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TRANSPORTATION IN NORTHWEST CHINA
AS REPORTED BY A FORMER COMMUNIST CADRE

Kang-feng Jih-pao Ch'in Chung-ch'eng
Haiphong, 10-13 Jun 1953

lfomment: This report presents information on transpor-
tation in Northwest China under Communist control: Biographical
information on the author, contained in the same series of four
erticles, is appended./

The transportation lines in the Northwest Administrative Area are con-
trolled by the headquarters of the Northwest Eighth Quartermaster District
and the Northwest People's Transportation Company, the latter a civilian
organization. The communication network of this area which includes Kansu,
Tsinghai, Ningsia and Sinkiang is under the Jurisdiction of the two agencies.

As to military manpower in this area, there are, at present, 300,000
regulars in Sinkiang and 400,000 reserves in the K'un-lun Shan area, the
latter reportedly to settle in Sinkiang but actually to prepare for an
attack on India. There are more than 500,000 slave laborers in the dif-
ferent Sinkiang and Kensu mines to fulfill Soviet petroleum needs.

In preparing against any counterattack by KMT forces and for possible
necessity to evacuate East China, South Cui.a, and the Hortheast, the Chinese
Communists are moving their industries vestward. Kansu, Sinkiang, Ningsia,
and Tsinghai are being developed. At the same time, a large number of mili-
tary supply industries are being established in this area. Naturally, lan-
chou and Urumchi have become the centers of activity. To aid in moving sup-
plies and transporting equipment to meet the present emnergency, Communist
troops in these areas have been increased ten-fold.

As to the railway lines, besides the T'ien-Pao line (T *ien-shui--Pao-
chi) which is being expanded, there are the Pao-t 'ou-~Lan-chou and T'ien-
shui--Ch'eng-tu lines both of which have been completed, and the Lan-Hsin
line which 1is still under construction.

Regarding highweys, lan-chou is repidly becoming the highway center
with roads reaching to Yin-ch'uan, Ha-mi, and with severcl main routes to
the west. In addition, there are highways extending from Urumechi to Kuld ja.

At present, much of the Horthwest <= - Aesert are~ nnd the Cormunists
must rely on draft animals and humo strength for transportation.

The most important transportation equipment in the Nerthwest Eighth
Quartermaster District is the motor vehicle. It is generally known that
the Chinese Communists do not have sufficient supply of this type of equip-
ment. In the early deys, ihe majority of the carc were US products. At
thet time, to travel one wey from Len-chou to Urumchi took only 12 days.
At the onset of the Korean conflict, the flov of ‘merican motor vehicles
stopped. But in 1951, after the signing of the Sino-Soviet Friendship
Treety, four hundred 2k-ton ZIS trucks were purchased ;ith 40,000 ounces
of gold taken from the Sinkiang provincial trezsury. TIn the spring of 1952,
300,000 unemployed Chinese were sent into slavery in the Soviet Union in
return for 30,000 motor vehicles.
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The number of motor vehicles increased but they vere of poor quality,
Soviet vehicles were built with small radiators for use in low-temperature
regions. In China, these vehicles are in constant danger of overheating and
exploding and it is necessary to add water every 8 kilometers.

Vehicles must travel at 2 very slow poce. Formerly, it required 12 days
to travel from Urumehi to Lon-chou, This is nov impossible, and it actually
takes from one to two months to cover this distance by motor vehicle which
requires only U8 days by foot.

In this area, the life expectancy of an automobile vwhich needs constant
repairs is very short. According to an eyewitness report, over 3,000 vehicles
were wrecked while transferring 150,000 soldiers from the Kansu-Sinkiang-
Ringsia area to the railhend at T'ien-shui for shipment to the Korean front
in 1951. Based on o very conservative estimate, up to the spring of 1953,
some 80,000 motor vehicles were wrecked, 500,000 wheels broken, and 150,000
tires destroyed. Although the Soviets agreed in 1951 to sell 100,000 motor
vehicles and to deliver them to the Chinese Communists by the end of 1952,
it became necessary to purchase an additional 60,000 automobiles in the spring
of 1953 because of heavy losces through breakdowns .

Gasoline, alcohol, and charcoal are used as fuel to operate motor vehicles
in the Northwest. Alcohol-and gasoline-driven vehicles are operated by the
Eighth Quarternaster District while vehicles using charcoal as fuel are operated
by the civilian transportation company. Since the supply of gasoline is not
sufficient to meet the demands, it is necessary to uce the two types of fuel.

In the spring of 1953, of the total of 2L ,000 automobiles in the North-
west, approximately 8,000 vere operating on the Hsi-Hua Zﬁrobably An-hsi--
Urumchi highway daily. According to the established standard, a vehicle
should be eble to travel 10 kiloweters on a gallon of gasoline and every
vehicle should be able to cover 150 kilometers per day, a goal which has not
been attained. On this hesis, some 120,000 gellons of gasoline would be con-
sumed daily on this line alone,

As for the supply of gasoline, the Chinese Communists must rely on the
Wu-su and the Yu-men oil fields. The Yu-men oil field has increasced its man-
pover from 3,000 workers to the present force of 7,000. It has increased the
daily output of gosoline from 10,000 gallons to 20,070 gallons, and fuel oil
from 9,000 gallons to 16,000 gallons. 4 vehicle vith one gullon of Yu-men
gasoline, vhich is inferior to the US product, can travel only 8 kilometers.
With the same omount of U3 gasoline, the same vehicle can cover a distance of
10 kilometers. The Wu-su oil field has increased ite nanpowey frow 1,C00
workers to the present 5,000, und output of gesoline to 5,000 gallons per dey.

Since the outputs of the two oil fields ore linited and the demand great,
the Chinese Communists hove linited the use of their products to the entire
Northwest Military District, half to the Southwest Military District ond
half to the Sikang-Tivet border area,

Almost o1l of the vehicles in the Northeast, Fact Chinz, Iorth China,
Central-South China wmilitary districts have been converted to use charconl or
alcohol as fuel. Coastal provinces and border arezs ore atteupting to obtain
their supply of gasoline from neighboring nations.

The blockade of the Chine coast has created herdships for the Chinese
Communists. They have created, therefore, openinge where needed material cen
flov into the mainland and where opium grown in couthern Sinkiang can flow
out in payment for goods received. The India-Tibet and China-Burma borders
are the main gateways for such illegal trade.
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: The inadenuate Bupply of rubber tires ic alro causing serious problens

5 Tor the Chinese Communistec. There are large-rcule tirc-mnnufacturins plants
in Harbin, Lan-chou, ard Urumehi. German technicicne captured by the Soviets
are directing the oprerctions in these plantc, Hovever, the supply of rav
material is inadequate. Reprocesced rubber rnd rav rubber from new rubber
Plantations in Hainap are not suflicient., Recently, 50,000 tons vere pur-
chased from the South See are:s to iech the necede terporarily.
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iﬁbncvding to her o =«
Cou, o cadre for N0 veor B
bl 4 o che hed been ve in the Wortawest 314 ery Dlstrict. She nmnde
the Tolloving staterents : bl s her cxpericncesi7

tetenents, Gh'in Chunz-Ch'eng wos a Chinese
o~ 1 ., .
oerd for the 2% yeers before her recent ezcape

0f the 602,500 who vrorted out with her on the fznous Long Hereh, only
80,190 reached the destinatien, Yenan, and that “here vho did not arrive vere
rot killed by the XNT or did not die of hardsliins but were actually nurdered
by their fellow Comrmnicte . In one instance, :ome 1,100 persont were herded
into e wvalley, aporoxinately 50 11 from Chia-ten-)wn opd 100 11 from Ming-
chan Heden, and Lilled with grencdes by Communict lecders who wiched to couse
Tear and diztrust SIong member:.,

© “hile serviag under the comrand of Liu Zo-ch'ens ond Tens Holeo-p'ing,
the author wac, ot one time, in charse of L. militory supplies for 2 Sui-
yuan detachnent which was about the size of an infontry division. GSoue 1,200
ol the nen vere Koreans., ..o eerly oc September 142, Teng Heino-p'ing shnted
in a tpeech, "Gouth Xoreans hove instigated an oZorescive wer on liorth
Horeane.,," ~ppruzinctely one year siter tiig ctetenent the author realized
that 2o and Chu hag planned the Korean Wor.

In October 1950, the author'e husband, Li Isiz-ch'ing, clro o Communist
of long standing, was executed for rcbelling ageinst the Cormunist regime.
It wac then that she had decided thet she no longer wished to live under Com-
munist domination. In March 1951, with the aid of influenticl friends, she
vas transferred to Lan-chou and vas placed in charge of booklieeping for o
travsportation firm. In the vinter of 1652, she wor ale to trancfer to Yuhan
and from there she obtained basrace Lo Mecao in joreh
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