipment were actually distributed. of
s, or 77.8 percent, were sold on credit.

It is also estimated that 3,576,256 catties of a
were supplied. Of this amount, 2,323,09
credit. The needs nf the everage farme

gricultural insecticides
49 chin, or 62.5 percent, were sold on
r to combat the pests were met. Fifteen
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types of destructive pests were partially destroyed in the damaged areas. A
pest-control law wasg r-ssed tha

t requires that all people be instructed in the
scientific methods of pest control.

This year the increased use of insecticides and fertilizers has augmented
cotton production as follows;

Shantung Province -- approximately 25 percent increase in 1952 production
Chekiang Province -- approximately 10 percent increase in 1952 production

Anhvel Province -- approximately 35 percent increase in 1952 production

Shanghal Province -- approximately 20 percent inecrease in 1952 production
Supply of Insecticide Bquipment

During the development of and increase in the supply of agricultural insec-
ticide equipment, the following program was undertaken to promote its accaeptance
by the people.

1. Proper Instructions accom
enlist the enthusiastic s

panied the equipment. This vas necessary to
struct the farmers.

upport of cadres and activists who in turn had to in- f

2, The program was examinsd for defects and
creased propaganda. Well-organized units vere est.
gram in di{fferent reglons., Good profits vere made

education was extended by in.
ablished to carry out the pro-
on insecticide sales,

3. Both cash and cr

edit sales proved to be setisfactory. Credit sales
Vere made to poor farmers

without money and cash sales to vealthy farmers.

b, The provincial cooperatives have supplied the hsien cooperatives who,
in turn, have distributed the equipment to the basic level cooperatives. This
procedure has worked satisfactorily. In this manner, provineial cooperatives
have maintained close supervision and in an emergency can distribute equipment

rapldly. This has prevented an undersupply or oversupply in individual coopera-
tives.

To accomodate the needs of

individual groups, the ahove four-point progranm,
which is falriy flexible,

will continue to govern our program.

ObJjective of Program

The agricultural insecticide program has had a tvolold objective: (1) to
develop economically productive areas and (2) to develop areas that heretofore
have not been economically productive. This year, as in the past, pests have
caised greater damage to cotton than to any other crop., More than 6 million mou,

vere destroyed. - The magnitude of this problem demands that we exert every ef-
fort to remedy this econdition. Therefore, it is essential tha* our program be
aqual to the task.

Important obstacles that had to be resolved, included the following:
1. Problem of making the agricultural insecticide
terprise, at the same time enlisting the support of the people. This problem
was aggravated by the fact that all cooperatives increased their prices. Al-
though this greatly increased the sales proceeds, the people objected to the

high prices and there was an eventual decresse in both the sales and the pro-

duction of ‘equipment. Certain ad justments were then necasgsary to stop the result- .
ing loss of capital. Later, much of the capital was regained when the "break- -
even point" was restored.

program a profitable en- .
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For example, 1t cost 196,605 yuan to manufactu
the cooperative sales recelpts amounted to 267,000
yuan. At the end of July, the cales price for thes
yuan for & profit of 12 perzent,
ministrative Dietrict in Shantung

r'e seven sprayers, but
yuan for a profit of 70,395

e items wa: reduced to 220,000
The cotton farmers of the Hul-min Spesial Ad-
Province are very pleased with these sprayers.

The same situatior prevailed 1n the field of insecticides.
cent DDT solution, there was a ret profit of 25.49 percent.
the farmers purclasing pover and had to be ad justed,

On a 25-per-
This greatly reduced

2. Experience indicates that the bess marketing method is to rermit both
cash and credit sales. Hovever, inadequate and Poorly timed sales campaigns re-
sulted in ovsrstocked invenioriss in some cooperatives while other areas had an ;
incuffizient supply and cistomers had to wait for their equipment. For example !
at Su-shan in Chekiang Proviace, there were few sales of insecticides and much i
pest damage which produced a serious situation. There was a similar situation
in socuthern Kiangsu Provinee in T'ai-ts'ang Hsien.

It ie important that there

be closer liaison betwesn the areas concerned,
and that a program be developed

that will be both practical and dependable.

3. In some 8re8s, <00 mich pressurs vas put on the farmers by the coopera-
tivee., At Yu-yarg in Chekiang Provincs the cadres %old the farmers, “If you do
not buy agricultural ftems anl insecticides, then you do not love the country,”
The result was thas ke farmers sold their zotton clothing in order to pake the
purchases. 4180 at Su-shan in Chekiang Province, land assessment was applied to
the vealthy farmers who made purchases on credit. These stringent regulations |
and aseegements indicete a Taulty policy. Each cooperative must examine its pro-
gram and remedy such mistakes

4. This year, 75,000 agricultural items were 501d on credit. This repre-
eants 77.8 percent of the total amount sold. Credit sales of insecticides
emounted to 2,320,000 zatties. This rerresents 62.5 percent of the total amount
vold, Howvever, i* ras bean a 4:fT12uly and complisated tazk to make :ollections
on gechedule., It iy ptcessary that the youth eorps, village units, agriecultural
associations, and propagardiszis work closely with each level cooperative %o help
them make their collections,

21T

Spezinl sonsideration shoull be given widows, widowers, orphans, and
the hardfcapped. Compulsory roll=<tinn methods should not be usecd, but a mutual
gdgreement should be arrived u+ <o eratls scheduled collection. T¢ rectore bank

funds on s:hedule, w mugt prevent an i{rresponsible attitude iLhat is wholly i
Fartial <o the peopls.

Guide for 1953

om the experienie pained this year, the foll
3 progrem,

Fr oving guids 1is offered for
the 193

We St enturately 2

(e

-¢rmine the quantity of agricultural items and in-
: oS
sectl =

. mist e
idss that weres :0id in 1972, ar2 how muck i3 £4411 on hani.

2. In2ividual :ooperative: should aciurately determine their nesds to pre-
vent an oversupply that would cagss an ioefficient distribution ard Garnge be-
tause of inadequate aterage fazi1litisc. Such mismanagement would be at tha ex-
pense of the country's welfare apd would have an sdverse affert
pest-control program.

T on next year's
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. 3. Because of the limited supply of agrirultural i1tems and insecticides, ve
s should select these areas that are the moes productive and give %hem adequate at-
tention,
“b.owitn regard 1o the 2ivision of acniniztrative vork - the federatea coopera-
’ tives in Bas$ China should rnot assume the du*ties that belong to the provinces, Thia

11 #7742t 8 botber distridution of capital,
5 & e units. Hsien coopera-
sha basis ieval tocreratives should make the sales,

5% and v

Sinre the provin:-a: ¢Coperatives sorirel

. eauirment, they ars stle o channsl
- are worst effected during seasor.

agricultural equipnment and insest:

date ‘hoss araas that ars tre mose

selezr tentrally located ar=as; 4 zho

shoulé be prerared to wags war on 23

223 distribute She inzesvicide
5 direztly to those areas thet

¥ skould do this by sstablishing

avions and graneries to accomo-

The hsien cooperatives gshould

a greester number of saleg and

5. This yesar g ZOLPAIlEOn was made hedwe:sn tha three marketing method: used:
. tasn gales, sredit salas, ans 2redlt 2ales have been the tLest,
‘ ’ Hext year va yi11 alors a - Tigram that will he gearsd o the
coonomic posltion of the firmams n g Tine falr and equitable methold
of supply.

' 6. & fair FIlie muit aiec be levermiran feor agriraitural ftems and insec-
. tiziées. A1 tdoreratives zho. Fobliz “heir :cost of operation and should
Zemand that the fustoriaes {nterecta of ona sconomie group should

70t be unduly favorad, Sal
thelr rafarercze,

* Teported 1o superfor lewalg for

» Techniza: mazhinery must al:p te [70duted to improve the supply of irk-
id€s gnd agrazultural FA-FmLI ani S0 give tattar service,
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