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DATA ON G FINNISH POLITICAL PARTIES

[Eommw-nt This report contains baslc informstion from
Micd MissH Milloin 1952 on the six political parties which are
currently revresented in the Finnish Diet; they are presented
in order of party strength as indicated by the number of the
200 Diet seats held t should be noted that although the
SKDL claims notl to be a political party, it, in fact, 1s one
The Finnigh titles of the parties and of their governing and
other bodies are given because these designations vary from
Darty to partys/

s,
g

seocial Democratic Party

The Social Democratic Party of Finlsnd (suomen Sosialidemokraattinen
Puolue) was founded tetween 17 and 20 July 1899 in Turku, Finland, as the,
Workers Party of Finland (Sucmen Ty&vﬁenpuolue). The present name wag
adopted between 17 and 20 August 1903,

The porty's objgestives are to unite those underprivileged classes of

the population that perform physical labor or do creative work, such as

vapge earners and small Jarmers whe earn their livelihood mainly through

therr own lavor; to improve the political rights and protection of the
oppressed and the @xploited through exercise of political action mad
cooperation with the social aemocratic rarties of other countries; and to ,
work for the achievement of soclal reform and the rearrange'nent ot the

entire socral economy on 8 sociaiietic basis. To accomplish these ob-
Jectaves, the party corries on educational work directed st the govcrn-

mevt and society, especially the classes of society mentioned above.

The party has tiree governing bodies. the Party Conference {Puo-
luekokous), which meeils every third yrar; the Party Council (Puolueneu-
vosto) of 4B membars, which meets st least once a year; and the Party
Comnittce i Puolnwtoimtkunta) ~f 12 pembers. The party has 15 district

organizations, 1;h communal organizations, and 1,587 tasic orranizations.
It polled 420,75k popular vetes in the 1951 natioral Diet election and
currently holds 53 of the 200 seats in the Diet.
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Emil Skog snd Aleksi Azltonen are cnairman and Vice—chai;mn. re-
spectivelyr, of the Party Committee. Diet Member VHind Leskinen is the

pirty secretary, and Veikko Pusksla is secretary for party org&nizstions.
Farty address . Paasivuorenkatu 3. B. 15, Belsinkd

Agrarian Union
el Zo oa Jnion

Tue Agrarian Union {Msalaisliitto) was founded a* Seini joki, Finland,
on 2% October 1906 ss the Union of Fianish Agrarien People ‘Suomen Maslais-
viestdn Liitto). The PreEsenT name was adopted in 1908 |

Thr pariy’s objectives incluae arousing the interest of the rural
popalation of Finland in socrological and governmental sffhirs n the best
nierests of the natian, promoving 4 senss of social responsibility among

wople . and waiting them into an active political party i1n an =frort
Lher the cruse of tne country as s whole and o1 the agrariasn :actor,
s i

Tha leadvoy principles of the Agrarian program 1nclude the detense of
fmitional independence, the reaiization of a democratic system of govern-
ment, the nonoring of the riphts and responsibilities of citizens as de-
fined 1o tne constitution, the reduction of the points of friction bhetween
groups of citizeas, the wtilizatjon of labor and the physicesl power re-
forrces of Lhe country in the pegt pocsible manner to improve: the g.and-
ard 2! living, and the promoticn of a simpley healthy, and tepperate way
or Life.

The rarty has three covernin bodies. the Farly Conference (Puclue-
), wnieh neevs BUYery other year; the Party Governing Committee
altuuskuntal) of 0 Lo 8O remters, which meets at least twice a
yeuris and a Central Administration !feskushaliizus) of 13 members. The
rarty hso 73 distriot orcanizations, 10% rommmnsl organizations, and
1,75% local sections. ;

kokou

The figrarias Lnion polled vales 1n the 1951 articral Diet
slecsicr, ana currently holds 91 seats in the Diet. i

Frovecesor Vo 1 Sukselsinen ia Darity chalrman; Johannes Vil olaipen,
D1 Acricultur e asned Forestry, - Vica-cholrman; and Agricultural
nesr Maprnly Miettunen gy parny secretary. ‘
Helsinky

Party address Falevankatsy 21

Fuarnich People's NDemocratic Lonion

Fianish People'c Demosratic Ynion was Tounded in Helcinlky on
Sl title Juomen Kansan Demosraztiigen

s Pemolati ga den (8r Finlands Folk (Finnish and, Swedich

¢ocombane ) sbbreviation is SKOL and tne edish Is

DELE :

Comiaber YUNL under the pe,

Tree SKOL 1 onow oa

fv 1z ouly an organization for gotitical
TODEeraticn '

therocegulntions of the SKDL stats that fts Objactive 14 to . Torm a
e bertwtag orgmnizdtions which opernte on democratic principles, to
clariiy and promole the democratas coacept among the Finnish people, and
te rally the common efforts of these organizutions toward ilmproving the
it welfare, politieal freedom, and cultural level of the people.
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The SKDL haus three governing bodies. the Union Conference {Liivto-
‘kokousl, which mests every third year:; the Union Council (Liittoneuvosto)

‘ot 52 members, wh;.ch meets at leasi once a year; and the Union Committee R
\“,Lutto\:onmlkunta) of 34 members. The SKDL has 17 district organizations, e b
Zk) communal organizations, and approximately 1,400 basic organizations. ; .

‘Tha central orgamizations of which the union consists include the Fzanish
Communist Party {SKP), the Socialist imity Party {SYP), the Fimmish Women's
‘Democratic Union (SNDL), the Academic Socialist Society (ASS), and the
Union of Finnish Comrs,de Corps {SI‘I., Suomen Toverikuntien Liitto}). Each
member organization has its representation at each organizsetional echelon
of the SEDL

1

The SKDL polled 391 , 36% voteg m the 1951 national Diet election and
currently holds L3 seats iv the Diet.
: Kusit L. Kulo is chairman of <he union and editor Eino Kilp: and
Yri6 Murto are vice-chairmen; editor Hertta Kuusinen is general secrehbary.

Address of the SKDL  Kaisaniemenkatu 13. B. VII, Helsinki

hational Coalition

e Rationsl Coalition {Kansallinen Kokoomus) was founded on ¢ Decen-
ber 1913 10 Helsink)d as the Federation of the fational Coalition Party
Zunsellisen Kokoomuspuolueen Keskusl:itto). The name was chortensl o
vnn preseart form on 22 Apral 15950

Tue chyectives of the parry anelude the preservation of nalionnl
tndependence and of a free system of government; advancegent of patriot:c
lunfy ard of Finnish navionulism; strengthening of the state and of scei-
eLv; t!y tion Oof values L r.'r'.tea {"0"1 preceding generaclion.,
to deflend lie koo land based on the love of Libnariy,
'f‘l' Jimg falth, a2 wholegome Family iife, and nn economic system baseid
ref outerprize; the prescrvation of 4 sound peasant culture and ithe
1ty of thvift; the protection of the system of justice; cprosition
ny ingtigatian designed te overthrow the existiag system of soverns
nentng of the spirit of ool cindzenship;
natyonal

O

K. w1 of society; -the atrepg
veneert, For law oand promoiion of crwal hermony; he promotion of
Vepnradness, econonte tndepenacnce . arsd the spivit of enterpriose; the
'x'}.L-(‘\"t of alil torm: of use ctunl and physicnl wori; =

-

ful anes

purselt of cocial reforms CUsymed o wprove e welfare o8 Ln

Tne party heo hree coverning bodioo vhe Parvy Conferencs (FPuciue-
Sous ) which weets evary oty vear; wne Council (Valtiuusto!) ol OO pem-
THallitas) of L2 members. Toe coalition

T

L
e 1 ftatrint anmiens and 17 whtiopal:s slentes {kametls

J6 G and the Administruilon

e conlition polled 2ok 1 E vornes 10 the 1991 naticusl Dot ol -

pats 1 e NDiet

LN ettt 04

24 fo vicee

frvo Salminea 1s chsirmmo of the Council eand E. AL Tv
o

‘watroa; Noile Donkals (magrter of rrtlosophy + is pariy sec M'ar,.

. Helsinky

Parcy address, ctannertesns

dinh Peowle's Purty

Cumdioh Pooplets barty (Svedlich name Svenska Folkpartie's
~<lainen Eanzaocpuolue) was fourdsd on 20 -

T
el Lransiation Ruots
Lo 1lens iy flelsinki.
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The cobjectives of the party include unifiying the Swedish peuple of
Tinmland on a patriotic basis to defend their position end rights; protect-
ing 3nd developing the Swedish element of the population of Finland and
1ts language and culture; precerving Finnish freedom and independence;
strengthening Finland's position in foreign diplomacy; defending the west-
ern <concept of & just state mand the democratic system of govermment nased
ori iaw, the sacredness of the law, and the authority of the system of
: Justice; opposing attempte to establish dictatorships and all activity
! which divides society; protecting the freedoms of speech, of assembly,

i ; and of the right to unite; cooperating in efforts to reduce class dif-

! : ferenceg; working for ecomomy in gpublic affzirs and for the reduction of
: 3 the tax burden; improving the means for gaining a livelihood and pro-

| - motion of free and sound enterprise; promoting the marketing of domestic
i industrial products both 8t home and abroad; developing the educationsl

system to meet practical needs; and protecting the working conditions of
‘ the citizens and improving their staendard of living.
l

The party has three governing bodies: the Party Conference, which
meels once a year, the Central Administration of 51 members; and the
Zxecutive Central Administration of 21 members. The party has four dis-
trict organizations and spproximately 100 local sections. 1t polled

137,171 votes in the 1951 national Diet election, and hnlds 15 seats in
the Diet

: Ralf T8rngren is party chairmen and Inge Appelberg (master of phi-
: : losophy) is party secretary.

: Party address . Bulevardi 1, Helsinki

Finnish People's Party

The Finnish People's Parly {Suomen Kansanpuolue) was founded on
» February 1951 in Helsinki.

Party onJectives The r1ntellectual basis for the operations of the

Teopir's Party ic a constructive, unprejudiced, Finnish attitude toward
world affairs, tvased on the Christvian concepi of life, on republican and
X socinl-welfare points of view, and on individual freedom and absolute
: aemacracy. The more immediate objective of the party i1s to 1mprove the
csclidarity of the nation and protect the independence of thc republic.
: Tne party seeks to reduce the poincts of friction between groups of citie
! zeng and to strengthen the spirl: of rational unity. The party stresses
the dignity of the individual, the signiticance of personal re<sponsibility
cand of social security; the party categorically opposes collectivism and
copsiders it lmperntive thuat the public affairs, es well as the soc:al
and economic life, of the country be founded on liberiy based on democ-
ravy  ond legal principles. The party seeks to unite the middle classeu
in constructive effort for the good of society arnd the nation

Tue party ha. three governing bodies the Party Confersnce (Puolue-
tokous) vhich meets once a year; the Party Ccouncil (Puoluevaliuusto) of

PS members which mweets at least twice a year; and the Party Committce
{Pactusroimilunta) of 23 members.

The party has 14 district wnions and
121 local sections .

The People's Pexrty polled 102,%5x, otes in the 1991 national Diet
nlecnion, and holds ten seats in the Diet.
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Prefessor Eino Seari is party chairman, and Professor Esa Kaitila
and Communal Mayor H. A. Kmnnisto are vice-cheirmen. Editor Osmo Kup-
isinen is party secretary-

Party address: PohJOinen Esplaneadikatu 27. A., Helsinki
Other political groups too small to hold representation in the Diet

polled 14,789 votes in the 1951 election. A totel of 1,812,817 votes
were cast out of an over-2ll population of 4,028,910 (census of 1950).
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