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NAVIGATION AND POPULATED AREAS ON THE YENISEY RIVER
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The Yenisey River has two main sources: the Malyy Yenlsey and Lhe
zhoy Yenisey. The Malyy Yenicey hus s soarce in Ozero (Lake) Tere-
ICIA Photo Accession No 15C27¢) and ihe Bol'shoy Yenisey has its
scurce in Qzero Kara-Balyk, These Lwo primar; sireens meet at Kyzyl [CIA
Plioto Aceession No 150277 to formr the Yerisey River, which {lows on to
the Arctic Ocean.{l}

From Kyzyl to Ertek and Eieges! Mines

The settlement o Kungur-Tuk on QOrerc Tere-Khol! is typical of the
new villages opringing up in this area This is a village which has been
moved Lo the izke rfrom & platead in order to assure ample supplies of water
Tor livestuck and agricuiture. Comstruciion of wooden houses and other
tuildings iy now going on in the settlement (CIA Photo Accession No L50278].(1)

Approaching the city of Kyzyi, the Yenisey River is paraileled by &
086G which runs past the city power station, A stone marker proclaims this
SpOot to be the senter of the As:atic continenrt. From this site, the ¢ity
of' Kyzyl spreads out on all ¢ Schools, theaters, und government build-
ings [CLA Photd Accession No 150279} can be seen, and buses and taxis run
g2long the city's straight streets. On the Other side of the river rises
Mount Vilan, marking the point at which the Malyy Yenisey and the Bol'shoy
Yenisey unite to form the Yenlsey River {CIA Fhou. Accession No 150280].

In this land of high mountains, air travel has become commonplace,
with Moscow just & day away by plane from Kyzyl
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Not far from ihe airport, along the road to Kyzyl, there is a large
motor vehicle base, Passenger buses and trucks run from this base to all i
prerts of Tuva, Passing through the city, they cross the Yenisey by ferry, : :
and then set t, the main automobile artery of Tuva 50

-
X1

Transportation has played a significant role in the development of
Tuve. The people of the region have constructed the mountain road Usinskiy
Trakt, and the Moscow-Krasnoyarsk-Kyzyl airline has been opened. But for
transporting heavy cargoes such &s machinery, fuel, cement, ang metals, a
cheaper and more accessible mode of transport is used -- the Yenisey River.

Moving down the river, the first navigetion aid is met on the right
bank o the river near the city ferry. This is & white wooden square
mounted on a red striped pole. fThis marker is not needed by the existing
ferry or éuttera, but the people of this area are Preparing for an im-
portant event on the Yenisey -~ the arrival of ships with CRIgo and pas-
sengers from Krasnoyarsk.,

In the upper Yenisey, ithere is an area known as the "Sorok Yeniseyev"
where the r o 1 ; ail streams by a great number of 50X1 'HUM
islands Even veteran Pilois may tind

themselves—1o o Ulind lead among these islands when attempiing to sail through
the main channel,

The river runs through rich country with black outcroppings of coal and .
gréphite and mountains of golden ochre sufficient to paint millions of houses.
A little further up the river the white fibers of asbestos appear as well as
varicolored marble and granite strips and lodes or silver ore.

The Erbek and Elegest mines are located in areas where the coal vein
reaches the earth's surface, New houses, schools, and stores have been
built at the mouth of the Elegest River. fwo or three hundred paces up the
Elegest from the Yenisey one encounters the coal mine. fThis mine is not very
old, but already its production hes been mechanized. Electric borers, winches,
and conveyors are in operaticn on the slopes, and the mine has its own electric
power station which also supplies power {o the Bay-Bulun Kolkhoz. The mine
settlement is groving rapidly and there will soon be two schools and twice
the present number of stores. (2)

The Great Rapids
—— 0 SADlds

Further north along the Yenisey River, the Bol'shoy Porog (Great Rapids) \
is encountered Just beyond the mouth o the Kazyr-Suk River {CIA Photo Accession
No 150283]}. 1In 1929, the specially constructed ship SS Ulu-Khem was moved
through the rapide for use in the upper Yenisey and thus began the transport of
cargo to Chaa-Khol; Shagonar, and Kyzyl. This transport was effected as follows:

The 8S Shchetinkin carried the cargo through the downstream rapids as far
as the beginning of the Bol'shoy Porog. Here the cargo was unloaded onto horses,
and the horses carried it above iLhe rapids to the 'upper wharf' at the mouth of
the Kazyr-Suk River, where it was reloaded into the holds of the Ulu-Khem. At
this time, there was no road through the Sayan Mountains; therefore, the only
possibility for transport into Tuva was along the Yenisey River. When the
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Surveys were made on speed of current and water [low in the numerous
rapids, and at the same time the largest boulders and rocks were dynamited,
thus freeing the river in this area from much rock perll. The greatest
effort was made in the Bol'shoy Porog, where the river was forced into a
nerrow, rocky course 60 meters in width, strewn with countless boulders
and rocks and a vaterfall 4 meters high. To get & ship through this water-
fall, it was necessary to dynamite the lower section of the river bottom
and to build & complicated system of mechanical traction.

A vinch was installed above the rapids with a long steel cable running
over it, connected at one end to floats above the watercourse and &t the
other to three tractors, A vessel approaching the rapids is taken in tow
by the cable and proceeds through the course under her own pover coupled
with the power of the tractors. fThe return trip down the rapids is made
with only the ship's power.

Survey ships are used on the river for laying out courses through the
rapids, as well as on smaller branches of the Yenisey running through the
mountains and taiga. In the spring of this year, the MS Turkmenistan sailed
1,000 kilometers along the Podkamennaya Tunguska to Vanavara. Captain
Zykov announced at that time that the shipyard in Krasnoyarsk had built
the powerful diesel vessel Kyzyl, which would be able to operate in &ll areas
of the upper Yenisey, needing the aid of tractors only at the Bol'shoy

) Porog.(3)

Down the river from the Bolshoy Porog lies the town of Shushenskoye,
¥here Lenin once lived. Shushenskiy Rayon is one of the most important
agricultural regions of Krasnoyarskiy Kray, with two MTS, two sovkhozes,
and 1% kolkhozes.

The 400-hectare national preserve imeni V. I. Lenin lies near

Shushenskoye and the house in which Lenin lived is within the ciygi::::::} _
B | 50X1-HUM

Minusinsk and Abakan

Leaving Shushenskoye, it is a short trip to Minusinsk, a city of many
‘parks and gardens and richly endowed with museums and historical landmarks
[CIA Photo Accession No 150285].

Minusinskiy Rayon and the southern areas attached to it are famous in
Siberia for their production of grain. The area also s rich in watermelon 1
production.

Minusinskiy 15 the automobile hub of, Tuve, with great numbers of trucks and
drivers :oncentrated there., ALL year round, night and day, trucks pass
thr wgh the city bound for the Sayan Mountains. Hundreds of trucks are ‘
based in the city to serve the sovkhozes of the southern reglons of
Krasnoyarskiy Kray and the new lands ol Khakasskaya Autonomous Oblast,

There is a great influx of tourists to the Sayan Mountains. They are
almost always interested in visiting the capital of the Khekasskaya
Autonomous Oblast, the cily of Abaken. This city is only 24 years old, but
it bas become an important center. Here, lor the rirst time in 1,000 kilo-
meters from the source of the Yenisey, the whistle of steam locomotives can
be heard.

Abakan is a junction of the rail, road, water, and air networks. The
general impression of the city is one of new construction. New homes are

" going up, schools are under construction, entire sections are beirng layed
out, and streets are being paved. Construction i: under way everywhere.
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_There was a time when coal was brought to Krasnoyarskiy Kray from the
Cheremkhovskiy Basin on the shores of the Angara River, but now the coal
aines of Khakessiya are producing coal themselves, Not far from Abakan, the
nining city of Chernogorsk has Tisen. Formerly, & small vorkers Settlement,
1t is now & city with ten schools, a mining school, gardens, & railroad
station, and a intercity motor vehicle station.

Coal from the Chernogorsk mines is taken to the port of Podkunino on the
Yenisey. Passenger ships leaving Minusincy stop in Podkunino for coal
bunkering.(4)

xrasnozarsk

At Krasnoyarsk, the Yenisey is crossed by the railroad bridge of the
Trans-Siberian Railrcad. Overhead, planes can be heard as they begin flights
to Moscow, Vladivostok, Peiping, P'yongyang, Kyzyl, and the Arctic,

A new airport is under construction in Krasnoyarsk and there 18 heavy
train tracfic through the city to Altey, Kazekhstan, and Barabinsk in the
west, and to Ching and Korea in the east, carrying self-propelled combines
of the latest type produced by the Krasnoyarsk Self-Fropelled Combine Plant,

The river pessenger station at Kresnoyarsk 1s an impressive building
[CIA Photo Accession No 1502R6], and its landing stages are now lined vith
- nev passenger ships which recently arrived in the city via the Northern
Ses nuute, ‘rnese bassenger ships, such as the Iosif 8talin, often set out
for the polar port of Dudinka, a voyage lagting almost a week,

The broad bay of the shipbuilding plant opens off the river, The re-
cently launched, sell-propelled barges Moekva, Sevastopol' » and Btalingrad,
as vell as a group of tugs, lie in the bay., 8hips with the mark of the
Krasnoyarsk Plant are Preparing to make long voyages to other rivers.

Self-propelled barges leave the shipbuilding plant for the large river
Port at Zlobino. Prom Zlobino, the supply route stretches to Igarka and
Dikson, to Arctic treding posts, and to polar stations,

Proceeding downstream from Krasnoyarsk, the tig-zag Lodeyskiy Shoals
are encountered and the city disappears behind countless islands. Bhips
broceeding down the river stop at Atamanov end then Tayezhnoye, where s
large two-story building may be seen among the trees. Thia building houses
children from polar cities who ere brought south during the polar ni aht,

Pobeda automobiles may be.seen on the ighvay, which runs along the river, ‘,
and all-metal buses are run from Krasnoyarsk to Yeniseysk,

The village of 2alivskaya is reached Just above the Kazachinekiy Porog.
The village is a perpetual source of rivermen and pilots who have guided ‘
vessels through the rapids for generations, E

At the entrance to the Kazachinskiy Porog, all ships are stopped by &
semaphore post, and no vessels are allowed to enter the rapids without per-
mission from the dispatcher, who directs the tranuler of ships through the
area., He directs traffic through "he rapids by the use of semaphore
operators at posts along the river, 'Ihe current 18 too strong to allow free
passage of ships, 80 the tow vessel Angara is stationed in the river through-
out the navigation sesson. When a ship or barge arrives, the Angara leaves
the village of Porog and takes the vessel in tow in the lover rosdetead, The
Angara is fitted with poverful ¥laches with a heavy cable which 1s anchored
above the rapigs, Heading into the current, the Angara and its tov enter the
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rapids and the winches take a strain on the upstream cabie. In this way,
the Angara pulls herself and the towed vessel through the rapids, a distance
of more than 3 kilometers,

With the completion of the dam which will form the Yeniseysk Reservoir,
the Kszachinskily Porog will disappear.(5)

Strelka anrd Yeniseysk

Beyond the rapids lies the town of Strelka, at the confluence of the
Yenisey and Angera rivers., Nowhere else in the nation can one see the
meeting of such river giants as these.

Strelka is a busy place. Paths and roads run from the wharves to the
village, beginning on the steep river bank and extending to the cutskirts,
vhere the log houses of buoy tenders are set among the boulders. The village
is divided into two parts, the old cuarter and the new, by & stream. The
venerable huts are still preserved in the old section of the town, which
long ago was an important stop on the Russian-Chinese trade route.

The village of Strelke is now alive with activity in connection with
the constructlon of the Angara hydroelectric project.(5)

The old city oi Yeniseysk, the cradle of much ol the Yenisey fleet and
departure point for Siberian exploration, is a busy port vhere wooden barges
(built in Yeniseysk) and steel lighters are rapidly loaded. Great timber
rafts from the Angara River are constantly in the channel. The whistles of
steam cranes and ships arriving from Dikson add to the air of haste and
activity about the city.

Downstream [rom Yeniseysk, the river broadens and deepens and, as at
sea, navigational aids, radio, air ice patrol, and sailing directions become
necessary .

Sailing directions take particular note of the mouth of the Bol'shoy
Kas River, which hes been known historically as the water route between the
Yenisey and the Ob' rivers. Beyond the village of Nizhne-Shadrino, the
river bank becomes low and & pebble-strewn plain opens up, vwhich the waters
of the Bol'shoy Kas cross. Proceeding 300 kilometers from the Yenisey, to the
crest of the watershed, Ozero Bol'shoye is encountered with the interlacing
Yazevaya, Derevyannays, Malyy Kas, and lomovataye rivers. Here one may see
the locks and 8-kilometer canal which has been destroyed by time, storms,
and rain. This cenal, built during the reign of Aleksendr II, was never able
to handle vessels of more than 6 tons, and then only during the spring.
However, Soviet hydrotechnicians are keeping it in mind; the Ket'-fas route
was the most important wuter route to China a century ago, and if the Ob!
and Yenisey could now be united by a canal, the great masses of Angara
timber could be floated to the Ob* from the Yenisey without transshipment
to the railroad, and could be shipped further along the Ob' to Altay, and
along the Irtysh to Kazakhstan. In return, grains, livestock, and produce
could be shipped to the lower Angara and down the Yenisey to Taymyr with-
out using the railroads. The Siberia of the future includes & glgantic
hydroelectric station on the Yenisey, a great artificial sea, new cities,
and a broad water route from the Yenisey to the Ob’.

The Yenisey below the mouth of the Bol'shoy Kas becomes strewn with
hazardous obstacles to navigation. Such names as the Proklyatyye Ostrova

(Cursed Islands), Proklyatyy Perekat (shoals), and Proklyataya River are
typical of this region.

-5-

C-0-N~F~I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A0007002300j41-9

—
!

- 50X1-HUM

As ‘the Osinovskiy Porog (repids) is approached, the shoreline, sky, and
river undergo & change. Tha Yeniseyskiy Khrebet (mountaips) rise against the
sky, with the vertical cliffs of the "Shcheka" crowding down on the river
and echoing the sound of ships engines and whistle., As soon as & vessel
emerges from the Shcheks, the hunchbacked, rocky, Ostrove Korabliki are en-
countered [CIA Photo Accession No 150287], and beyond them, the mouth of the
Podkamennaya Tunguska River. At this point, the taiga 1s beginning to undergo
changei;sgnd becomes more sparse; the conversion to the northern tundra hac
begun.

The Yepisey from this point north is entered by many branches, including
the Sukhaye Tunguska and the Nizhnyaya Tunguska, with the ancient city of
Turukhansk on the high shore above it. This city was an intermediate point
on the main trade route from the Taz River and the city of Mangazeya to
Chine, and eventually became the center of this trade with the opening of the
Yenisey-Ob' canal and navigation through the Kara Sea. Nov the "new"
Turukhansk stands on the river -- with new streets, new bulldings, new schools,
end new stores. Turukhensk is near the Arctic Circle, yet the surrounding

land 1s planted by kolkhozes, a hrough the streets as in any other _
Soviet City’—._nd_\mus_nm_j 50X1 HUM

.. To the north of Turukhansk, the Kureyka River empties into the Yenisey.
’ This stream would probably go unnoticed except for the fact that it meets the

Yenisey et the point it is crossed bty the Arctic Circle. Across from the
mouth of the river stands the well-known settlement and wintering station of
Kureyka. In old Russia, Kureyka was a foresaken place, a snowy prison. RNow
there is a Pioneer camp in the city and the shouts of children can be heard,
The buildings and lands of the Kureyskiy Sovkhoz can also be seen, and among
the low-growing timber of the river bank stretches the new Kureyka. Ko signs
of the old wintering station are fourd here, having been replaced by the .
cottages of the kolkhoz two-story building of the boerding _
school On the bank of the river stands the 50X1 HUM
hut where I. V. Stalin 1ived in exile.

Agriculture and livestock raising was considered impractical in this
area 15 years ago, but in 1952-1953, the Kureyskiy Sovkhoz Joined the oblast
vegetable and livestock socleties and is now taking part in the All-Union
Agricultural Exposition. The sovkhoz' yearly yleld per hectare of land aver-
ages 500 centners of cabbage and 110 centners of potatoes.(6)

Igarka : -
Proceeding further north, down the river, where signs-of the Arctic are
beginning to eppear, th i deepest channel on _
the northern Yenisey 5OX1 HUI\{
Igarka is a most unusuel city. The houses, streets, and sidewalks are
all o o pave the yards, bridges, squares, and 50X1-HUM
quRys Below the wood, the ground is perpet-

ually frozen,

In the center of the city the tundra 1s not so evident, but at the edge of
towvn where new houses are being built and roads layed out, the dull gray tundra ) 3
is once more encountered.

Igarka grew on the perpetusl frost of a desolate swamp. This year, it com- ‘:;f
Pleted 25 years of existence. In a quarter of a century the city has grown and
matured. It now requires several days to visit its seaport, ship-repair yards,
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shops, ti':b-nprocessing combine, museum, theater, the Pedagogical Institute of
the People of ype Rorth, schools, clubs, the local nevspaper, hospital, and
dispensaries.

Tremendous timber rafts -- wooden islands bearing houses, radio stations,
and clubs -- arrive in the Igarka channel from the Angara and the lower Yenisey
rivers, Powerful electric winches separate the rafts and draw the logs to the
sbore where they are stacked.

The timber-processing combine in Igarka is & city within a city. It has
its own streets, squares » Quays, lanes, and alleys. The combine ares ig covered
with millions of planks, boards, etc., from which they are cerried to the plers ‘.
by trucks.

In the Igarka channel, ocean timber carriers of almost every nation of
Europe are seen. English, German, Italien, Polish, Finnish, and Greek diesel
vessels ride at anchor in the channel. Navigation 6ignals and a map of the
water route from Igarka to the ocean bang from a wooden tower in the port.(7)

Dud inka

Proceeding along the river from Igarka, one approaches the largest river
ort of 15 18 Dudinks, set on a strip of dismal tundrs _ M
7 5 The eye is met by great stacks of Angara timbe: > 50X1 HU
. warehouses, shops, railroad track, portal cranes, conveyor lines, and elevators.

Dudinka is the center of the Taymyr Retional (krug. Its streets are bedded
vith stone and paved with asphalt. On the main streets of the city one feels
the fascination of the polar city -- sea captains, seamen, polar vorkers, and
fishermen are everywvhere. Kolkhoz students from the two-story building hous-
ing the polar kolkhoz school are frequently seen, as well as people vho have
come from Murmensk and Leningrad by ships or have flown freom Dikson, and even
some who were at the North Pole yesterday. But what is most strange is to
meet railroad workers here. It is 1,000 kilometers from Dudinka to the Trans-
Siberian Railroad, but here in the polar city there are steam locomotives and
heavy trains are drawn from the port to the station in the hills.

A city bus runs to the outskirts of Dudinke, as far as the railroad
Junction. 0ld and new guarters, schools, stores, and finally the railroad
station, lie &long the bus route. Trains are formed in this station, loaded
with countless crates, transformers, and boring machines sent to one address-—
Noril'sk, Noril'sk is 1ike a magnet, drawing cargoes from both the sea
and the Yenisey River.

Passenger trains running from Dudinka to Noril'sk are of all-metal
construction similar to those used on the Moscow-Leningrad or Moscow-
Pekin lines. The 1CO-kilometer trip from Dudinka to Noril'sk through
the desolate tundra is very pleasant in these fine trains.

The construction of this reilroad beyond the Arctic Circle was quite
remarkable. It was carried out from two sides -- from Dudinke and from the
51te of Noril'sk, which did not exist at the time. Track, cars, and cteam
locomotives were delivered by sea to the mouth of the Pyasina River, where
they were transloaded to a fleet of flat-bottom boets and moved down the
mershy river to Ozero Pyasino. After the lake was frozen, the equipment
was loaded on tremendous 5ledges and towed across the lake ice by trains of
tractors to the site of the new city Roril'sk. Under exiremely adverse con-
ditions, the track was laid, ties were put in place, and bridges were built.
The struggle with nature continued for months and years. In the winter, the ‘
vworkers were supplied with staples from the air,

4
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The railroad was finally constructed, but it remained inactive for §
months., Pirst heavy storms » then mountains of snow, and then fleoding, pre-
vented operation, Many times trains disappeared in the snov drifts and the
wheels of the locomotives were covered over by snow. Now a high slotted
fence has been built along the tiack so that the wind itself is employed to
keep the track clear by blowing off the drifts, (7)

Norilisk

The arrival in Noril'sk by train 1is impressive. The station is a large '
Btone structure with &8 vast asphalt-covered area [CTA Photo Accession No | e——
t to the semicircular Gvarde skaya Ploshchsd' 50X1 —HUM

The city of Noril'sk has been growing rapidly since its founding 15
years ago. In the past 4 years, tor example, 129,000 square meters of new
living space have been opened and about 15 million rubles were spent for

streets and sidewvalks have been as halt-covered 50X1 HUM

There are 14 schools in Noril'sk, In four of the schools there are
greenhousec where the children raise flowers and vegetables during the
vinter. Night schools bave also been oprened for young people in the polar

city, where about 2,500 young men and women ftudy. One hundreq and seventy-
five workers are studying at the polytechnic institute 5OX’] _HUM

There 1s one music-drama theater ip the city, and there are two motion-
Picture theaters and two houses or culture. The citv litrary has about one
million volumes in i1ts collection, Buildings ior a music school nd @ pew
motion-picture theater are under construction and a television center is
planned. (8)

The electric troliey can be used for a tour of Noril'sk, including a visit
to the museum which tells the history of the city. fThe greenhouses of the
local sovkhoz ang the open fields of potatoes and catbage are also noteworthy.
The staaium in Noril'sk has many sports facilities, and across from it there
is a large covered sport field house similar to a dirigible hanger., The
foundation for a new sports combine containing a large, all-year swimming
basin is situated not far from here. There is also a new seven-story resi-
dential building being constructed, in which each apartment in it has hot ang
cold running water, a bathroom, electrie stove, central heating, and trash ‘1
chutes,

The polar night lasts in Noril'sk from November to the middle of
January. Cold winds arrive from the ocean during this period and heavy
Snows fall, Millions of electric lights are used during the polar night i
along the streets and in the buildings, while snowplows keep the streets 9
open to allow continued Jperation of buses ang taxis,

The Yenisey from Dudinks to the mou i has uepths which allow frec
operation of ocean-going vessels.(7)
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